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FLOWER MINISTRY

June
5th
12th
19th
26th

Liz Thompson in charge
Sybil Miller
Janette Green
J. & A. McMorran
F. Peden/M. Paton

Aug.		
2nd
9th
16th
23rd

Irene Marshall in charge
C. Johnston/I. Marshall
H. Bell//F. Nixon
Isobel Sharp
Cathie Donaldson

July		
3rd
10th
17th
24th
31st

Marjorie Lawrie in charge
Mary Mallin
Janice Renton
Margaret Paton
Margaret Milne
Elaine Monro

The Flower Calendar is
available on the notice
board in the Meeting
House. Donations
would be appreciated for
any blank Sundays.

Many of you enjoyed taking part in the various ecumenical services during Holy
Week and on Easter morning. It is good to worship together with our brothers
and sisters in the other congregations and we enjoy the encouragement of others
coming to worship with us.
Christian Aid week this year was a little more low key, as we were not able to do any
door-to-door collections. However, the street collection took place on the Saturday
and we were able to stage the interesting exhibition of pictures from Gaza in the
pop-up shop. We need someone (or a small group, perhaps) to offer to organise
Christian Aid week for 2017. Could it be you (and your friends)?
As we look ahead towards the summer, the next big event where we work together
is the Selkirk Churches Holiday Club (see page 8). On the Sunday immediately
following this, all the congregations will join together for a holiday-club themed
service in the Victoria Halls. We look forward to that as we launch into the second
half of the year.
The AGM of Churches Together will be on Sunday 25th September in the Parish
Church Hall, a bring-and-share lunch at 1pm, followed by the meeting at 2pm.
Meetings of CTSV are open to all, and we would welcome new faces from all
congregations to bring fresh ideas and enthusiasm for our working and worship
together.		
David Bethune
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1 Loanside
Selkirk
TD7 4DJ
June 2016
Dear Friends,

Jesus prays for us John 17:20-26

Over the last couple of months, we have been looking at Prayer in the Sunday
morning services, including the last prayer that Jesus made with his disciples. This
has a section detailing the prayer he made for his followers of every age. That
includes you and me.
He prayed it 2,000 years ago but promises that He still prays for each one of us every
minute of our lives. The Message translation puts it like this: With God on our side
how can we lose?... The One who died for us – who was raised to life for us! – is in
the presence of God at this very moment sticking up for us… Do you think anyone
is going to be able to drive a wedge between us and Christ’s love for us? There is
no way! Nothing can get between us and God’s love because of the way that Jesus
our Master has embraced us. (Romans 8)
There are times in our lives when we find it very difficult to pray for ourselves. That is
why we have the Prayer Group in the church and the Prayer Chain too. The Prayer
Group will be meeting in Ashkirk from time to time from the Autumn. Louise Raffier
is the contact person for the Prayer Chain. If you would like the church to be praying
for someone in particular, then please contact her on 23135 or email louiseeduff@
hotmail.com. There have been many answers to the prayers made over the years.
There are times too, though, when it is difficult to tell someone else what is happening
in your life. Be assured that Jesus knows and He is willing to accompany you through
those hard times as well as rejoicing with you in the happy times. Prayer is our vital
lifeline to God the Father – Jesus sees to it that we always have instant, continual
access. Unlike broadband coverage, God never goes out of range.
As always, I am very happy to come to chat and pray with anyone who asks. You
know my contact details, so don’t hesitate to get in touch.

With every blessing
Margaret
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Statistical Return for 2015
As required by the Church of Scotland, our statistical return has been completed
and is as follows:
Members on Communion Roll at 31st Dec. 2014		
Members admitted during year ending 2015
By profession of faith
1
By certificate
1
By restoration/resolution
2
Communicants removed during year ending 2015
By death
21
By certificate
3
Other
1
Members on Communion Roll at 31st Dec. 2015		

481

460

Elma Hendrie, Session Clerk

Ashkirk News
Pudding Lunch later in the year. A Gift
Day is planned for 21st August, which
will be followed by a Parish Lunch at
the Woll. More details to follow.

Ashkirk continues to be busy and the
hall goes from interesting to exciting
with the various activities that now
regularly take place. We have had a
number of upsets with people close to
the church being taken ill and needing
hospital care. We have also had the
sad death of Peter Learmonth, and we
extend our condolences to his family
and friends.

Please don’t forget the Holiday Club,
to be held in Selkirk from 8th - 12th
August. Your prayers, donations and
volunteering would be most helpful.
A warm welcome awaits you to any of
our Church or Village activities.

There has recently been a couple of
new people moving into the village
and we hope they will accept a warm
welcome from the congregation.

Fran Selkirk,
Session Clerk

Diary Dates
Ashkirk Parish Church invites you to
share in an Ashkirk Village BBQ, on
Saturday 25th June in the Village Hall
and Garden between 4 and 6 pm. We
hope many will come and enjoy good
food, good company and catch up with
friends and neighbours.

Our Church is always open for you to
enjoy its beauty and peace.

We also hope to have a Soup and
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Transformation – Developing a Heart for God: meeting mostly in the
Manse, 1 Loanside, Selkirk, on Sunday evenings, we’ll explore the story of David
the Psalmist and King in order to find out how following God can transform our lives.
Sun. 12th June
Sun. 19th June
Sun. 26th June
Sun. 3rd July

From fear to faith
From envy to compassion, meeting at 3 Deer Park
From hatred to love
From despair to hope

Come along at 7 pm on any of these dates and you’ll find a warm welcome.
Margaret Steele

Growing in Faith will meet on Tuesdays, 7th June, 5th July & 2nd August over
the summer. We enjoy fellowship and seek to encourage each other.

We meet at the home of Jane & Jack Peers, Orchard Brow, Clerklands at 7.30pm.
Ring 01835 870751 for more details or if you need a lift. New members always
welcome.
Jane Peers

CAMEO
I would like to thank the committee and all the members of Cameo for the beautiful
bouquet of flowers and the most generous gift voucher. I was overwhelmed and
delighted with them, also the lovely card with all your good wishes written on it.
I’m so pleased Marjorie Lawrie will be carrying on CAMEO when it starts again in
the Autumn.
Thank you all again,
Maisie
From Marjorie: CAMEO will start again on Thursday, September 29 at 2pm. All
welcome.
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Do you know what a Street Pastor is?
He/she is someone associated with a church who goes out
onto the streets to care for, listen to and help people. I am
going through training right now to become one and will be
going out with a team of three or four during the hours of 11pm
- 4am in Galashiels on a Saturday night. Starting soon.
We will be making the streets safer by handing out flip flops to girls who are walking
home barefoot after sore feet from high heels. Often they end up in A&E with cut
feet. We will also pick up bottles to avoid the broken glass. We will help get people
to taxis or stay beside someone who is in desperate need to talk, or to keep them
from harm.
Street Pastors is in partnership with the local council and the police. It is taking the
church out onto the streets and showing God's love in a practical way. We are also
looking for more prayer pastors who will pray for us during the time we are out.
Are you able to help? Are you someone who doesn't sleep well and is often awake
during these hours and could pray with others?
The Service of Commissioning for Borders Street Pastors is in Trinity Church,
Galashiels on 11th June at 8 p.m. Please come and talk to me if you want to find
out more or call me on 22687.
Fiona Corbett

Selkirk Church Friends

Congregational Board Notes

Selkirk Church Friends again enjoyed
a very happy and successful session.
The final event was an Afternoon
Tea on 22 March. This was provided
by Shona Grieve. The new session
begins on Tuesday 4 October 2016
at 2 pm. The programme will be
provided by Caldwell’s Ice Cream
from Peebles. New Friends will be
made very welcome.

The April meeting started with Rev
Margaret Steele welcoming the new
members onto the Board: Marion
MacIntosh, Andrew Laing and Edwin
Robinson.
Unfortunately, due to the lack of a
volunteer to lead the Stewardship
Campaign in the initial stages, this will
not progress any further at present.
However, can I remind everyone of
the invitation to organise one-off fundraising events - it could be a ‘Come
Dine with Me’ evening, a garden party
or anything you can think of to raise
funds.
Kind regards
Jacqui Lee

Jennifer Barrie

Guild Memorial Fund
I would like to thank all who contributed
to the £67.59 raised for cancer
research.
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Fay Nixon

Children
Wait a moment! What can an old guiser (original spelling) like me possibly know
about children - except that he was one himself in the dim and distant past? So
I’ll appeal to a higher authority (Proverbs chapter 19, verse 18): “If you don’t
discipline your children, you are giving them freedom to destroy themselves.”
In the eyes of many, that is exactly what is happening to chidren to-day: their
lives ruined by a combination of misguided soft-hearts, ‘shrinks’ and people in
authority over them whose knowledge of human nature is completely wrong. Let
me quote again, from a book called Children without childhood written in 1984 by
an American lady named Marie Winn. “Children have been emancipated from all
fear or respect for every kind of authority, parents, teachers, the law, what you will;
they have therefore been delivered bound hand and foot into the hands of two
infinitely more terrible tyrannies, their own unchecked egos and the pressure of
their peers.” Add to this something which she couldn’t have foreseen, an utterly
false sense of power and sophistication (and exposure to new kinds of evil as well)
resulting from wizardry with IT in all its forms - mobiles, lap-tops or whatever.
A bleak picture? It certainly is, unless the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ is
ministered to them, and the people who do this need our prayers, whether it is our
own folks who run JAM at Knowepark, or in Sunday School or wherever it takes
place.
So what about Christian children and the fearful experiences they have had and
do experience these days as part of Christian families in areas of persecution and
danger, or as Christians in hostile environments at school, or themselves victims at
the hands of brutal men with guns. How much they need our fervent prayers also.
There is nowhere near enough space to pass on
examples of such suffering, so here is a wonderful
all-embracing prayer for them, courtesy of Barnabas
Prayer.
Our Father in Heaven, we ask your blessing on Christian children growing up
in situations of great pressure and persecution. We pray for those in countries
like Pakistan and Egypt, who go daily to schools where they are discriminated
against, mocked, pressurised to convert to another religion, failed in their exams
or even violently attacked just because they follow you. We pray for those who
have witnessed terrible atrocities in countries like Syria or Iraq, who have lost
parents or siblings and live with the memories of what they have seen. We pray for
those in countries like India, who have grown up despising themselves because
that is what the majority community feels about them.We pray for those homeless
and on the streets, like in North Korea. The Korean phrase used for them means
‘wandering swallows’. Please comfort, strengthen, guide and keep each one, for
the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.
continued on page 8
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continued from page 7

In one recent prayer diary, there is a photo of Christian children praying in Burma.
It is a stunning picture of passionate, fervent prayer and devotion: “Jesus loves the
Iittle children of the world - red or yellow, black or white, all are precious in His sight;
Jesus loves the little children of the world.”
David Taylor, Prayer Promoter

Holiday Club 8th -12th August
in Connections from 10 - midday
Our theme this year is Guardians of Ancora: a new
game app produced free from Scripture Union, allowing
youngsters to access Bible stories through playing
games and puzzles. The game is set in the amazing,
fictional world of Ancora. There, children can discover
the truth of God’s Word by becoming Guardians of the city. At the heart of the city of
Ancora is the Spire, bringing light to the community. That light needs the power of
stories to keep it shining and it’s the task of the Guardians to seek those treasured
stories and restore them to the city. The stories are Bible stories. As the game
develops, year on year, it will grow to include the big story of God – from Genesis
to Revelation. See guardiansofancora.com for details.
The Club will feature 5 stories: Jesus calling the fishermen, Jesus healing the Roman
officer’s servant, Jesus healing the woman and the girl, healing the paralysed man,
and feeding the 5,000.
As always, I am looking for volunteers to help at the Club, Elissa is looking for folk
to help prepare the craft material and we need people willing to pray either at home
or in Connections while the Club is happening.
If you can help with any of these, then please contact me on 23308 or Elissa on
01896 822540.
Margaret Steele

Scott’s Selkirk
8th October

5p Mile Update
Since my last report, we are
very grateful to have received 5,403 5ps,
or £270.15, which equates to a further
105.9 yards towards our goal. With just
321.8 yards still to go, (16,412x5ps),
please keep collecting and donating
these small coins.
Lynda McCraw

Coffee Shop + Stalls in the hall.
Further details in the next Hird.
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Celebrate on Sunday 3rd July

Come and celebrate your achievement when our first
Eco-Congregation award will be presented by special
guest Trevor Jamison, Eco-Congregation chaplain. A new
Creation banner will be dedicated that day too. We hope
members of our sister Eco-Congregation, the URC, will be
able to join us. Stay for coffee or tea after the service and
enjoy a piece of the celebration cake.
Bees and Postcards
When 2 of us attended the Eco-Congregation annual gathering in April, we were
challenged to make a space for nature in our congregations. Through May and
June, some of us will be joining the Great British Bee Count. There’s a free app to
download to help, so anyone can join in that way. Please let me know if you take
part in the count, organised by Friends of the Earth. Check
the noticeboards to see more ways to help halt the decline in
the British bee population. We are also planning to plant some
wildflowers in the back garden to add to the bee friendly plants
already around the church.
Coming soon: more recycling suggestions and a place to bring your postcards
when you have finished with them. The National Bible Society collects used
postcards to raise funds.
Anne Bethune

Who is Jesus?
To the farmer, He is the sower and Lord of the harvest. Luke 10 - 1-3
To the geologist, He is the living rock. 1 Corinthians 10.4
To the horticulturalist, He is the True Vine. John 15.1
To the judge, He is the only righteous Judge of man. 11 Timothy 4.8
To the jeweller, He is the pearl of great price. Matthew 13.46
To the lawyer, He is the Wonderful Counsellor. Isaiah 9.6
To the journalist, He is the tidings of great joy. Luke 2.10
To the philanthropist, He is the unspeakable gift. 1 Corinthians 9.15
To the philosopher, He is the wisdom of God. 1 Corinthians 1.24
To the preacher, He is the Word of God. Revelation 19.13

Who is Jesus to you?
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I was one of sixteen lovely ladies from Selkirk who were privileged to spend a
weekend away together at Ministeracres Retreat Centre in Consett. With the
weather throwing snow, hail and rain on us as we drove down, we were not sure of
what we were letting ourselves in for. Our excitement soon built when we arrived
at the most beautiful setting, a grand old house built in 1750 surrounded by a 110
acre estate filled with fields of dancing lambs, lovely gardens and many different
paths to explore.
What an amazing setting to just draw aside and spend time with God and each
other. Through the weekend, we attended some sessions led by Elizabeth and
Sister Therese and all found ourselves challenged and humbled as we personally
wrestled with God’s immeasurable mercy for each one of us.
The most amazing thing about this weekend away was that the group of ladies
represented four different churches in and around Selkirk. From the moment we
arrived, the corridors and rooms were filled with laughter even to the point that the
staff were saying to each other: “We are going to have fun with this group”. There
was such a sense of unity and we were able to get to know each other as we joined
together in the most amazing meals lovingly prepared by the volunteer staff, joining
in walks around the premises, in times of quiet or being creative and spending time
worshipping in song.
Little gifts of love appeared all around us on our journey reminding us of God’s love,
which often catches us unaware. I am so grateful to God for this time away to focus
on Him and to experience His mercy on us. I am grateful for all the friendships
made and to return home with the deep knowledge that we are all daughters of a
King, the very treasure of His heart.
Tracy Brown
Check the website, selkirkparish.church/news for photos and the shelf in the hall for
more information about Minsteracres.
Thank you for the many bags of donations which were
generously given for RE-ACT - Refugee Action Scotland. A car
load and more was delivered and will now be on its way to
helping those we see on our TV screens in dire circumstances.
If you have more to donate at any time, please leave in the box
in the Meeting House at church or hand in to the church office.
The need will be ongoing and over summer, lighter clothes are
needed. Thanks again from Myra, representing ReachOut.
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Gardening God’s Way

Earth Hour

Plant three rows of peas:
peace of mind,
peace of heart,
peace of soul.

Did you switch the lights off for an hour
on 19 March this year? LAst year, 178
countries participated in Earth Hour
and 1.23 million actions were taken
to demonstrate commitment to the
cause of promoting climate change
(and no, I don't know how they were
counted). Sydney Harbour Bridge in
Australia, the Eiffel Tour in Paris, the
Empire State Building in New York and
the Houses of Parliament in London
switched off the lights for an hour.

Plant four rows of squash:
squash gossip,
squash indifference,
squash grumbling,
squash selfishness.
Plant four rows of lettuce:
lettuce be faithful,
lettuce be kind,
lettuce be obedient,
lettuce really love one another.

Selkirk Parish Church had a candlelit
service in the evening (it makes more
sense at night!) in the hall, attended
by a small group of like-minded,
ecumenical people, encouraged by
the participation of a representative
from Selkirk High School. We enjoyed
first class music and singing from Pia
at the piano, watched video clips,
listened to Bible readings and poetry,
prayed and sang together. And of
course we lit more tealights as a
symbol of our personal commitment to
trying to halt the climate change that
is threatening the whole world. It was
a very moving experience and I for
one hope that you will all put 25 March
2017 in your calendar for next year's
Earth Hour, switch off the electric lights
for an hour and show your solidarity
with God's creation, our earth. As I
write this there are 318 days for you to
make your plans!

No garden should be without turnips:
turnip for meetings,
turnip for services,
turnip to help one another.
Water freely with patience and
cultivate with love.
There is abundance in your garden
because you reap what you sow.
To complete our garden,
We must have thyme:
thyme for God
thyme for prayer
thyme for each other
author unknown
seen at Minsteracres Retreat Centre

Pauline Davidson
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The Open Door
There is good news to share and progress to report! We have been on a journey
to find out how we can serve the Selkirk community since we met 18 months ago
to discuss our church's "Future Focus".
We plan to have a community cafe in our lovely new hall which will start in October.
It is to be called "The Open Door" which sums up that the welcome is for all, with
both food and friendship being served up in equal measure.
We will open on the first and third Monday of every month. There is much work to
be done on the detail so keep your eyes peeled later for times, menu, costs etc.
The cafe will be run by interested volunteers: from the church, the community and
our partner organisation, Gala Resource Centre.
The cafe's ethos is to be a place of relaxation, especially for those who might be
isolated or lonely in the community. If this project resonates with you and you would
like to be involved in any way, please let us know. There will be a "get together"
during the summer months to bring some shape to volunteering roles and to begin
to create a sense of "team spirit".
We have applied for grant funding from the Church of
Scotland's "Go For It" fund and await a response with
hope. Please pray with us that the monies we need will
be forthcoming. If you have any questions, just speak to
any of those named below - the planners!
David Bethune, Isobel Oliver, Jim Smith,
Edwin Robinson, Liz Thompson, Myra Ward

Church where you are
A reminder that, if you are now unable to attend church
on a Sunday or Wednesday, the Sunday service is always
recorded onto CD. Just let Ian Watson (Tel: 20739) or
your elder/visitor know if you would like a copy, regularly or
occasionally. This magazine is also recorded if you would
prefer to listen to it rather than read it.
Margaret Steele is also always willing to bring church to your home by organising
an informal Home Communion with you. Please contact Margaret or your elder.
You are still a valued part of the church family even if you are no longer able to
attend.
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Property Update
Hall
The south gable wall will be waterproofed using ‘Extreme
Climate’ coating over the next few weeks, to prevent a
recurrence of the toilets being flooded during a storm. The
work will be undertaken by P.J. Hermiston.
A new PIR (Passive Infra Red) LED (Light Emitting Diode)
lamp has been fitted outside the office entrance. The lamp
has a light output similar to the previous 500W lamp, but at a tenth of the electricity
consumption (50W).
Memorial Bench
The George Morison Memorial Bench has been installed at the front of the church.
Thanks to Elaine Dunipace for providing the concrete slabs and Jack Peers for
helping with the installation.
Toilets
Mirrors have been fitted in all of the toilets recently. Thanks to Jack Peers for fitting
and providing some of the mirrors. The second toilet light sensor has been replaced.
Garden
A number of people have provided flower and vegetable
seeds for the garden, for which many thanks. David
Bethune and Andrew Laing have done some digging and
a small amount of weeding recently, and planting has been
done by Sarah Cotter. Some wood has been obtained to
renew the path edging and build a compost bin and other
work will be done during the summer.
Andrew Laing
Property Convener
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light of God surrounds us;
BleThe
the love of God enfolds us;

the power of God protects us;
the presence of God watches over us;
wherever we are, God is.
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Selkirk
June
Sunday 		 5
2.30 pm			 Service at Thornfield House
			
6 pm			 Taste and See Pot Luck Supper & Planning
							 The Manse, 1 Loanside
Tuesday 		 7
7.30 pm			 Growing in Faith, Orchard Brow
Saturday		11
8 pm			 Commissioning Service, Street Pastors
							 (see page 6)
Sunday 12		
7 pm			 Developing a heart for God, the Manse
Sunday 19		
7 pm			 Developing a heart for God, 3 Deer Park
Sunday 		26
10.15 am			 Taste and See		
			
7 pm			 Developing a heart for God, the Manse
July
Sunday		 3
10.15 am			 Guest: Rev. Trevor Jamison, Eco- Congregation
			
7 pm			 Developing a heart for God, the Manse
Tuesday 		 5
7.30 pm			 Growing in Faith, Orchard Brow
Thursday 14		
2.30 pm				Service at Mungo Park Court
Sunday		17
11 am			 B.G.H. volunteers
August
Tuesday 2		
7.30 pm			 Growing in Faith, Orchard Brow
Mon-Fri 8 - 12
10 - 12			 Guardians of Ancora Holiday Club
							 Connections
Sunday 14		
10.30 am				Churches Together, Victoria Hall
Sunday 21		
10.15 am			 Communion Service
Wed.
24		
11 am			 Communion Service
September
Sunday 4		
2.30 pm			 Service at Thornfield House
Sunday School is being well supported and we will continue
throughout the summer this year as a result. The ‘Spill the
Beans’ material is proving popular with both the children and
the team of leaders, Louise, Mo, Claire and myself. We also
appreciate the support of other members of the congregation
when required so we send a big ‘Thank You’ to them.
Kind regards, Jacqui Lee
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Kirk Session Notes
Here are a few notes from the latest meetings of the Kirk Session.
• The Kirk Session hosted a lunch followed by a joint meeting with Ashkirk
Kirk Session in April. This was both enjoyable and fruitful. The subject of the
conference was Discipleship, considering what that meant to elders, how best
to serve our community and each other and how we might grow as disciples.
The discussion centred round how best the two Kirk Sessions could help one
another. It was agreed that there would be more involvement and coming and
going between the two churches. More details of this will come later.
• Some of you may have been in church on Church Census Day on May 8th and
so filled out census forms. The results are currently being collated by the Church
Administrator. In five year’s time, when the process is repeated, it will be possible
to compare statistics. The Kirk Session also completed a questionnaire relating
to the Census. This Census is for all churches, nationwide.
Well, I think that’s the main news from the Session for now.
Your Session Clerk,
Elma Hendrie

New Members

By resolution of the Kirk Session, we
are pleased to welcome:
Catherine Young
2 Shawburn Road

		
Selkirk

Bereavements

April 3
		

Elsie Morison
2 Chapel Street		

17
		

Ingrid Paterson
22 Mungo Park Court

8
		

Andrew Crawford
Thornfield Care Home

May 10
		

Audrey Preston			
Thornfield Care Home

18
		

Mark Hope
10 Ladywood

22
		

Margaret Cowan
7 Mungo Park Court

10
Irene Purves
		
Grange Hall Care Home
		 Melrose		
April 11
		

Annie Reid
Riverside Nursing Home

The records on this page are as up-to-date as possible. We apologise
for any omissions that may have occurred.
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Selkirk
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1 Loanside, Selkirk, TD7 4DJ
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MSteele@churchofscotland.org.uk
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Elma Hendrie
Tel: 21666
keithandelma@gmail.com
Treasurer:
Lynda McCraw
Tel: 21971
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Ashkirk

Minister:
Rev. Margaret Steele, 1 Loanside, Selkirk, TD7 4DJ Tel: 01750 23308
MSteele@churchofscotland.org.uk
Session Clerk:
Mrs. Fran Selkirk,
2, The Glebe, Ashkirk
Tel: 01750 32204
f.selkirk@btinternet.com
Treasurer:
Dr. Harry Dooley,
Castanea, The Woll, Ashkirk
Tel: 01750 32710
hddooley@yahoo.co.uk

Items for the September issue of The Hird should be with the
editor by 28th August.
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