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FLOWER MINISTRY

Sept.
4th
11th
18th
25th

Elaine Monro in charge
Beth Bell
Dorothy Gray
Maisie McKenzie
Ella Donald

Nov.		
6th
13th
20th
27th

Oct.		
2nd
9th
16th
23rd
30th		

Janette Green in charge
E. Young/C. Johnston
M. Hamilton/E. Kemp
-----------Ian Watson
J. Smith/F. Holmes

The Flower Calendar
is available on the
notice board in the
Meeting House.
Donations would be
appreciated for any
blank Sundays.

Ella & Maisie in charge
N. Mitchison/J. Richardson
Netta Lesley
Nanette Turnbull
Isla Grieve

Congregational Board
The last Congregational Board held on 16th August was well attended. Under
Matters Arising, the ‘meter’ cupboard at the front left of the church has been cleared
to make room for the freezer for the Open Door project – very exciting! A date has
been set for the return of Bruce Davies in Concert – Saturday 19th November
at 7pm – one for the diary. The concert last year was enjoyed by all who went
and if you did not get there last year – give it a try! Ticket prices will be £5 with
accompanied primary school children free. We are also participating in the ‘Doors
Open Day’ on Saturday 17th September when the church will be open for the day.
A brief history of the church will be available for visitors and we will be looking for
volunteers to welcome them.
The property continues to be maintained to a high standard by the Property
Committee and changes will be made to the kitchen to suit the needs of the ‘Open
Door project’. Caretaking duties were discussed and for the time being, will be
covered by volunteers – thanks! You know who you are. Finally, Scott’s Selkirk will
be on Saturday 8th October – Lynda and I would appreciate your support with any
craft items, baking and help on the day as this is our main fundraiser for the year.
Kind regards, Jacqui

Eco-Congregation Banner (on front cover)
The new banner, hanging at the front of the church, was designed and made to help
us all reflect on our responsibility to care for God’s Creation. It has been made from
recycled and natural materials and hangs beside our first Eco-Congregation award.
The cross shows that Christ’s sacrifice for us is central to our faith whilst the colours
reflect nature. The banner is hung on branches from Selkirk, connecting our work
to the rest of the world.						
Elissa Jones
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1 Loanside
Selkirk
TD7 4DJ
September 2016
Dear Friends,
But we do not belong to those who shrink back and are destroyed, but to
those who have faith and are saved. Hebrews 10:39
Through what type of lens do you view the world? That is the question I asked the
Sunday congregation a couple of weeks ago. Think for a moment. Do you tend to
see things coloured by what has happened in the past – you know, the good or bad
old days! Are you always longing for what is about to happen in the future: “I can’t
wait till it’s the holidays”... insert your own “can’t wait till”? Or do you take each day
as it comes, relishing its challenges, soaking up its events, distracted neither by
what has happened in the past nor what will happen in the future?
God says, “I am who I am, the God of the past, the present and the future.” Of
course, it’s good to look back to the past and learn from it; of course, we are people
of faith who look forward to a new heaven, a new earth and a new loving relationship
with God which will last forever, but we also need to ground ourselves and our faith
in the present. How does knowing and loving God and being known and loved by
him impact our daily lives?
No one knows what delights the future will bring or what despairs. Our faith reminds
us that we have one who knows, who understands and can help us enjoy the heights
of our lives and also the depths. He himself has been here, experiencing all that
human life flings at people and, because of his death on the cross, comes to us
each and every day inviting us to trust him for all our journeys in this life and beyond.
Faith in the God who loves us (seen in the Father’s willingness to forgive us, the
Son’s ability to break the cords of death which surround us and the Holy Spirit’s
power available to help us draw closer to God and to one another) should spur us
on to a life where we are able to move forwards, not shrink back, aware that God’s
love is a love that compels us to share what we have with those in need.
We start a new session in our churches this Autumn time. Let us be willing to
encourage each other in our common faith, help each other to explore our doubts
and live our lives wisely, acknowledging the help that God offers us here in the
present. After all, according to the well known saying: ‘yesterday is history, tomorrow
is mystery but today is a gift of God, which is why we call it the present.’

With every blessing
Margaret
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Selkirk Parish Church War on Waste
Zero Waste Coffee Morning 10th September, 10 – 12 noon
There’s no such place as ‘away’!
What happens when you throw something away? Away isn’t
some magical place; it’s landfill, an incinerator, the bottom of the
ocean, litter or the stomach of an animal. Our rubbish is never
actually ‘away’. It’s always somewhere else. Let’s be part of the
solution by reducing waste through reusing and recycling – and
of course, only buying what we need in the first place!
At Selkirk Parish Church, we believe we have a responsibility to
care for God’s creation, which is why it matters how we fill our bins!
As well as the recycling bins throughout the church premises, we already have the
opportunity to recycle other things, at the same time raising funds or meeting a need.
1. Used Stamps, raising funds for World Mission (thanks, Jean)
2. Milk bottle lids, raising funds for Marie Curie Cancer Care (thanks, Fiona)
3. Postcards, raising funds for the Scottish Bible Society (thanks, Cynthia)
4. Foreign coins, raising funds for Capability Scotland (thanks, Beth & Linda)
5. Household items for Fresh Start Borders (thanks, Jim and Glynis)
Thanks to you 2.25kg of postcards have already been delivered to the Bible Society,
since starting the collection a couple of months ago. We are currently also collecting
various specific items for Re-Act, Refugee Action Scotland (thanks, Myra).
Come to the Zero Waste Coffee Morning on 10th September to find out more about
recycling around the town. There will be information from Bookdonors, Scrapstore,
Home Basics and Scottish Borders Council among others. We will be launching a
new recycling box for unwanted or broken jewellery and watches, mobile phones,
cameras and small electronic gadgets. This will be supporting Traidcraft and you
can pick up leaflets with details at the coffee morning.
The various recycling boxes can be found in the Meeting House but items can also
be left with Vicki in the church office.
Zero Waste Coffee Morning 10th September, 10 – 12 noon
Coffee and tea, scones and cakes, bookstall (please bring along your unwanted
books), displays with information and a children’s activity table from Scrapstore.
•
•
•

Bring. Before you come, look out items for recycling to bring with you.
Learn. While you are there, enjoy coffee and cakes, then find out more 		
from the display tables
Share. Afterwards, spread the word!!

Anne Bethune, Eco-Congregation group
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Taste and See that the Lord is good,
Psalm 24:8
Taste and See is a monthly service of worship
for all, with time to eat together as a church
family. We enjoy soup or sandwiches after the
service.
This year we have planned 3 social events as
well, which started with Mini-Olympics at the
end of August. Look out for more information
on the January Pool Party and March Quiz
Night. Meanwhile, here are the dates for this
term.
2 Oct 4pm
6 Nov 4pm

Taste & See Worship
Taste & See Worship

Please feel welcome to come along.
For more information on Taste and See:
david@dbethune.com or 21703
louiseeduff@hotmail.com or 23125
www.facebook.com/groups/selkirktasteandsee/

Christmas Day - Save the Date? What is your view?
Would you enjoy sharing a tasty Christmas meal in
our lovely new church hall, having a blether, good
company and perhaps some entertainment?
This would be a new venture so we are thinking
well ahead. To help us decide if there is an interest,
we are asking your opinion. Would you want to join
us yourself and perhaps bring someone with you?
Everyone is welcome, especially those who might
otherwise be on their own.
Please give it some thought. You can help us by doing the following:
1. signing on the sheet in the meeting house at the back of the church
2. phoning the church and leaving a message with your name and telephone number
so we can get back to you or phone us direct.
3. any other way you want …. so long as it gets to us!
Fiona Corbett (Tel: 22687) and Myra Ward (Tel: 22867)
(on behalf of the Kirk Session)
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Doors Open Days – Selkirk 2016
Both Ashkirk and Selkirk Parish Churches have
accepted an invitation to be part of the above event.
Ashkirk Church is open at all times for anyone to
visit. Selkirk will be open from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on
Saturday 17th September. This will provide visitors to the town as well
as local residents the opportunity to come in and see the church for themselves.
They will be able to experience the peace and tranquillity as they rest awhile or see
for themselves the buildings and their history.
Volunteers are needed for the opening of the Selkirk Church. If you can help for
an hour or two, then please put your names on the list in the Meeting House or let
Margaret Steele or the Office know tel. 23308 or 20078

Bruce Davies Concert

November 19th 2016 at 7 p.m. in the Church
Those who came to Bruce’s concert in the church last year were very enthusiastic
about it. They were sad that so few came. Here, though, is another opportunity to
enjoy his music.
He says this about himself. “I became a Christian at fourteen and celebrated thirty
years as a full-time professional entertainer in May 2014. The ups and downs of my
“journey” as a person and a performer over that time have shaped my performance
and enable me to empathise with my audience. I strive at all times to maintain
a Christian ethos in my material and performance. My performances have been
described as “edifying entertainment” and I think that description best sums up
what I try to do.
God’s gift of music to me is something I have long acknowledged, nurtured and
used to entertain, inspire and encourage people, inside and outside the Church. I
regard my concerts as entertainment and not necessarily evangelism, but plan them
to be thought provoking and entertaining for Christians and non-Christians alike.
My concerts include a variety of songs, including familiar material mainly from the
Folk or Popular field, some of my own compositions, and I also include some more
overtly “Christian” songs, too.”
The cost of tickets will be £5 which includes refreshments at the interval. There will
be no cost for Primary school children.
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Come
And
Meet
Each
Other
CAMEO will start again on Thursday, September 29 at 2 pm. Maisie MacKenzie has
retired and many, many thanks are due to her for the wonderful service she gave
to the group. I am delighted to have the opportunity to follow Maisie and will do my
best to provide an interesting programme.
Our first meeting will give us the chance to solve the problem of keeping our house
plants in top condition when gardener, John Chisholm, will be on hand with advice
and top tips. He will also help us get our gardens ready for winter and demonstrate
an Autumn basket. So, bring along your troublesome house plants, your cup and
anyone you know who would enjoy a relaxed get-together.
I look forward to meeting with you in the Church Hall.		
Marjorie Lawrie

From Rags to Riches – a Dog’s Tail!
In late December 2015, our daughter Ruth, who
works overseas and donates, like ourselves, to
many animal charities in the United Kingdom and
abroad, saw, on the Internet, a photograph of
Charlotte from Bosnia, who was desperately looking
for a home. We adopted her in February 2016 and
she has turned out to be a loving, faithful little dog.
Her Mother was Pekinese and her Father unknown
but she appears to have a lot of Corgi in her. She has her own passport and endured a
21 hour journey from Bosnia to Hamilton, Scotland, where we eventually collected her.
Charlotte’s bottom jaw is slightly deformed as is her front right leg. Even with
deformities, she can eat well and run very fast for long periods. Her adopted brother
Frank is a Parson Jack Russell who has recently become the UK National Slimmer
Champion of 2016 for weight loss over 5 months on the Eukanuba diet. Charlotte
has also been on this diet food and her weight has remained constant. Charlotte
and Frank became inseparable from the start.
So all’s well that ends well, as the saying goes, for Charlotte, although it is such a
pity that some people only see beauty from the outside, both in humans and animals,
instead of recognising the beauty that comes from within.
Elise Williams
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Prayer Thoughts
I’ll be totally honest with all you who read these articles. As I have been reading
the prayer diaries from Barnabas and Open Doors this month, I have been blitzed
by the amount of bad news in them - the extent of persecution at all levels against
Christians practically world-wide - not excluding the UK.
So I looked for good news and thought I would pass on just a few such items in this
necessarily shorter contribution:
• tens of thousands of Algerians have decided to follow the Lord Jesus Christ,
in spite of knowing full well the harassment likely to come to them as converts.
• thirty-two Muslim sheikhs in one part of an East African country became
Christians, even though they had subsequently to leave their homes because
of the danger of violence from the local Muslim community.
• in the last two Christmas times, President Al-Sisi of Egypt has deliberately
visited a Christian church as a gesture of support for Egyptian Christians, a
move which has caused great rejoicing among them, as you can imagine.
• in spite of the efforts of communist governments, such as that in Vietnam, or
the Islamic State (why do we give them the dignity of capital letters on their
name?) to burn and destroy Christian literature, the total of Bibles and other
literature given out and distributed, year by year, to Christians in persecuted
countries is truly astonishing and is carried out often at great personal risk. The
same is true for food parcels: 150, 000 parcels were provided by the Barnabas
Fund for Syrian Christians in one year.
All this, of course, would not be possible without the amazing generosity of
supporters here in the UK and around the world.
A prayer this month for isolated believers
Dear Lord Jesus, we lift to you our brothers and sisters who love you, trust you
and follow you but have to do so secretly for fear of persecution. We pray also for
those who are isolated and alone, knowing no other believers with whom they can
meet and have fellowship. Please help them to hear the voice of your Holy Spirit,
comforting them with His presence and guiding them in all truth. In their isolation
may they know in a powerful way the joy of abiding in you, as you abide in them.
David Taylor, Prayer promoter

Fair Trade from Traidcraft
I use Fair Trade pure soap. Why? because it supports smallholding
farmers from Ghana, West Africa, who supply the palm oil. The
coconut oil comes from India. Also, because it is fragrance free
and suits my sensitive dry skin, leaving it soft and not tight - and it
lasts for ages. Why not try it yourself?
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Linda White

Saving and Sharing stories of the Scottish Borders in WWI

This is a project commemorating the
First World War across the Scottish
Borders, with generous financial
support from the Heritage Lottery Fund
and the Armed Forces Covenant.
Our current older generation will be
the last people to have had contact
with those involved in the First World
War, whether combatants or those on
the Home Front.
It is therefore vitally important that we
tell their stories and capture material
for future generations. The War was
multi-faceted and affected people from
all walks of life, from the K.O.S.B. who
fought in many bloody actions to the
women who took on new roles.
This project seeks to save and share
stories, documents, diaries, maps,
work place material and artefacts to
reflect the Scottish Borders experience
in WWI.

The Selkirk Story, 12th November
Bring along your WWI artefacts and
share your family stories to help us
preserve them for future generations.
John Nichol and Hilary Bell will
perform extracts from ‘War and Glaur’
at 11.30am and at 1.30pm Alan
Cumming will present his popular talk
on Scottish Women's Hospitals during
the First World War.
Refreshments will be available and
all proceeds will go to the Selkirk ExSoldiers Association and Selkirk &
Ettrick Forest Branch Royal British
Legion Scotland

Saturday 12th November 2016
10am - 2.30pm
Selkirk Parish Church Hall
Free entry
For more information 01450 360633
or archives@liveborders1.org.uk
www.liveborders.org.uk

Morag Cockburn, Project Officer/Education & Outreach Officer

Church Banner Cards

Do you like the Creation Care banner on the front cover of this issue
of The Hird? In the Meeting House, we now have greetings cards for
sale with photos of this, and all the other church banners. They cost
£2 each, with £1 going to church funds for every card sold.
David Bethune
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selkirkparish.church/worship/
sunday-school-blog/

Why not show this to people you know with primary school
age kids? - all are warmly welcome.
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Sunday Gang
Sunday School is officially no more – we are now known as the Sunday Gang.
We meet most Sundays at 10.15am, to learn about God’s love for us. On the
walls around the hall and meeting room you will see some of the stories and topics we have covered. We have also been growing bee and butterfly friendly plants
in the garden.
Dates for the next session are:
4, 11, 18 Sept. Sunday Gang at 10.15am
25 Sept .
Harvest, Creation in our Care, at 10.15am
2 Oct.		
Taste and See 4pm
9, 15, 23 Oct. Sunday Gang at 10.15am
30 Oct.		
Sunday Gang leading worship at 10.15am
6 Nov. 		
Taste and See 4pm
Jacqui, Louise, Mo and Claire

Holiday Club

was had in the playing of games, in the
making of different crafts from get well
cards to the weaving of mats and in the
discussion times when they munched
healthy snacks as they thought through
the implications of the stories for their
own lives.

Light filled the
city of Ancora
as around 50
youngsters
met daily in
Connections,
Back Row Selkirk for the annual
Churches Together in Selkirk and the
Valleys Holiday Club.

It was great to see adults from all
the different churches involved in the
Holiday Club in many different ways
both during the week and beforehand
in the preparation. Roll on next year!

They heard stories of Jesus calling
Andrew and Peter to be his friends,
Jesus healing the Roman Soldier’s
servant, healing both the woman who
had been ill for 12 years and the little
girl of 12, healing and forgiving the
paralysed man who had friends to help
him meet Jesus and how Jesus used
two loaves and five fish to feed 5,000
people.

Thanks go to all who helped either
during the week or behind the scenes
cutting out, painting, or producing
whatever Elissa Jones asked for, and
for your prayers which, as always, are
essential! Let us give God thanks for
His provision for the Holiday Club and
continue to pray that the stories heard
and discussed will have an impact on
the youngsters’ lives.

They were encouraged to think that
Jesus was willing to be their friend and
willing to help them live their lives as
they put their trust in him. Great fun
11

Margaret Steele

Volunteering at L’Auberge

Last April, Samuel
and I volunteered
at L’Auberge Help
Refugees warehouse
in Calais. Before leaving home, we
were amazed at how impressively well
organised the registration forms are but
also how useful the information supplied
to volunteers is. From accommodation
to what items might one find useful to
take along. We regretted not taking
lip balm with us, as was advised by
L’Auberge. That meant that by the
second day at the warehouse we were
rather desperate for something to sooth
our dry and chapped lips. We did not
realise that we would be fed and fed
very well. Every day at 12.30pm a very
tasty and cooked vegan lunch was
being served. The same kitchen that
cooks for the refugees also cooks for
the volunteers. Throughout the day,
we had access to tea, coffee, cakes,
bread – whatever is donated to the
volunteers on the day.

hard to know what to say, when a
fellow human longingly says that they
would really like to get to the UK, some
adding that they have family member
there… I kept stating that many of us
would welcome them if we could. Will
we ever have the chance to spot the
same faces on this island? I really do
hope so.
I got a chance to meet two of the
women I admire: Maya Konforti and Liz
Clegg. Maya has been involved with
the refugees for a very long time and
last year decided to live in the Jungle
along with the refugees. Her residing
there didn’t last long though, as the
part of the Jungle where she lived was
destroyed by the authorities. She is
lively, very practical with much affection
for those who come to the Jungle. Liz
is there for the minors and is like a
mother to them. She cares not only for
their physical but also emotional needs.
I also had the privilege of meeting
Salah, a 16 year old Afghan – his face
and broad smile flashes in front of me
since. I hope he is well, alive…

The day starts at 9am, when the longterm volunteers introduce themselves
and the new volunteers are briefed on
safety and jobs to be done on that day.
Volunteers are very much discouraged
from taking photos outside the
warehouse or within the Jungle. First
of all for safety: taking a photo of
a displaced person might seriously
hinder their claim for asylum in the
country of their choice. Most at the
Jungle are those whose destination
is the UK.
On occasion, people from the Jungle
come to the warehouse. This creates
an opportunity to talk to them. It is

The volunteers at the warehouse are
young and old from different walks of
life and different nationalities. We met
Germans, French, English, Scottish,
American. All working together, making
life in the Jungle more bearable. There
are long-term volunteers, who stay
by the warehouse and who manage
deliveries, storage, distributions and
volunteers. It is really remarkable that
such variety of people manage to make
much needed aid reach those who
continued on page 13
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continued from page 12

need it and rely on it. Volunteers come for a few hours, for a day, few days or longer.
All are welcome and valued. There is constant sorting, moving, packing or repacking.
It is an on-going work and there seems no sight of an end. Not until there is no
longer a need. Now I know how very important it is for donations to be sorted well
into different categories and sizes. There is no use for large items, only medium or
small. Large items let the cold in and get in the way. Those at the Jungle have no
means to wash their clothes. What they get, they tend to wear until it is only fit to be
burned. It is hard to imagine being dependent only on what is given to you.
It was not easy for us to travel home from Calais to the UK, leaving all behind and
knowing that our destination is the destination people die for.
Ester Siroky
This article was seen in Key Notes, the church magazine for Kirkhope, Ettrick and
Yarrow. Here in Selkirk, we have an on-going collection of items for refugees, which
can be left in the Meeting House: small/medium clothing: jackets, joggers, new
underwear, trainers, socks, tents, sleeping bags, blankets, wind-up torches… Please
see full list in the Meeting House. Donated items are taken to Re-Act, Refugee
Action Scotland to then be distributed according to need across Europe. To date, 5
loads have been delivered from Selkirk and the Valleys.

Update from Guatemala (names changed for security)
Amy Ward recently asked Carlos how things were going, particularly
with regard to the Halfway House, and this was his reply:
“Hi there, I'm doing just fine, you know me, running up and down.
The home where we are working together with pastor Erwin is great.
Last month we had 10 girls on the first floor and now we just got three, because our
main goals are to place them back with their families, keep them going to school
and for them to build a relationship with Jesus. We've got 13 boys on the second
floor, including 3 new ones. We are working on registering the place as a transition
home with the government since the judge asked us to do it. We are so happy to
be a place to which the kids can be released and start a new life. Wendy is doing
great, she's studying English this year and graduates from high school next year.
Dulce graduates this year and she's doing great at work. She pays her own rent
and takes care of Andy's needs. He's growing so fast. She took a day off and
climbed Pacaya Volcano on Sunday. We are paying all his needs at school with
your support. Estefanny, Judith, Juleydi, Brayan, Luis, Erick, Esteban and the rest
are doing great. Please keep me in your prayers. Lots of love, Carlos.”
Amy mentions that Carlos’s own health wasn't so great last month, and that his wife
was also poorly a while back. Prayers for continued health and safety for all the
family would also be appreciated.
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Open Door - Community Cafe Update
We have named our soon-to-be-opened community cafe the "Open Door". We
hope you agree that it's a welcoming name. Our warm welcome will be our trade
mark as well as lovely food at a very economical price. You will soon notice some
improvements to the kitchen to make it more practical for all groups who use it, as
well as for the cafe volunteers.
We are busy with menus, getting all the necessary equipment and thinking about
how to build a supportive team of volunteers. Some folk have offered to bake,
others to wash dishes or chop vegetables, wait on tables, take money or chat with
customers. If you would like to get involved as a volunteer, please contact the
office, speak to Vicki and we will get back to you. All offers welcome, no matter how
much or little time you have to spare.
The Church of Scotland "Go For It " Fund has helped us
greatly with a start up grant of £5000 and we are grateful for
this endorsement of our plans to reach out to the community.
There will be a trial run of the cafe for interested church folk.
See below for your personal invitation to the “Open Door”!

Monday 3rd October
11am - 12.00 coffee/tea and home bakes
12.00 - 1pm snack lunches
Please help us by coming to our "trial run" of the cafe before we open to the public.
Regular opening times will be the 2nd and 4th Monday every month, open 11am 2pm.
Myra Ward, on behalf of Open Door management group

will begin on Sunday
9th October at 7pm for 6 weeks at
our house, Tigh Na Bruiach, 47a The
Loan.

Do you have some sort of belief in a
God but maybe want to find out more
about whether God actually does exist
or what he is really like? This could be
the		
for you. It will be very
informal and in small group numbers
and you won't be put on the spot!

Please contact Mark or Fiona Corbett
on 01750 22687 for more info. and
directions or speak to us at Church.
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Growing in Faith Autumn 2016

For 7 sessions, starting on 20th September, we will be following “Jesus the Jew” by
David Spriggs. We will continue to meet on 1st and 3rd Tuesday of each month at
the home of Jane & Jack Peers and this would be a good time for new people to
join the group.
20th Sept.
4th Oct.
18th Oct.
1st Nov.
15th Nov.
6th Dec.
20th Dec.

Introduction: If you can, please bring one or more pictures of Jesus.
Glimpsing Jesus’ world and some of the groups which surrounded him
Jesus and the law, wealth
Jesus and the law, divorce
Jesus through others eyes, “Who do people say that I am?”
Jesus through his own eyes, understanding “Messiah”
Jesus and Prayer

If you would like a copy of the book, please tell Jane or Jack. It will cost about £4.

Do you know what a Street Pastor is?
He/she is someone associated with a church who goes out
onto the streets to care for, listen to and help people. I have
been through training and go out with a team of three or four
during the hours of 11pm - 4am in Galashiels on a Saturday
night, every few weeks. We have been very well received by the people we meet.
We make the streets safer by handing out flip flops to girls who are walking home
barefoot after sore feet from high heels. Often they end up in A&E with cut feet. We
also pick up bottles to avoid the broken glass. We help get people to taxis or stay
beside someone who is in desperate need to talk, or to keep them from harm.
Street Pastors is in partnership with the local council and the police. It is taking the
church out onto the streets and showing God's love in a practical way. More prayer
pastors are required who will pray for us during the time we are out. Are you able to
help? Prayer Pastors can be at the base from 10.30 to 11pm then go home.
Please come and talk to me if you want to find out more or call me on 22687.
Fiona Corbett
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Kirk Session Notes
Here are a few notes from the latest meeting of the Kirk Session.
•

Elders have started to attend Ashkirk Parish Church on a voluntary basis,
usually with a few friends in attendance, since the Joint meeting of the
Sessions earlier this year. This is helping to further link our congregations.

•

As you may know, one of our elders, Fiona Corbett, has become a Street
Pastor in Galashiels, volunteering on a rota basis on Saturday nights. It’s
interesting to hear the inside story about this venture. We’re in awe of
her ability to be up all night (virtually) and on duty in church on a Sunday
morning. Well done, Fiona!

•

Beth Bell, one of our longer serving elders, has announced her retirement
as an elder and was presented with the gift of two books, of her choice, at a
Wednesday morning service. Beth will be much missed by the Kirk Session,
most especially for her calm and thoughtful views on points of discussion.
The good news is that she wishes to retain her district as a Visitor, so those
of you who have had a good elder will now have a very good Visitor instead!

Your Session Clerk,
Elma Hendrie

Ashkirk News

of the Village Hall and all its activities.
The hall has become increasing busy
and so we are still negotiating a day
for our Autumn Soup and Pudding
Lunch. Please keep an eye open for
the Ashkirk Hall Newsletter and come
and join all the wonderful activities.
Talks, concerts and library are available
for your enjoyment.

We have enjoyed a summer filled
with visitors. Many people calling in to
view our lovely building, which is filled
with peace and beauty. The visitors’
book has many delightful messages
of appreciation and links to ancestors
within the parish.
We have had some building repairs and
replacements done over the spring/
summer period and the boiler room is
a much safer place now.

There are many in our parish who are
experiencing poor health so we would
ask for your prayers and support to any
known to you. Hospital and home visits
are greatly appreciated.

Our Big Day on July 21st went well.
We enjoyed Communion together and
returned our Gift Day Envelopes, which
netted a good return. Our Parish lunch
at the Woll was good fun and the food
was excellent.
Our reachout into the parish has been
mainly through our continued support

Please remember the Church is open
for time to reflect and be at peace.
God’s blessing to you all.
Ashkirk Session
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Shoeboxes for Blythswood
Blythswood has been fading from people’s minds since the Van
stopped coming regularly. However, a Van is coming on Monday 7th
November from 3.20 - 4 pm. This is to collect shoeboxes only. Let’s
make this a Bumper Year!
Leaflets should be available soon, giving instructions for covering
boxes and a list of things that can be included in them. It can be great fun seeing
how many things can be packed into one shoebox!
Please give it a try this year even if you haven’t done it before. We hope to have
some boxes already covered, in the Meeting House, for anyone to pick up and use.
Starting now and getting one of two items each week helps to spread the cost.
Here are some of the essentials: toothbrush, toothpaste, soap, hat, scarf, gloves,
small toy such as car, doll, ball, sweets (Best Before date March 2017. No loose
sweets, please, and no chocolate or any other food) Pencils, rubbers and items of
clothing are also very welcome.
There are lots of people, some very old, who have never,
ever received a Christmas present. How their faces must
light up and their hearts be lifted to think that someone,
somewhere has thought of them! Please make someone,
young, old or in-between, feel special this Christmas.
Beth and Maisie

Scott’s Selkirk
This year Scott’s Selkirk is on Saturday, 8th October. The
Congregational Board has agreed that we should have our usual
Coffee Shop in the hall, running from 10am to 4pm, with stalls for
Crafts, Home Baking, Preserves, and Fairtrade goods.
To all crafters and bakers, we would be delighted to receive
goods for sale which your skill has created. We are also relying
on volunteers to help run the cafe or man the stalls for an hour or two. If you are
able to give of your time and talents, please add your name to the relevant lists in
the Meeting House (to help serve refreshments, man the stalls, and provide baking
for the Coffee Shop), or contact Jacqui Lee or Lynda McCraw.
To everyone else, please join us for a coffee and a chat on the day, and make this
fundraiser a success. All proceeds are for Church funds.
Lynda McCraw
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September
Sunday
4
Saturday 10
Saturday 17
Sunday
18
Thursday 22
Saturday 24
Sunday
25
		
Thursday 29

2.30 pm
10-12
10- 4 pm
10.30 am		
3.30 pm		
3 - 7 pm		
10.15 am		
1 pm			
2 pm			

Service at Thornfield House
Zero Waste Coffee Morning
Doors Open Day (see page 6)
B.G.H. volunteers
Service at Mungo Park Court
ReachOut Car Treasure Hunt
Harvest Thanksgiving (Creation in our Care)
Churches Together lunch, AGM at 2 pm
CAMEO: John Chisholm				

October
Sunday
Monday
Saturday
Tuesday
Sunday
Wed.
Thursday
Friday
Tuesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

4 pm			
11 - 2 pm		
10 - 4 pm		
2 pm			
10.15 am 		
11 am		
2 pm			
2.30 pm		
2 pm			
2 pm			
2.30 pm		
7.30 pm		

Taste & See, Worship for All
Open Door cafe (see page 14)
Scott’s Selkirk, Coffee Shop and Stalls		
Selkirk Church Friends: Caldwell’s icecream
Communion Service
Communion Service
CAMEO: music with John Irving
Service at Riverside Nursing Home
Selkirk Church Friends: Craft and Chat
CAMEO: I. Watson, Sights of New Zealand
Service at Riverside Nursing Home
ReachOut: Latin American Adventure

2
3
8
4
9
12
13
14
18
27
28
29

November
Tuesday
1
2 pm			
Sunday
6
4 pm			
Thursday 10
2 pm			
Friday
11
2.30 pm		
Saturday 12
10 am-2.30 pm
						
Sunday
13
10.30 am		
Tuesday
15
2 pm			
Friday
18
7.30 pm		
Saturday 19
7 pm			
Sunday
20
10.30 am		
Thursday 24
2 pm			
						
Sunday
27
10.15 am		
Tuesday
29
2 pm			

Selkirk Church Friends: Madeira
Taste & See, Worship for All		
CAMEO: Memories of the 50s
Service at Riverside Nursing Home
Saving and Sharing (see page 9)
Stories of the Scottish Borders in WW1
Remembrance Service (NB later time)
Selkirk Church Friends: Craft and Chat
ReachOut: Palestinian People’s Stories
Bruce Davies Concert
B.G.H. volunteers
CAMEO: Myra Ward,
Latin American Adventure
1st Sunday in Advent, Communion
Selkirk Church Friends: Craft and Chat
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Property Notes

Hall
The Church hall has recently had
sound absorbing panels fitted
which have markedly improved the
acoustics. The work was carried out
by Sound Reduction Systems Ltd of
Bolton, Lancashire. Thanks to David
Bethune for investigating the problem,
obtaining quotes, and arranging for
the work to be done.
Kitchen
Work will start soon on improvements
to the kitchen, as part of the Open
Doors Cafe project. A separate wash
hand basin will be installed, which
is a requirement for all commercial

kitchens these days, plus a water
boiler for supplying instant hot water
for making tea or coffee. Additional
work tops and cupboards will be
provided. A new fridge is also in the
pipeline. The cafe is due to start at the
beginning of October.
Garden
The garden and flower beds are
looking well kept thanks to Sarah
Cotter and also Jacqui Lee and the
Sunday School. Thanks also to Mark
Corbett for weeding, and for painting
the bench next to the office entrance.
Andrew Laing, Property Convener

Selkirk
July 31

		
Selkirk

Service of Blessing
Grace Lori Leratho Wilson-Tau
22a Bridge Street

Bereavements

May 24
		

Margaret Johnston
Thornfield House 		

Aug. 11		
		

Rona Wilson
18 Tower Street

June 19
		

Robert Brown
22 Elm Park

July
2
		

Margaret Mallin
13 East Port

22
		

Ella Ward
Riverside Nursing Home

20
		

Ian McKechnie
11 Bannerfield Drive

Ashkirk
May 24
Ronald Nicol
		
22 Hillview Crescent
		Selkirk

July 31
		

William Greig
30 Linglie Road

June 4
David Nicholls
		
6 The Glebe
		Ashkirk

The records on this page are as up-to-date as possible. We apologise
for any omissions that may have occurred.
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Minister:
Selkirk
Rev. Margaret Steele
1 Loanside, Selkirk, TD7 4DJ
Tel: 01750 23308
MSteele@churchofscotland.org.uk
Session Clerk:
Elma Hendrie
Tel: 21666
keithandelma@gmail.com
Treasurer:
Lynda McCraw
Tel: 21971
mrs_houseproud@yahoo.co.uk
Gift Aid Convener:
Gillian Grant
Tel: 22206
Sunday School Leader:
Jacqui Lee
Tel: 22108
jacqui.lee63@btinternet.com
Church Administrator:
Vicki Macfarlane
Office Hours: Wed - Fri, 10-12 noon Tel: 20078
office@selkirkparish.church

Church Officer:
Ian Watson
Tel: 20739
Histnallbr@aol.com
Hird Editor:
Anne Bethune
Tel: 21703
anne@dbethune.com

Ashkirk

Minister:
Rev. Margaret Steele, 1 Loanside, Selkirk, TD7 4DJ Tel: 01750 23308
MSteele@churchofscotland.org.uk
Session Clerk:
Mrs. Fran Selkirk,
2, The Glebe, Ashkirk
Tel: 01750 32204
f.selkirk@btinternet.com
Treasurer:
Dr. Harry Dooley,
Castanea, The Woll, Ashkirk
Tel: 01750 32710
hddooley@yahoo.co.uk

Items for the December issue of The Hird should be in the
office by 13th November.
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