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FLOWER MINISTRY
Sept.  Elaine Monro in charge
 1st Beth Bell
 8th Dorothy Gray
 15th Maisie McKenzie
 22nd Ella Donald
 29th  E. Young/C. Johnstone

Oct.  Janette Green in charge
 6th M.Hamilton
 13th J.Nichol
 20th Ian Watson
 27th J. Smith/F. Holmes

The Flower Calendar 
is available on the 
notice board in the 
Meeting House.    
Donations would be 
appreciated for any 
blank Sundays.

Nov.  Ella & Maisie in charge
 3rd J. Richardson
 10th N. Lesley/S. Waugh
 17th Nanette Turnbull
 24th ------------

Commmunion 
Dates
October 
Sun.13 & Wed. 16
December
Sun. 1 & Wed. 4 

Many thanks to Fiona Holmes for the 
great job she did as line manager for 
our cleaner over many years. “Line 
manager” does not begin to describe 
all that she did.Thank you, Fiona!

Thanks also to Barry Sutton from 
the Community Shed for the new 
Newel Post. Have you noticed the 
post adjacent to the lectern to assist 
readers/speakers on the steps? It is 
a thoroughly ecumenical post, having 
been constructed from wood from the 
URC church.... our old friends ‘next 
door’ are being remembered! 

Church at home
Not able to get to church? Have you 
thought about joining in at home 
with the service on CD? Ian Watson 
records the service every Sunday and 
will deliver a CD to you so you still feel 
part of the worship even at home.

Ask your elder/visitor or phone Ian, 
20739.
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Dear Friends,
But you, dear friends, keep on building yourselves up on your most sacred 

faith. Pray in the power of the Holy Spirit and keep yourselves in the love of 

God as you wait for our Lord Jesus Christ in His mercy to give you eternal 

life.  Jude verse 20

We live in a time of great upheaval politically and within the Church of Scotland too.  
Change is afoot from the highest courts of the church down to us in our local setting, 
all to enable us to be Christians willing and ready to share the Good News of God’s 
unchanging love with those we meet.  The love of God that brings us security is a 
love that changes us and challenges us to use the gifts God has given us.  It’s a 
love that brings forgiveness, renewal and a new purpose to folks’ lives.

Conversations within neighbouring churches in Presbytery are continuing:  locally 
Ashkirk, Selkirk, Ettrick and Yarrow are seeking ways in which we can best support 
one another.  These conversations are for everyone. It is essential that every voice 
is heard when discussing how best to be church in the 21st century, so please engage 
in these conversations and if you are unable to attend in person, then please speak 
with your elder/visitor or with me.

Over the summer months, we’ve been looking at the letters to the seven churches 
that we find in the book of Revelation.  They are messages of encouragement and 
challenge from the Risen Christ to the Christians of the day.  They have given us 
a clue as to how the early church coped with its new-found faith in the Lord Jesus, 
the persecutions they faced as a result of that faith and the temptation to become 
so immersed in their culture that they forgot to be different.  We’ve found that it is 
so easy to be doing things and doing them well but to miss out on the important 
growth in faith that is needed as individuals and as churches as we put God’s way 
first and foremost.  Jesus’ message is very simple yet so often we distort it.  Let us 
come humbly before God once more, asking that He would show us His way forward.  
Let us spend time in His Presence allowing His Holy Spirit to keep us in His love.  
“Your kingdom come, your will be done,” is the most important prayer any Christian 
and any church can make.  The General Assembly has called us to a season of 
prayer from September to December.  Let each of us make this a priority in our 
lives.  As we wait, as we pray, God’s promise is that He is with us always.  With 
Jesus telling us He is the way to life eternal, our present and our future are secure. 
With every blessing
Margaret

1 Loanside
Selkirk

TD7 4DJ
September 2019
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A B-I-G Adventure
It’s been that time of year again when all the local 
churches get together and run a week for Primary 
1-7 children in Selkirk based at ‘Connections’ 
mixing up crafts, physical activities, learning 
phrases in foreign languages, the inevitable song 

and Bible study. This year, we took the theme of backpacking and visiting various 
cities round Europe and linked this to the idea of Jesus’ journey during Easter week 
from arriving in Jerusalem to the resurrection.

About 43 children attended during the week and they thoroughly enjoyed visiting 
Paris (Gare du Nord), Stockholm (The Palace), Rome (a restaurant opposite the 
Colosseum), the Matterhorn in Switzerland and finally Hyde Park in London. Crafts 
varied from making donkeys to creating their own model Garden of Gethsemane. 

Many thanks to the 27 volunteers, both adults from all churches and young leaders, 
who helped ensure it ran smoothly and was enjoyed by all. The barbecue on 
Thursday evening was a great success and thankfully the weather was lovely.

As previously, it was organised by Daniel Sturgeon ably helped by his wife, Joanna. 
However, this will be the last time, as they are leaving Selkirk and moving to take 
up a church in Stranraer. Thanks, Daniel and Joanna!

PS. For any who are still concerned, I would like to reassure everyone that the polar 
bear has indeed been returned to the Arctic wild and was last seen disappearing 
into the frosty mist.

Fan Heafield

Several of our young people were involved in Holiday Club as Young Leaders (as 
well as lots of our Sunday Gang children who attended). The editor interviewed 
them to find out how they got on.

What was it like being a Young Leader?
Tiring! 
It was helpful, gave us responsibility and it was nice working with the people there. 
It was challenging but also really nice as you get to see young people being inspired.

How did it help you grow as a Christian?
Being on the Holiday Club team persuaded me to stop using God’s name as a 
swear word. I got to know more Bible Stories.

Holiday Club let me know more about what happened in the Bible. It makes me 
want to come to church more.

Thanks to all the team, including our Young Leaders. Let’s pray for God to continue 
his good work in their lives.
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What do toothpaste and icecream have 
in common? Palm oil!   Palm oil is an 
amazing ingredient! It has an incredibly 
useful range of characteristics which 
make it one of the world’s most versatile 
natural commodities. Palm Oil is in 
more than 50% of  packaged groceries. 
As well as being used as an edible oil, 
we brush our teeth with it, moisturise 
our faces with it, wash our hands in it, 
spread it on our toast and feed it to our 
dogs in pet food. Usually it is simply 
labelled as ‘vegetable oil’ on the pack 
but we all consume palm oil on a very 
regular basis without even knowing it! 

However, you may have a little bell 
ringing in your head saying, “Isn’t there 
something controversial about palm 
oil?” And you’d be right. Because palm 
oil is in such huge demand globally, 
there have been big problems with 
deforestation in the Far East with 
rainforest being cut-down to make way 
for vast plantations of Oil Palm.   As well 
as being the lungs of the world, loss of 
natural rainforest causes 90 per cent 
of wildlife to disappear. So can 
anything be done? “Yes”, say 
Traidcraft!

“We’re going back to roots. Many 
people don’t realise it but Palm Oil 
originates from West Africa –  “the 
African Palm” is the tree which 
palm oil comes from. Traidcraft 
works alongside Serendipalm, 
based in Ghana and set up in 2007.  

There are around 400 farmers organised 
into local societies who cultivate and 
grow oil palms organically alongside 
other crops and supply their ‘fresh fruit 

bunches’ to a central processing unit 
known as a crammer which employs 
over 200 people, mostly women. Here 
the fruit is sorted by hand and goes 
through a processing system which 
extracts the oil ready for export to 
Europe. The farmers are paid 10% 
above the local rate and also enjoy a 
Fair Trade premium for use in local 
community projects. The community 
development projects include farm 
maintenance programmes, provision 
of bore holes to provide clean water, 
the construction of nurses’ quarters 
so that communities can have local 
access to medical and maternity 
assistance, school uniforms and 
books for children. Even a public toilet 
project!”

Traidcraft worked in Hull with a 
company to produce fair-trade cleaning 
products using palm oil from Ghana – 
a world first!  Would you consider  
swapping your current product for 
washing up liquid, liquid hand soap (in 
a dispenser), soap bars and laundry 

liquid from Traidcraft? 

As a fair-trade church,  we 
use Traidcraft handwash and 
washing up liquid and by doing 
so we are being responsive to 
the commands of Jesus to care 
for our neighbour and to the call 
of the Bible to care for our world.

Buy or order from the monthly 
church fair-trade stall or contact 
Myra on 22867 
(information taken from Traidcraft’s 
website where you can read more for 
yourself)

Ice cream and Toothpaste!



6

Disciple Fast Track
12 Session Study of Old Testament Themes

Would you like to feel more confident in your knowledge of the Old Testament? Are 
you prepared to work for such confidence? Participants will buy a study guide at £15 
and use it to prepare for each session. This involves reading two or three chapters 
of the Old Testament on 5 days and then reading the notes for the session in the 
study guide on a sixth day. The study guide also has space for you to make notes. 
At the sessions, a brief, illustrated review video enables participants to recall 

important facts and ideas, and lively and engaging 
video presenters then offer insights into the current 
session. We will then share together what we have 
learnt from our studies and encourage each other. 
Each session will last 75 minutes. To give everyone 
time to do their preparation, we will meet fortnightly.

Date Hall Chapter Theme Word
19th Sept. 2019 SPC 1. The Creating God Creation
3rd Oct. 2019 SPC 2. The Rebel People Sin
17th Oct. 2019 SPC 3. The Called People Covenant
31st Oct. 2019 SPC 4. God Hears the Cry Deliverance
14th Nov. 2019 OLSJ 5. God Sends the Law Order
               Christmas break
9th Jan. 2020 OLSJ 6. When God Draws Near Atonement
23rd Jan. 2020 OLSJ 7. The People without a King Leadership
6th Feb. 2020 SPC 8. The People with a King Security
20th Feb. 2020 SPC 9. God Warns the People Warning
5th March 2020 SPC 10. God Punishes the People Consequences
19th March 2020 SPC 11. God Responds to the People Wisdom
2nd April 2020 SPC 12. People Hope for a Saviour Hope

Another set of 12 sessions will cover New Testament themes in the future!

Sessions will take place on Thursday afternoons at 2:30pm to 3:45pm in Selkirk 
Parish Church Hall or Our Lady and Saint Joseph’s Church Hall. To book a place, for 
further information, or to see the study guide please speak to me. If you would like 
to do the course, but are unable to do Thursday afternoons, would the Wednesday 
evening work for you?

Jane Peers jane@orchardbrow.co.uk 07917128918 01835 870751
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Open Door - Our Summer Project
“Hungry Holidays”

“The life chances of up to three million children in the UK are under threat due 
to their risk of going hungry during school holidays. The finding is made in a 
report, Hungry Holidays, published today by a cross-party group of Westminster 
MPs and peers. Children in Scotland submitted evidence to the report based on 
its own research and findings from its Food, Families, Futures project which was 
piloted last summer.”

One of our Open Door Management Group brought up the issue of holiday hunger 
last year and started us on an unexpected journey this summer. We set out to 
make inquiries locally and found that there was concern that some children and 
families really struggle during the holidays to provide basic food and any fun holiday 
activities. If you are already on a borderline income, 6 weeks without free school 
meals is a tough challenge and holidays become a burden in all sorts of ways.

Working in partnership with the Community Learning and Development/Early Years 
Team at Philiphaugh Community Centre, we have enjoyed providing the food 
as publicised by the poster, Fun, Friendship and Food - all Free at Philiphaugh 
Community Centre.

Actually, we also had a lot of fun and we’ve made new friendships along the way. 
It has been a really worthwhile project. Amanda and Shirley organised brilliant 
activities, crafts and stories in a relaxed atmosphere. Selkirk Rugby Club and Live 
Borders came along and offered some fun games outside on the sunny days. We 
started at 9.30 am when some early birds came for breakfast, followed at 11 am 
by amazing homebaking (thanks to the Baking Fairies from Melrose’s Holy Trinity 
Episcopalian Church!) and drinks and a cooked lunch around 12.15 pm. We are so 
thankful for the volunteers who happily gave up time over 6 Thursdays to make this 
happy event such a success. The word got around and numbers increased weekly 
reaching over 50. Seeing everyone enjoying and appreciating the food we had 
prepared was very rewarding.

But it was also lovely for Selkirk Parish Church “Open Door” folk to meet new young 
families, enjoy their company and demonstrate by our presence that church folk are 
not weird! We have been able to spread the word about Open Door and hope to 
see some of our links strengthening. 

Thank you for your prayerful support and to those who donated to help meet the 
costs, including a generous gift from Selkirk Colonial Society.

Who knows what God has planned next? 
from The Team



8

           Fresh Start Borders
The AGM of Fresh Start was held in May. It was reported 
that 239 packs of household goods plus extras had been 
supplied for the year to 31st March 2019 (262 adults and 
98 children).This is a 41% increase on the previous year 
and the highest since 2014.  With continued funding from 
SBC, we are able to include new kettles, toasters and duvets in all packs, as well 
as cleaning materials and personal toiletries. 

We have had continued local support with practical and monetary donations. 
Sainsbury’s had a collection of goods at Christmas in their stores. We also got 
donations from Selkirk Bowling Club, Ettrickbridge carpet bowlers, Hawick Cycling 
Club and Galashiels Academy’s Youth Philanthropy Initiative.  Nationwide gave us 
£5000 with which to provide microwaves and convector heaters to clients identified 
by support workers. In February, two committee members travelled to Edinburgh to 
represent Fresh Start Borders, who were nominated and chosen to benefit from the 
Bishop of Edinburgh’s Lent appeal. 

Once again, thanks to everyone for their donations. I would remind you that there is 
a box for donations in the Meeting House or telephone me on 01750 22494

Glynis Wilkie 

Take One Action! Film Festival
Christian Aid are sponsoring Survivors on Sunday 22nd 
September at the Edinburgh Filmhouse, 8.15 - 10.45pm 
film screening and discussion. The discussion panel 
includes Sally Foster Fulton of Christian Aid.

Survivors: the Ebola crisis in Sierra Leone
The root causes of global inequality - and its impact on individuals as well as 
communities - are explored with unusual lucidity in films such as Survivors (presented 
in partnership with Christian Aid), a first-hand account of the Ebola epidemic in 
Sierra Leone.  In a country forced to prioritise international loan repayments over 
public infrastructure, the testimonies of the health workers on the frontlines of a 
terrifying battle make a powerful case for urgent debt cancellation.

Other films are listed under Take One Action, if you would like to be challenged!

Jane Peers, Christian Aid rep
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Scott’s Selkirk
This year Scott’s Selkirk is on Saturday, 5th October.  There will not be an exhibition, 
but we are organising our usual Coffee Shop in the hall, running from 10am to 4pm, 
with stalls for crafts, home baking, preserves, gifts, books & jigsaws, Traidcraft and 
good quality items (including plants). 

Lists will be appearing soon in the Meeting House requesting volunteers to help 
serve refreshments, man the stalls, and provide baking for the Coffee Shop and 
any appropriate items for sale.   

Please support this fundraising event in whatever way you are able.  Proceeds are 
mainly for church funds, with those from the plant stall going to Guatemala.

PS For those who are creative, please remember the Pop Up shop on 22nd-23rd 
November, and continue to produce items for sale there. 

Lynda McCraw

Baked Alaska
No, not the pudding!  Baked Alaska is the name for the 
video discussion series on the theme of climate change 
and our Christian responsibility, which many of you came 
along to earlier this year.  Each session starts with a short 
humorous video sketch, then a chance to discuss what we 
have seen.   Where?  In the meeting room.  When?  After 
coffee on last Sundays of October, November, January and 
February.   How long do the sessions last?  8 minute video 
followed by 20 minute discussion - so you’ll still get home 
in time for lunch!   Does it matter if I missed the first three?  
No, each one is self-contained, so anyone can join in at ay time. 

David Bethune

Growing in Faith will meet on 17th 
September, 1st and 15th October and 
5th November to study St Paul's letter 
to the Colossians. On 19th November 
we'll do something else. Meet at 
Orchard Brow, Clerklands 7:30 to 
9pm, lifts available. All welcome. 
Further details from Jane Peers 01835 
870751.

The Word of God to teach us
The Son of God to hold us
The Spirit of God to keep us 
in the company of the saints
with whom we learn new paths
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When God sends chariots of fire
Amidst the appalling accounts of the almost daily atrocities committed by Boko 
Haram and Fulani herdsmen on Christians in Northern Nigeria - hundreds killed in 
January and February alone, with reports of brutal rapes and maiming by machetes 
also reported, as well as the widespread destruction of churches, hospitals and 
burning of crops (all totally ignored by the world’s media, of course), there has 
emerged news of a totally contrasting event.

76 Christians from a Muslim background were abducted by Boko Haram, taken 
to their camp and tortured. The four male believers were asked to renounce their 
Christian faith and return to Islam or they would be shot. They refused and were 
duly executed. A week later, the four widows were also asked the same question, 
or their children would suffer the same fate. While they agonised over this that 
evening, the children came running into the room, excitedly telling their mothers 
that Jesus had appeared to them and told them that all would be well. He then 
appeared to all 72 of them, told them not to fear nor to renounce Him, He would 
protect them. The next day, the Boko Haram militants lined the children up against 
the wall and again asked the four mothers whether they would deny Jesus. They all 
refused. The soldiers prepared their weapons to take aim, but suddenly clutched 
at their own heads, screaming ‘snakes!’ and ran from the scene; some of them 
dropped dead. One of the Christians reached for the gun of a dead militant, but a 
little girl, aged four, put her hand on his arm and said, “There is no need to do that; 
can’t you see the men in white fighting for us?”

The local Christians in Nigeria set up a Discernment committee to look into this 
story.  (Not every claim made about the persecuted church in the 21st century, 
it seems, is accurate.) One thing they did was to create a book of 26 pictures of 
Jesus. The book was shown to each of the survivors, who were asked to choose 
the image that most resembled the man who had appeared to them that night and 
the following day. All 72 picked the same image.

Our sovereign Lord still acts sometimes in power to save His people from those 
who plan to harm them.

Thursday August 22nd was proclaimed by the UN as International Day 
Commemorating the Victims of Acts of Violence Based on Religion or Belief. This 
idea was brought to the UN by many countries, including Iraq, Jordan, Nigeria, 
Pakistan, Poland and the USA. The aim of the day is to combat hate crimes and 
acts of violence related to religion or belief. 

Pray that this action will help to promote real change for the better. We pray also 
that You would sustain each one who has left another religion to follow Jesus, 
knowing that they are likely to suffer as a result. Please sustain and strengthen 
each one, heal their wounds, calm their fears and fill them with joy and love. 
In Jesus’ name, Amen.        David Taylor, Prayer Promoter

10
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Mark the date in your diary and look out for further details.

Children & Families Worker - August 2019

In June, the church recruited John Moley as our new Children & Families Worker. 
We have asked him to give us a brief report on what he’s been up to for each issue 
- this is the first:
Hi, I’m John. To start, a huge thankyou for this opportunity. Working with young 
people has always been important to me and it’s extremely gratifying to be able to 
contribute in such a concrete way to the community where my children are growing 
up. We moved here last December, so my wife Clare could open her shop on the 
High Street, and we are so grateful for the warm welcome we have received.

When I started the job, the summer had just begun and most of the children’s 
activities were on hiatus. This meant that I was able to spend a little time getting to 
know people in the congregation and learning about the many events and activities 
Selkirk Parish offers. I’m trying to get just a little involvement in as many groups 
as possible, so I can have the broadest possible picture of what everyone is up 
to. This has lead to me participating in Sunday Gang, Hot Chocolate, Taste & 
See, Open Door, the Philiphaugh Community Project and soon I’ll be adding JAM, 
Reach Out! and Big Questions to the list.

More recently, I was one of the two people up at the front leading the activities at the 
Backpackers Holiday Club. It was a fantastic opportunity to collaborate with people 
from all the churches in the area and the children’s appreciation was plain to see. 
This week (Monday 4pm) we are trialling a Homework Club for schoolchildren of 
any age, but primarily aimed at those who have just started at high school and may 
be feeling a little overwhelmed.

It’s a busy and exciting time of year for our young people, but also one when their 
needs can be greater and more challenging - as always, your support and prayers 
are appreciated.

Sat. 16 November www.tearfund.org/quiz
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A Franciscan Prayer

May God bless you with discomfort
At easy answers, half-truths, and superficial relationships
So that you may live deep within your heart.

May God bless you with anger
At injustice, oppression and exploitation of people,
So that you may work for justice, freedom and peace.

May God bless you with tears
To shed for those who suffer pain, rejection, hunger and war,
So that you may reach out your hand to comfort them and
To turn their pain to joy.

And may God bless you with enough foolishness
To believe that you can make a difference in the world,
So that you can do what others claim cannot be done
To bring justice and kindness to all our children and the poor.

Open Space Selkirk

Celebrating Life in all its Fullness

Following the Creation in our Care 
Harvest Thanksgiving service on 
Sunday 22nd September, the church 
will be open from 10 am - 2 pm on 
Monday 23rd September. Come and 
look at the displays and spend a 
moment of quiet. Call in at Open Door 
in the hall for coffee or lunch.

Celebrating Air, Fire, Earth and Water

Recycling drop-off point 

for “hard to recycle” items

5 Tower Street, Selkirk
(the old fish shop)

10am – 4pm,  Thursdays
29th Aug,  26th Sept,  24th Oct,  

28th November

What can I bring for recycling?

Postcards, stamps,
old or broken jewellery

watches, cameras, mobile phones,
ipods, ipads, satnavs, 

laptops, tablet computers, 
games consoles and games,

unwanted currency,
plastic milk bottle tops, 
empty crisp packets,

biscuit, cracker and cake wrappers
empty toothpaste tubes, 

old toothbrushes
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Church website
Have you ever looked at our 
church website?  You can find it at 
selkirkparish.church

I try to keep it up-to-date with correct 
contact information, the weekly 
service sheets, the latest Hird and 
other information about the church.  
But I depend on you to provide me 
with the information!

Please check the website regularly, 
especially if you are involved in any 
organisations or events, and send me 
any updates and corrections.

I can also include stories and photos 
(with captions, please) in the news 
page.

David Bethune

Eco-Congregation day in Melrose
All members of the congregation are invited to meet with folk from other eco-
congregations around the Borders for a gathering at Holy Trinity, Melrose, on 
Saturday 21st September, from 10am to 3pm.  Come along to hear what other 
congregations are doing, to enjoy lunch together (bring your own) and (weather 
permitting) a guided walk at Old Melrose.  For more information, ask any of the 
eco-group.

Selkirk Church Friends
Hope you have all had an enjoyable summer break.  The new session commences 
on Tuesday 1 October 2019 at 2pm. We look forward to welcoming current and new 
Church Friends. An interesting programme has been arranged. 

Oct. 1 Opening meeting: Andrew Laing Oct. 15     John Smail
Oct. 29 Card Making: Chris Robertson Nov.12 Margery Inglis 
Nov.26 Country Dancing
See you  all on 1 October.

Jennifer Barrie
13
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News from Ashkirk
Summer may be nearly over, the weather disappointing, but Sunday 18th August 
was a very special day in Ashkirk's Church calendar.  Not only did we celebrate 
Holy Communion, but we also celebrated our Gift Day and had a service of 
thanksgiving for the life of Will H Ogilvie, a proud Borderer and poet. This was the 
final part of the 150th Anniversary Celebrations for Will H Ogilvie, which took place 
over the weekend.  Philip Murray from the Ogilvie Trust talked about Will's life and 
read several of his poems, including "The Land We Love". The singing in church 
was wonderful. Margaret's sermon on how we use our gifts and talents was very 
appropriate to the occasion.  Following the service most of us headed for the village 
hall for a pot luck lunch provided by the congregation.

Despite it only being August, plans are already being made for the Harvest Service 
on 29th September, for Remembrance Day and for........Christmas!

The Soup and Pudding Lunches at the village hall are proving popular.  The next 
lunch will be on Tuesday 10th September from 12.30 - 2 pm.  The Gentle Exercise 
Class on a Tuesday from 11.15 - 12 noon is also very enjoyable.  The Fair Trade 
Stall will hopefully be back in the Autumn.

Finally, please keep praying for wisdom and discernment as we continue our 
discussions with Selkirk and Ettrick and Yarrow so that the Church will prosper in 
the 21st century.

Marjory Dooley
Session Clerk

CAMEO: Come And Meet 
Each Other

CAMEO will begin its new season 
on September 26th at 2pm 
in the church hall. We have a 
varied programme for the year 
ahead. New members are always 
welcome.

Sep 26  Musical entertainment
Oct 10    Open Door:  Myra Ward
Oct 24   The Community Shed: 
  Barbra Harvie

Marjorie Lawrie
Another chance to Come Together for a 
meal - why not invite a friend?  
14
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Prayer of Confession 
We confess our overuse of transportation, 
the need for speed overriding the healing of the Earth’s fever. 
We confess our hyper-consumption of food and energy, 
producing meat and electrons on demand, 
but too often exhausting and poisoning the backyards of the poorest. 
We confess our soaps, our cosmetics, our synthetic clothes, 
ignoring that their unseen, plastic microbeads run into our streams and oceans, 
now residing in fish, and probably in some of us. 
We confess our junk, the piles of what we throw away, 
the sewage smelling of our lack of concern. 
We confess our mind-set, 
too often concentrating on our ability to buy rather than asking what we really 
need, what our world needs.
We confess our unfaithfulness, 
not loving you with our whole heart and strength and mind, 
not loving our human and non-human neighbours as ourselves, 
not caring for the creation you have given us as a gift. 
Turn us from our cursed practices 
to life that is really living, 
giving ourselves away, 
following Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray. 
Amen 
(adapted from the Lutheran World Federation)

Selkirk Kirk Session Notes
from the June and August meetings
• We continue to reflect on Steve Aisthorpe’s book, Invisible Church, looking at 

why some Christians do not attend church.
• Buildings Review: It was agreed that this review should continue to be explored 

in parallel with the 21st Century Church discussions, and that a small group be 
formed to consider options. All were encouraged to think and pray about who 
should be in the small group.

• Fiona Corbett, David Bethune and Elissa Jones have been enrolled for the 
Presbytery Worship Leaders Course.

• On Sunday 20th October, Andy Bathgate from Scripture Union Scotland will 
speak about plans for a new SU worker for the Borders. 

• The Harvest service will include an augmented singing group and the retiring 
offering will be used to purchase trees for Eco-Congregation Scotland’s Trees 
for Life grove. Prayer stations on themes for fire, air, earth and water will also 
be available to Open Door customers and anyone else the following day.

15
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September
Sunday  1 2.30 pm Service at Thornfield House
  4 pm  Taste and See BBQ 
Monday  2 8 - 10 am Open Door Breakfast
Thursday 5 7.30 pm Kirkhope Hall, 21st century church
Sunday  8 3 pm  John Moley, Children and Families Worker 
     Service of introduction and welcome  
Monday 9 10.30 - 2 pm Open Door
Sunday 15 10.30 am B.G.H. volunteers
Saturday 21 10 am Eco-Congregation Local Network
Sunday 22 10.15 am Creation in our Care: Harvest Service
  1 pm  Churches Together lunch, SPC
  2 pm  Churches Together AGM  
Monday  23 10.30 - 2 pm Open Door plus Open Space  (see page 12)
Thursday 26 2 pm  CAMEO:  Musical entertainment  
October  
Tuesday 1 2 pm  Selkirk Church Friends: Andrew Laing
Saturday  5 10 am - 4 pm Scott’s Selkirk
     Coffee Shop and stalls 
Sunday  6 4 pm  Taste & See, Worship for All 
Monday  7 8 - 10 am Open Door  Breakfast
Thursday 10 2 pm  CAMEO: Open Door, Myra Ward 
Friday  11 2.30 pm Service at Riverside Nursing Home 
Sunday 13 10.15 am  Communion Service 
Monday  14 10.30 - 2 pm Open Door
Tuesday 15 2 pm  Selkirk Church Friends: John Smail
Wed. 16 11 am Communion Service  
Thursday 24 2 pm  CAMEO: The Community Shed, Barbra Harvie 
Thursday  24 3.30 pm Service at Mungo Park Court
Sunday 27 11.45 am Baked Alaska
Monday  28 10.30 - 2 pm Open Door
Tuesday 29 2 pm  Selkirk Church Friends: Card Making

Children and Families Worker
The paperwork is nearing satisfactory completion, so I am now contacting all those 
who generously pledged financial support for this post over the coming 3 years.  

For those who would like to contribute but have not yet committed, donations in 
any form and for any amount are welcome, but there will also be a supply of pledge 
forms in the Meeting House, offering a choice of giving by one-off donation, or by 
annual, monthly or weekly donations for 3 years if you wish to complete one of 
these.  A bankers order form, a gift aid form or envelopes will be available for your 
use if appropriate.  

Thanking you in anticipation,   Lynda McCraw (Treasurer)16
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Please note that opinions expressed in this magazine are those of the 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the official position of the church or 
congregation.

New Members
We are pleased to welcome

Bill and Margaret Adamson 
4 Mungo Park Court

  
Bereavements

Selkirk
June  6 Caroline Cruickshank  
  Millburn, 
  Heatherlie Park  

July   4 Mary Rodgerson 
  4 High Street 

Aug. 10 Gwen Hardie 
  2 Bankend 
  Lindean

Ashkirk
Aug.  5 Mary Macintosh 
  The Garden House 
  Ashkirk
  
 21 Sheila Nicholls 
  6 The Glebe 
  Ashkirk

  

 
November   
Sunday  3 4 pm  Taste & See, Worship for All 
Monday  4 8 - 10 am Open Door Breakfast 
Sunday 10 9.55 am Remembrance Service (NB earlier time)
Monday  11 10.30 - 2 pm Open Door 
Tuesday 12 2 pm  Selkirk Church Friends: Margery Inglis  
Thursday 14 2 pm  CAMEO 
Saturday 16 7 for 7.30pm Tearfund Big Quiz
Sunday 17 10.30 am B.G.H. volunteers
Friday 22 2.30 pm Service at Riverside Nursing Home
Sunday 24 11.45 am Baked Alaska 
Monday  25 10.30 - 2 pm Open Door 
Tuesday 26 2 pm  Selkirk Church Friends: Country Dancing
Thursday 28 2 pm  CAMEO 
December
Sunday 1 10.15 am 1st Sunday in Advent, Communion Service
 Advent Groups, Fridays at 10 am, Sundays at 7 pm  

17
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Items for the December issue of The Hird with the editor by 

17th November.

Session Clerk:

Marjory Dooley,

Castanea, The Woll, Ashkirk

Tel:  01750 32710

marjory.dooley@yahoo.co.uk

Treasurer:

Dr. Harry Dooley,

Castanea, The Woll, Ashkirk

Tel:  01750 32710

hddooley@yahoo.co.uk

Ashkirk
Minister:  

Rev. Margaret Steele, 1 Loanside, Selkirk, TD7 4DJ Tel:  01750 23308

MSteele@churchofscotland.org.uk

Minister:  

Rev. Margaret Steele  

1 Loanside, Selkirk, TD7 4DJ

Tel:  01750 23308

MSteele@churchofscotland.org.uk

Session Clerk:

Colin MacIntosh

Tel:  01835 822035

moshi_mac@yahoo.co.uk

Treasurer:

Lynda McCraw 

Tel:  21971

mrs_houseproud@yahoo.co.uk 

Gift Aid Convener: 

Gillian Grant

Tel:  22206

shawpark292@btinternet.com

Children and Families Worker:

John Moley

Tel: 07753 341605 

cfw@selkirkparish.church

Sunday Gang contact: 

Louise Raffier   
Tel:  23125

louiseeduff@hotmail.com

Selkirk

Church Administrator:

Vicki Macfarlane

Office Hours: Wed - Fri, 10-12 noon    Tel:  20078
office@selkirkparish.church

Cleaner:

Carole Neilson

Hird Editor:

Anne Bethune

Tel:  21703

anne@dbethune.com
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