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FLOWER MINISTRY
April
2nd
9th
16th
23rd
30th

Margery Inglis in charge
Ian Watson
Elsie Gray
Justine Lawton
Maisie Miller
Elma Hendrie

May
7th
14th
21st
28th

Ella Donald in charge
Cathie Donaldson
Jean Wood
N. Bateman/E. Douglas
J. Nichol/P. Redpath/M.Steele

June
4th
11th
18th
25th

Liz Thompson in charge
Sybil Miller
Janette Green
J. & A .McMorran
F. Peden/M. Rathie

The Flower Calendar
is available on the
notice board in the
Meeting House.
Donations would be
appreciated for any
blank Sundays.

We joined forces on 4th March with Selkirk Fairtrade group to
hold the Big Brew coffee morning. It was good fun preparing for
it and the best bit, according to the children, was the chocolate
fountain – Fairtrade of course. The fruit for the fountain was
provided by Down to Earth – a big thanks for that and to all
who attended, resulting in over £500 being sent away to use for
Fairtrade projects.
Jacqui, Louise and Mo

The next church fundraiser will be a coffee morning to be held
on Saturday 13th May, 10am - 12 noon. Tea,coffee, cakes
and bakes along with the usual stalls: crafts, preserves and
more. Look out for updates in the order of service closer to
the date.
Lynda and Jacqui

Commmunion Dates

Guild Memorial Fund

April
Easter Sunday 16th, 10.15 am
Wednesday 19th, 11am
June
Pentecost Sunday 4th, 10.15 am
Wednesday 7th, 11 am
2

I would like to thank all who
contributed to the £121
raised for cancer research.
Fay Nixon
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“So - who is like me? Who holds a candle to me?” says The Holy One. “Look
at the night skies: who do you think made all this? Who marches this army of
VWDUVRXWHDFKQLJKWFRXQWVWKHPRIIFDOOVHDFKE\QDPHVRPDJQLÀFHQWVR
SRZHUIXO and never overlooks a single one?“ Isaiah 40:25,26
Who can fail to have been impressed by the brightness of Venus shining in our skies
over the last few weeks? It is roughly 25 million miles away from us and yet it makes
its presence felt. When I look to the stars in the sky it never fails to impress me how
vast is this universe and how great is our Creator God. We, who are so small by
comparison, and yet this great God woos us with his love; a love that brought him
to earth in the minuteness of a fertilised egg in a teenager!s womb.
Utterly helpless, this God of the universe depended on humanity to provide him with
care, love and affection. Until the day he grew into manhood, spending time with
us his people, calling us family, helping us to enjoy the love of our Creator God in a
new way. Then succumbing to hands that tortured, hands that persecuted, hands
that were washed to rid themselves of the responsibility of unmerited action, hands
that led all the way to the cross and to death. All, in order that we might regain our
close friendship with God as our Father.
As the hymn says, “What kind of love is this that gave itself for me? I am the guilty
one yet I go free. By grace I have been saved. It is the gift of God. He destined me
to be His child - such is His love.”
The time of Lent, leading up to Easter, allows us time to ponder anew what the Almighty can do – and in fact has already done for us His people. Let us bow before
Him, allowing His love to refresh us, to startle us into a new experience of His power
in our lives in order that we might go out into our world to shine like stars by sharing
His love with each person we meet.
Talking of lights reminds me of the Candlelit Supper that was hijacked on my behalf!
Thank you to you all for your love, kindness and the contribution that was made
to the Halfway House Project in Guatemala. I really enjoyed myself knowing that
RWKHUVZRXOGEHQHÀWWRR
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Would you like to know more about the
Christian Faith?
This 6 week course explores the
following themes:
Life is for living
Oh my God
Jesus who?
What!s gone wrong?
Dying to save us
Into the Arms of Love

Current opportunities
for meeting and learning
together.
Growing in Faith will meet on 4th
and 18th April, 2nd and 16th May
and 20th June at 7:30pm. Please
talk to Jane Peers for further details
- we are always happy to welcome
new people to our discussions and
fellowship.

We!ll meet in the home of Fiona and Mark
Corbett, 47a The Loan, on Sundays at
7 pm starting on 23rd April. For more
information please contact them on
22687.

Jane Peers: 01835 870751

Congregational Board
The Stated Annual Meeting was held on Saturday 18th March. The Elders who have
completed their three year term on the Congregational Board were myself, Katrina
Smith and Liz Thompson. Jim Smith and Glynis Wilkie have joined on behalf of the
Kirk Session. In addition, it was agreed that I would stay on in the role of clerk.
Elaine Dunipace, Gillian Grant and Ian Watson were all willing to be re-elected to
represent the congregation, in all cases for a term of 3 years.
Our minister, Rev. Margaret Steele, gave her report during which she thanked
various people for their work for the church, including Ian Watson who recently
retired from his role of caretaker. She also noted that Elma Hendrie retires as
Session Clerk and hands over the reins to Colin MacIntosh.
The accounts were presented by Lynda McCraw and she was thanked for all her
work thoughout the year, as was Viv Ross for her help in preparing these.
Andrew Laing presented the property report and highlighted that the side windows
will require works carried out in the near future.
Various other groups gave short reports on their activities including Jean Wood on
behalf of Selkirk Church Friends, ending with a request to "Keep saving your used
postage stamps!. All in all it was a very positive meeting, highlighting all the work
being done by so many people to share God!s love in our church and community.
Jacqui Lee, Clerk to the Congregational Board
4
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ReachOut
women growing in friendship and faith

The April meeting is a pop-up Book Group. From a very intriguing
short list of three, a popular vote selected to read, “How to measure a
cow” by Margaret Forster. The idea is for folk to read the book between now and
then and to have an informal discussion on Friday 21st April at 7 pm.
Hope you enjoy reading it and are able to come to Louise!s house: 11 Tower Street
RSSRVLWH7RQ\ҋV7RZHUFKLSVKRS <RXҋUHYHU\ZHOFRPHHYHQLI\RXGRQҋWÀQLVKWKH
book, love it or hate it.
Let!s see where the story takes our discussion and evening,
On 27th May, a trip to the Hirsel is planned, sharing cars from the church at 1.30
pm.
/RXLVH5DIÀHU RUORXLVHHGXII#KRWPDLOFRP
Overall this Fairtrade Fortnight has
been excellent! Thanks to all who
helped in any way, including many of
you who buy fairtrade routinely. We
collaborated with Selkirk Fairtrade
Town, our Sunday Gang and Open
Door to make sure as many folk as possible were
involved in raising awareness, eating and buying.
All in all, the Pop Up shop made £635.44 over 2 days; the Big Brew sold £242
worth of fairtrade goods as well as raising £520 for the FIVE project in Kenya. The
FIVE (Flourishing In Vulnerable Environments) project helps smallholder farmers
grow more and better, with new techniques and information about climate, leading
to a 50% increase in crops and income. The generosity of the local community is
wonderful.
Traidcraft is committed to helping the world achieve the United Nations Sustainable
Development goals: no poverty, zero hunger, health and wellbeing, quality
education, gender equality, climate action.
Fantastic to be a part of this movement with such a vision!
If you don't already but would like to place a regular order, please speak to Myra
Ward, Linda White or Pauline Davidson, our church fairtrade group.We have a
fairtrade email community which you could join to receive updates and it is one
way of ordering too.
Myra, Pauline and Linda
5

War Against The Saints (Part 3)
I!ve written about the violence done to Christians in so many parts of the world by
extremists from other religions and about the equally deadly advance of secular
humanism in the societies of the Western world.
But supposing you are a Christian living under a communist/atheist government,
which sees the Christian faith as an unsettling and subversive element in society
as well as a challenge to its absolute control over all its citizens. North Korea is the
obvious example of such a place, but I want to concentrate for a moment on the
Republic of Vietnam in SE Asia (far away but not in another galaxy!) and how it is
for a Christian living there.
1. You are seen as an enemy of the one-party state and Christians have been
the victims of persecution by the authorities there for decades. They are under
constant surveillance and face arbitrary arrest, often leading to police brutality.
2. In a village setting, your neighbours or family members probably will hold
animistic or other traditional beliefs and resent strongly the fact that you don!t
subscribe to them. You may be forced out of your village, or denied basic
facilities, like use of the communal water supplies.
3. More than half of Vietnam!s Christians are from despised and hated ethnic
minorities; this especially applies to the Montagnards in the Central Highlands
who are victimised for their support of US forces during the 1955-75 Vietnam
war (people have long memories!). They are often driven to seek refuge in
neighbouring Campuchea (Cambodia), but the authorities there routinely send
WKHPEDFNWRIDFHÀHUFHRSSRVLWLRQ
4. You will very likely be suffering in some form from the world-wide effects of
climate change: crops destroyed, that sort of thing.
5. And yet the church among the ethnic minorities is growing, so much so that
the government feels compelled to work hard to monitor churches and to curb
the growth of Christianity in any way it can. Three Christians were killed last
year and scores more abducted; many churches were attacked.
So let!s concentrate prayer on Vietnam just now, asking God to comfort the
bereaved families and friends of those killed and for a loosening of restrictions and
increased freedom for the country!s Christians.
Do you know the lyrics by Kris Kristofferson and Marijohn Wilkin: One day at a
time? I don!t know in what spirit it was written, but don!t you think it would make a
suitable, heartfelt prayer for Christians to use the world over when in anguish of
body, mind or spirit or all three?
“One day at a time, sweet Jesus, that!s all I!m asking from you.
Just give me the strength to do every day what I have to do.
Yesterday!s gone, sweet Jesus, and tomorrow may never be mine.
One day at a time…..!
continued on page 7
6

continued from page 6

But here!s some good news.
In September last year, Hungary created a new government department whose
purpose is to help persecuted Christians. This follows years of undercover help by
this government for Christians in the Middle East. The aim, a spokesman for them
said, was to set an example to other nations in Europe. Pray that other European
nations will indeed be inspired by Hungary!s example to help Christians suffering
because of their faith.
And here!s some more!
Apparently more than 500 Southern Sudanese have given their lives to Christ as
personal Saviour very recently, thanks to the penetrating power of Christian radio
and other forms of IT - no evangelist "on the ground! was there. You could say
that they have been born as lambs among ravening wolves, but they have an allpowerful Protector who is able to shield their souls from harm. Let!s pray for them
too!
But the good news to surpass all good news is +HLVULVHQ+HLVULVHQLQGHHG
David Taylor, prayer promoter

Selkirk Food Bank
Thank you to all who give donations to the Food Bank either at
church or in the town. There are trolleys available in the Coop, Sainsbury!s and at the dentist!s now too (thanks, Sarah).
Details of the types of food that can be donated are in the
Meeting House or attached to the various trolleys.
Liz Thompson

Come
And
Meet
Each
Other
We have enjoyed a varied programme and Caldwell!s ice cream will make for a
tasty last meeting. Our outing on April 13 is to Dobbies in Edinburgh and, at time
of writing, there are a few spare seats on the bus if anyone would like to join us.
Please let me know.(Tel.725427)
My thanks to the committee and Maisie for all their help.
Marjorie Lawrie

7

Are you fed up with the litter lying around our
town and countryside? What can we do about
it?
Have you got the bottle? is a campaign to
introduce a Deposit Return System for drinks
packaging in Scotland. We all remember
collecting the deposit money on lemonade
bottles: was it a threepenny bit? It!s something
that worked very well back then, and can work
again now.
How would it work in practice? Easy. You pay a
small deposit when you buy cans and bottles,
and get it back when you return them, posting them into a reverse vending machine
in store.
And could it work here? Of course. Deposit return works reliably around the world,
and there's no reason Scotland can't be next. When people get money back for
recycling, it changes attitudes and changes behaviour.
If we want to reduce litter and clean up Scotland, nothing
else comes even close. Less litter for Scottish councils to
pick up also means cost savings for local taxpayers.
Plastic bottles and cans make up about 50% of the litter
we see around. The reduction in bottles and cans littering
our countryside will be visible.
The campaign is led by The Association for the Protection
of Rural Scotland and supported by Eco-Congregation
Scotland, along with over 20 other organisations.
Those who attended the Earth Hour service on 25th March had the opportunity
to sign the letter to encourage Roseanna Cunningham, Cabinet Secretary for
Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform, to support this campaign. You
FDQÀQGRXWPRUHDQGVLJQWKHSHWLWLRQRQOLQHDWZZZKDYH\RXJRWWKHERWWOHRUJXN
or ask any of us for a copy of the letter to sign and send.
Anne Bethune, Mo Brown, Elissa Jones, Eco-Congregation group
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Resurrection Thou, Bright Morning Star,
Lord of the Dance, Leap of Faith,
Stillness of Joy.
ALL HAIL!
8

Ecumenical Services for Holy Week
in Selkirk
Everyone welcome
Palm Sunday
9 April

6.30 pm

Palm Sunday service
Worship the Prince of Peace
Ashkirk Parish Church

Monday
10 April

7.30 pm

Worship on Holy Monday
United Reformed Church

Wednesday
12 April

7.30 - 9 pm

Easter Journey, drop-in (see page 13)
Selkirk Parish Church

Thursday
13 April

7.30 pm

Good Friday
$SULO


10 am
Walk of Witness (see page 16)
6WDUWDW6W-RKQҋVDQGÀQLVKDW2XU/DG\DQG6W-RVHSKҋV
3 pm
The Passion of the Lord
Our Lady and St Joseph!s

Saturday
15 April

7.30 pm

Sung Eucharist followed by The Watch
St. John!s Scottish Episcopal Church

Renewal of Baptism Vows,
Lighting of Paschal candle
St. John!s Scottish Episcopal Church

Easter Day April 16th
7 am

Welcome Easter Day
Auld Kirkyard
followed by Breakfast
Parish Church Hall

10.15 am

Taste and See
Family Service
Easter Communion
Selkirk Parish Church
9

Open Door Cafe
Q: What!s on the menu today,
then?
A: Well that depends!

some has been rescued from broken
or damaged boxes. It is all still good
to eat and receiving it enables us to
provide a varied and wholesome menu
at reasonable prices.

The Open Door Café menu depends
on what food is donated. We are part
of the FareShare scheme, whereby
supermarkets donate food that they
are unable to sell.

We always serve soup which is made
on the premises on the morning of the
Open Door Café, and toasties and
sandwiches are made to order. Our
"Specials! usually involve the cooks in
creatively using the ingredients that
have been donated - anything from
Fish and Chips to Gammon Steaks,
Risotto to Pasta Bake or Fruit Crumble.
The new freezer has been well-used to
keep extra ingredients and to ensure
we have a supply of extras on busy
mornings.

The Café pays a monthly subscription
to be a member of FareShare,
and supermarkets send food to an
organisation called The Cyrenians.
The Cyrenians are based in Edinburgh
and they distribute food to charitable
organisations such as our Open Door
Café. The food is brought to Galashiels
on a Thursday and it is collected by
one of our volunteers. It is only at that
point we are able to decide "what!s on
the menu!.

Obviously, we still need to buy additional
ingredients to ensure we can maintain
our basic menu, and we are particularly
grateful to "The Bakers Dozen!, who are
the ladies who make and deliver home
baking for each Café - so !What"s
on the menu?! will continue to be a
surprise to us and to our customers!

Our food allocation can be as diverse
as three carrier bags full of apples, a
JDPPRQ MRLQW DQG ÀYH WXUQLSV WR 
SDFNVRIEXWWHUÀYHIUHVKFRFRQXWVDQG
many, many tins of chilli beans! Some
food has a short use by date, and

Elissa Jones
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News from Guatemala via Amy Ward
Come late spring, I shall be saying cheerio to Cranmer
Hall, Durham for just over three weeks, as I head back
out to Guatemala for a return visit (24th April-17th May).
I am really looking forward to seeing Pablo and his family
again, as well as catching up with some of the young
folk I worked with before, and a number of my Latin Link
friends. I would certainly appreciate your prayers for that
visit – for all those I’m able to see again, and the time
we spend together; for language and communication, as
I get back into Spanish; and for safety too. I have experienced some episodes
characteristic of Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder at times since coming back to the
UK, so prayer about this would also be very much appreciated. While I am very much
looking forward to this trip, there are apprehensions at times, although someone
prayed with me recently at college, and gave me a good deal of reassurance and
peace through a word they shared.
It will be lovely to see Pablo again. We remain in touch regularly, but it is still
GLIÀFXOWWRJHWDIXOOSLFWXUHRIKRZWKLQJVDUHIURPRYHUKHUH,DPORRNLQJIRUZDUG
to visiting the Halfway House that has been established since leaving Guatemala –
with the help of many friends here in the UK. It will be great to see the setup there,
and I hope to catch up with a number of the girls I last saw in Los Gorriones, who
have since been released.
There have also been complications with Ignacio’s work in recent months, particularly
as the political regime changed, and it will be good to get a more complete picture
about how things are for him there, and in his ministry. I don’t know whether I’ll be
able to visit the prison while I’m out, but we’ll see how it goes. God goes with us!
This comes with my love, and the hope and wish that you will know God’s love,
peace and blessings in this Easter season.
All my best,
Amy xxx
There have been some generous one-off donations, as well as regular giving and
fundraisers so in the last year well over £1500 has been raised for the Halfway
House from local sources - for which many thanks!
Hot off the press: “Just had a message from Pablo. Don’t know whether you saw
the story on the news recently about the kids’ home in Guatemala? Someone set
ÀUHWRDPDWWUHVVDQGFXUUHQWO\JLUOVKDYHGLHGDVDUHVXOWRIEXUQV,VHQWVRPH
PRQH\IURPWKHIXQGODVWZHHNWREX\ÀUHH[WLQJXLVKHUVIRUWKH+DOIZD\+RXVHRQ
the back of that. He has just let me know that the government has placed 8 kids
GLVSODFHGE\WKDWÀUHLQWKHFDUHRIWKH+DOIZD\+RXVHµ
11
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Ashkirk News
Life continues in Ashkirk with a small congregation working hard to witness to the
love of God in our community. We had a small turnout for our Soup and Pudding
Lunch, but the food was delicious and the company was good. I!d like to say a big
thank you to all who cooked and prepared a wonderful lunch. Thanks too to all who
attended on the day and joined in the social aspect of the event.
February 26th saw a packed church as we joined together for worship and the
blessing of Hamish Lamont son of Kenneth and Charlotte. He was a delight and
smiled at all the people assembled as he was carried around the church by his proud
parents. The congregation presented him with a children!s Bible and his Mum with
DVPDOOÁRUDODUUDQJHPHQWWRPDUNWKHRFFDVLRQ
A retiring collection took place and £92 was collected for the Food Bank. Once again
thank you all for your generosity.
The general life of the church is marked by a continued involvement with the Open
Door project at SPC. We continue to collect food for the Selkirk Food Bank, and
donations for Fresh Start Borders. We are also continuing our commitment to the
Village Hall and all its activities. A programme of Film Nights and afternoon talks will
take place on a regular basis as will the Ashkirk Village Hall Monthly Draw. Other
DFWLYLWLHVLQFOXGHNHHSÀWGDQFLQJpilates and dog training, something for everyone.
Margaret would like to remind you that she is always happy to visit those who need
her ministry, but she needs to be told of people in hospital or in other need. Don!t
be shy; make contact with her or through an Elder.
Dates for your diary
The crafters invite folk to “An Easter
Bonanza” on 3rd April in the Village
Hall. You will experience craft
demonstrations and make an Easter
Bonnet and enjoy an afternoon tea and
chat. Please contact Rosalind Brown if
you wish to make a Bonnet. We have
DYDLODEOHDQGÀUVWFRPHKDVWREH
our starting point.

6:30pm. The service will be led by the
Congregation. You are most welcome
to join us at the start of Holy Week.
Easter Sunday will commence at
8am with our service of praise and
contemplation in the kirk yard.
12 noon sees our main Easter Act
of Worship preceded by coffee and
biscuits from 11.30am.

RNLI talk on 4th April @ 2pm in the
village Hall.

Communion Dates: 4th June, 20th
August and 3rd December. All are
welcome to join us.

On Palm Sunday, Ashkirk will host the
Churches Together evening service at

Ashkirk extends to you an open invitation to enjoy the beauty and peace of our small
kirk, sheltered by the ash trees. May God bless you all.
Fran Selkirk
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Kirk Session News
Here is the news of what!s been happening with the Kirk Session in January and
February.










7KH,QWHULP5HYLHZE\DJURXSIURP3UHVE\WHU\FKDLUHGE\5HY-XOLH5HQQLFN
IURP(DUOVWRQ3DULVK&KXUFKIRXQGWKDWZHDVDFKXUFKKDGIXOÀOOHGDOOWKDW
was asked of us two years ago, in terms of development.
7KHFKXUFK´ERRNVµKDYHDOOEHHQFKHFNHGE\3UHVE\WHU\DQGIRXQGWREHLQ
order.
7KUHHRIRXU.LUN6HVVLRQKDYHVHUYHGDVHOGHUVIRUWKLUW\\HDUVYL]'DYLG
%HWKXQH)LRQD+ROPHVDQG0DUJDUHW0LOQH7KH\DUHGXHWRUHFHLYHFHUWLÀFDWHV
from 121 George Street, Church of Scotland HQ. Well done, all of you!
7KHWKUHHHOGHUVGXHWRVHUYHRQWKH&RQJUHJDWLRQDO%RDUGIRUWKHQH[WWKUHH
years are Jacqui Lee, Jim Smith and Glynis Wilkie.
%\WKHWLPH\RXUHDGWKLVZHZLOOKDYHKHOGDQRWKHUGLQQHUIRUHOGHUVSUHVHQW
and retired, together with those from Ashkirk, in the Fleece Hotel. Last year!s
event was a most enjoyable occasion so hopefully that will have been repeated!
7KLV ZLOO EH WKH ODVW .LUN 6HVVLRQ 5HSRUW WKDW , JLYH DV 6HVVLRQ &OHUN ,ҋYH
HQMR\HGP\WLPHLQRIÀFHEXWKDYH´GRQHP\WXUQµ<RXUQHZ6HVVLRQ&OHUNLV
Colin MacIntosh, from Bowhill. I wish him well.

Kind regards,
Your (old!) Session Clerk,
Elma Hendrie

Holy Week Service
Wednesday 12th April

5p Mile
We have just received
our 1000th 5p coin for
2017, taking us 19.6 yards nearer to
WKHÀQLVKLQJOLQH7KDWOHDYHVDPHUH
226 yards to go, or 11,526 more 5ps
(£576.30). Please help us reach this
target by saving and donating these
wonderful little coins.

This will take the form of an Easter
journey (like a labyrinth without the
labyrinth shape!) There will be 12 sites
in the church for folk to stop, think, pray
and take part in an activity should you
wish. A booklet with instructions will
be given out at the door as people
enter. You will then be free to wander
through the journey at your own pace.
It will be open from 7.30 pm – 9.00 pm,
but please don!t all come at 7.30 pm
otherwise there will be a queue!

Lynda
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Thanks to everyone
for their goodwill and
help after my recent
accident,
especially
Maisie McKenzie and
Rev. Margaret Steele.
Janice Renton

Church Accounts 2016 - Summary
General Account
Income:
Ordinary Offerings/Donations 21444
Gift Aid Giving
33380
Tax Recovered
9055
Interest
465
Use of Premises
3013
Other Income
1960
Total Income
£69,317

Expenditure:
Ministries & Mission
Presbytery Dues
Local Ministry & Staff
Building Costs
Other expenses
Total Expenditure

42428
897
5728
9616
5383
£64,052

Balance at start of year
11780
Surplus
5265
Transfer (Fabric & Reserve) (12000)
End of year Balance
£5,045

Facilities Upgrade Fund
Income:
Fundraising
291
Donations (Incl. Gift Aid giving) 1531
Tax Recovered
797
Total Income
£2,619

Expenditure:
Renovation Project
& related costs

7811

Total Expenditure

£7,811

Balance at start of year
'HÀFLW
End of Year Balance

The Facilities Upgrade Fund is
now closed

Income:
Grants
Cafe
Other
Total Income
End of Year Balance

5192
 
£0

Open Door Fund
Expenditure:
Kitchen upgrade
Equipment
Food
Other
Total Expenditure

5500
871
59
£6,430
£1,406

1492
2208
605
719
£5,024

End of year balances on our other funds:
General Fabric £12,417, Reserve Fund £19,561, Organ/Music £1,816,
Social Relief Fund £581, Sunday School £716
14
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Treasurer!s Notes to the Accounts (on page 14)
Compared with 2015, our general income has increased by £597, but our general
expenditure has increased by £1,285. Thanks to the photovoltaic cells, a substantial
part of our heating costs has been offset by income generated. This means we have
DJDLQHQGHGWKH\HDUZLWKDVXUSOXVRYHUDOO7KHÀQDOVWDJHVRIWKH5HQRYDWLRQ
Project have been completed and the Facilities Upgrade Fund is now closed. There
KDYHEHHQQRPDMRUIDEULFUHSDLUVIRUWKHÀUVWWLPHLQVRPH\HDUV
A General Fund budget for 2017 has been set at income £69,315, and expenditure
£69,282 (surplus £33). With a decreasing membership, it is probable that giving
alone will not enable us to achieve, let alone increase, this level of income, so
ZH KDYH EXGJHWHG IRU  RI IXQGUDLVLQJ VSHFLÀFDOO\ IRU WKH *HQHUDO )XQG
Hopefully, the major work still needed on the outer church windows will be covered
from the Fabric Fund. A more detailed set of accounts and the budget are available
IURPWKHFKXUFKRIÀFH
Lynda McCraw (treasurer)

Christian Aid Week 14-20 May
In addition to the usual street collection on Saturday 20th May,
there are 2 new events to raise funds for Christian Aid. Do you fancy a ceilidh or a
coffee morning - or both? The ceilidh is on Saturday 13th May at Connections, 7
pm for 7.30 pm and the coffee morning on Friday 19th May 10 am - 12 noon, also
at Connections.
Christian Aid is a member of the national Disasters Emergency Committee working
with some of the 16 million people across South Sudan, Ethiopia, Kenya and
Somalia who urgently need food. Join in our local fundrasing to make a difference
across the world where people are in crisis.
For futher information or to buy tickets for the ceilidh, please contact Laura Bell,
ODXUD#VHONLUNEDSWLVWFKXUFKRUJXN

Words for Easter
Maundy Thursday
Break bread with me before I have to leave.
Drink wine with me, tomorrow is too late.
This bread, my body broken for you all.
This wine, my blood spilt for your own dear sake.
Break bread with me before I have to leave.
Drink wine with me, tomorrow is too late.
13
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Selkirk Church Friends
It is hard to believe that the current session of Selkirk Church Friends is almost
over. On 7 February Dr Malcolm Lindsay gave a very interesting power point
presentation on various projects being undertaken by the Scottish Wildlife Trust.
This was followed by a Craft and Chat afternoon on 24th February. Debbie Lyons
from Hawick came on 7 March. She is an ambassador for Neal's Yard Remedies,
beauty and holistic therapy products. A few of the ladies sampled some of the
UHPHGLHV7KHÀQDOPHHWLQJLVRQ0DUFKZKHQ6KRQD*ULHYHZLOOFDWHUIRURXU
Afternoon Tea. Jean Wood will also speak on three paintings which each have an
interesting story.
Jennifer Barrie

Walk of Witness Good Friday 10 am
You are invited to join with people from all the congregations in the town to take part
in the Walk of Witness on Good Friday. We will start at St John!s church at 10 am
and stop at each church building in turn where we will sing a hymn and someone
from a different denomination will pray for that congregation. We will also stop in
the Market Place and pray there for the community of Selkirk.
This is a powerful witness to our faith so let!s make it an even bigger crowd this
year.

Words for Easter
Good Friday
My broken body, hanging from this cross;
You do not know what it is you have done.
My God, my God, why have you led me here
To die this death, alone and wracked with pain?
My broken body, hanging from this cross,
You do not know what it is you have done.
Easter Sunday
Three days have passed, all pain and fear have gone.
I come to you this glorious Easter morn.
Rejoice with me and know that I am with you.
I will be there in all the days to come.
Three days have passed, all pain and fear have gone.
I come to you this glorious Easter morn.
Marjorie Lawrie
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Wednesday 19
11 am
Friday
21
7 pm
Thursday
27
3.30 pm
May
Fri. - Sun. 5 - 7 May
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/
SP
Saturday
13
10-12

6HUYLFHDW7KRUQÀHOG
Cameo outing to Dobbies
Communion Service
ReachOut Pop-up Book Group, 11 Tower St.
Service at Mungo Park Court

Sunday
14
Sun - Sat. 14-20
Friday
19

2 pm

Sunday
Saturday
Sunday
June
Sunday
Wed
Friday

14
27
21

4 pm
1.30 pm
10.15 am

Church weekend away, Minsteracres
6HUYLFHDW7KRUQÀHOG
Coffee Morning
Christian Aid Ceilidh, Connections
Churches Together, Our Lady and St Joseph!s
Christian Aid Week (see page 15)
Christian Aid Coffee Morning,
Connections
Taste and See, Worship for All,
ReachOut trip to The Hirsel
BGH volunteers

4
7
9

10.15 am
11 am
2.30 pm

Pentecost Communion
Communion Service
Service at Riverside

10-12

Bereavements
Selkirk
Dec. 26
Jan. 21

Richard Cairns
Canada
Nance Johnstone
10 Castle Terrace

26

Liza D!Agrosa
Riverside Nursing Home

Mar. 15

James Jeffrey
Lindean Smithy Cottage

Ashkirk
Feb. 26

Hamish Alexander Lamont
17 Heathpark Place

The records on this page are as up-to-date as possible. We apologise
for any omissions that may have occurred.
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