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FLOWER MINISTRY
June Fiona Holmes in charge
 2nd Sybil Miller
 9th M. Johnstone
 16th Sheila Christer-Porteous
 23rd F. Peden/M. Rathie
 30th Mary Mallin

July  Marjorie Lawrie in charge
 7th Janice Renton
 14th Denis Roberts
 21st Margaret Milne
 28th Elaine Monro

The Flower Calendar 
is available on the 
notice board in the 
Meeting House.    
Donations would be 
appreciated for any 
blank Sundays.

Aug.  Maisie and Ella
 4th Irene Marshall
 11th H. Bell
 18th Isobel Sharp
 26th ----------------

Commmunion Dates ahead
June  Pentecost Sunday 9th, Wednesday 12th
August  Sunday 18th & Wednesday 21st
October  Sunday 13th & Wednesday 16th
December Sunday 1st & Wednesday 4th

A poem for reflection
I am the great sun, but you do not see me.
I am your husband, but you turn away.
I am the captive, but you do not free me,
I am the captain, but you will not obey.
I am the truth, but you will not believe me,
I am the city where you will not stay.
I am your wife, your child, but you will leave me,
I am that God to whom you will not pray.
I am your counsel, but you will not hear me,
I am your lover whom you will betray.
I am the victor, but you do not cheer me,
I am the holy dove, whom you will slay.
I am your life, but if you will not name me
Seal up your soul with tears, and never blame me.
 

quoted by Charles Causley, a Cornish poet, schoolmaster and writer 
From a Normandy Crucifix of 1632

How shall we escape if we neglect so great a salvation? Hebrews 2: 3 
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Dear Friends,
God’s free mercy streameth over all the world, and his banner gleameth, 
everywhere unfurled. Broad and deep and glorious as the heaven above, 
shines in might victorious, his eternal love.

These words are from the second verse of Summer suns are glowing.  I write this 
as the summer sun is bright, warm and inviting. It is amazing the difference the sun 
shining makes as you walk down the street: people smile and are willing to stop 
and chat awhile.

It strikes me that as the Son’s people, Christians, the way we live our lives should 
bring warmth and brightness to those we meet, inviting them to join in the love which 
God has shared with us and encourages – actually instructs (General Assembly term 
for you must do!) - us to do. As we know and experience His mighty, eternal love our 
lives change and our love for others shines more brightly in this world – the light on 
the top of the hill as Jesus puts it. 

Of course there are t imes in our l ives when i t  is hard to see and 
experience God and His love.  The hymn goes on to acknowledge this 
as  i t  says :   Lord ,  upon our  b l indness thy  pure  rad iance pour ; 
for thy loving-kindness make us love thee more.  And when clouds are drifting dark 
across our sky, then, the veil uplifting, Father, be thou nigh.

Keeping on keeping on when times are hard and God seems far away takes a lot 
of effort.  We were thinking about that in church a few weeks ago as we looked at 
Psalm 143 where David is in a very hard place where God seems absent.  He pleads 
with God to remind him each day of God’s constant love and promises to trust Him 
always.  As we do that God will begin to show us His love, His mercy once more 
and as Pentecost draws near He promises us the gift of His Holy Spirit to help us 
every day of our lives.  People notice how we react to hard times.  As we continue 
to put our trust in the God who loves and cares for us this sends out a bright, warm 
light to those around.

May we be able to affirm along with the hymn writer that, “We will never doubt thee, 
though thou veil thy light: life is dark without thee; death with thee is bright. Light of 
Light! shine o’er us on our pilgrim way, go thou still before us to the endless day.”
With every blessing
Margaret

1 Loanside
Selkirk

TD7 4DJ
June 2019
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Holiday Club 2019
Churches Together in Selkirk and the 
Valleys are again organising a Holiday 
Club for primary aged children. This 
year it will run from 12th-16th of August 
in Connections 10am-12noon.

As the fliers go out to the primary 
schools and the leaders young and old prepare the crafts, Bible stories, songs 
and games, please pray for everyone involved: for kids to come along, for parents 
to come to the BBQ, for all the leaders and helpers and for God’s Spirit to be upon 
the whole week.

Needed: One of the crafts will be using empty fruit corner yoghurt pots, so please 
hand these into church if you can.

Talking Jesus
This is a six session course for small groups to 
equip us to take every opportunity to help friends, 
colleagues and family members to consider Jesus 
for themselves and become his followers. Sessions 
will be held on Tuesday evenings at Orchard Brow, 
Clerklands at 7.30 pm and on Thursday lunchtimes 
at the Parish Church from 12.30 to 13.45 pm. 
Choose Tuesday or Thursday group. Don’t worry 
if you cannot attend every session, come when 
you can.

Session Tuesday 7:30 pm
Orchard Brow

SPC Thursday 
12.30 pm - 13.45 pm

Everyone talking Jesus 21st May 2019 23rd May 2019
What Motivates Us? 4th June 2019 6th June 2019
Living Distinctively 18th June 2019 20th June 2019
Our Story 16th July 2019 18th July 2019 
God’s Story 6th August 2019 8th August 2019
Go On Talking Jesus 20th August 2019 22nd August 2019

Details from Jane Peers 01835 870751



5

   Refugees
They have no need of our help
So do not tell me 
These haggard faces could belong to you or me
Should life have dealt a different hand
We need to see them for who they really are
Chancers and scroungers
Layabouts and loungers
With bombs up their sleeves
Cut-throats and thieves
They are not
Welcome here
We should make them
Go back to where they came from
They cannot
Share our food
Share our homes
Share our countries
Instead let us
Build a wall to keep them out
It is not OK to say
These are people just like us
A place should only belong to those who are born there
Do not be so stupid to think that 
The world can be looked at another way 
(now please read from bottom to top)                      Brian Bilston

Thank you for all 
your contributions: 
collecting, baking, 
serving and giving. 

£610.01 has been sent to Christian 
Aid from the street collection, coffee 
morning and individual envelopes, plus 
individual sponsor money from those 
who did the Forth Bridge Cross and Gift 
Aid. This is a witness to Christ’s love. 

Selkirk will be hosting the Christian 
Aid Uprooted Exhibition in June. The 
exhibition is touring the country to raise 
awareness of the 40 million internally 

displaced people around the world. 
We will have it at the Parish Church on 
Sunday 23rd, but if you miss it you may 
see it at 1 Tower Street pop-up shop on 
Friday 28th. If you would like to study it 
we will be looking for volunteers in the 
pop-up shop. Jesus was born while 
his parents were ‘internally displaced’, 
forced to leave their homes for another 
part of their country. War and famine 
cause this to happen to increasingly 
large numbers of people today. It is 
another area of Christian Aid’s work.

Jane Peers, SPC Christian Aid rep

Christian Aid Week
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Congregational Board Notes
News from the April meeting of the Congregational Board:
• There are now two Terracycle boxes in the hall: one for crisp packets and 

one for biscuit wrappers. Terracycle, a specialist recycling company, is able to 
recycle waste otherwise sent to landfill.

• Maisie MacKenzie will take over the line manager role for Carole, our church 
cleaner.

• The treasurer reported a healthy balance. 
• Money from the sale of the Glebe Manse is held at 121 George Street for our 

use in future property expenditure. Consideration will be given as to how best 
to  use this.

• A new cold water tank has been installed at Loanside manse.
• Painting in the Meeting House is now complete.
• Robert Wilson of Bluebell Gardening now cuts the grass at church and manse.
• The hall gable wall has been repointed.
• An electronic thermostat system now controls the radiators in the hall and 

Meeting Room, allowing the two areas to be operated independently.
• A glass panelled office door has been installed, thanks to John MacKenzie.
• A small group from Knowepark Primary School has planted up vegetables in 

one of the garden beds for use at Open Door.
• The Open Door Summer Project (See page 11): the cafe manager’s wages will 

be covered from the Social Relief Fund and the general fund. There will also 
be the opportunity to support the project through a retiring offering at morning 
services in June.

Thy Kingdom Come 
Selkirk Parish Church 31st May - 1st June

Our hall was open during the two days and we 
welcomed 47 people from all the churches in the 
town. There were five prayer stations to focus 
our minds on the issues facing young people in 
today’s world. 

At the last prayer station, people were asked to 
commit to praying for one young person over 
the coming weeks that they would come to a 
relationship with Jesus. 48 cut outs were hung up 
to show this commitment had been made.

Let us all continue to pray.
Elissa Jones
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Ashkirk News
Easter is now behind us but the Easter Services held in Ashkirk Parish Church are 
still very much in our minds.  The Palm Sunday Evening Service led by the Elders 
was fun to prepare and hopefully proved to be meaningful and thought provoking.  
The early morning Easter Day Service was very well attended and we were very 
grateful to David Dalglish for leading this service.  The noon service had a lovely 
atmosphere and it was good to welcome children to the church.

Plans for the summer include our Gift Day and Parish Lunch on 18th August.  During 
the Gift Day Service, Holy Communion will be celebrated. In addition the service 
will include prayers of thanksgiving for the life and work of Will H Ogilvie.  We look 
forward to welcoming members of the Will H Ogilvie Memorial Committee to the 
church for this service. The lunch following this service will take place this year in 
Ashkirk’s Village Hall.  Lists asking for contributions to the lunch will be sent out 

nearer the time.

The regular monthly lunches at the village hall have 
proved popular and a great way to meet friends and 
neighbour’s.  Please note that there will NOT be a 
lunch in June.  The next lunch will be on Tuesday 
9th July.  Another date for the diary is Friday 5th 
July when the Hall will host a Cheese and Wine 
Evening - tickets £10.

Please continue to pray for our church as discussions continue about what it means 
to be church in the 21st century.

Marjory Dooley, Session Clerk

O God the source of all light,
May we bring salt and light to your world,
drawing out your presence in the everyday.
As we offer you our lives,
shape us as disciples,
that we may reveal your goodness
and reflect your light.
In Jesus’ name,
Amen

Prayer

Prayers in this issue are from Thy Kingdom Come resources.
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There’s a time to laugh and a time to cry, a time to wave my hands 
up high…
My time at Ashkirk and Selkirk began in October 2018 and I finished with you at the 
beginning of May 2019.  This was my first placement as a Candidate in Training for 
Ministry and I was both excited and apprehensive to be joining you.  I needn’t have 
had the apprehension!  One of the fondest memories I have of my time with you 
at Selkirk and Ashkirk is the readiness of both congregations to engage in actions, 
and especially so to the above song.  The warmth and family atmosphere in both 
churches has been a wonderful encouragement and has made a lasting impression.  
I have also been very skilfully supported by Margaret for whom no question was 
beyond bounds!

I have just begun a full-time summer placement in Gorebridge – not within our 
Presbytery but a reasonable driving distance from my home in Peebles. Everything 
is very new but I am enjoying the challenge so far. After that I will have a third 
placement, a further year of study and a further 15 months of probationary placement.  
As you will see, there are plenty of endings and beginnings still to come!  I take 
with me some very special memories and will find ways of keeping in touch. My 
time at Ashkirk and Selkirk has been an important part of what is termed “ministerial 
formation” for me – thank you for your welcome and companionship as we have 
walked together for a while. 

I continue to keep both churches in my prayers and send my love. 
Grace and peace, 
Pamela Kennedy

ReachOut
growing in friendship and faith

Walk and picnic to Burn Cottage 
Sunday 23rd June 11.45 - 2.30 pm

We will be meeting at church to walk through the Haining and then across the field 
path to Jim and Katrina’s house. Please bring a picnic and join us if you can. Feel 
free to bring a friend. Children should be accompanied.

Our thanks in advance to the Smiths for sharing their lovely garden with us. Come 
and enjoy the great outdoors!
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Children and Families Worker update
Last Sunday, when we welcomed the United Crafts and their 
padre, Bruce Lawrie, to the morning service, we passed 
on our thanks for their generous donation of £600 from a 
collection at last year’s Foy.

We are now delighted to be in the position of making an 
appointment subject to the completion of satisfactory 
paperwork. We anticipate that the new Children and Families 
worker will be formally introduced to the congregation at 
the end of the summer. 

We feel great gratitude to God for his guidance that has helped us reach this point. 
Please continue to pray for the new post, for the anticipation we have of making new 
contacts with families and children within the community and of sharing the current 
children’s work with a dedicated worker. Watch this space!

After the paperwork has been satisfactorily completed, the treasurer will be in touch 
with those of you who have generously made financial pledges to support the post.

Many thanks for your continued prayers towards a successful appointment and 
ministry.

Anne Bethune, Mo Brown, Colin MacIntosh, Louise Raffier, Margaret Steele

Diary date
Scott’s Selkirk, 5th October: 
Coffee Shop  + Stalls in the hall, 
for which we will be requesting 
volunteer helpers, baking and 
items for sale.  Further details in 
the next Hird.

5p Lap of Honour
A faithful band of fundraisers is 
continuing to collect 5ps, and would 
welcome more company on the 
journey.  £69 has been donated so far 
this year, equivalent to approximately 
27 yards.
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A different Christian perspective 
Speaking up for LGBT people’s rights in Uganda 

As in many African countries, it is illegal to be gay in Uganda. If you're found to have 
had a same-sex relationship, you can expect to spend seven years in prison. What 
should the Christian response to such punishment be?  

Bishop Christopher Senyonjo is an Anglican priest and ally for lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and trans (LGBT) rights in Uganda. His response is to stand by those 
being persecuted.  He risks imprisonment and his safety by speaking out against 
homophobia, biphobia and transphobia, and preaching a message of acceptance 
and inclusion. He runs an LGBT-supportive ministry.

“Sometimes it can feel like we have much to wrestle with in a changing world.” 
He says, “While some of us find it easier to embrace greater diversity, seeing it as 
a part of God’s great design, others can find it confusing and difficult. But to turn 
away from the realities of some of our fellow men and women is to close the door 
of the church to them.  The path for many Christians who are LGBT, and those 
who support them, is rarely easy. Faced with judgment and persecution, LGBT 
people have often felt excluded from the church. Sadly, some have turned away 
from the faith as a means of self-preservation. As Christians, we must learn to 
accept people who are lesbian, gay, bisexual or trans (LGBT) as children of God. 
There have always been LGBT people in the Church, and there always will be. As 
we fully embrace and accept each other, it is my prayer that we know a deeper 
acceptance of God ourselves. Our God is compassionate and loves inclusively.”  
Bishop Christopher Senyonjo

An extract from Stonewall publication, Christian role models in LGBT equality
www.stonewall.org.uk/system/files/christian-role-models.pdf
See also www.amnesty.org.uk/lgbti-lgbt-gay-human-rights-law-africa-uganda-
kenya-nigeria-cameroon

Louise Raffier
(From Ed: These issues were discussed at the May Kirk Session meeting.)

O God of wholeness and hope,
healer of broken hearts and homes and communities,
impel us towards one another in acts of peace,
teach us to recognise and reconcile our conflicts
and to show forth your Kingdom.
In Jesus’ name,
Amen

Prayer
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Keep On Keeping On!
As an Eco-Congregation, we are all aware of the need 
for urgent action to reverse climate change. This is now 
creeping up the agenda of politicians locally, nationally and 
internationally. Young people across Europe are taking to 
the streets to demand action. Broadcasters, such as David 
Attenborough and others, are tireless in bringing the issues 
into our homes through media programmes and in speeches.
We have all been playing our part too - well aware of how we 
use the limited resources of our planet. What we do is having 

an impact, how we behave is getting noticed and influencing others.

As we continue to work together, let this be our prayer:
God of resurrection, may our damaged world be mended. 
Let us not lose hope as we play our part in changing our wasteful habits.
Guide the leaders of the world, of all religions and races 
that they may respond quickly and effectively 
to repair this planet for future generations.
Amen

Elissa Jones

Selkirk Kirk Session Notes
from the April meeting
• We continue to reflect on Steve Aisthorpe’s book, Invisible Church, looking at 

why some Christians do not attend church.
• The third Baked Alaska (climate change) video-based discussion had been very 

well attended, and further viewings are planned for the Autumn.
• A weekly Christian group, JAM (Jesus and Me) continues at Knowepark Primary 

School, staffed by members of several churches in the town.
• The Open Door management committee has been approached by the Community 

Learning and Development team to provide lunches at Philiphaugh Primary 
School for children who normally receive free school meals and who may go 
hungry in the school holidays. A team of volunteers, along with our cafe manager, 
will provide lunches every Thursday during the school summer holiday.

• An evening workshop on Worship was planned for 28th May.
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Prayer, Praise and Thanksgiving
 

Prayer  Let’s pray for the North Koreans - let us never, ever, forget them. They 
too live under a ‘Big Brother’ system of constant surveillance, check-ups and 
indoctrination sessions. In the labour camps, after an incredibly hard day's labour 
with very little food, in the evenings they have criticism sessions, during which they 
sit in front of the group and accuse themselves and others of offences. And, of 
course, they have twice-weekly meetings where they praise the almighty leader, 
Kim Jong-un. But in the country generally every year there are natural disasters 
and poor harvests. Also, the country’s leaders and huge armed forces are provided 
for first; ordinary people get whatever, if anything, is left. Joo Eun, a North Korean 
who now lives in the South, remembers, ‘One day the food distribution simply 
stopped - there was nothing any more; the government gave us the advice to go 
to the mountains, pluck grass and make soup with some salt; it tasted really awful, 
very bitter.’ Her mother and brother eventually died of starvation. That is a picture 
of what Kim Jong-un thinks of the people he leads and yet, astonishingly, they pray 
for him. He is certainly on the list of ‘God’s most wanted men!’

Praise and thanksgiving The Open Doors organisation has published its annual 
review as part of the May Prayer Diary. The amount of aid of all kinds which they 
have been able to distribute last year, thanks to the huge generosity of supporters, 
is truly astonishing:  
• over 2 million Bibles and Christian books 
• over 63,000 children’s Bibles 
• training in trauma care and persecution survival for nearly 160,000 Christians
• legal assistance for nearly 52,000 people
• discipleship training for nearly 160,000 Christians - the list goes on! 

Lots for praise and thanksgiving.       

David Taylor, Prayer Promoter

O God of the resurrection morning,
may we know what it is to joyfully meet this mystery
and face our fears of the unknown.
Give flight to our feet, as we run to share this news
and meet you in every place.
In Jesus’ name,
Amen.

Prayer
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Time for change?
Colin MacIntosh, Fiona Corbett and I celebrated 
the first day of summer by attending a Presbytery 
day conference in Innerleithen!  Sounds a bit 
dull, perhaps, but in fact it was an inspiring and 
thought-provoking event which challenged us all 
to think (yes, that same theme again) about how 
the church must change if it is to prosper in the 
21st Century.

The General Assembly has produced a “radical plan” that will mean changes at all 
levels, from 121 through Presbyteries to the local church.  Change is inevitable.  
In fact, change is necessary!  And if we approach it prayerfully, then we can go 
forward confidently:  “a call to discipleship, to leave things behind, to trust in a new 
future, to walk with God” (see front page).

Already, we have been discussing a future with fewer paid ministers.  That means 
churches working together (and we heard exciting examples of what others are 
doing around the Borders);  it means more participation by ordinary members in 
work that has traditionally been seen as the preserve of the “minister”;  it means 
adapting our buildings to suit different forms of worship or more community use.  It 
means, as David Dalglish said this morning (2nd June), being focussed on mission 
rather than maintenance.

So, pray, think, reflect, share ideas, prepare for an exciting new future for our 
congregation.

David Bethune

Thanks from the World Mission Council for your support of the 
Stamp Appeal. Last year the appeal raised an amazing £2433.

The 2019 Stamp Appeal will be supporting the Chigodi Women 
Centre in Blantyre, Malawi who deliver a broad range of skills 
training in order to address the challenges faced by women 

in Malawi. The centre aims to improve the women’s socio-economic status and 
increase their future chance of employment.

The box for used stamps in is the Meeting House. Thanks to Jean Wood who 
empties it and sends off the stamps. If you are not able to get to church, you can 
always collect your stamps at home and give them to your elder/visitor.

In aid of Chigodi Women Centre, Malawi
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On Wednesday 25th April, a number of 
us from both Selkirk Parish Church and 
Ashkirk Church attended a talk in Melrose 
Parish Church  by The Ecumenical 
Accompaniment Programme in Palestine 
and Israel (EAPPI) an organisation 
sponsored by the World Council of 

Churches. They send international volunteers who spend time with local churches, 
vulnerable communities and individuals to Israel and to occupied Palestine. They 
are there as witnesses who at no point get involved but are there to deter acts of 
violence and aggression from both the Israeli military and armed settlers groups. 
They monitor and document human rights abuses through eyewitness accounts. 
They are also there to support both Israeli and Palestinian peace activists. We 
listened to a frightening talk by an ecumenical accompanier who repeatedly faced 
very fraught situations and had to stand and not intervene as to do so would be 
to show bias and negate their strength as non-partisan observers. We had the 
opportunity to ask questions and to see photographs of the occupied West Bank 
and the local communities’ daily struggle to live normal lives and produce enough 
food. The aim of the talk was, obviously, to gain donations for the project but also 
to encourage others to join EAPPI and travel out to the West Bank as observers.

Anyone interested in knowing more should contact Myra or the web sites www.
quaker.org.uk/eappi or www.eappi.org/en

Fan Heafield

Blythswood

I know it’s only June and far too early to be thinking of 
Christmas, but it’s never too early to be thinking of the 
Blythswood Shoebox Appeal.

If, over the summer, you buy new shoes, please keep the box. There are many 
in Eastern Europe who cannot afford new shoes but would certainly appreciate a 
shoebox full of essentials such as soap, shampoo, socks, gloves, hats etc....and a 
toy if the box is for a child. I quote from the Blythswood news:
“A little boy with such cold hands loved the toy sports car in his shoebox rather than 
the warm gloves which were maybe for another day!”

For those of you who knit, scarves, mitts and woolly hats are always very welcome. 
Please keep Blythswood in your thoughts (and prayers) over the summer.

Beth and Maisie
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Please note that opinions expressed in this magazine are those of the 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the official position of the church or 
congregation.

Baptisms
Selkirk
Feb. 10 Ava McMenamin    
  17 Kingsland Avenue

March 31 Blair and Ciarra Hamilton
  9 Fairfield Crescent
  

  
Bereavements

Selkirk
April  16 Fay Nixon  
  64 Shawburn Road
  
 19 Bill Turnbull 
  2 Knowepark 
 

Selkirk  
June 
Sunday  23 10.15 am     Christian Aid Uprooted Exhibition 
   12.15 - 2.30 pm ReachOut Walk to Burn Cottage
Friday   28 1 Tower Street Christian Aid Uprooted Exhibition 
Sunday   30 10.15 am     Taste and See
    6 pm     Taste and See Pot Luck Supper & Planning
         5 Marion Crescent    
July 
Sunday  21 10 am     BGH Volunteers 
   2.30 pm     Service at Thornfield House 
August 
Sunday   4 2.30 pm     Service at Thornfield House
Mon-Fri 12 - 16 10 - 12     Backpackers Holiday Club    
         Connections 
Thursday   22 3.30 pm     Service at Mungo Park Court  
September
Sunday   1 2.30 pm     Service at Thornfield House 

  
New Member

Selkirk
Doreen Bell     22 Fletcher Court
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Items for the September issue of The Hird should be in the 
office by 25th August.

Session Clerk:
Marjory Dooley,
Castanea, The Woll, Ashkirk
Tel:  01750 32710
marjory.dooley@yahoo.co.uk

Treasurer:
Dr. Harry Dooley,
Castanea, The Woll, Ashkirk
Tel:  01750 32710
hddooley@yahoo.co.uk

Ashkirk
Minister:  
Rev. Margaret Steele, 1 Loanside, Selkirk, TD7 4DJ Tel:  01750 23308
MSteele@churchofscotland.org.uk

Minister:  
Rev. Margaret Steele
1 Loanside, Selkirk, TD7 4DJ
Tel:  01750 23308
MSteele@churchofscotland.org.uk
Session Clerk:
Colin MacIntosh
Tel:  01835 822035
moshi_mac@yahoo.co.uk
Treasurer:
Lynda McCraw 
Tel:  21971
mrs_houseproud@yahoo.co.uk 
Gift Aid Convener: 
Gillian Grant
Tel:  22206
shawpark292@btinternet.com
Sunday Gang contact: 
Louise Raffier   
Tel:  23125
louiseeduff@hotmail.com
Church Administrator:
Vicki Macfarlane
Office Hours: Wed - Fri, 10-12 noon    Tel:  20078
office@selkirkparish.church

Selkirk Cleaner:
Carole Neilson
Hird Editor:
Anne Bethune
Tel:  21703
anne@dbethune.com


