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          Blythswood Van

Good News!  Just after the February Hird was printed, a reply came 
from Evanton (Blythswood Headquarters) to say that the van would 

make a stop in Selkirk after all.

The day is the same, the first Monday of each month, but at a new time, 12.10 
-12.30 pm.  However, it is important that we continue to give our support in order to 
make this stop worthwhile.  Donations of flour, cooking oil, pasta and rice as well as 
clothes, bedding, bric-a-brac and household goods are welcome.  Anyone unable to 
take goods themselves can phone Maisie (20291) or Beth (20154) to have donations 
picked up on the day.  Thank you for your continued support.

Beth Bell

FLOWER MINISTRY

The Flower Calendar is 
available on the notice 
board in the Meeting 
House.    Donations 
would be appreciated for 
any blank Sundays.

April Jean Nichol in charge
 5th Elma Hendrie
 12th Elsie Gray
 19th Justine Lawton
 26th Maisie Miller
   
May  Ella Donald 21438
 3rd Cathie Donaldson
 10th M. Finlay/J. Wood
 17th N. Bateman/E. Douglas
 24th Pamela Redpath
 31st Jean Nichol

June Liz Thompson 20557
 7th Sybil Miller
 14th Janette Green
 21st Fiona Peden
 28th Margaret Rathie

Helping to flush away poverty!
We are very pleased to report that sufficient 
donations have been forthcoming to contribute 
three more toilets, to add to the two we have 
already gifted, thus twinning each of the five 
toilets at church.  The original toilets are twinned 
with ones in Cambodia, and the latest with 
ones in Dumri Village (Bihar, India), Greenville 
(Liberia), and Bujumbura (Burundi).

Lynda McCraw
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Dear Friends,
He is not here.  He has been raised, just as He said.

What motivates your life?  What is your purpose in living?  What happens at the end 
of life?  For the Christian, the cross has the answer to these questions: questions 
that many people ask.  

We are about to celebrate Easter, the most important festival in the Christian year.  
To celebrate it fully, we must go through the darkness of Lent, Holy Week and Good 
Friday before being able to rejoice in the new life, light and power of Easter Sunday.  
I have read twice in different books this past week about how we can never know 
the light if we don’t also experience the dark.  Stars that shine 24/7 are only visible 
in the dark of the night.  

We come to ponder once more about the willingness of Jesus, Son of God, perfect 
human being, to die for all the wrong things that we have done and will ever do.  
Then, we come to bow, amazed that Jesus, Son of God, dying a human death, 
abandoned by His Father God, was able, through God’s power, to break the power 
of death, coming back to life in order to offer us His powerful presence day by day 
here on earth - His powerful presence with us through the dark and light of our life 
experiences.  He offers his presence, too, through our own physical death, bringing 
us the promise of life lived in God’s presence forever: a life filled with love, joy, peace, 
harmony.  Jesus, the Son of God, always keeps His promises.

Let us as a church and us as individuals take hold of His promise to be with us 
always, living our lives in the strength of His love, letting His power shine in us and 
through us so that others may see the difference that the sacrificial actions of the 
God of love at Easter can make in their lives. 

With every blessing
Margaret

1 Loanside
Selkirk

TD7 4DJ
April 2015

Guild Memorial Fund for Cancer Research
I would like to thank all who contributed to the £132.62 which was raised. The 
origins of this fund are in the mists of the past but a little research suggested it 
originated in Heatherlie Church and was set up in memory of a son lost to cancer.  
Perhaps one of our readers can fill in the details.

F. Nixon
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Selkirk Churches’ 
Holiday Club
This year the Holiday 
Club will be looking at 
how God’s saving love 
is for everyone.  We’ll explore various 
characters in the New Testament using 
the strap line Never too...
Never too many mistakes (Peter) 
Never too ordinary (Stephen) 
Never too near or far (Philip) 
Never too bad (Saul) 
Never too young (Timothy) 

Running from 10th - 14th August, 10 am 
till 12 noon in Connections, we need 
volunteers who are willing to commit 
time and talents to this venture.  On 
the grapevine, we’ve also heard that we 
need bubble wrap, shoeboxes and 
kitchen roll tubes,  so please keep 
any you get from now on!  

Please pray for the Club and ask God 
whether He wants you to be involved.  
For any more information, please 
speak to Margaret Steele. 

Congregational Board News
The Congregational Board met on 
Tuesday 17th February following a 
joint meeting with the Kirk Session to 
approve the accounts for 2014.

All in all, it was a very routine meeting. 
The treasurer, L. McCraw, presented 
a review of charges for the premises 
(as previously discussed by the 
Finance Committee) and a small 
increase to some lets were agreed.  
The property report did not highlight 
any major concerns and day to day 
issues continue to be handled by the 
Property Committee. It was once again 
highlighted that we should advertise 
the availability of our facilities to the 
community, so if you know of anyone 
that would like to use our facilities for 
a one-off event or on a weekly basis, 
please contact the church office to 
discuss further. The date of the next 
meeting is Tuesday 21st April.
 

Jacqui Lee
Clerk to Congregational Board

Growing in Faith
This House Group started to meet on 3rd March at Clerklands and will meet on the 
1st and 3rd Tuesday each month. We encourage each other in our journeys of faith 
as we explore the Bible, talk and pray together.  

We started to follow ‘An Omega Course’ by Ken Taylor. Each session has its own 
theme so can be followed  separately. The first session got everyone talking as we 
looked at the role of the Church in the present day.

Interested? Contact Jack and Jane Peers 01835 870751
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New church website
The new church website at selkirkparish.church 
is now live and could be your first port of call for 
any church news and information.  You will find 
a calendar of events, lists of elders and board 
members, information about different groups, 
contact forms, recent orders of service and The 
Hird, which can be viewed on-line or downloaded 
and printed off, links to other organisations, and 
much more.

The key thing about a website is to keep it up-to-date and make sure the information 
is all correct.  That is where YOU can come in!  Please browse the website and 
let me know if you spot any errors.  But more than that, we want everyone in the 
congregation to feel that they can contribute to what's on the site.  If you are involved 
in any organisations or activities related to the church, send me any information 
which might be of interest to others.  It doesn't need to be perfect prose. We can 
edit it and upload it to the appropriate part of the site.  Photos are also welcome.  No 
technical expertise required. Just send your contributions to david@dbethune.com.

Also, let me know how easy you find the website to use.  Can you find information 
you want?  Is there any extra information that we should add?  Please keep me 
informed and I will do my best to improve and extend the website.

Many thanks,  
David Bethune (david@dbethune.com)

Lunch is served every Tuesday and Wednesday from 
12 noon-1 pm at Rowlands in the West Port.  Come and 

support the Workwise students from Borders College and 
enjoy a delicious lunch at a very reasonable cost.  Bring your 

friends along too!
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 Fairtrade in Selkirk

Fairtrade Fortnight is now over for another year. Across 
all our activities we sold £850.56 of Fairtrade goods and 
sent £317.52 to the Traidcraft Fair Essentials Campaign to 
be doubled by the UK government. It will be used to train 
farmers in Bangladesh to "grow more, earn more and eat 
more".  We also had many positive conversations and ran 
a FT Facts Quiz which challenged people's knowledge and 
was won by Pauline Davidson. A FT chocolate egg is on 
its way to her!  Thank you to all of you who supported FTF 
in any way.

On Friday 6th March, Charles Chavi from Malawi visited Selkirk under the auspices 
of the Fairtrade Foundation. Charles administers the Fairtrade contract for 
Kasinthula Cane Growers Association.  It is an inspiration to meet those at the other 
end of the Fairtrade process and to hear first hand of the tremendous benefits they 
are reaping in their community from the Fairtrade premium. He, in turn, said that 
he was touched by the support of communities here in Scotland and would return 
home encouraged and with a deepened commitment. 

However, Charles also reminded us of the challenges which come from an 
unpredictable climate and political policy changes. Recent severe floods in Malawi 
have destroyed all of their maize crops, leaving people hungry. They are also very 
concerned about proposed changes to EU regulations which will threaten their 
livelihood.  Controls which had allowed sugar cane producers from poorer countries 
to sell in the EU are being changed; the market will be flooded with beet sugar 
grown in Europe and this will force communities like Charles' back into poverty. If 
you would like to support Charles, please go to the Fairtrade Foundation website  
at www.fairtrade.org.uk and use it to contact your EU representative. It takes 2 
minutes to do this! You can also write to your MEP asking them to investigate 
further the proposed change and its impact. Raising the issue within the EU may 
well allow some action to be taken which helps everyone involved. 

Our own church's monthly stall in March was themed "Spring Clean with Clean and 
Fair", new eco-friendly, Fairtrade cleaning products. On 5th April, Easter Sunday, 
we will be tempting you with tasty breakfast products. In fact, if you come along to 
the Easter Breakfast after the 7 am service on Easter Sunday, you can enjoy a FT 
breakfast with friends. You'll be pleasantly surprised to know how ethically sourced 
your breakfast could be.  

Myra Ward                 
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Lost for 
Words?

Mondays 7pm  
at the manse

Lost For Words?

Ever find yourself wishing you knew how 
to tell folk about your faith in a God who 
loves you, forgives you, walks beside you 
helping you day by day?  

The Lost for Words course points us in the right direction, making us think through 
our faith and helping us to think of how we might answer the difficult questions 
people ask e.g. “Why does a God of love allow suffering?” “Don’t all religions lead 
to God?”   
Starting at 7 pm in the Manse we will explore: 
13th April  Evangelism – trouble or joy?
20th April  How do we explore Christianity with others?
27th April  How do we get started?
4th & 11th May  What do we say?
25th May  How do we keep motivated?
1st June Common questions
For more information please contact Margaret Steele tel. 23308

The Age of Stupid   March 13th County Hotel

The Selkirk Peace and Justice Group and The Selkirk Film Club 
worked together to show this film to raise awareness of the need to 
act now to reverse climate change. We cannot say we are unaware 
of changes to the world’s climate. As 28 of us sat watching the film, 
the Islands in the South Pacific were being ravaged by the biggest 
cyclone in climate history. 

‘The Age of Stupid’ was first released in 2008 and identifies 2015 as the year after 
which our negative impact on the climate starts to become irreversible! Watching 
the film again, one could be depressed to note that so little progress has been made 
in the intervening years. We just fail to understand that we need to act now in order 
to prevent catastrophic effects for future generations. Politicians need to know that 
the public are concerned and do want them to make the big decisions to bring about 
the big changes needed in our use of the world’s resources.

After the film, we were encouraged to write to our politicians to empower them to act. 
Postcards were available for completion to be sent on our behalf to The First Minister 
and our local MPs.  If we want them to be brave we need to be brave too. It is a 
case of “I will if you will”. We want to encourage others to join in and say “So will I”.
Together we can make the changes for the climate future of the world. 

Postcards are still available at SPC or from Jane Peers.

Elissa Jones
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Church Accounts 2014 - Summary

Income: 
Ordinary Offerings 21947
Gift Aid giving 36731
Tax recovered 10143
Donations   110
Interest  464
Use of Premises 3030
Other Income 442
Total Income £72,867

Balance at start of year 6696
Deficit  10776 
Transfer to Reserve Fund (8000) 
End of year Balance £9,472

General Account
Expenditure: 
Ministries & Mission  35182
Presbytery Dues 516
Local Ministry & Staff  5589
Building Costs 13611
Other expenses 7193

Total Expenditure £62,091

 Income: 
Fundraising 2441
Donations (Incl. Gift Aided) 9597
Tax Recovered 2061
Grants 14702
Other 393
Total Income £29,194

Balance at start of year 15799
Deficit   (12919)
End of Year Balance £2,880

Expenditure:
Renovation Project               
& related costs                       42113

Total Expenditure              £42,113

Facilities Upgrade Fund

Roof Fund 
Income: 
Fundraising 3322
Donations (Incl. Gift Aided) 5570
Tax Recovered 206
Grants 18184
Feed-in Tariff 2446
Total Income £29,728

Balance at start of year (7902)
Surplus   4282
End of Year Balance (£3,620)

Expenditure:
Steeple 25104              
Loan interest                       342

Total Expenditure              £25,446

End of year balances on our other funds:
General Fabric £8054, Reserve Fund £15561, Organ/Music £2125, 
Social Relief Fund £262, Sunday School £227
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Treasurer’s Notes to the Accounts (on page 8)

Compared with 2013, our general income has increased by £396, whereas our 
general expenditure has decreased by £11,056.  This is mainly due to a Presbytery 
reduction of £5,000 in our Ministries and Mission Allocation (as a response to the 
large fabric demands on our finances), and also our reduced local staffing costs, 
(organists, church officer, cleaning staff giving of their time freely, for which we are 
very grateful).  However, with a decreasing membership, we will perhaps struggle to 
maintain, let alone increase, our level of income, whilst our expenses will definitely 
be substantially more in 2015.

As far as fabric is concerned, the final payment for the renovation project is still to 
come, but we have almost raised the necessary amount, and also covered the cost 
of the steeple repairs.  The Congregational Board has subsequently agreed that we 
should pay back the outstanding loan on the photovoltaic cells, from funds raised 
and our reserves.  This means that, for the first time in over 4 years and hopefully 
for the foreseeable future, we will have no major fabric commitments.  

We are extremely grateful for all the hard work, generous giving and general 
support we have received, without which we would be in huge financial difficulties.  
In particular, we are greatly indebted to all those funding bodies who awarded us 
grants over the past two years for both the renovation work and the steeple, which 
are as follows: 
 Allchurches Trust £1,750,  Baird Trust  £7,000, Beatrice Laing Trust £1,000, Climate 
Challenge  £29,025, Ferguson Bequest £6,000, Garfield Weston Foundation £5,000, 
The General Trustees £15,000, Listed Places of Worship £4,184, Robertson Trust 
£15,000, Selkirk Common Good Fund £2,000 and Selkirk Rotary Club £1,000.
 

A more detailed set of accounts is available from the church office.

Lynda McCraw (treasurer)

Blessin
g

May the truth of Easter
The joy of Easter
And the blessings of Easter
Be with us this day and all days.
Amen

Church Cleaning Teams

Fiona would be happy to hear from 
anyone who would like to join a 
cleaning team. It takes a couple of 
hours every 6 weeks or so.

Thanks,
Fiona Holmes, 20183
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Ashkirk News
Diary Dates
Stated Annual Meeting:  22nd March after our act of worship. Light refreshments 
will be available. Communion Dates for 2015: 24 th May,  23 rd August ,  29 th 
November.  All services will take place at Ashkirk Parish Church at noon.

We look forward to welcoming CTSV for Palm 
Sunday worship at 6.30 p.m. in Ashkirk.

Easter Sunday will see our early morning act of 
worship in the Church Yard at 8 a.m.  The main 
Easter Service at noon will be preceded by coffee 
and cake from 11.30 a.m.

A church fundraising Gift Day will take place on 20th June in Ashkirk Village Hall. Gift 
envelopes will be delivered in the weeks prior to that date and light refreshments 
will be served in the Hall to all who attend.

Our Local Review went well and the Session felt they had been listened to and 
supported in the work that is being done in Ashkirk. The service lead by Rev Malcolm 
Jefferson, on 1st March, was enjoyed by all, and gave us inspiration for the next steps 
on our journey in Ashkirk.  Our Lent Bible Studies have been enjoyed by a small 
group of ladies, and they have found the materials both educational and challenging.

Finally, I would like to express my thanks to all who have supported me in any way 
over the past few weeks. Your prayers, kindness, help, gifts and cards have helped 
to make a difficult time bearable. 

Thank you all, Fran Selkirk

O n c e  a g a i n , 
we are looking 

forward to Christ ian Aid Week.  
Christian Aid is the development and 
aid arm of ACTS (Action of Churches 
Together in Scotland) and Christian 
Aid is another opportunity for the 
various congregations in Selkirk to 
work together.

This year Christian Aid Week is from 
May 10th-16th.  As usual, collectors 
are needed for the house-to-house 
collections and for the street collection 
on Saturday 16th.

In a new venture, the Cross Keys will 
be open on Friday 15th and Saturday 
16th from 10 am where people can find 
more information about the work done 
by Christian Aid and its partners and 
can drop off donations.  Volunteers will 
be required to staff this as well.  

If you are willing to volunteer for any of 
these tasks – and you are not limited 
to only one! – please contact me either 
in person, by phone (725427) or email 
thorncroft54@gmail.com.
Bruce Lawrie

                 knl;;l;iiChristian Aid Week
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7 am  Welcome Easter Day
  Auld Kirkyard
  followed by Breakfast 
  Parish Church Hall

10.15 am  Taste and See 
  Family Service
  Easter Communion 
  Selkirk Parish Church

Palm Sunday 6.30 pm  Worship the Prince of Peace
29 March   Ashkirk Parish Church 

Monday 7.30 pm       Christ in the Passover with Jews for Jesus
30 March    Baptist Church, Connections

Tuesday 7.30 pm      Tuesday Treasure
31 March   Selkirk Parish Church  
               
Wednesday 7.30 pm  Holy Wednesday Worship
1 April   United Reformed Church  

Thursday  7.30 pm  Sung Eucharist followed by The Watch
2 April   St. John’s Scottish Episcopal Church

Good Friday 2 pm   Walk of Witness (see page 16)
3 April  Start at St John’s and finish at Our Lady and St Joseph’s
      
Saturday   7.30 pm Renewal of Baptism Vows,
4 April       Lighting of Paschal candle 
       St John’s Church

Ecumenical Services for Holy Week
in Selkirk

Everyone welcome

Easter Day April 5th
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On Sunday 8th March, over 150 folk from all the 
churches in Selkirk, Ashkirk and the valleys, met in 
the Victoria Hall to worship together.  Following on 
from the World Day of Prayer earlier in the week, 
the service focussed on praying for the world.

The theme was developed in four parts. Firstly, we 
thought about our world – the beauty and wonder 
of it – and its fragility and the damage we have 
done.  All were invited to write down one aspect 
of our world which brings us joy, and one aspect 
which brings sadness.  These were passed to 
neighbours and prayers were offered.

Next we thought about war and the plight of 
refugees – and recognised our part in it, praying 
for peace and wisdom for leaders in troubled places. The congregation were invited 
to respond “Hear our prayers” after each section of prayer, then to share “the peace” 
with neighbours in the hall, and to carry that peace out into the world at the end of 
the service.

The third aspect was healing and wholeness. We heard contrasting stories of Sierra 
Leone, devastated by Ebola, and Rwanda, where reconciliation after the genocide 
of 1994 had led to the establishment of a universal health care system – a good 
news story.  We heard the story of Jesus healing a leper, and prayed that we would 
follow in his footsteps, bringing healing in his Name.

The final input was from Amy Ward, who told us of the ministry of El Barrio 4 Christ 
in Guatemala, where she had been working for the last 2 years – a story of green 
shoots of hope in a context of poverty, violence and corruption.  An offering was 
taken, amounting to £579, which will go to support the ongoing work of Christian 
Aid and El Barrio 4 Christ.

The praise was led by musicians and singers from different congregations. After 
the final hymn, people remained to chat and have coffee, taking the time to meet 
members of other congregations.

All this was possible thanks to the hard work of the coordinating group, the musicians, 
the technical team, the stewards, Jacqui Lee organising children’s activities at the 
back of the hall, the kitchen team and the hall keeper.

David Bethune
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The Secret Church (Part 1)

Selkirk Parish Church is (we hope) many things to many people, messenger of the 
Gospel to all, but one thing it is not - a secret church, so...
Welcome to the 'Secret Church'. These are the Christians who are forced to keep 
their faith hidden. Their church buildings are cellars, forests, fields. Their service 
times are early in the morning or late at night. They memorise Scripture and sing 
hymns silently.  What does it take to be a member of the Secret Church?

Here are some general rules. 
Rule 1: Be Careful.  There are only between 200 and 300 Christian believers in 
Tibet and they face severe persecution.  Meeting in secret, usually in small groups 
of six to ten people, they gather in darkened rooms to sing their Christian songs 
softly, almost inaudibly. If they are discovered, they are at risk of being thrown 
out of their family home, beaten or arrested. Zigsa is one of their leaders. He was 
trained as a monk, but meetings with Nepalese Christians caused him to leave 
the monastery. When he returned home and the villagers found out that he was 
no longer a monk, he was shunned by family and community, lost everything and 
was on the point of suicide when Jesus met him in a vision and he became His 
follower. He made contact with other Christians and became an evangelist in Tibet 
- he and they meet in secret, small groups to avoid persecution from the Tibetan 
government and community - Be Careful!

Rule 2: Be Prayerful.  For secret Christians, prayer is not an optional activity or 
extra. Every meeting, every activity is covered in prayer. Not that you would always 
know this was happening. 
In a restaurant in North Africa, six men sit around a table having a conversation. 
One of them is speaking, making eye contact with the others, gesturing with his 
hands. Another starts talking in response. Nobody around them realizes that 
this conversation is actually a prayer meeting and that these men are Muslim-
background believers praying the persecuted church way. 'We don't talk on the 
phone and don't send e-mails,' they say. ‘Instead, the noisy restaurant is the perfect 
cover - and we eat well afterwards!’
A North Korean secret believer told us, 'Prayer is so vital, because a wrong decision 
could be fatal. Whenever we do a project with Open Doors, first we fast for seven, 
sometimes ten days. Only when God tells us separately that we can continue with 
this project, do we give the green light and carry on. Sometimes we have a vivid 
dream in which God tells us what to do, sometimes we all just feel exactly the 
same about the project. Our believers are bolder and stronger, even though the 
persecution is also stronger. Be Prayerful!

If you wish to say 'Yes' to helping the persecuted church, 
by praying or giving, contact www.opendoorsuk.org/
secret church or phone 01993 777300.
        David Taylor, Prayer Promoter
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Property Update
Hall
The Defects Liability Period for the 
renovation of the hall has expired 
and the architect, Gordon Melrose, 
and contractor, Paul Hermiston, have 
carried out a final inspection to check 
for faults. These include a sagging 
ceiling panel, a leaking radiator, and 
some door catches which are not 
working. The toilet light sensors are 
also still causing problems. These will 
be fixed over the next month or so.

Roof Inspections
The church and manse roofs have 
been inspected recently, and some 
repairs are needed. The church has a 
number of slipped or cracked slates, 
and some of the wooden ventilators in 
the main roof need painting. The bell 
tower needs some wire mesh repairs 
to stop birds getting in. The Loanside 
manse will need some of the ridge 
tiles reseated.

Maintenance & Improvements
The winter period 
has seen some 
work done, including 
improvements to 
the church security 
alarm system, and 

installation of a self closing mechanism 
on the south side entrance door. A 
new gas boiler is to be installed in the 
Glebe Manse replacing one installed 
in 1988. A garden shed is soon to be 
erected at the back of the church for 
the storage of garden tools.

Andrew Laing, Property Convener

Selkirk Church Friends
In October of last year, the Parish 
Church Ladies Fellowship and Selkirk 
URC Women’s Guild joined together 
as Selkirk Church Friends.  We all 
feel our new group has been very 
successful.  With only one officebearer 
and many other people taking part as 
needed, we’re a very informal lot!

We meet twice a month on alternate 
Tuesdays and have a speaker on one 
Tuesday and Craft & Chat on the other 
one.  We all feel we’ve mixed well and 
met many new people.  There’s been 
lots of chat and laughter, some crafting 
and very interesting and informative 
speakers.  

We held a Coffee Morning last 
Saturday which was very successful, 
raising £280+.  The money from this 
will go to Parish Church funds and 
Action for Children.  All the goods 
that were left over went to the new 
Margaret Kerr Charity Shop in Kelso.

We also had a lovely Christmas buffet 
lunch in the hall with Shona Grieve 
doing the catering and are finishing 
off this session with afternoon tea in 
the hall also catered by Shona.  We 
have approximately 30 people coming 
along and are looking forward to the 
coming session.

Ann Thomson

& Chat
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      Amy signs off
Hello folks!

Well I'm happy to say that I'm no longer having to wear six 
jumpers a day(!), as my body acclimatises to the local 
balmy climate once again and as Spring gets ever closer 
to us here in Selkirk.  The last two months have sailed by, 
with lots of visiting north and south of the border to catch 
up with old friends and share stories, and I must say thank 
you to all of those who have welcomed me so warmly back home; I have felt very 
well-loved.

Folk ask what it's like to be back and of course there are many things to relish.  
Quite apart from seeing friends and family again, it's been lovely to reacquaint my-
self with cheese and pickle sandwiches, chocolate digestives, and baked beans, 
among other culinary delights!  It's been great to get on a bike again, and to enjoy 
the stillness and silence of the evenings here.  To feel secure, and not think about 
personal safety when leaving the house.

It's also pretty strange to think of the lives of those I've come to know and love over 
in Guatemala continuing along as they always have done.  The girls in the local 
shop still patting tortillas all day.  Carlos, the taxi man, still sitting in the sun with 
other drivers near my house, waiting for customers.  And of course, the girls and 
guards still getting up at 3:00am, eating their eggs and refried beans for breakfast 
and negotiating each day as it comes.  A number of the girls I knew have left prison 
and are re-entering their lives in the outside world.  I have thought a lot about them 
in particular as I 're-enter' my world here in Selkirk.  They have left a difficult place, 
yes, but a place where they had routine, community, established relationships and 
relative safety.  Now they have to rebuild relationships outside the prison again, or 
begin new ones, discovering how they've changed and trying to understand what 
that means for this new stage in their life.

While I was still in Guatemala, I would enjoy meeting up with some of the girls 
when they left the prison, sharing a bite to eat with them.  It struck me how much 
they dwelt on their time in prison, wanting to know how the girls and guards were, 
wanting me to pass on their greetings to various pals left behind.  It puzzled me 
sometimes, the extent to which they looked back to that time, rather than focussing 
on the freedom they now enjoyed.  But I understand it better now.  There is a sense 
of bereavement as you leave a community and way of life in which you've been im-
mersed, and a lot of adjusting to do once you're in a new environment.  Like the girls 
who are now re-entering society once again, there are some adjustments for me 
to make back here in the Borders.  What is wonderful to know is that God is close 
to those girls as they embark on this new chapter, and equally close to all of us in 
Selkirk as our lives continue together in community here.

Amy Ward
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Kirk Session Notes
Here are a few notes from the February and March meetings of the Kirk Session!
•	 The church’s local review by Presbytery took place in February. It was a very 

positive experience for both the Kirk Session and for the team from Presbytery, 
led by Rev Malcolm Jefferson from St Andrews Leckie Church in Peebles. The 
written report is still to arrive but I’ll let you know about that in the next issue 
of the Hird.

•	  Future Focus. The Communications group has set up the church website and 
there is now also a Facebook page. These are new ways to communicate what 
we’re doing at Selkirk Parish Church. We hope that you’ll take a look and maybe 
add some info.
The Men’s group has had a Curry Night in Rowland’s which proved very 
successful and another is planned for March 24th.  The Community Research 
Group is ongoing. A number of ladies (23), met to discuss the issues raised by 
the Possible World materials over the past seven weeks. These were thought 
-provoking and challenging.

•	  The Kirk Session organised a well attended service and afternoon tea to 
celebrate the return of Amy Ward after two years working in a women’s prison 
in Guatemala. It’s a joy to have her back in our church and community.

•	  We are sorry to have lost another of our retired elders. George Morison was a 
well-liked and respected member of the Kirk Session. Our thoughts and prayers 
are with his wife Elsie and family.

•	  Pauline Davidson will be the elder representing SPC at the General Assembly 
this May, together with our minister.

Well, that’s all, folks, for the time being.
Your Session Clerk,
Elma Hendrie

Walk of Witness Good Friday 2 pm

You are invited to join with people from all the congregations in the town to take part 
in the Walk of Witness on Good Friday. We will start at St John’s church at 2 pm 
and stop at each church building in turn where we will sing a hymn and someone 
from a different denomination will pray for that congregation.  We will also stop in 
the Market Place and pray there for the community of Selkirk.  

This is a powerful witness to our faith so let’s make it an even bigger crowd this 
year.
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Many churches, Residential Care 
Homes and hotels have had the 
pleasure of hearing Bruce sing.  Indeed 
those of you with very long memories 
might remember him coming to the 
Bowling Club here in Selkirk in the 
late 80’s!

He says this about himself.  “I became 
a Christian at fourteen and celebrated 
thirty years as a full-time professional 
entertainer in May 2014.  The ups and 
downs of my “journey” as a person and 
a performer over that time have shaped 
my performance and enable me to 
empathise with my audience.  I strive at 
all times to maintain a Christian ethos 
in my material and performance.  My 
performances have been described as 
“edifying entertainment” and I think 
that description best sums up what I 
try to do.

The 23 ReachOut ladies who met over 7 
weeks to follow The Possible World course 
did feel they had grown in friendship and in 
faith.  The course addressed big issues and 
challenged our thinking and lifestyle.  As well 
as being challenging, it was good fun meeting 
together!   Here are some thoughts and the 
prayer from our final session.  

Note to self...

•	 Stop being 

judgemental.

•	 Start listening more 

to other people and 

to God

•	Keep on meeting, 

sharing, laughing, 

praying.

Lord God,
help us to see the world through your eyes.
We thank you that you bring the light of hope 
into our world.
Help us to show your light to others.  
Help us to see that another world is possible.
Help us to be living examples of what that 
looks like.
Amen

God’s gift of music to me is something 
I have long acknowledged, nurtured 
and used to entertain, inspire and 
encourage people, inside and outside 
the Church.  I regard my concerts as 
entertainment and not necessarily 
evangelism, but plan them to be 
thought-provoking and entertaining for 
Christians and non-Christians alike.  
My concerts include a variety of songs, 
including familiar material mainly from 
the Folk or Popular field, some of my 
own compositions, and I also include 
some more overtly “Christian” songs, 
too.”

Please put the date in your diary and 
look out for more information in the 
next Hird.

Margaret Steele

Bruce Davis Concert
September 26th 2015 at 7 p.m. in the Church
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Tribute to George Morison
A gracious, gentle man, with such a welcoming smile, a fun sense of humour and  
a quick wit, George was someone who always wanted to know how other folk were 
doing.

Born in Wales, he came to Selkirk for training at the Haining during the 2nd World 
War.  Meeting his wife-to-be, Elsie, meant he returned here after the war, becoming a 
member of the Civil Defence League. He started to work for William Hogg in order to 
finish his apprenticeship, continuing to be employed there for many years. Later, he 
moved to Exacta, which was an inside job, working there for 13 years until he retired. 
Family was very important to George:  Elsie, Kenneth, Jeanette, then the 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren all spent quality time with him exploring the 
great outdoors on bike and on foot.

George’s faith was vitally important to him.  He knew that God loved him and that 
God had given him his talents and so he enjoyed using them to help in the church, 
firstly in the Lawson Memorial Church and then Selkirk Parish Church, an elder for 
over 40 years.  The folk of his district always knew that George was someone who 
was there to help them whenever they needed.  His handyman and joinery skills also 
came to the fore with George taking an active role in property matters too. Often, he’d 
be called when the burglar alarm went off. He continued to worship regularly until 
fairly recently and was always interested in what was going on. His life and witness 
have been inspirational to all who met him and we give God thanks for his life.

Margaret Steele

The Future Focus process we conducted as a church highlighted that we'd like to 
improve our communication with everyone, inside and outside the church walls.  
One of  the things we've done to work at this is set up a Facebook page.  You'll find 
us by searching for 'Selkirk Parish Church'.

Along with the Sunday notices, Hird and website, it's another way of sharing our 
news with the people in Selkirk.  If you use Facebook, visit the page 'Selkirk Parish 
Church' and click on 'like' to receive the updates.

Louise Raffier
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We apologise to Rena Thomson’s friends and family for the error in her 
name printed in the last issue.

Bereavements
Selkirk
Jan.  15 Hilda Murray
  Collingwood
  The Green 

 16 John Shannon
  2 Castle Street

 18 Jim Thomson
  Hillview, Forest Road

 21 Nancy Bateman
  Cushnie, Dovecot Park

 29 George Morison
  2 Chapel Place 

Feb. 2 Nessie Sharp
  St Andrews Nursing Home
   Hawick

Selkirk 
March
Tuesday 31 2 pm   Selkirk Church Friends afternoon tea
April 
Monday  6 12.10-12.30 pm Blythswood Van (see page 2)
Sunday 5 10.15 am  Easter Communion
  2.30 pm  Service at Thornfield 
Wednesday 8 11 am   Communion 
Thursday 9    Cameo Trip 
May
Monday  4 12.10-12.30 pm Blythswood Van 
Sunday 10 4.00 pm  Taste and See, Worship for All, picnic
Sun.-Sat.  10-16    Christian Aid Week (see page 10)
Fri 22 2.30 pm  Service at Riverside
Sunday  24 10.15 am  Pentecost Communion
  2.00 pm   Churches Together meeting at Kirkhope
Wed 27 11 am   Communion Service
June
Monday  1 12.10-12.30 pm Blythswood Van 

Feb. 15 Alistair Wilson
  2 Hillview Crescent

 19 Sheila Heard
  Knowesouth Nursing Home
  Jedburgh
  
  May Riddell
  9 Ettrickhaugh Road

March 2 William Scott
  66 Back Row
 Ashkirk
Jan. 18  Jim Selkirk
  2 The Glebe
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Items for the June issue of The Hird should be with the editor 
by May 17th.

Session Clerk:
Mrs. Fran Selkirk,
2, The Glebe, Ashkirk 
Tel: 01750 32204 
f.selkirk@btinternet.com

Treasurer:
Dr. Harry Dooley,
Castanea, The Woll, Ashkirk
Tel:  01750 32710
hddooley@yahoo.co.uk

Ashkirk
Minister:  
Rev. Margaret Steele, 1 Loanside, Selkirk, TD7 4DJ Tel:  01750 23308
mdjsteele@gmail.com

Church Officer:
Ian Watson
Tel:  20739
spamcan34033@aol.com 
Hird Editor:
Anne Bethune
Tel:  21703
anne@dbethune.com

Minister:  
Rev. Margaret Steele  
1 Loanside, Selkirk, TD7 4DJ
Tel:  01750 23308
mdjsteele@gmail.com 
Session Clerk:
Elma Hendrie
Tel:  21666
keithandelma@gmail.com 
Treasurer:
Lynda McCraw 
Tel:  21971
mrs_houseproud@yahoo.co.uk 
Gift Aid Convener: 
Gillian Grant
Tel:  22206
Sunday School Leader: 
Jacqui Lee
Tel:  22108
jacqui.lee63@btinternet.com 
Church Secretary:
Vicki Macfarlane
Office Hours: Wed - Fri, 10-12 noon    Tel:  20078
office@selkirkparishchurch.org

Selkirk


