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Love isn’t what you fall in.
It’s what pulls you out 
of what you fall in. 
  Love isn’t a good feeling.
  Love is doing good
  when you’re feeling bad....
Love is the strongest weapon
known to mankind.
Other weapons blow people up.
Only love puts them back together again.

From Welcome to the real world 
by Geoffrey Rust 
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FLOWER MINISTRY
Feb.  Elaine Monro in charge
 3rd Sheila Waugh
 10th Sheila Christer-Porteous 
17th  Margaret Chisholm
 24th Margaret Hamilton

March Elaine Dunipace in charge
 3rd C. & M. MacIntosh
 10th Cath Henderson
 17th Fiona Holmes
 24th Elaine Monro
 31st Ian Watson

The Flower Calendar is 
available on the noticeboard 
in the Meeting House.    
Dona t i ons  wou ld  be 
appreciated for any blank 
Sundays.

Communion Dates ahead
NB change to Feb. Sunday Communion date
February  Wednesday 13th 
  Sunday 17th, 10.15 am and 6.30 pm  
April   Easter Sunday 21st, Wednesday 24th
June  Pentecost Sunday 9th, Wednesday 12th
August  Sunday 18th & Wednesday 21st
October  Sunday 13th & Wednesday 16th
December Sunday 1st & Wednesday 4th

NB extra evening Communion in February:  Communion with a difference.

Children and Families worker update
We are still looking for a children and families worker to employ to 
support and expand our activities.  We plan to re-advertise the post  
in February.  
In the meantime, our involvement with young people and some of 
their parents continues to go well:  breakfast club and Sunday Gang on a Sunday, 
Hot Chocolate Friday (roughly once a month) with our 11-15yr olds and Taste and 
See every month.
Our pool party outreach fun activity run by Taste and See in January was extremely 
well attended with 27 kids and 15 adults (14 different families involved).
There is lots to be grateful to God for, and also plenty to pray about as we get to 
know families in our community better and know more of their lives.
A big Thanks to all volunteers!
The Sunday Gang leadership team: Mo Brown, Louise Raffier, Donella McCann 
and Gary Hamilton 

April  Margery Inglis in charge
 7th Elsie Gray
 14th Elma Hendrie
 21st J. Nichol
 28th Maisie Miller
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        1 Loanside
       Selkirk

TD7 4DJ
February 2019

Dear Friends,
Christ is in YOU. (Colossians 1:27b)

Paul makes the above statement to Christians who were wavering in their faith.  
It’s such a powerful statement for us to consider at the start of a New Year.  The 
assurance that God gives us is that, as we put our trust in the love that God has 
for us (seen most crucially in the life, death, resurrection and continuing power of 
Jesus through the Holy Spirit), He, himself, lives in us: us as individuals and us as 
his church here in Ashkirk and Selkirk.

This God who lives within us is the One who calls us to live for him day by day, 
always sharing his love with the people we meet.  There are times when he calls 
us to specific tasks.  When he does that, he assures us that he equips us in order 
to enable us to carry them out so that others might know his love for themselves.
Spending time in God’s presence is vital, allowing him to show us his way forward.  
The Open Space event in January allowed folk the opportunity to come and be with 
God, to listen to His voice and to allow Him to listen to ours.  For any relationship to 
grow, two-way conversation is necessary.

This year, our conversations with other churches around us and with Presbytery will 
continue allowing us to invite God to show us how to be church in the 21st century.
My prayer for you all this year is that, together, we may be rooted in God’s love 
which will allow us to have the power to understand how broad and long, how high 
and deep is Christ’s love for us and all people. (Yes I’ve copied it from Paul!)  That 
love will, in turn, allow us to face outwards bringing His love into our families, our 
community, and our world.

Thank you for all your prayers for me, they are vital.  Thank you too for your good 
wishes and cards at Christmas and your continued love and friendship.

With every blessing, 
Margaret

Guild Memorial Fund for 
Cancer Research

I will be pleased to receive any 
donations for the above fund by the 
end of February.

F. Holmes, 33 Hillside Terrace

Over £300 was donated to Shelter 
from the Christmas card and 
Christmas Day offering. Many thanks 
to all who contributed.
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Church
• The repairs to the church side 

windows have at last been 
completed. All the cracked and 
broken 'overglass' panes have 
been replaced. The same has 
been done for the main East 
Window. The work was done by 
Gala Glazing Ltd.

Hall
• New hard-wearing 'Polysafe' vinyl 

flooring has been fitted in the 
kitchen by K McLean Ltd.

• New curtains have been fitted 
in the church office, thanks to 
Elissa Jones. The doorway to the 
storeroom has also been sealed 
off, thanks to John MacKenzie  
This is to make the office easier to 
keep warm and draught free.

• A blind has been fitted to the fourth 
toilet window. Thanks to Elaine 
Dunipace for organising this.

• It is planned to repoint the south 
gable end of the hall during this 
year to stop water ingress into the 
toilets during stormy weather.

Church Garden
• Now that the paving slabs have 

been laid in the back garden, the 
next item on the agenda is to build 
some raised beds.

Loanside Manse
• A new electric shower has been 

fitted in the bathroom by Brown & 
Muir Ltd.

Glebe Manse
• By the time you read this, the 

Glebe Manse will have been 
sold. There is considerably more 
daylight reaching the house 
now that the four large Lawson 
Cypress trees have been felled.

Andrew Laing, Property Convener

Property Matters

Current opportunities for meeting 
and learning together

Growing in Faith 
Growing in Faith house group will 
meet at Orchard Brow, Clerklands 
at 7:30pm on 5th & 19th Feb and 
5th & 19th March. Would anyone 
be interested in a similar daytime 
fellowship group in Selkirk? Contact 
Jane Peers 01835 870751.

See also Baked Alaska page 5 and 
Lent Groups page 10.
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New beginnings
We may be small in number, but we are 
in good heart and looking forward to a 
New Year, a year of new beginnings. 
The church smells of new paint as 
the window ledges inside are being 
spruced up and the outside windows 
have all been re-painted and so it is 
now up to us to bring new life to our 
church and community.
Christmas
Our celebrations for Christmas started 
with communion on the first Sunday 
in Advent, included an enjoyable 
and sociable Afternoon Tea in the 
Smiddy Restaurant and concluded 
with the Christingle Service on the last 
Sunday. On the 30th December, we took 
our farewells from Fran Selkirk, our 
Session Clerk, with much appreciation 
and love. Thank you, Fran, for all that 
you have done for us and the wider 
community.
Ashkirk Village Hall Lunches
Several of the congregation are 
involved with a new venture at the 
Village Hall, namely, our Soup and 
Pudding lunches. The first of those 
will be on Tuesday 22nd January 
12.30-14.00. We aim to reach those 

who live on their own and to provide 
a space where people can enjoy good 
homemade food and company. We 
hope that the lunches will encourage 
people to join our new ‘Gentle Exercise’ 
classes and vice versa and perhaps 
encourage them to stay on for our 
monthly talks or film matinees. Your 
prayers would be most appreciated as 
we reach out to the wider community.
Pamela Kennedy
We have enjoyed Pamela’s presence 
and support for Margaret and the 
fellowship and especially her recent 
sermon and we look forward to 
welcoming her once again when she 
recovers from her operation. Margaret 
as always is a real inspiration to us 
and greatly appreciated by our small 
fellowship.
Finally
We started this piece with new 
beginnings and our prayers are for 
a real renewal in our church and 
community and that 2019 will herald 
a new beginning for Ashkirk Parish 
Church as a beacon of light in the 
community.

David Dalglish

Ashkirk Parish Church News

Wanted!
Do you have a Hostess trolley 
which you no longer use and 
could donate for use at Come 
Together meals at church? 
Collection available. 
If so, please contact Elissa Jones 
on 07895 262436 or speak to her 
at church.
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During Christmas, I have been thinking about the journeys Joseph made with Mary 
and Jesus; first the week or so it would take them to walk to Bethlehem, then the 
long walk to Egypt and staying there. Did many people offer them food and shelter? 
Was Joseph able to work for their keep?

Today, there are 65 million people facing the same problems that Joseph and family 
faced. Forced to flee their homes because of war or famine or racial hatred or 
whatever. Two thirds are displaced within their own countries, but whereas Mary and 
Joseph expected to return home soon from Bethlehem, today’s displaced persons 
have no idea if or when they will return home. To give you an idea of the numbers 
involved, the population of the United Kingdom is 66 million. 

The stories of Jesus’ birth and flight to Egypt tell of God’s provision and care for our 
fallen world. God incarnate amongst the poorest and most needy. We talk of the 
Holy Family, but the point is they were also an ordinary family with God’s help doing 
what was necessary for Jesus’ safety. 

Joseph could probably put his carpentry skills to good use in Egypt, and maybe 
wherever they stopped on the journey, despite language difficulties and people’s 
distrust of strangers. Today, farmers who find they must flee to a city find their skills 
are not needed. Others find that their qualifications are not recognised or that they 
cannot work because of language problems or work permits. But people who have 
the courage to face their desperation and flee often have the courage to find new 
ways of making a living and a contribution.

No modern refugee is like Jesus, but many are generous members of their new 
communities. Do you know anyone who came to Britain as a refugee and now 
contributes to the wellbeing of people here? Some of my schoolfriends are teachers 
and scientists whose parents came to Bradford to work in the mills as post war 
refugees from communism. Each family has their own story, all have needed help 
and, in their turn, helped others.

Meet Justin Kouame. Before coming to the UK he was an 
economics teacher in Ivory Coast. As an asylum seeker he 
is unable to use these skills because he doesn’t have the 
right to work here. Asylum seekers don’t. Instead, he uses 
his time to lead NICRAS (Northern Ireland Community 
of Refugees and Asylum Seekers) and has won three 
awards for his work. He says, ‘I would like people to know 
that I am a human being. I am no different from another 
human being.  Maybe the difference is my colour, and my very soft voice, and my 
big structure, but apart from this... you know... I breathe the same air they breathe, 
we are all the same - I am a human being.’
(continued on page 7)

Christmas Reflections
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5p Mile Finale
Congratulations on a splendid effort in December, which not only 
saw us complete our second 5p mile, but set off on a lap of honour!  
It has taken just over 15 years to raise the £4,488 
equivalent of a mile in 5p coins, and I am very grateful 
to all those of you who have supported this particular 
form of fundraising.

Perhaps a third 5p mile is asking too much, but I would encourage all who are 
interested, and willing, to continue to collect 5ps as an ongoing fundraiser, and 
maybe we will see another milestone flash by, if we can wait that long!

Lynda McCraw
Treasurer

Congregation Board and Stated Annual Meeting (SAM)
The Congregation Board (CB) met on Tuesday 11th December. It was reported that 
Sheila Christer-Porteous has agreed to join the CB for the rest of the current term 
and Gary Hamilton has subsequently agreed to join also. This leads nicely on to the 
next subject, our Stated Annual Meeting (SAM) which was set for Saturday 23rd 
March, 10am in the church hall. 
Main business items are:
•  Election of CB members
•  Minister's Report
•  Treasurer's Report
•  Property Report

There then follow short reports from various church groups.  It is a good chance 
to hear what has been going on over the past 12 months, and what is planned for 
the coming year as well.  The SAM is open to everyone and we would invite you to 
come and join in. Tea and coffee will be served ahead of the meeting.
Kind regards
Jacqui Lee
Clerk to Congregational Board

(continued from page 6) 

You can read more of Justin’s story on Christian Aid’s website, and many more 
inspiring stories of people in need and people who help. With our prayers, gifts 
and actions, we can help too.

Jane Peers, Christian Aid representative for Selkirk Parish Church
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Baked Alaska
It’s not easy discussing serious issues like climate change and the impact our 
society is having on creation.  “Baked Alaska” is a series of humorous short videos 
which can help us discuss these difficult issues.  So, every so often, after the 
church service and coffee, we are going to use a “Baked 
Alaska” video as a discussion starter.  The format will be:  
8-minute video, followed by short relevant Bible reading, then 
30 minutes discussion. We’ll start at 11.45 and be finished 
around 12.30, so you can be home in time for lunch!
The first of these is entitled “Wake-up call”, on Sunday 27th 
January.  Don’t worry if you missed it:  the next one “A Risky 
Business” will be on February 24th, and other dates will be 
advertised through the church notices.
If the time doesn’t suit you, speak to me and I can let you 
have a copy of the discussion material and point you to where the videos can be 
seen on-line.
David Bethune
 

Three invitations and a challenge
from the eco-group

The Invitations:
Baked Alaska video and discussion (see below)

Back to our Roots, meal at 6.30 pm on Friday 29th March, Church Hall
Eco-Congregation Scotland National Gathering 

Saturday 30th March, 10 am - 4 pm, at Gate Church Dundee, 
with the theme Transforming Energy, Transforming Lives

The theme for Earth Hour this year is Connect2Earth and 
we will be celebrating together with a meal entitled Back to 
our Roots. What would you put on the menu? There will be 
a short video giving information about Earth Hour and how 
we can each play our part in connecting to Earth. This is on 
Friday 29th March. Please give your names to Anne Bethune, 
if you would like to come to the meal. Cost £5. 
Saturday 30th March is the date for Earth Hour itself when 
people in many countries around the world will be switching 
off the light to celebrate the planet.

The Challenge: join in the worldwide movement for Earth Hour at home by 
switching off the lights between 8.30 pm and 9.30 pm on Saturday 30th March.
Eco group: Anne Bethune, Mo Brown, Elissa Jones & Jack Peers
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World Day of Prayer, Friday 1st March, 2 pm, Connections
Invitation to the Feast

The invitation is given, come:
Children, older folk, middle-aged, everyone.

However, excuses are made with precision.
Exclusion is chosen instead of inclusion.
But the invitation is extended with power and grace,
Through God’s spirit to every heart.
May there be no foolish excuses.

Father God, shake us out of complacency to do our part,
To share your heart, your love, and tell of your forgiveness.
May we sense the urgency to share your invitation,
With family, friends and neighbours,
And invite them to our community and to the feast.

The invitation is given, come:
Children, older folk, middle-aged, everyone.
No matter where you have been or what you have done,
The Lord invites you, he says, “Come.”    Louise Bowes

This year’s service comes from Slovenia with the theme: Come - everything is ready! 

“Think globally, act locally” - a tag line 
often associated with climate change.  
How about our Church? How do you 
think our church should act locally? 
That is the task that the General 
Assembly of the Church of Scotland 
has set Presbytery.  That means us.

Last week, there was a seminar in Fife 
entitled “Re-imagining Church”. How 
would you re-imagine your church? 
You know that we, your Kirk Session, 
have had a joint Session meeting 
and, with our friends from Ashkirk, 
are planning to have another. We 
intend to gather ideas from other such 
meetings throughout the Presbytery 
of Melrose and Peebles.

All well and good, but Selkirk Parish 
Church is your Church so we need 
your ideas and opinions as to how 
we may enact the re-imagined church 
for you and our Parish. Please 
speak to your Elders, who are very 
ready to listen and will consider your 
comments, desires and wishes.

As was said when we began to discuss 
this topic, “The status quo is not an 
option.” Please help us in achieving 
an active Church for our community, 
Please join us in prayer that we may 
achieve this aim. 

Thank you.
Colin MacIntosh, Session Clerk
(see also page 10)

Re-imagining Church 
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Church of Scotland - looking to the future 
From the Presbytery Planning Task Group
We live in a fast-changing world. The way we shop has changed and as a result we 
are seeing the demise of many popular High Street names and the closure of many 
stores as on-line shopping becomes the norm for so many. In a way, the church in 
the West is facing similar challenges.

At the General Assembly in May, a number of reports were presented and 
deliverances passed concerning the future of the Church of Scotland. The Council 
of Assembly detailed some of the strengths of the Church of Scotland: we have 
a committed people seeking to live out the Gospel; we have a base in every 
community in Scotland; we have the largest national body of willing volunteers; we 
are ecumenical in breadth and outlook; we have a positive history of engagement 
in social reform and a proven record of social care delivery; we have many 
opportunities to network across society and to work with people at the margins of 
society.

However, we face major challenges:  a sense of uncertainty about the future; missing 
generations, especially of young people; falling numbers of people and ageing 
congregations; a rapid decline in numbers in paid ministry; too many inadequate 
buildings; falling income. It paints a gloomy picture. The Ministries Council reported 
that, ‘The best estimate is that in 2023 the number of ministers available to serve 
as parish ministers will be in the region of 20% lower than is currently the case.’
A 20% reduction in the Melrose and Peebles Presbytery Plan would take us to 11 
full time equivalent ministries. We currently have 13.7.

The General Trustees reminded us that we have far too many buildings. They 
encouraged us to develop ‘Well-equipped spaces in the right places’ It was a 
restless General Assembly. The Council of Assembly’s Strategic Plan was thrown 
out and they were told to go away, think again - and be more radical. 

Two instructions came from the floor of the Assembly and were approved:

1. “Instruct Presbyteries meantime to challenge themselves in their Presbytery 
Plans to be robust, imaginative and courageous in reducing the number of charges, 
creating ministry hubs, and enabling new pioneer and new church planting 
opportunities, supported by a Ministries Council that enables new reformed 
pathways into ministry”.
2. “Instruct Kirk Sessions meantime to meet in conference, to reflect on the state 
of decline of the national Church and in particular how that affects the Church 
locally and determine what their vision and mission is for the next three years 
in collaboration with Presbytery Planning teams”. 
(continued on page 11)
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(continued from page 10) 
It was against this background that the Presbytery of Melrose and Peebles took the 
decision to suspend its Presbytery Plan until a way forward could be agreed. We’ve 
held two conferences for congregations to explain the background and to encourage 
new ways of thinking. We’re encouraging Kirk Sessions and congregations to be 
realistic about their situation and also to be proactive, to talk to their neighbours, 
to think out of the box, to consider new ways of doing and being church. It’s an 
unsettling time but increasingly we’re hearing that people are excited about new 
possibilities. 

This is the challenge that was presented at the Presbytery Conference in June:
• Be imaginative and courageous!
• How do we deploy 11 ministries?
• Where are the right places?
• What is sustainable?
• What is your congregation’s vision & mission?

Our next step in Ashkirk and Selkirk is to invite a member of the Presbytery 
Planning Task Group to help us see what shape and direction our discussions 
could take. Watch the weekly notices for the next congregational meeting. 

    Lent Groups
After much hilarity and challenge around scissors, lollipop sticks and 
colouring pens in the Advent groups, Reachout has planned small 
groups to meet through Lent, between 8th March and 7th April. We 

hope these groups will give another opportunity to grow in friendship and faith and 
also be a place we can invite others.  We will be looking at different types of crosses 
from around the world and thinking about Bible verses alongside.  You are invited to 
bring a cross with you to one of the sessions and tell its story.

Lent 1: Friday 8th March, Sunday 10th March
Lent 2: Friday 15th March, Sunday 17th March
Lent 3: Friday 22nd March, Sunday 24th March
Lent 4: Friday 29th March, Sunday 31st March
Lent 5: Friday 5th April, Sunday 7th April

Fridays at 10 am in the Meeting Room at church, 
Sundays at 7 pm at 5 Marion Crescent.  Hope you can join us!

We thank Fran for being part of the planning team for many years, 
but we are now needing someone else to join us. Might it be you? 
We usually meet to plan in the Deli!
Louise, Anne, Fan - the ReachOut team
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For our Prayers
The recent Christmas period has seen some remarkable answers to prayer in 
God’s protection over His people as they gathered round the world to celebrate the 
birth of His Son and our Saviour.
In Egypt, a police officer tragically lost his life when the bomb he was defusing 
detonated outside a Cairo church. However, his brave intervention thwarted the 
plans of Islamist terrorists to take many lives before January 7th, the date when 
Orthodox Christians celebrate Christmas. In Pakistan, police engaged a group of 
terrorists in a fierce gun battle to foil an attack on Christmas worship in Karachi.
Christmas Day was formally declared a national holiday for all Iraqis in a landmark 
amendment announced by the government in December. The wording described 
‘a new holiday on the occasion of the birth of Christ’! Officials in Egypt have 
published an animated video depicting Christians wearing crosses, encouraging 
Muslims to ‘congratulate non-Muslims on their holidays.’ In Malaysia, political 
leader Mohamad Husein apologised for sending out a memorandum protesting at 
Christmas and New Year’s Eve celebrations in his own state of Sabah.
But of course, elsewhere in the world the reaction to Christian celebrations has been 
quite the opposite: an Imam in Canada, for instance, said that the congratulating of 
non-Muslims on their ‘false festivals’ was worse that adultery or murder.
To pray for:
A decades-long civil war between Ethiopia and Eritrea has come to an end, thanks 
to the initiative of the Christian(!) Premier of Ethiopia. But the Israeli Prime Minister, 
Benjamin Netanyahu, sees this as an opportunity to hasten the expulsion of 
30,000 Eritrean refugees, currently in a huge camp in the Negev. He sees them as 
interlopers. The fact of the matter is that their presence there has nothing to do with 
the recently stopped war, but is due to the brutal persecution in their own country, 
which is still happening. What are we to make of an Israel which so blatantly 
disregards God’s commands to take care of strangers in their midst.

Persecution of Christians in many parts of China is nearly as bad as it was under 
Chairman Mao. Barnabas Fund has urged Christians to pray for an imprisoned 
Pastor in Sechuan province in China, accused of ‘inciting subversion of state 
power’, a frequently-used weapon against Christians. He has released a letter 
from Chengdu gaol in which he powerfully writes: 'Separate me from my wife and 
children, ruin my reputation, destroy my life and my family - the authorities are 
capable of doing all these things. However, nothing and no one in the world can 
force me to renounce my faith.’
We praise you, Lord Jesus Christ, for the boldness of Pastor Wang Yi and his 
willingness to suffer for Your Name. Please send your Holy Spirit to strengthen him, 
his wife Jiang Rong and the members of his church who are also in prison.
(continued on page 13)
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(continued from page 12)
Lord Jesus, we ask Your blessing on Your persecuted followers in many countries 
- those whom the world hates. May they draw comfort from the knowledge that You 
also were hated by the world and persecuted without reason. May their lives shine 
with Your love, joy and peace, drawing others to You, even their persecutors, and 
may our faith be challenged and strengthened by their endurance and faith. Amen
David Taylor, Prayer Promoter
P.S. On the eve of the Dunkirk evacuation in 1939, the situation was so desperate 
that King George VI called for a national day of prayer, and many thousands of 
people responded, most of whom were not church attenders. Two things happened 
- there was a dead, flat calm in the Channel, something which had not been seen 
for generations, and fierce storms in Western Europe prevented the Luftwaffe from 
causing the casualties which they might have on the beaches, bad though they 
were.
I wonder what would happen if the Queen made a similar appeal, what the 
response would be to-day in a UK increasingly dominated by strident secularism 
and humanism. 
I wonder what sort of crisis it would take, in fact, to drive the nation to seek its God 
again.
I wonder….. let’s keep praying for the UK.

Sellkirk Church Friends
On 27th November, Selkirk Church Friends enjoyed a visit from two Street Pastors. 
Fiona Corbett and Duncan Cameron gave a most informative talk and presentation 
on the work of Street Pastors. They explained how they work and demonstrated the 
kit they carry.  On 11th December, 24 ladies enjoyed an excellent Christmas Lunch 
at The County where they were well looked after by the staff. At the first meeting in 
2019, Frank Brown provided the programme. He showed an interesting film he had 
made about his field trip to Morocco. He also showed a film about the Spirit of Black 
Bob Heritage Trail. On 22nd January, there will be a Beetle Drive and Dominoes. 
Dates for your diary
Feb. 5  Nursing Memories: Freda & Jean
       19  Guide Dogs: Frances Pringle
Mar.  5  It makes a difference: Mo Brown
       19  Music & Memories, Buffet Tea
Jennifer Barrie
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Selkirk  
February
Sunday  3   2.30 pm  Service at Thornfield House
   4 pm  Taste & See 
Monday 4  8 - 10 am  Open Door breakfast
Tuesday   5      2 pm  Selkirk Church Friends
Monday 11  10.30 - 2 pm Open Door 
Thursday 14  2 pm  CAMEO: Valentine Special  
Wednesday  13  11 am  Communion Service 
Sunday  17   10.15 am   Communion Service 
Tuesday   19       2 pm  Selkirk Church Friends
Sunday 24  11.45 am  Baked Alaska (see p 8)
Monday 25  10.30 - 2 pm Open Door
Thursday 28  2 pm  CAMEO: Domino Day 
March
Friday 1  2 pm   World Day of Prayer, 
       Connections (see p 9) 
Sunday 3  4 pm  Taste & See 
Monday 4  8 - 10 am  Open Door breakfast   
Tuesday   5     2 pm  Selkirk Church Friends
Thurs- Sat. 7-9  10 - 4 pm  Selkirk Fairtrade group, 1 Tower Street 
Friday 8  10 am  Lent group 1, Meeting Room
Sunday 10  2.30 pm  Churches Together meeting, OL&StJ 
   7 pm  Lent group 1, 5 Marion Crescent
Monday 11  10.30 - 2 pm Open Door 
Thursday 14  2 pm  CAMEO: Male Voice Choir 
Sunday 17  10.30 am  BGH volunteers
   2.30 pm  Service at Thornfield 
Tuesday   19      2 pm  Selkirk Church Friends
Saturday 23  10 am  Church Stated Annual Meeting 
Monday 25  10.30 - 2 pm Open Door 
Thursday 28  2 pm  CAMEO: Robbie Johnston 
Friday  29  6.30 pm  Back to our Roots, meal (see p 8)
Saturday  30  8.30 - 9.30 pm Earth Hour (lights off!)
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The records on this page are 
as up-to-date as possible.  We 
apologise for any omissions that 
may have occurred.

    
 Selkirk

Nov. 11  Ged Hunter 
   57 Tower Street

Dec. 15  Margaret Young 
   16 Hillside Terrace

 21  Moira Weir 
   6 Haining Park

 26  Betty Hendrie 
   12 Kirk Wynd

 30  Eileen McLeod 
   17 The Loan

Bereavements

I will light a light
in the name of the Maker 
Who lit the world
And breathed the breath of life 
for me.

I will light a light
in the name of the Son
Who saved the world
And stretched out His hand 
to me.

I will light a light
In the name of the Spirit
Who encompasses the world
And blessed my soul 
with yearning.

written at Open Space

Watch out 
for Fairtrade 
Fortnight
25 February – 10 March 2019
For two weeks each year, thousands 
of individuals, companies and groups 
across the UK come together to 
celebrate the people who grow our 
food and people who live in some of 
the poorest countries in the world and 
who are often exploited and badly 
paid. This year we are focusing on 
the people – in particular the women 
– who grow the cocoa in the chocolate 
we love so much. 

All the space in the church and hall 
was used for this community prayer 
event and 44 people from the town, 
all the local and valley churches and 
our own folk enjoyed the welcome, 
warmth and peace of our lovely 
building over 2 days. 12 helpers and 6 
organisers made this event possible.
It was well received: “fun”, “thought-
provoking”, “relaxing”, “I tried 
everything”, “lovely to have the 
church open on a weekday” were 
a few of the comments we heard. 
The prayer stations offered variety 
- different ways to reflect and pray, 
some interactive. Thanks to all who 
came. It was good to be able to set 
aside the time to pray for our world, 
our society, our community our church 
and ourselves.

Myra (one of the organisers)

Open Space Selkirk
Reflect, Pray, Meditate 
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Items for the April issue of The Hird should be in the office by 
31st March.
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