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The light of the Christmas star
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FLOWER MINISTRY
Dec .
3rd
10th
17th
24th
31st

Fiona Holmes in charge
Rowell Family
Elaine Dunipace
Justine Lawton
J. Nichol/J. Wood
---------------------

Jan.
7th
14th
21st
28th

Marjorie Lawrie in charge
---------------Gillian Grant
Rev. M. Steele
Marjorie Lawrie

The Flower Calendar is available on the noticeboard in the Meeting
House. Donations would be appreciated for any blank Sundays.

Commmunion Dates ahead
December
February 2018
April
May
August
October
December

Sunday 3rd, Wednesday 6th
Sunday 11th, Wednesday 14th
Easter Sunday 1st, Wednesday 4th
Pentecost Sunday 20th, Wednesday 23rd
Sunday 19th & Wednesday 22nd
Sunday 14th & Wednesday 17th
Sunday 2nd & Wednesday 5th

Congregational Board Notes
News from the October meeting of
the Congregational Board:
%

%
%

%

%

‘Growing in Faith’ continues to meet
at Orchard Brow, Clerklands on 1st
and 3rd Tuesdays at 7:30 pm. We
enjoy fellowship and wide ranging
discussions, sharing and learning
together. Please join us if you can.

1HZÁRRULQJLQWKHVWRUHURRPDQG
a fridge freezer are being sourced,
funded by Open Door
Loanside Manse bathroom has
been redecorated by volunteers.
The stained glass windows in
church have been examined
and extensive work has been
recommended.
The Eco-Policy should inform
future decision-making where
relevant.
Our caretaker/cleaner has been
off sick. Thanks to Fiona Holmes
and a few volunteers for covering
Avril’s duties.

Dates for December and January
are 5th and 19th December, 2nd and
16th January, 2018.
Jane Peers
See page 8 for details of ReachOut
small groups.
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1 Loanside
Selkirk
TD7 4DJ
December 2017

Dear Friends,

,Q WKH EXOE WKHUH LV D ÁRZHU LQ WKH VHHG DQ DSSOH WUHH«,Q WKH FROG DQG
VQRZRIZLQWHUWKHUHҋVDVSULQJWKDWZDLWVWREHXQUHYHDOHGXQWLOLWVVHDVRQ
something God alone can see. (Hymn 727) Jesus, the seed planted into Mary’s
womb by God’s Holy Spirit, is the reason for this season.
0DU\KDGQRNQRZOHGJHRIKRZLQÁXHQWLDOKHUVRQZRXOGEHFRPH$VKHJUHZLQWR
manhood, he blossomed and matured. No doubt he plied his carpentry trade along
with his earthly dad, Joseph. After thirty years, he left, when the time was right, to
carry out his heavenly Father’s will. Sharing love, God’s love, with those he met,
teaching a new way to live life to the full, healing the sick, performing miracles,
forgiving sin; for three years the folk around him who put their trust in him had their
lives transformed. Others decided that his teaching was too hard and walked away.
The agony of his willing obedience to do his Father’s will was evident in the Garden
of Gethsemane through to his trumped-up trial and his death on the cross.
The seed which had blossomed seemingly dying forever.
After three days though, new life burst forth in glorious day as “Up from the grave
he arose with a mighty triumph o’er his foes. He arose the victor of the dark domain
and he lives forever with his saints to reign.”
As the Apostle Paul puts it in his letter to the Corinthians, “When you sow a seed
in the ground, it does not sprout to life unless it dies. And what you sow is a bare
seed, perhaps a grain of wheat or some other grain, not the full bodied plant that
will later grow up. God provides that seed with the body he wishes; he gives each
seed its own proper body.” (1 Corinthians 15:56)
As Christians, we celebrate Christmas knowing that it is part of the ongoing story of
God’s love shared with His world. As we put our trust in Jesus’ birth, life, death, and
resurrection, we are assured of His presence with us, wherever we are, whatever we
are doing. His Holy Spirit plants the seed of new life within us allowing us to grow
in faith, in hope and in love with, of course, the greatest of these being love. What
good news we have to share with everyone we meet.
Working together with you all is a very real pleasure and privilege. Thank you for
all your prayers, hard work and support. Together, we meet 2018 in the knowledge
that God alone sees our future. In faith, we acknowledge that He has that future in
His control.
May you know His love, His joy and His peace throughout 2018.
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With every blessing, Margaret

The Halfway House fundraising concert
The concert was truly memorable. So many people were
involved showing much kindness, goodwill and generosity.
Massive thanks are due to the choir, the orchestra, the soloists
and other artistes and the army of helpers who made it all go
like clockwork. Heartfelt thanks to every one who contributed
and who came to listen. Many folk commented on the warmth
of the event and a few tears were shed during some of the songs, we believe!
£7000 has been transferred direct to the project and already Carlos has
acknowledged it with gladness and gratitude. It will be used to give work to a male
house parent for 2 years, with any "left overs" paying for college fees for some
of the kids in the safe house. They promise a photo of the new worker and his
family in due course. In a country where work is hard to come by, this job will be a
precious gift to them too. We know that this money will be a big boost to the work
and a source of encouragement to Carlos and his small band of supporters. We
look forward to hearing more of the project in due course. We give thanks to God
that He brought so many of us together to be the answer to prayers in a faraway
place - Guatemala!
If you missed the concert, we will be selling DVDs of the evening, £5 each, in aid
RIWKHSURMHFW&RQWDFWWKH&KXUFK2IÀFHRUSKRQHXVGLUHFW0RUH
thanks are due to Ian Watson and Rebecca Caswell for sharing their expertise in
ÀOPLQJDQG,7LQRUGHUWRSURGXFHWKH'9'
Rod, Myra and Amy Ward
And direct from Carlos:
“Thank you so much for your prayers and support!!! We can pay two years’
salary to one of our boys, his wife and little girl. Please keep Miguel and his
family in your prayers. He got released from Gaviotas, a youth prison, nine
months ago. We love you.”

CAMEO: Come And Meet Each Other
CAMEO has enjoyed good attendances at a varied programme and we are looking
forward to a visit from some children of Philiphaugh school to entertain us on
December 7. The following week is our Christmas afternoon tea and we will be
entertained by the Golden Girls from Hawick.
Meetings are at 2pm in the church hall and
you are welcome to join us.
Marjorie Lawrie
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The Priceless Gift of Christmas
Now Christmas is a season
for joy and merrymaking,
A time for gifts and presents,
for giving and for taking.

It isn’t soft and shimmering
for reaching hands to touch,
Or some expensive luxury
you’ve wanted very much.

A festive, friendly happy time
when everyone is gay But have we ever really felt
the greatness of the day?

For the priceless gift of Christmas
is meant just for the heart
and we receive it only
when we become a part
Of the Kingdom and the glory
which is ours to freely take
For God sent the Holy Christ Child
at Christmas for our sake,
So man might come to know Him
and feel His Presence near
And see the many miracles
performed while He was here.

For through the centuries, the world
has wandered far away
From the beauty and the meaning
of the Holy Christmas Day.
For Christmas is a heavenly gift
that only God can give,
It’s ours just for the asking,
for as long as we shall live.

And this priceless gift of Christmas
is within the reach of all,
The rich, the poor, the young and old
the greatest and the small.

It can’t be bought or bartered,
it can’t be worn or sold,
It doesn’t cost a penny
and it’s worth far more than gold.

So take His Priceless Gift of Love,
reach out and you receive,
And the only payment that God asks
is just that you believe.

It isn’t bright and gleaming
for eager eyes to see,
It can’t be wrapped in tinsel
or placed beneath a tree.

contributed by Adrienne McMorran

Members of Selkirk and Ashkirk Church are invited to
join me and a few others for drinks and nibbles in the
Parish Church Hall on Sunday 17th December at 4 pm.
This is to say Thank you for all the support given to me
by many before and after my operation. It is also a pre-birthday celebration, as I
reach another decade in my life. No gifts, please, as I will be away on the day.
RSVP to 01750 66003 or peligro.vela@gmail com
Cynthia Chandler
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Christmas Day Dinner
SP²SP

$GYHQW&DOHQGDU
As Advent begins,
I‘d like to remind you
that the gifts which
we put in the Advent
Calendar go to the
Borders
General
Hospital for distribution to those people
who are in hospital over the Christmas
period. This year, since Christmas
Day is on a Monday, it would be really
KHOSIXO LI ZH FRXOG ÀOO XS WKH $GYHQW
Calendar a bit earlier than usual, to
give more time to deliver the presents
in the week before Christmas.
Sandra Henwood, Spiritual Care Coordinator, really enjoys the privilege
of distributing the gifts on our behalf
every year. Our gifts provide her
with a welcome opportunity to speak
to patients about pleasant topics not
connected with the reason that they
are in hospital. Thank you in advance
for your continuing support of our
long-standing and much appreciated
Christmas tradition.

Come and Join Us!
Last year, we had a lovely Christmas
celebration in the Parish Church Hall
on 25th December. Nibbles and drinks
were served as folk were welcomed,
and a delicious traditional festive meal
with all the trimmings was enjoyed by
18 folk who might otherwise have been
on their own or stuck in front of the TV.
Why not join us this year? We can cook
for 30 and are happy to cater for special
diets (please let us know in advance)
and smaller portions, if that’s your
preference. If you know of someone
else who might enjoy company and
some musical entertainment, invite
them to come with you.

Pauline Davidson
Please gift-wrap and label for male/
female. NB nothing edible, thank you.

We look forward to hearing from you.
Tickets are available from the church
RIÀFHDW2SHQ'RRURUIURPRQHRIXV
This year we are suggesting that you
pay what you can between £5 and £10.
BYOB if you enjoy a glass of something
special.

I would like to thank people from the
church and Margaret,
our minister, for coming
to see me when I
was in hospital and
Waverley. Also for the
phone calls, cards and
ÁRZHUV

Myra Ward and Fiona Corbett
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Thank you, Janice Renton

$6HUYLFHRI5HPHPEHULQJ
Christmas is for most people a happy time. Everywhere you look, you see pictures
showing happy smiling faces, laughter and merriment.
However, for many (and perhaps more than we imagine), Christmas can be a very
SDLQIXO VDG DQG GLIÀFXOW WLPH ,OOQHVV EHUHDYHPHQW VDG PHPRULHV RU ORQHOLQHVV
FDQHDFKPDNHWKLVWLPHYHU\GLIÀFXOWWRIDFHDQGJHWWKURXJK
With this in mind, there will be a special “service of remembering” in the church
side-chapel on 6XQGD\UG'HFHPEHUDWSP The service will begin and end
ZLWKTXLHWUHÁHFWLRQ7KHUHZLOOEHK\PQVQRWFDUROVVRPHUHDGLQJVDQGSUD\HUV
Tea and coffee will be served at the end of the service in the Meeting House,
though some people may prefer to go away quietly. There will be an opportunity
to have the names of loved ones no longer with us read out during the service in
remembrance of them. A sheet of paper will be in the Meeting House from early
November for names to be added. If you would like a name read out in memory but
do not wish to attend, that is perfectly acceptable. Please feel
free to phone Rev. Margaret Steele (23308) or myself (22562)
with the details.
Katrina  Smith

Selkirk Church Friends
The new session commenced on 3 October when Duncan and Rosermary McCosh
gave an interesting talk on what happens to the bottle tops we donate and the vast
sum of money raised. On 31 October, Chris Sharpe came and explained about
WKHZRUNGRQHDW)UHVK6WDUW%RUGHUV,WZDVJUHDWWRVHHDWÀUVWKDQGWKHORYHDQG
care which goes into the starter packs. As usual, there was much chat and laughter
at the Craft and Chat afternoons. In November, Irene McFadzen came to share
some of her crafting skills. The Christmas Lunch will be on 12 December when the
catering will again be done by Shona Grieve.
Dates for 2018

  

Jan. 9 Archery, Jim Stillie;
Feb 6 Community Policeman

Jan. 23

Craft and Chat

Selkirk Parish Church Christmas Card
The Selkirk Parish Church Christmas card is in the Meeting House
throughout December. If you wish, you can sign the card and make
a donation to Shelter, instead of giving lots of cards to church friends
whom you see every week: an opportunity to share Christmas greetings,
support homeless people and save paper!
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5HDFK2XW
PHHWLQJWRVKDUHIULHQGVKLSDQGIDLWK
It has been so good to sit down and enjoy food together
at the Italian meal and the Curry Night over the Autumn months. In
the New Year, there will be small groups meeting for Bible study with a difference
as we watch SDUWRI7KH*RVSHORI-RKQDVDÀOPVHHLQJWKHVWRULHVZHKDYH
EHHQUHDGLQJRQ6XQGD\PRUQLQJVEURXJKWWROLIHLQWKHVHWWLQJRIÀUVWFHQWXU\
Palestine. The script uses the Gospel text word for word.
Choose from two groups: Tuesday morning in the church meeting room or Sunday
evening in one of our homes, starting at 5 Marion Crescent. We will start with a
FXSSDZDWFKWKHÀOPDQGKDYHWLPHIRUDVKRUWGLVFXVVLRQDIWHUZDUGV
6XQGD\VDWSPWKVWWK-DQDQGWK)HEUXDU\
Tuesday at 10.30 am: 16th, 23rd, 30th Jan and 6th February
1: John chapters 1-4, Life
2: John chapters 5 -7, Who is Jesus?
3: John chapters 8 - 10 The “I Am” sayings
4: John chapters 11-13 The Signs
7KHÀQDOSODQQHGIHOORZVKLSPHDOLVIRU6HONLUNDQG9DOOH\VFKXUFKOHDGHUV LQWKH
widest sense) on Friday 16th Feb at 6.30 pm in the hall, to give a blessing to all
those who work hard to lead our churches and to enjoy each others’ company.
Please rsvp to Anne Bethune, anne@dbethune.com or tel 21703 by Feb.11th if
you are able to come to the church leaders’ meal.
We had a visit from two ladies from the Dumfries branch
of Fresh Start and it was good to share ideas! They
operate differently in that they have a shop which is open
to the public and sells furniture as well. I would like to remind people that donations of household items or money
are always welcome and can be left in the box in the
meeting house. Alternatively contact me, Glynis Wilkie on
01750 22494

&OLPDWH&KDQJH*RRG1HZVVWRULHV+RSHIRUWKHIXWXUH
Wetherspoons have stopped using
plastic straws. This will stop 70 million
VWUDZVHQGLQJXSLQODQGÀOORUWKHVHD
8

Celebrate Christmas
with Ashkirk Parish Church
6XQGD\UG'HF
12 noon

VW6XQGD\LQ$GYHQW
Service of Holy Communion

Church

dedication of communion tablecloth and napkins
gifted to the church by the family of Mrs Doreen Bolam

Sunday 10th Dec.
12 noon

QG6XQGD\LQ$GYHQW
Gift Service
Items for Fresh Start Borders, please

)ULGD\WK'HF

Christmas High Tea
(names to Fran, please)

Sunday 17th Dec.
12 noon

UG6XQGD\LQ$GYHQW
Morning Worship

6XQGD\WK'HF
12 noon
SP

WK6XQGD\LQ$GYHQW&KULVWPDV(YH
Morning Worship
Watchnight Service
Church

Church
Smiddy

Church

followed by refreshments

6XQGD\VW'HF
12 noon

1HZ<HDUҋV(YH
Morning Worship

Church

Ashkirk News
Ashkirk Church had a wonderful coffee morning and Craft Sale on 11th November.
At 10.10 we had a prayer huddle and within minutes people began to arrive. It then
proceeded to be a busy event. We later found that friends in the Parish had prayed for
us because of our poor attendance at a Soup and Pudding lunch. So our thanks to
you all for your support. We made a total of £531 before expenses and we had two
guest table top sellers who also did well. It was a great privilege to mark as part of
our morning, the minute silence for Remembrance, sounded by a whistle, followed
by prayer from Margaret Steele
:HZLVK\RXDOODYHU\+DSS\DQG3HDFHÀOOHG&KULVWPDVDQGDOOJRRGWKLQJVIRU
God bless and keep you.
Fran Selkirk, Session Clerk
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During
Advent

Sun
3rd
Dec.

Wed
6th
Dec.

Sun.
10th
Dec.

Sun.
17th
Dec.

*LIWVWRÀOOWKH$GYHQW&DOHQGDU%DQQHU
IRUSDWLHQWVLQ%*+

Thurs.
21st
Dec.

VHHSDJH

1st Sunday in Advent
10.15 am
Communion Service
3 pm
Service of Remembering

Sun.
24th
Dec.

see page 7

11 am

Communion Service

2nd Sunday in Advent
10.15 am
Gift Service
with Selkirk Silver Band

9.45 am
3.30 pm

School Christmas service
Carol Service
Mungo Park Court

Christmas Eve, 4th Sunday in Advent
10.15 am
Christmas Eve Morning Service
7.00 pm
Living Nativity, Market Place
7.30 pm
Carol-singing, Market Place
8 pm
Refreshments, Meeting House
8.30 pm
Churches Together Service
Selkirk Parish Church
11.15 pm
Watchnight Service
Ashkirk Parish Church

Christmas Day
Mon.
25th
Dec.

Gifts suitable for children and teenagers, with wrapping paper
separate please, to be distributed by Social Work Dept.

3rd Sunday in Advent
10.15 am
Christmas Family Service
Taste & See party and lunch
Christmas in Ashkirk see page 9

10.30 am
Celebrate Christ’s Birthday
Selkirk Parish Church
united with Ashkirk
Short Family Service

Rowland’s - Selkirk’s Youth Centre - held its 2017
AGM on Nov 16th. Chairperson, Graham Easton,
and Project Manager, Susan Law, both reported
on a busy year of activities, acknowledging the
invaluable input from volunteers, supporters and
funders, that continue to make Rowland’s happen after 10 years in the current
building. Treasurer, David Bethune, reminded those present that Rowland’s is
an independent organisation, and its continuation depends on the hard work and
support of volunteers from the community.
'DYLGQRWHGKRZLWZDVEHFRPLQJLQFUHDVLQJO\GLIÀFXOWWRREWDLQWKHJUDQWIXQGLQJ
needed to pay for the 3 part-time staff who coordinate, support and train the
volunteers. In the previous year (2016-17), total expenditure was £55,000, but total
income only £44,000, with the shortfall covered by drawing on reserves.
Looking ahead to 2017-18, total runnng costs are expected to be around £58,000,
EXW FRQÀUPHG LQFRPH LV RQO\ DURXQG   &DQ 5RZODQGҋV ÀQG WKH H[WUD
£26,000 in grants and donations required to survive? Or will it need to curtail its
work with the young people of Selkirk?
David made a plea for more individuals to become regular donors - perhaps you
could set up a regular monthly donation of £5, £10 or more ... or hold a fund-raising
event in your home. If you can help in any way, speak to David.
Rowland’s is managed by volunteer trustees, and is looking for a few new trustees
- ordinary people with the welfare of our young people at heart. Could that be you?
David Bethune

Taste
and
See
January
,QYLWDWLRQ
(YHQW
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Persecution and Good News
Reading the never-ending stories of world-wide persecution of the Christian world,
it is easy to become ‘deadened’ to it all - but it still comes as a bit of a shock to
realise that the government of Israel (God’s chosen people still?) are by no means
guiltless in this respect. In fact, thousands of Christian refugees, from Eritrea
mostly, are holed up in a dreadful camp called Holot, in the Negev desert and
the government treats them atrociously. Meagre food rations, almost non-existent
medical care, crippling taxes from government and employers on any money they
might earn. Add to that, in a recent development, the detainees’ mobile phones
have been blocked so that they cannot contact family and friends. Many also had
been using their detention time to study but now they can’t access the materials
they used to receive on their phone hubs. But praise God, as we pray for these
people, for the warmth, compassion and generosity of ordinary Israeli people who
donate to help them.
Now for the amazing good news.
1) It is almost impossible to get Bibles etc. into North
Korea, and very dangerous, so Open Doors partners
have launched 20,000 balloons this year so far, praising
God for good weather and the cooperation of the government in South Korea;
praying for good winds to direct them and that those who pick them up in the north
will engage deeply with the Bible text they pick up with open hearts.Talk about Godinspired human ingenuity!
2) Christians in Egypt have been praising God for many lives saved when suicide
bombers attacked two churches earlier this year. At one place, it was decided at
the last minute that the 300 children in the church would have a separate service
in another building - thus their lives were saved. Meanwhile, in Alexandria, the
PRUQLQJ ZRUVKLS LQH[SOLFDEO\ ÀQLVKHG DQ KRXU HDUO\ VR WKDW WKH YDVW PDMRULW\ RI
the 5000(!) congregation had left the building when the explosion happened - even
so, 45 people were killed and more than a hundred injured; we thank God for His
intervention and join with our brothers and sisters in Egypt to pray for the injured
and for the grieving relatives of those who were killed.
PS God’s chosen people still? Read and ponder over Paul’s enigmatic words on
that subject in Romans chapter 11 from verse 11.
PPS It has proved impossible to condense the contents of ‘The Cross and the
swastika’, as I promised, but I have a copy.
David Taylor
Prayer Promoter
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&KXUFK*LYLQJ
We will shortly be organising the WFO envelopes for next year, so it would be
very helpful to know of any additions/changes. For both new and old members,
WKLVSURYLGHVDJRRGRSSRUWXQLW\WRUHÁHFWRQRXUSHUVRQDOOHYHORIJLYLQJDQGWKH
method we use.
There are 3 basic ways to make an offering - by envelope, bankers’ order or Open
Plate. Weekly Freewill Offering envelopes are designed for those who wish to
JLYH RQ D UHJXODU EDVLV  (QYHORSHV FDQ EH ÀOOHG DQG KDQGHG LQ ZKHQHYHU \RX
attend church, or given to your elder/friend to hand in when convenient. If you do
not wish to use all your WFO envelopes, we can provide you with a small number
of undated envelopes instead, to use when needed. A Bankers’ Order is a very
convenient way to ensure your offering is received monthly, quarterly, or annually
as suits you best. 2SHQ3ODWH is a straight forward method for those who do not
ZLVKWRXVHWKHÀUVWWZREXWIRU*LIW$LGHGRIIHULQJVDQDPHGHQYHORSHLVUHTXLUHG
(which we can provide), or a cheque.
If you do not already use envelopes but wish to do so, or, alternatively, if you no
ORQJHUZLVKWRXVHWKHPSOHDVHOHW/\QGD0F&UDZ WHO RUWKHRIÀFHNQRZ
by early December. Similarly, please contact me for details of the church account if
you wish to set up a bankers’ order. If you are a tax payer and have not yet signed
a Gift Aid Form, please consider doing so, to enable the church to reclaim tax on
\RXURIIHULQJVDWQRH[WUDFRVWWR\RX)RUPVDUHDYDLODEOHIURPWKH2IÀFHRU*LOOLDQ
Grant (Gift Aid Convener).
Lynda McCraw, Treasurer

Blythswood shoeboxes
Once again, a big thank you to all the folks who so generously
ÀOOHGVKRHER[HVWKLV\HDUIRU%O\WKVZRRG%HWKWRRNWRWKH
van and Maisie took 22 or 23. She also sent a cheque for
£80 kindly donated to help with the transport. That wasn’t
including what had already been put into the envelopes
inside the shoeboxes. Others took their shoeboxes to the van
themselves, so it was a great effort this year and will bring smiles to so many faces
in Eastern Europe and Pakistan this Christmas!
Thank you all,
Beth and Maisie
The offering at Harvest/Creation in our Care service raised £336.50 for the
work of TearFund. Our fundraiser at Scott’s Selkirk made £960 for church
funds. Thank you to all who supported these events.
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,QVSLULWSUDFWLFHDQGDVFLWL]HQVRI*RGҋVZRUOG
2QZDUGDQGXSZDUG
Congratulations to us all for being given a Silver Award for our work as an EcoCongregation!
We have been commended for the way environmental issues are acted upon by
the congregation and we have now been challenged to work towards the Gold
Award in the not too distant future.
The challenges set are to:
ͻ develop a long-term action plan, expanding the number of people in the core
group and inviting our church leaders to discuss environmental issues;
ͻ

continue to challenge everyone to reduce their environmental impact;

ͻ

lead a community-based action;

ͻ

evaluate our work;

ͻ

continue to explore ways we can reduce the environmental impact of our
church buildings.

This is giving us all much to think about and the EcoCongregation group would welcome your ideas and any
input into our discussions so that together we can move
forward.
In the meantime, watch out for the date in the New Year
when the award will be presented and come along to share
the celebration.
Anne, Mo and Elissa

)DLUWUDGHVWD\LQIRUPHGDQGEHZDUHWKHP\WKV
We belong to a Fairtrade town and a Fairtrade congregation. It is
good to stay informed. Over the next few issues we will include
some common myths about Fairtrade.
0\WKRQHҊ)DLUWUDGHSURGXFWVDUHPRUHH[SHQVLYH
0DQ\ RI WKH  8. )DLUWUDGH FHUWLÀHG SURGXFWV DUH VXSHUPDUNHW RZQODEHO RU
inexpensive mainstream brands. Most major supermarkets now have Fairtrade
own-label tea and coffee ranges, for example, and outside supermarkets, there are
competitively priced options in smaller local retailers.
Our Fairtrade reps at church are Pauline Davidson, Myra Ward and Linda White
Thank you, ladies!
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6HONLUN 3DULVK &KXUFK (FR3ROLF\ was adopted by the
Kirk Session in August and will be the benchmark for many
of the decisions we take about the buildings and church
activities. It is displayed on the hall noticeboard, but you
can read extracts in this and the next few issues of the Hird.
There may be some things for us all to think about or take
action on in our own homes and lives. There is no Planet B!
+HUHDUHWKHÀUVWIRXUREMHFWLYHV
 WRIRUPDQ(FR&RQJUHJDWLRQJURXSFRPSULVLQJDWOHDVWRQHHOGHU(currently,
Anne Bethune, Mo Brown and Elissa Jones)
 WR SURPRWH DZDUHQHVV ZLWKLQ WKH FKXUFK RI (FR&RQJUHJDWLRQ 6FRWODQGҋV
principles and objectives and of the values underlying them. (you can read them
on the noticeboard in the hall)
 PDLQWDLQRXU)DLU7UDGHVWDWXV(FT group is Pauline Davidson, Myra Ward
and Linda White)
 HQFRXUDJH FUHDWLYLW\ HQWKXVLDVP DQG VNLOOV ZLWKLQ RXU RZQ FRQJUHJDWLRQ LQ
ÀQGLQJ ZD\V WR UHGXFH RXU LPSDFW RQ WKH HQYLURQPHQW (Thank you for all the
recycling you do at church - bottle tops, stamps and postcards. The box that
raises funds for Traidcraft is for old electronic devices as well as watches
and jewellery. What can you clear out now or after Christmas? I have a
sack almost ready to be sent off, containing, among many other things, 43
watches!)
Anne Bethune

Notes from Kirk Session
Brief news from recent meetings:
% Comments from the Vision discussion evening in August are being taken forward
for discussion.
% Grant funding has been allocated from the Go For It fund for Open Door to
employ a Cafe Manager and develop ideas for the vegetable garden at church.
% Liz Thompson has resigned as an elder. Thanks were given for all her work
over many years.
% New volunteers for the Food Bank are Linda White and Margaret Henderson.
Thanks to retiring volunteers David Taylor and Liz Thompson.
% 7KH)ORZHU5RWDZLOOEHPDQDJHGIURPWKHFKXUFKRIÀFH
% /RXLVH5DIÀHUSUHVHQWHGWKRXJKWVRQDORQJWHUPVWUDWHJ\IRUZRUNLQJZLWKRXU
young people.
% The Christmas schools service will be on Thursday 21st December at 9.45 am
in church.
% The retiring collection at the Christmas Day service will be for Shelter Scotland.
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Sunday Gang
As many of you will know by now, I am standing down as Sunday Gang leader after
Christmas.This, of course, leaves an opportunity for someone to take up the reins
and we are praying for a new leader.
It has been rewarding to be involved with our youngsters and great to see our
numbers grow again and I look forward to being involved as a helper.
Sunday Gang will continue to meet at 10.15 each Sunday. Christmas
Taste and See will be on 17th December at 10.15am followed by
party games and food to share for ALL ages.
For Christmas services please see the centre pages.
Kind regards,
Jacqui
(Editor’s note: And from us all, huge thanks to Jacqui for her hard work, creativity
and commitment to the youngsters over many years.)

I think everyone who attended agreed that the joint service in the Victoria Halls
on Nov 5th was one of the best since they began back in 2000. A good crowd
from each congregation, including Ettrick and Yarrow, were there, and the singing,
DFFRPSDQLHGE\5RG:DUGRQWKHJUDQGSLDQRZDVXSOLÀWLQJ
6DGO\WKLVZDVWKHÀQDOVHUYLFHIRUWZRRIRXUPLQLVWHUV6DP6LURN\PRYLQJRQ
from the valley churches, and Mary Taylor, as the URC will be closing its doors in
December.
CTSV meetings are open to all - why not come along to the next one, which is on
Jan 21st at 2pm in Our Lady & St Joseph’s Church Hall.
7KH$*0FRQÀUPHG6KDURQ/LSWURWW RIWKH%DSWLVW&KXUFK DV&KDLU-RDQQD6PLWK
as vice-chair and David Bethune continuing as treasurer. There is still a vacancy
for a secretary to record the minutes of the 4 meetings each year - maybe you could
offer?
David Bethune

&OLPDWH&KDQJH*RRG1HZVVWRULHV+RSHIRUWKHIXWXUH
Dundee has the largest all-electric taxi
ÁHHWLQ6FRWODQG
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Communion in the Church of Scotland
Those of you who read Life and Work will know that there is a
VWXG\JRLQJRQDWSUHVHQWWRÀQGRXWWKHPDQ\GLIIHUHQWZD\V
in which Communion is celebrated in the Church: formal or
informal, adults only or children too, weekly or six monthly,
common cup or individual glasses, alcoholic wine or grape
juice. The variety is endless and comes as a result of the
church divisions, which occurred during the 19th century, being healed in the 20th
century. The theology behind Communion is varied too – is it a memorial meal to
remind us of the Last Supper, a family meal for the present, or an aperitif of the meal
to come in heaven? Of course, it is all these. Is it celebrated while sitting in pews,
gathering round a table, or coming to the front? Each of those is recognised by the
Church of Scotland as a valid way of celebrating the precious meal that Jesus left us.
On a personal note, there have been several Communion services which have
UHPDLQHGLQP\PHPRU\0\ÀUVWDVD\HDUROGQHZPHPEHUVLWWLQJLQWKHSHZV²
though as a 9-10 year old I’d asked my mother why I couldn’t take part as the minister
had invited all those who loved the Lord to participate. At home, she gave me a
drink of lemon and lime juice and a bit of bread – informal, oh yes, but it meant such
DORWWRPH$QRWKHUDVDVWXGHQWVWDQGLQJURXQGWKH&RPPXQLRQ7DEOHLQ0D\ÀHOG
Church, Edinburgh passing the bread and then the cup from person to person. As a
student minister, I had the privilege of taking part in a Maundy Thursday Communion
Service in St John’s Church in Perth. There the tables were all laid out down the
centre aisle with seats on either side and we sat, we remembered, we ate and we
drank. In my home church in Perth, there were times when we were invited out to
the front, sometimes being invited to take the piece of bread and dip it into the wine.
7KHUHLVQRRQHVL]HÀWVDOOIRUWKHFHOHEUDWLRQRI&RPPXQLRQ'LIIHUHQWFKXUFKHV
will have their normal practice but most will offer different practices at different times.
What matters is that it is Jesus who is the host. He invites all who love him to come
close to him as we share the bread - a sign of his body, and drink from the cup of
WKH1HZ&RYHQDQWDV\PERORIKLVEORRG$WKLVWDEOHZHÀQGIRRGIRURXUVRXOV
binding us to his life-giving power for eternity and bringing us his strength to be his
people, in this place, for this time.
Margaret Steele

&OLPDWH&KDQJH*RRG1HZVVWRULHV+RSHIRUWKHIXWXUH
In Jan 2017, India banned all
disposable plastic in its capital city.
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Selkirk
December 2017
Thursday
7
Sunday
10
Tuesday
12
Thursday
14
Sunday
17
Thursday
21
Friday
22
January 2018
Tuesday
9
Thursday
11
Sunday
14
Tuesday
23
Thursday
25
February
Tuesday
6
Sunday
11
Wednesday 14
Friday
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2 pm
2.30 pm
12 noon
2 pm
SP
3.30 pm
2.30 pm

CAMEO: Philiphaugh entertainment
Formal closing service of United Reformed Church
Selkirk Church Friends Christmas Lunch
CAMEO: Christmas afternoon tea
&DURO6HUYLFHDW7KRUQÀHOG+RXVH
Carol Service at Mungo Park Court
Carol Service at Riverside

2 pm
2 pm
1 pm
2 pm
2 pm

Selkirk Church Friends: Archery
CAMEO
Taste and See Pool Party
Selkirk Church Friends: Craft and Chat
CAMEO

2 pm
10.15 am
11 am
6.30 pm

Selkirk Church Friends: Community Policeman
Communion Service
Communion Service
CTSV church leaders’ meal

%HUHDYHPHQWV

New Member
We are pleased to welcome
Sheila Christer-Porteous,
Nelwyn Hope House,
Ettrick Valley

Selkirk
Sept. 9
15

Oct. 12

Wedding
Selkirk
Sept. 23

Jennifer Stott
to Andrew McMenamin
19 Kingsland Avenue

25

Nov.

1

Oliver Sproul-Cran
Ruberslaw, Midlem
Duncan Macdougall
4 Ettrickmill Cottages
Sandy Crow
7 Hillview Cres
Laurence Hamilton
49 The Loan
Rosie Diver
Riverside Nursing Home

7KHUHFRUGVRQWKLVSDJHDUHDVXSWRGDWHDVSRVVLEOH:HDSRORJLVH
IRUDQ\RPLVVLRQVWKDWPD\KDYHRFFXUUHG
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Selkirk

Minister:	
  	
  
Ǥ
͙ǡǡ͟͜
ǣ͙͚͛͛͘͘͘͟͝͠
̻   ǤǤ
Session	
  Clerk:
 
ǣ͚͙͘͘͠
̸ ̻Ǥ Ǥ
Treasurer:
 
Tel:	
  	
  21971
̸̻Ǥ Ǥ
Gift	
  Aid	
  Convener:	
  
Gillian	
  Grant
Tel:	
  	
  22206
Sunday	
  School	
  Leader:	
  
 
ǣ͚͚͙͘͠
 Ǥ̻͛͞Ǥ 
Church	
  Administrator:
  
ƥ  ǣǦ ǡ͙͘Ǧ͙͚ǣ͚͘͘͟͠
ƥ ̻Ǥ  

Caretaker/Cleaner:
 
Hird	
  Editor:
Anne	
  Bethune
Tel:	
  	
  21703
̻Ǥ 

Ashkirk

Minister:	
  	
  
Ǥǡ͙ǡǡ͟͜ ǣ͙͚͛͛͘͘͘͟͝͠
̻   ǤǤ
Session	
  Clerk:
Mrs.	
  Fran	
  Selkirk,
2,	
  The	
  Glebe,	
  Ashkirk	
  
Tel:	
  01750	
  32204	
  
Ʀ̻͚ǤǤ 
Treasurer:
Ǥ ǡ
Castanea,	
  The	
  Woll,	
  Ashkirk
Tel:	
  	
  01750	
  32710
̻Ǥ Ǥ

Items	
  for	
  the	
  February	
  issue	
  of	
  The	
  Hird	
  should	
  be	
  in	
  the	
  
ƥ 21st	
  January.
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