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FLOWER MINISTRY
Dec . Fiona Holmes in charge
 4th McKenna Family
 11th Elaine Dunipace
 18th Justine Lawton
 25th J. Nichol/J. Wood

The Flower Calendar is available on the noticeboard in the Meeting 
House.    Donations would be appreciated for any blank Sundays.

 
Jan.  Marjorie Lawrie in charge
 1st Margaret Forrest
 8th Gillian Grant
 15th Elma Hendrie
 22nd Marjorie Lawrie
 29th Annette Borthwick

Congregational Board Notes
News from the October meeting of 
the Congregational Board:
 

Scott’s Selkirk cafe and stalls 
raised £910.84 for church funds.
Thermostats on the hall radiators 
have been checked.  They should 
be set at 3 or 4 to give a temperature 
of around 20ºC after heating-up 
time. Heaters should not be set at 
max. as it does not speed things 
up. All hall users are reminded to 
shut doors to save losing heat. A 
programmable system with radio-
controlled valves may be useful in 
the future.
The proposed cleaner/caretaker 
job description was approved.

Hospital Visiting
Please let Margaret Steele know as 
soon as you are aware that someone is 
in hospital.  There is now no opportunity 

is unable to visit.  

As a personal plea – please don’t leave 
it until the Sunday – let me know by 
phone or email a.s.a.p. as this then 
allows me to visit at an appropriate 

too.  

Margaret Steele
MSteele@churchofscotland.org.uk      
tel 23308
Thanks a lot for your help in this.

Commmunion Dates ahead
November Sunday 27th & Wednesday 30th
February 2017 Sunday 12th & Wednesday 15th
April   Easter Sunday 16th & Wednesday 19th
June  Pentecost Sunday 4th & Wednesday 7th
August  Sunday 20th & Wednesday 23rd
October  Sunday 8th & Wednesday 11th
December Sunday 3rd & Wednesday 6th
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        1 Loanside
       Selkirk

TD7 4DJ
December 2016

Dear Friends,
 

There is no fear in love, for perfect love casts out fear. 1 John 4:18

I write this the day after the results of the Presidential Election in America were known.  

choice with the consequences which result.  It would be easy to lack hope.  It would 
be easy to fear for the future.

the power of God’s love more fully in your life today and forever.” Down through the 

we meet day by day. 

joy and peace this Christmas and throughout 2017. 

With every blessing
Margaret

And keep you safe each day.
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friendly trained leader to show you the way. Walk it Selkirk 
meets at Selkirk Parish Church every Monday at 10.00am 
Phone Robbie on 01896 664717 or 07775294898 Everyone's  
welcome!!

Eco-Congregation Scotland
I’m sure you all know that Selkirk Parish Church 

ways in which our concern for the environment is 

have been working part-time for Eco-Congregation Scotland 
as their Programme Coordinator.  What does that involve?

Eco-congregations support each other through local networks (Selkirk belongs to the 

things they are already doing.  I can pass on good ideas from one congregation 

our experience in Selkirk as an example.  I also spoke to a small community group 

Geetotal initiative” (you can ask me if you are wondering what that was all about!)

David Bethune
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Who can become a member? 
The Christian life is a life-long journey.  
We are constantly learning and 
experiencing new ways in which God 
wants to be involved in our lives. We 
understand that through the Holy 

we welcome and invite anyone who 

made a personal commitment to follow 

congregation.

member?

visitor or elder who will keep in touch 
and pass on any communications from 

to take part in all aspects of church life. 

there is a Congregational Meeting 

are eligible to vote.  It also means that 
you could become part of the leadership 
team either on the Congregational 

all are welcome to take part in the 

How do you become a member? 
We have groups which help us to think 
about faith in a God who longs to be 

of these groups may encourage you 
to think about becoming a full member 

will gladly explore this with you either 
in a group or on your own.  You will 
be able to discuss and think through 
the questions you will be asked about 
your faith and your commitment to 

the responses you will be expected to 

you will be admitted to full membership.  
This will happen during the normal 
Sunday service.

Some people have previously been 

in which case their membership can 
easily be transferred.

If you are interested in becoming a 

msteele@
churchofscotland.org.uk or speak to 
one of the elders.

to the van.  Perhaps we could make it 60 next year?  Thanks 
go also to those who donated money or any items towards the 
boxes.

I’m sure the people who receive them will feel the love that went into each box.  
What better gift can we give at Christmas?              Beth Bell

Blythswood shoeboxes
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Open Door - Good News!
The Cafe is going well.  We are very encouraged to be busy 
and to hear nice things said about the cafe by customers.....   
"great value and lovely food"; " I fair enjoyed myself"; "very 
friendly volunteers"; "great idea for the community"
We've had to increase the seating from 36 to 48 places and 
served 40+ lunches at each cafe.
9 of our volunteers have passed the Elementary Kitchen 
Hygiene test. 

more always welcome. We're getting to know each other better and there is a 
lot of laughter.

time for a blether as well as serving good fresh food. Our logo says "food and 
friendship".

earlier than advertised. 

Thank you for your support and prayers for this venture. Please continue with both!

Myra Ward 

Find the Open Door in the church hall on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each month 

Hall

stormy weather. The area over the former steps to the old boiler room has been 
paved over by Border Contractors Ltd. The path round the north end of the hall can 
now be used as a Fire Escape Route.
Garden

the shed is ongoing. A compost bin for kitchen and garden waste is planned. A good 
crop of vegetables has been produced from the back garden. 
Kitchen
The improvement works to the kitchen have been completed in time for the opening 

shelving is planned under one of the worktops.
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The new session of Selkirk Church Friends started on 4 October and was very well 
attended. The programme was provided by Caldwell’s Ice Cream of Innnerleithen. 

the Caldwell’s Ice Cream Song which was written by Ian Landles. Our next meeting 
was a Craft and Chat afternoon. 

for school children. Emma Emmerson will speak to us on 29 November about 
Woodside Gardens and she will also have plants for sale. The Christmas Lunch will 
take place on 13 December.

Jennifer Barrie

side-chapel on Sunday 11th December at 3pm. The service will begin and end with 

some people may prefer to go away quietly. There will be an opportunity to have the 
names of loved ones no longer with us read out during the service in remembrance 
of them. A sheet of paper will be in the Meeting House from early December for 
names to be added. If you would like a name read out in memory but do not wish to 

(23308) or myself (22562) with the details.

Katrina  Smith,  Elder

Note from Editor: the photocopying does not do justice to the beautiful banner on 

make a visit to Ashkirk Church.



Christmas in Ashkirk see page 13

  

Sun

27th 

Nov.

1st Sunday in Advent
10.15 am  Daniel’s Hope in God  

  Communion Service

    

Sun.

18th

Dec.

   4th Sunday in Advent 
 10.15 am Christmas Family Service

  Taste & See party and lunch

 2.30 pm 
  

   

Christmas Eve
 7.00 pm Living Nativity, Market Place

 7.30 pm Carol-singing, Market Place

 8 pm Refreshments, Meeting House

 8.30 pm Churches Together Service

  Selkirk Parish Church

11.15 pm Watchnight Service 

  Ashkirk Parish Church

Sat. 

24th

Dec.

Christmas Day  
  
  10.15 am 
  Celebrate Christ’s Birthday 

  Selkirk Parish Church

  united with Ashkirk

  Short Family Service

Sun.

25th

Dec.

Wed 

30th

Nov.

11 am  Communion Service  

 

During

Advent

Sun.

11th

Dec.

Gifts suitable for children and teenagers, with wrapping paper 

separate please, to be distributed by Social Work Dept.

Gifts for Foodbank

Sun.

4th

Dec.

2nd Sunday in Advent
10.15 am Joel: God’s Promised Spirit

 

3rd Sunday in Advent 
 10.15 am Spirit of the Lord upon Me 

  Gift Service

  with Selkirk Silver Band

 

 3 pm Service of Remembering

    
 

see page 7
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the way in which this situation is being reported and viewed 
world-wide.

accused of blasphemy against the prophet Mohammed. She was involved 

the Pakistan supreme court yet again postponed the date for her appeal to be 
heard. (One of the judges chickened out!) It could be several months before 

Pakistan ministers who have dared to support her have been killed and her case 

Islamic autocracy. 

Yet the lack of coverage in the Western media is disturbing in the extreme: those 
who do report it have twisted themselves into knots trying to avoid making the 

section 295-c of the country’s penal code and the treatment of this lady. Yet certain 
sections of our society would be quite happy to see Sharia law and courts in place 

the press have the courage to state the facts as they are. Let us pray.

Do we think that all this happens far away only? Think again! Nissar Hussain and 

have been condemned by their Muslim neighbours as apostates; they and their 
children are persecuted for following Christ. Their home has been arsoned; their 
car vandalised; Nissar has been beaten up and hospitalised. Falsely accused to the 

refugee areas as badly as they were back home. Let us pray.

But here’s some good news: a Nigerian Muslim group called ‘Muslim Rights 
Concern’ called on Muslims across the country to demonstrate solidarity with their 
Christian neighbours by ensuring that Boko Haram elements are not allowed to 
contd. on p11
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contd. from p10

new leader of Boko Haram despicable and barbaric.  for their safety.

Come, O Lord, and save Your suffering people. Rescue them in their anguish and 

distress. Especially we pray for Aasia Bibi and her family, who have been in hiding 

for six years now. Bring them aid and deliverance by your power and sustain them 

by Your presence. Amen

The Selkirk Parish Church Christmas card is in the Meeting House 

whom you see every week: an opportunity to share Christmas greetings 
and support homeless people.

  

Christmas Day
No plans for Christmas Day? Don't 
fancy eating alone or cooking 
Christmas dinner? Come and share 
a meal here with some of us. Starting 
with drinks and nibbles at 2.30pm and 

and friendly chat. There is a £5 non 
returnable deposit to cover costs. 

your place now by contacting the 

your details! (BYOB)

Myra Ward and Fiona Corbett 

has been my privilege to 
deliver to the Chaplaincy 
team at Borders 
General Hospital the 
gifts donated through 
the Advent Banner.  
We invite members of 
the congregation and 

female. 

The Advent Banner will be in church from 
Sunday 27 November and remain there 
until the week before Christmas when I 
will deliver the contents to the BGH on 

to those people who are not able to go 
home from hospital for Christmas.

Pauline Davidson
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the Middle East. There will be two weekly sessions: one weekday 
during the day in the church meeting room and one Sunday evening 
in one of our homes.  

There will  be 4 sessions.
Session 1  Finding a voice (the story of Elizabeth)
Session 2  Protected to nurture (Mary and Joseph)
Session 3  Covered in Dignity (the woman who touched Jesus’ cloak) 
Session 4   Rescued by Compassion (the Widow of Nain)

people today and challenges us to take steps to show solidarity with people in 
the Middle East. The study guide can be found at www.embraceme.org/embrace-
study-guides 

ReachOut also supported the Latin American Adventure fundraiser in October.  52 

raised for the Halfway House.  Thanks to all who came or gave a donation. 

ReachOut Planners

  

A big thank-you to everyone for their support and prayers after 
having my second hip operation.  Special thanks for the lovely 

The Church Fairtrade stall continues to be a focus in the Hall after 

Christmas card sales were especially popular this year with  £200 
worth sold which is excellent. Many thanks to all who have bought 

something from the stall since September. We will be refreshing the range of goods 
from time to time as well as stocking some of the favourites. There are catalogues 
available if you want to buy bigger gifts and craft items. Come for a browse and a 

by changing  the lives of fellow human beings for the better.
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We continue to worship together and to take part in that worship. Though our active 

are enjoying time working in the Open Door project at SPC. We have a regular input 
to the services in the Chaplaincy Centre of BGH. One of our number helps with the 

to drink coffee and enjoy good company.

Hall Committee. We are also supporting Blythswood parcels and we had an excellent 
presentation of the work done by this excellent agency at one of the recent afternoon 

and offers of help from church members.

May we wish all our friends A Happy Christmas and all Good Things for 2017.
Please remember our Church is always open for you to share the peace and beauty 
of a wonderful location and building.

Celebrate Christmas 
with Ashkirk Parish Church                    

Service of Holy Communion Church

 gifted to the church by the family of Mrs Bolam

Christmas High Tea Smiddy
Sunday 11th Dec.   

 Gift Service Church 

   

 
 

 Watchnight Service Church
 followed by warming soup 

 Service of celebration          Selkirk Parish Church
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Thursday  8  2 pm CAMEO: Christmas entertainment 
Tuesday 13 1 2 noon Selkirk Church Friends Christmas Lunch
Thursday  15 2 pm CAMEO: Christmas Party
Sunday  18 

Sunday 8  2 pm Churches Together 
     St John’s Church House 
Tuesday 10 2 pm Selkirk Church Friends:  Silent Film Show
Thursday 12 3.30 pm Service at Mungo Park Court
Tuesday 24 2 pm Selkirk Church Friends:  Craft & Chat 
February

Tuesday 7 2 pm Selkirk Church Friends:  Scottish Wildlife

method we use.

Plate.   envelopes are designed for those who wish to 

 is a very 

as suits you best.   is a straight forward method for those who do not 

for details of the church account.  If you are a tax payer and have not yet signed 

Grant (Gift Aid Convener).
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August   30 William Lindsay
   Riverside Nursing Home 

Sept.  6 Robert Steele
   27 Shawburn Road 

  12 Nichol Park 
   40 Mungo Park Court 

  17 Alex Hogg
   12 Castle Street

Sept.  19 Douglas Greig
   30 Linglie Road

Oct.  5 Norma Crow
   St Andrews Nursing Home 
   Hawick

  6 Alastair Scougal
   5 Wellwood

The records on this page are as up-to-date as possible.  We apologise 

    New Members

Fresh Start Borders
Approximately 6 volunteers meet on a Wednesday morning 
to make up packs for people (referred by organisations 
such as Eildon Housing) who have just been allocated a 
new house. The packs include items such as bedding and 

be new provided they are clean and in good condition. 

items with your weekly shopping as a donation to Fresh Start.  There is a box for 

Glynis Wilkie (22494)
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Items	  for	  the	  February	  issue	  of	  The	  Hird	  should	  be	  in	  the	  

22nd	  January.

Session	  Clerk:

Mrs.	  Fran	  Selkirk,

2,	  The	  Glebe,	  Ashkirk	  

Tel:	  01750	  32204	  

Treasurer:

Castanea,	  The	  Woll,	  Ashkirk

Tel:	  	  01750	  32710

Ashkirk
Minister:	  	  

Ian	  Watson

Tel:	  	  20739

Hird	  Editor:

Anne	  Bethune

Tel:	  	  21703

Minister:	  	  

Session	  Clerk:

Elma	  Hendrie

Tel:	  	  21666

Treasurer:

Tel:	  	  21971

Gift	  Aid	  Convener:	  

Gillian	  Grant

Tel:	  	  22206

Sunday	  School	  Leader:	  

Church	  Administrator:

Selkirk


