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FLOWER MINISTRY
June
3rd
10th
17th
24th

Fiona Holmes in charge
Sybil Miller
J. Green/M. Johnstone
Sheila Christer-Porteous
F. Peden/M. Rathie

July
1st
8th
15th
22nd
29th

Marjorie Lawrie in charge
Mary Mallin
Janice Renton
Denis Roberts
Margaret Milne
Elaine Monro

Aug.
5th
12th
19th
26th

Maisie and Ella
Irene Marshall
H. Bell//F. Nixon
Isobel Sharp
Cathie Donaldson

The Flower Calendar is
available on the notice
board in the Meeting
House. Donations
would be appreciated
for any blank Sundays.

Commmunion Dates
October
Sunday 14th, 10.15 am
Wednesday 17th, 11 am

August
Sunday 19th, 10.15 am
Wednesday 22nd, 11 am

Growing in Faith

meets
Calling all knitters!
Practical Help for Syrian
Refugees

Growing in Faith group is following
the theme Serving God in a Migrant
Crisis. All are welcome to join us at
7:30 pm on Tuesdays 5th, 19th June,
17th July, 7th and 21st August. We
meet at Orchard Brow, Clerklands.

Edinburgh Direct Aid support
refugees in tented camps at Arsal
5000 ft above sea level in Lebanon.
They appreciate warm woollen
hats, gloves, scarves, blankets
but are also asking knitters to get
sponsorship for knitting done up to
end June to cover shipping costs.
Non-knitters: why not be sponsored
to learn to knit?

The desire to give practical support
for refugees via Edinburgh Direct
Aid comes out of our studies - see
neighbouring article. Some of you
are better knitters! What about
using up some of those odd scraps
of wool?
Contact Jane Peers 01835 870751.
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Details www.edinburghdirectaid.org
See poster in the church hall.

1 Loanside
Selkirk
TD7 4DJ
June 2018

Dear Friends,

Jesus said, “Peace be with you. As the Father sent me, so I send you.
Then he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit.”
(John 20:20-22)
I write this as we are about to celebrate Pentecost, the time when we
UHPHPEHUWKDW-HVXVIXOÀOOHGKLVSURPLVHWRVHQGVRPHRQHWREHZLWKWKH
disciples to help them spread the Good News of God’s saving love
for all people. Although He would not be with them physically, He
would be within them, bringing them challenges, guidance, comfort
and strength. He knew that their journeys would not be easy ones.
Some would be fraught with danger ending in death. Yet these were
God’s people for that time in those places, and serve him they did
with their whole being.
We are God’s people here in Ashkirk and Selkirk in the 21st century. God
longs to shower us with the blessing of the presence of His Holy Spirit to guide us
day by day. His promise is to show us the next step on our journey of faith and
life, inviting us to trust Him, and when we do, the next step will be shown and the
invitation given for us to move forwards.
God has form in this matter! When the Israelites were about to cross the Jordan He
commanded them to put their feet into the water before it parted (Joshua 3:13). They
needed faith for that. Jesus invited Peter to get out of the boat and walk towards
Jesus – he needed faith for that. Of course, as he took his eyes off Jesus he began
WRIDOWHUDQGÁRXQGHU+HGLGNQRZWKHULJKWWKLQJWRGRWKRXJKZKLFKZDVWRFU\
out to Jesus for help. (Matthew 14:28ff)
Faith involves us being part of God’s journey, here, for this moment in time. In one
way, it is such a small part in His overall plan for creation, but He tells us that we
DUHHVVHQWLDOSOD\HUVLQLW$VZHOLVWHQWR+LVYRLFHDVZHÀQG+LPVSHDNLQJWR
us through His Word the Bible, as we listen to one another, then His promise is to
provide us with the knowledge of the next step. It is amazing that He thinks that
much of us; that He cares that much for us.
Whether it is for our individual journeys through life or for our corporate ones within
His family here in Ashkirk and Selkirk, we can be assured of His promise to be with
us always, to the end of the age. (Matthew 28:20)

With every blessing
Margaret
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w Data Regulations (GDPR)

You have probably heard about the
new data protection regulation and
wondered about how it applies to
Selkirk Parish Church.
The church holds names and contact
details for all members, adherents and
other people regularly associated with
the congregation, including children
and young people. We try to keep
these lists up-to-date, ensure they
are stored securely and do not share
them with any outside organisations.
We rely on you to provide us with upto-date information about yourself,
so please let us know if any details
change.
The Kirk Session is currently reviewing
our procedures to ensure we continue
to comply with the law. In due course,
we will be publishing updated data
protection and privacy policies, and
these will be made available to anyone
who wants or needs to see them.
David Bethune

The Churches Together Holiday
Club is running Teambuilders from
the 13th to the 17th of August, (back
to our normal week!) at Community
Connections, 35 Back Row, Selkirk.
We’ll be learning about some great
people from the Bible including
Joseph, Esther and, of course, Jesus,
ÀQGLQJRXWKRZOLIHFDQEHZKHQZHҋUH
not all by ourselves -- how life can be
when we’re part of God’s team!
There’s something here for every
child: crafts, games, stories, songs,
and discussions, so please encourage
any children you know to come along.
We’d appreciate your prayer for the
team as we continue to get ready
for the Holiday Club week, and more
importantly for the children as God
prepares their hearts to hear about
Jesus. We’d love if you got involved
in any way -- whether up front, in
the children’s groups, or behind the
scenes, so please get in touch with
Daniel Sturgeon (on 07452 966023
or
at
selkirkbaptistyouth@gmail.
FRP  WR ÀQG D ZD\ WR EH SDUW RI WKLV
year’s outreach to the children and
community of Selkirk.
Daniel Sturgeon

Recycling for good causes
Our third sack went off a few weeks ago, full of old phones, cameras, watches
and broken jewellery. Traidcraft received £69.56 from our recycling and has sent
a letter thanking us. This was more than the value of the previous 2 sacks added
together. Well done. Keep decluttering those drawers!
Check the Meeting House for the full list of items to recycle and remember that
there are also boxes for postcards and used stamps. (see page 13)
Anne Bethune
4

Eco-conference - your questions
At our recent eco-conference, we invited anyone to write
down a question for our “expert” panel to answer. With
so many good questions, we didn’t have time to answer
them all fully on the day, so I promised to make sure they
were all addressed over the next few months. I will answer
a couple in every Hird until they are all done! I hope
they will encourage further discussion - with me, or among
yourselves.
So, here’s two to start with ....
 How do we combat the argument that there is no
such thing as global warming?
 What evidence is there other than statistics?
The evidence for global warming (or, as I prefer to call it, global overheating) and
resulting climate change is overwhelming, and the reasons for it are well understood
by science. Essentially, burning coal, oil and gas produces CO2. The amount of
CO2 in the atomsphere has increased by 1/3 since I started my career as a science
teacher. CO2 is a “greenhouse gas” - it traps solar radiation. The more there is, the
more solar energy is absorbed by the atmosphere
and oceans, so temperatures rise, and weather
becomes more violent.
We see the arctic ice coverage reducing year on
year at an alarming rate. Measured sea levels
are rising steadily year by year. The average
surface temperature of the earth is increasing
at a rate never before seen in recorded history.
Tropical storms are increasing in frequency and
power. Even here in Scotland, we are seeing
more variable and extreme weather. All this is
well-documented, and you can look at reputable
websites like www.noaa.gov, www.un.org/en/
sections/issues-depth/climate-change/ or www.
PHWRIÀFHJRYXNFOLPDWHJXLGH2IFRXUVHPXFK
of this information is statistical in nature, ie lots
of data from many sources is combined to give a fuller, overall picture of what is
happening.
The vast majority of climate scientists are absolutely convinced that dangerous
changes are happening at an increasing rate, and that action must be taken to
prevent it becoming unstoppable. The Paris agreement (COP21) means that all
countries in the world are facing up to this (some more than others), and bringing
forward their own plans to deal with it.
5
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As Christians, we believe that it is God’s world, and that we have a responsibility
to look after it well. That’s why, as an eco-congregation, we are encouraging and
challenging everyone to think about our own lifestyles, and whether our actions are
good or bad for the environment, and to make whatever changes we can to reduce
our own impact. But we know that what we do, though vital, is not enough, and
we need to be putting pressure on our politicians, banks and companies to change
their ways too. Working together, we can make a difference. And pray - there is a
spritual aspect to all of this - when we care for the earth, we are doing the work God
has given us: Genesis 2 v 15.
David Bethune

Ashkirk News
Life continues in Ashkirk with a small congregation working hard to witness to the
love of God in our community. We had a very pleasant Coffee morning and Table
Sales on the Royal Wedding Day, 19th May 2018. We even had a large screen
showing the TV coverage of the colourful event. The name of the baby doll was
+HQU\DQGPDQ\IRONZRQGHOLJKWIXOUDIÁHSUL]HV$WRWDORI ZDVUDLVHGIRURXU
church funds. Our thanks to all who attended and joined in the social aspect of the
day, and special thanks to all who helped make the event a pleasure.
The general life of the church is marked by continued involvement with the Open
Door project at SPC. We continue to collect for the Selkirk Food Bank and Fresh
Start Borders and this month for Christian Aid. We also continue to support the
Village hall and its many activities.
We will be seeking support for the Holiday club in August based in Selkirk. Lots of
prayer, help with preparation of craft materials and donations towards the expenses
of the week of the club.
We would ask for your prayers on June 2nd when Presbytery meets for a meeting
of Blue Sky thinking to help plan a way to manage church growth and development
in the coming years.
Margaret would ask you to inform her of parishioners who need her to visit in
hospital, nursing homes or in their own homes. She would rather be told twice than
not at all of such need. Ring her directly or contact her through an Elder.
Dates for the diary
August 19th will be our Communion Service and Gift Day, followed by a Parish
Lunch at the Hazelknowe Restaurant. More details to follow.
Ashkirk extends to you an open invitation to enjoy the beauty and peace of our
small and beautiful kirk, sheltered by the ash trees. May God bless you all.
Fran Selkirk, Session Clerk
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Vision for our Children and Families Work
We need your help!
For over a year now, we have been praying for more people to
help us lead our children and families work at the Parish Church.
We’ve seen young people keen to come along on a Sunday and
also some Friday nights (for our 11-14yr olds) and Sunday Taste
and See services (for our informal all age services). Sustaining and building this
ZRUNKDVEHHQGLIÀFXOWDQGUHOLHVRQDVPDOOEDQGRIYROXQWHHUV
We feel that God is now calling us to strengthen our work and outreach by employing
a part-time children and families worker who will have the time to lead our volunteers
and bolster and grow our existing work.
We would greatly welcome your prayers concerning this vision
DQG\RXUÀQDQFLDODVVLVWDQFHWREHDEOHWRDIIRUGVXFKDFKXUFK
worker. More details of our vision and how you can pledge your
VXSSRUWFDQEHIRXQGLQWKHHQFORVHGOHDÁHW
Many thanks,
/RXLVH5DIÀHU0R%URZQDQG*DU\+DPLOWRQ 6XQGD\*DQJOHDGHUV 

Everyone Caring for Our planet
Eco-Congregation
We rely on bees for a healthy environment and economy – they pollinate many of
the plants around us, including most of our fruit and vegetables. But bees are under
threat from pesticides, habitat loss and climate change. Since 1900, the UK has
lost 13 species of bee, and a further 35 are under threat of extinction. The good
news is that since last year’s Bee Count, the European Union has banned the use
RIQHRQLFRWLQRLGVIURPDOOÀHOGVGXHWRWKHVHULRXVGDQJHUWKH\
pose to bees. You may have signed the petition supporting this!
Join the Great British Bee Count and help gather data to
provide researchers with valuable insights to help bees thrive.
You’ll also discover the wonderful world of bees in our gardens,
streets and green spaces.
The Great British Bee Count, which runs from 17 May to 30 June
2018, is sponsored by Ecotalk and supported by Buglife. The
easiest way to join in is to download the app to log your sightings. I enjoy doing a
1 minute count of how many bees I see on one plant.
Anne Bethune
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The story behind the stained glass windows
from the West Church, Selkirk
“In 1984, my husband and I and our 6 year old daughter were in Selkirk and we
always visited antique shops during our travels. We went into Heatherlie Antiques
and, stacked behind a cupboard, our daughter spied the stained glass panels, which
we subsequently bought. (A 6 year old being interested in stained glass may seem
odd, but we had had a very elderly relative make a set of leadlight windows for her
bedroom with violets patterned in the glass.) Not knowing what they really were,
they were dusted off and taken outside and leant against the shop wall to see what
parts we had. We had to match tops, middles and bottoms. We had no intention
of buying the leadlight but it looked so beautiful. Some of the panels were slightly
damaged but we thought we could have these repaired. We initially bought 3 of
the 4 panels. The 3 panels we shipped home in a cupboard we had bought in the
Lake District, but decided not to split up the “family” and subsequently went back
and bought the remaining pane, trading off one of our suitcases to bring it home as
luggage. Amazingly, it was just perfect for the building project we were to commence
on our return. We absolutely love the 4 panels and are always amazed at the artistry
LQWKHP:HKDYH)DLWK+RSHDQG&KDULW\SOXVWKHVRZLQJÀJXUHZLWKWKHFURZQRI
thorns. They were basically just languishing behind a cupboard until we discovered
them. We wished that the demolisher had been far more careful with the removal.
7KH\KDYHEHHQIXOO\UHVWRUHGDQGZHKDYHKDGDQRWKHUSDQHOPDGHWRÀWRXUIURQW
GRRU7KHJODVVDUWLVWXVHGDOODQWLTXHJODVVDQGZHKDYHXVHGRXUIDYRXULWHÁRZHU
the hellebore, of which we have many in our garden, in the central panel. It is a
symbol of new life.
We have a very small hotel that we run and they are in the two guest rooms.”
Nydia and Kenneth, owners of Thorngrove Manor Hotel, Adelaide, Australia
from Jean Wood’s Archives
(Editor’s note: the stained glass windows can be seen clearly in photos on the
website: thorngrove.com.au)

Fresh Start Borders
It’s been a busy time at Fresh Start and all the
donations already generously given are much
appreciated. Some of you may not know that we
now include a bag of toiletries in the packs, which
we know are well received. If anyone would like
to contribute any such items, we would be looking
for toothpaste, toothbrushes, soap, shower gel and
deodorant. There is a box in the meeting house.
Thank you, Glynis Wilkie
8

Open Door – The Garden
From the start, we envisaged “Open Door” as a project, more
than just a community café. Like the hub of the wheel, the café
was to be the centre from which other ideas would develop, as
the need and opportunity arose.
Not so very long after the café opened, Jim Wood, after many
years of faithful service, retired from growing all sorts of good
things in the church garden, shared and enjoyed by many, especially after the
Wednesday service. Was this our next opportunity to develop something new under
the umbrella of “Open Door”?
We became aware that some volunteers and café visitors had an interest in helping
with the garden rather than serving in the café. We also knew of the lack of gardening
facilities at Knowepark Primary to allow the children to understand the process of
“leaf to plate”!
We applied for some additional monies from the Church of Scotland’s “Go For It”
fund to allow us to make the garden more accessible to all, including those with
“wheels”! The plan is to lay good paths and to have a small patio area for sitting
and some raised beds. Contact with Knowepark has been positive and we hope in
time to welcome the patter of younger feet to the garden to “their” own raised bed.
Some of the heavy work will be carried out by the Unpaid Work Team (Criminal Justice
Service) using sand, gravel and slabs generously offered at a greatly reduced rate.
Hopefully, we’ll see some of these plans coming to fruition by Spring of 2019.
We give thanks to God for this new opportunity and for funds and skills to do the
“make-over”. Please pray that the garden will be used well and continue to be as
fruitful and peaceful as it was when Jim & team were our gardeners.
Myra Ward

g
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ssi

the peace of the Lord Christ go with you
BleMay
wherever he may send you
May he guide you through the wilderness
Protect you through the storm
May he bring you home rejoicing
at the wonders he has shown you
May he bring you home rejoicing
once again into our doors.
from the Northumbria Community
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Blythswood Shoebox Appeal
There is now no shop in Selkirk selling shoes! Could any church
member buying shoes over the summer and who doesn’t need
WKHER[SOHDVHKDQGLWLQWRWKHRIÀFH"$OVRLI\RXDUHWKLQNLQJ
RIÀOOLQJDVKRHER[IRU%O\WKVZRRG DQGZHKRSHPDQ\RI\RX
are!) buying a few items over the summer does help to spread the cost.
More people joined in last year and it would be wonderful if every family could
give something. Articles needed are: hats, gloves, socks, tights, soap, shampoo,
WRRWKEUXVKHV WRRWKSDVWH DQG VPDOO WR\V %R[HV DUH ÀOOHG IRU PHQ ZRPHQ
teenagers and children.
Blythswood is a Christian charity reaching out to vulnerable peope in Britain, Europe
DQGIXUWKHUDÀHOG3OHDVHWU\WRVSDUHVRPHWKLQJKRZHYHUVPDOODQGVXSSRUWWKLV
worthy cause.
Thank you,
Maisie and Beth

What can I say? continued
The resource What can I say? provides some brief responses to things that people
say about Christianity. It is produced by ‘Why Believe?’, an interdenominational
group of Christians. It is available at www.churchofscotland.org.uk/resources/
congregations_and_presbyteries
Science has disproved Christianity...
 Science owes its origins to Christian beliefs about the world, and many scientists
have been and are Christians.
 The Bible is not mainly about ‘how’ questions, but ‘why’ questions. The
accounts given by science and the Bible are not so much contradictory as
complementary.
 Science is not the same as scientism - an attitude which seeks to ‘explain’
HYHU\WKLQJ LQ WHUPV RI RXU VFLHQWLÀF NQRZOHGJH  7KLV WHQGV WR RYHUORRN WKH
limitations of science. (eg in explaining why the universe goes to the bother of
H[LVWLQJLQWKHÀUVWSODFH 
$WUXO\VFLHQWLÀFDSSURDFKWRDQ\VXEMHFWXVHVWKHDSSURSRULDWHPHDQVDQGWRWDON
DERXWҊVFLHQWLÀFҋSURRIV LQWKHSRSXODUVHQVH LQUHODWLRQWR*RGLVXQVFLHQWLÀF
(Psalms 19:1, Hebrews 11:27, Deuteronomy 8:3)

Guild Memorial Fund
I would like to thank all who contributed to the £74.55
raised for Cancer Research.
Fay Nixon
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Martyrdom and prayer
‘Tertullian, an early Christian writer (lived c160-225 AD
in Carthage ) wrote a Latin sentence concerning the lot
of Christians in his own day, usually paraphrased as ‘the
blood of the martyrs is the seed of the Church.’ This has
always been true down the Christian centuries in times
RISHUVHFXWLRQEXWLWZDVLOOXVWUDWHGWHUULEO\EXWÀQDOO\ZRQGHUIXOO\DPRQWKEHIRUH
Easter this year in the Darfur region of the Sudan.
Pastor Stephen had prayed earlier that day with 56 new believers from the slum
areas of Darfur who had made the decision to leave Islam and follow Christ.
About 1 am, six extremists, their faces masked, broke in carrying machetes. After
various threats, which Pastor Stephen ignored, they tied the family up and literally
butchered his wife and two daughters in front of him. All the while he continued to
sing 'Hallelujah, Hosanna’, a song much loved among the Christians in that region,
until he too was decapitated and cut to pieces. A survivor hid in the rafters and
UHODWHGWKLVWHUURUWRWKHRXWVLGHZRUOG7KHNLOOHUVWKHQVHWRQÀUHDGLVXVHGEXLOGLQJ
where 130 Christian woman and children, refugees from rejection by husbands or
fathers because of their faith, were sleeping; many were injured, many hospitalised,
but none, by the grace of God, died.
At the family’s funeral, a Ugandan preacher delivered such a powerful message
that over two hundred people committed their lives to Jesus Christ, thus risking
violence, persecution and possible martyrdom themselves in the future. This last
Good Friday, a mass Baptism was planned for altogether over 400 new believers.
Humbling and inspiring.
The women and children mentioned, though, are now sleeping in the open air, at
the mercy of the elements; they need warm clothes and blankets; the contact to
assist is ‘East Africa HOPE PR1400 or 0800 587 4006
Someone to pray for and thank God for - President al-Sisi of Egypt; although a
Muslim himself, he has declared and does declare his support for Egypt’s Christians,
who have endured centuries of persecution and recent violence. He always goes
to a Christian service on Christmas Day. ‘Destruction, ruin and killing will never be
able to defeat goodness, construction, love and peace…. You are our family. You
are part of us. We are one and no one will ever be able to drive a wedge between
us.’ These stirring words were spoken by President al-Sisi at one such Christmas
church service he attended. Praise God for these words and for all the practical
ways he has helped the Christians, such as making it easier for them to rebuild their
churches, even ordering the Egyptian army to do the building.
continued on page 12
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continued from page 11

,KDYHQҋWPHQWLRQHG$DVLD%LELIRUDZKLOHPRWKHURIÀYHLQGHDWKURZLQ3DNLVWDQ
since 2009 because of a quarrel with Muslim women as they were drawing water
LQWKHYLOODJHZKHUHVKHOLYHG6KHLVKHOGLQVROLWDU\FRQÀQHPHQWIRUIHDURIDWWDFNV
by Muslim fellow-prisoners and every time her appeal comes up in the courts, it is
automatically postponed.
A prayer
Eternal God, no suffering is hidden from you, no pain is beyond the reach of your
comprehension. Give to Aasia and all prisoners for their faith a sense of your
abiding presence and an assurance that fellow believers are one with them in spirit;
HQFRXUDJHWKHPWRIDFHHDFKQHZGD\ZLWKFRQÀGHQFHDQGKRSHDQGJUDQWWKDW
they may soon be restored to those they love, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
David Taylor, Prayer Promoter
PS I grovel. I hide my head in shame: fancy getting the Bradford transport motto
wrong (see April Hird) It should be ‘Labor omnia vincit’, work overcomes all things.
(Thanks, Jane!) Luckily the overall point still came across: mind you, I haven’t lived
there since 1955.

Minsteracres Church Retreat Weekend May 2018
Two ladies from Selkirk Baptist Chruch joined our mixed group of fourteen for the
weekend away. “How did it go?”, we were asked when we got back.
Here are the single words used by nine different people during one of the retreat
sessions to describe our experience: sunshine, wonder, gentleness, joyous,
encouraging, heartening, fellowship, enlightened, peaceful.
Words that came up again and again during the Minsteracres-led input were:
awareness - awareness of God in ordinary things; connectedness - we are
connected to God, to each other and to Nature; and mystery.
7KLVEOHVVLQJUHÁHFWVWKHUHWUHDWWKHPHRISacred Journey:
May you see God’s light on the path ahead
when the road you walk is dark.
May you always hear,
even in your hour of sorrow,
the gentle singing of the lark.
When times are hard,
may hardness never turn your heart to stone.
May you always remember when the shadows fall,
you do not walk alone.
Anne Bethune
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Selkirk
June
Sunday
3
Friday
8
Saturday 23
Sunday 24
July
Sunday 15

 
August
Mon-Fri 13 - 17
fg
Sunday 19
Wed.
22
Thursday 23
September
Sunday
2

11.45 am
2.30 pm
6 pm
10.15 am

Reachout: Walk to The Meetings
Service at Riverside Nursing Home
Taste and See Pot Luck Supper & Planning
Taste and See service

10.30 am
B.G.H. volunteers
SP  6HUYLFHDW7KRUQÀHOG
10 am - 12 Teambuilders Holiday Club, Connections
10.15 am
11 am
2.30 pm

Communion Service
Communion Service
Service at Mungo Park Court

2.30 pm

6HUYLFHDW7KRUQÀHOG

Stamp Appeal 2018
The Reformed Church in
Transcarpathia (Ukraine)
helps to run a number
of day care centres which provide
educational, emotional and physical
support for children and young people
with disabilities. The World Mission
Council’s Stamp Appeal will support
the young people to live life in all its
fullness and to enjoy opportunities to
participate in society and family life.
There is a box in the Meeting House
for your used stamps, or they can be
KDQGHGLQWRWKH&KXUFK2IÀFH
Thank you for your support.

Bereavements
Selkirk
March 12

Keith Donaldson
Alwyn, Russell Place
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Sheila Laing
10 The Glebe

April 21

Ian Patterson
New York

May

Phyllis Heatlie
Riverside Nursing Home
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The records on this page are as up-to-date as possible. We apologise
for any omissions that may have occurred.
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