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FLOWER MINISTRY
Dec . Fiona Holmes in charge
 1st Sheila Christer-Porteous
 8th Elaine Dunipace
 15th Justine Lawton
 22nd J. Nichol/J. Wood
 29th Cynthia Chandler

The Flower Calendar is available on the noticeboard in the Meeting 
House.    Donations would be appreciated for any blank Sundays.

 
Jan.  Marjorie Lawrie in charge
 5th tbc
 12th Gillian Grant
 19th Rev. M. Steele
 28th Marjorie Lawrie
 

Communion Dates ahead
December Sunday 1st, Wednesday 4th
February 2020 Sunday 16th, 10.15 am & 6.30 pm
  Wednesday 19th
April   Easter Sunday 12th, Wednesday 15th
May  Pentecost Sunday 31st, Wed. 3rd June
August  Sunday 23rd & Wednesday 26th
October  Sunday 13th & Wednesday 16th
November Sunday 29th & Wed. 2nd December

Please note extra evening Communion in February.

Church Giving 2020
It is time to organise next year’s WFO envelopes, so it will be very helpful to know 
of any additions/changes.  For both new and old members, this provides a good 
opportunity to reflect on our personal level of giving and the method we use.  As a 
reminder, there are 3 basic ways to make an offering.

Weekly Freewill Offering envelopes are designed for those who wish to give on a 
regular basis.  Envelopes can be filled weekly, and handed in whenever you attend 
church, or given to your elder/friend to hand in when convenient.  A Bankers’ Order 
is a very convenient way to ensure your offering is received monthly, quarterly, or 
annually as suits you best.  Alternatively, your offering can be placed in the Open 
Plate, noting that Gift Aided offerings require a named envelope or a cheque.

If you do not already use envelopes but wish to do so, or, alternatively, if you no 
longer wish to use them, please let Lynda McCraw (tel. 21971) or the office know 
by early December.  Similarly, please contact me for details of the church account if 
you wish to set up a bankers’ order.  If you are a tax payer and have not yet signed 
a Gift Aid Form, please consider doing so, to enable the church to reclaim tax on 
your offerings at no extra cost to you.  Forms are available from the Office, or Gillian 
Grant (Gift Aid Convener).

 Lynda McCraw, Treasurer 
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        1 Loanside
       Selkirk

TD7 4DJ
November 2019

Dear Friends,
 Your life in Christ makes you strong and His love comforts you.  Philippians 2:1

In our Wednesday services we’ve been thinking about the journey that brought 
Moses to the point of obeying God, being given the strength to do so along with the 
companionship of his brother Aaron. (Moses was 80 and his brother 83 – so age is 
no excuse for not living our lives God’s way!)  In our Sunday services, we’ve been 
looking at the prophet Micah, noting that very little changes over the years.  Political 
upheaval is evident in both these series.  People out for themselves at the expense 
of others.  People choosing to ignore God and His ways.  The wrong use of power, 
greed and sin all figured then as they do today.  

God calls His people - that’s us - to a different way of life: one which depends on 
God for strength and faith to believe that He brings us loving companions to help 
us in the form of our own and our church family.    

All around us, there is a maelstrom of change, in our politics and in our church here 
in Scotland.  We are called to shine out like lights, like beacons of hope in a world 
that is weary. Sometimes it seems as if it is all too much!  

But…! As Christians we believe that God is in control, that He has a purpose for 
our world.  He has promised that never again will He put the world under a curse 
because of what people do. Never again will He destroy all living beings as He did 
in the flood. (Genesis 8:21ff).  What hope that brings us.

Politicians rise and fall, the church changes for better or worse but God’s character 
of love, mercy, forgiveness and renewal never changes.  

At Christmas, we remind ourselves of the fact that this God is the One who comes 
into our midst, who makes His home with us; His life showing us a life filled with light 
and love; a life which changes all who meet Him – whether they receive or reject His 
love.  He calls us to be people who go out into our murky world to bring hope and 
comfort to those we meet day by day, in every context in which we find ourselves.   
We are called to be His love in action. The ex Archbishop of Canterbury, Rowan 
Williams, said this a few years back, “The acid test of whether or not our love for 
God is genuine, our intimacy with God real and our spirituality being incarnated in 
the way Jesus modelled, is whether or not we have become a channel through which 
God’s love flows to our neighbour.  
continued on page 4
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continued from page 3
As we prepare to meet 2020, let us 
move forward in hope and in love, 
sharing the light of God’s presence 
through all our actions in order that 
others might come to see Him for 
themselves, finding peace on earth in 
a way that surpasses all other ways.

Thank you for all your love, prayers 
and practical support over this year.  It 
is greatly appreciated.
May you and your family know God’s 
peace and joy this Christmas.

With every blessing, 
Margaret

Eco Congregation News

Thankyou to you all 
for your generous 
donations to the 
‘Trees For Li fe ’ 
Collection at our 
Harvest Services. 
£239 was raised 
enabling 40 trees 
to be bought and 
planted in the Eco Congregation 
Scotland Grove at Dundreggan.  

Since August, we have advertised a 
monthly Recycling Hub in 5 Tower 
Street pop-up shop for items that are 
not currently recycled locally. This 
has proved to be very successful and 
adds to the items that are brought to 
the church by our congregation and 
hall users. 18 kilos have just been 
sent off comprising cameras, watches, 
jewellery, mobile phones and coins. 
The funds raised go to Traidcraft.

We continue to collect postcards for 
the Bible Society, Milk Bottle tops and 
Stamps as well as Biscuit Wrappers 
and Crisp Packets. The Eco group are 
present in the Hub once a month to chat 
to those bringing in items to recycle 
and we have received many positive 
comments.  The next opening is 28th 
November in 5 Tower Street. From 
January to March 2020, we will be in 
1 Tower Street on the 3rd Thursday of 
each month.

Elissa Jones

Baked Alaska      
NB: change of 

dates!
Baked Alaska is a 
video-based discussion 
series on the theme of 
climate change and our 

Christian responsibility.  Some of us 
enjoyed the first 3 sessions at the start 
of the year, and are eagerly awaiting 
the next three!  Each session starts 
with a short humorous video sketch, 
then a chance to discuss what we 
have seen.  
Where? In the meeting room.  
When?  After coffee on last Sundays 
of January, February and March.   
How long do the sessions last?  
8 minute video followed by 20 minute 
discussion - so you’ll still get home in 
time for lunch!   
Does it matter if I missed the first 
three?  No, each is self-contained, so 
anyone can join in at any time. 

David Bethune
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21st Century Church:  January 2020 trial
Ashkirk and Selkirk trial service changes in line with Church of Scotland 

‘Radical Action Plan’

As you know, the church has been having discussions about the future of services 
and use of ministers following from the ‘Radical Action Plan’ proposed by the General 
Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

It has been suggested that we, in Ashkirk and Selkirk, might trial a possible sharing of 
our minister with the churches in Ettrick and Yarrow. This, we need to stress, is a trial 
and further discussions will take place after this trial period involving everyone in the 
congregation who wishes to be involved (and has taken part in the trial arrangements). 

What has been planned is for the Sundays, 12th January, 19th January and 26th 
January followed by a fully joint service of all congregations on 2nd February. In 
order to ensure that the minister can get to the services on time all churches in this 
partnership will change their times of service during the trial.

Selkirk Parish church service will be at 11.00 am
Ashkirk will move to 12.30 pm

So services will be as follows for a four week period:
12th January  Selkirk Parish Church at 11.00 am (led by Rev. M Steele), 
 Ashkirk at 12.30 pm (led by the Worship group) 
 Kirkhope at 9.30 am (led by Rev.  M Steele)
19th January:  Selkirk Parish Church at 11.00 am (led by Rev.Jim Wallace), 
                        Ashkirk at 12.30 pm (led by Rev. Jim Wallace).
 Yarrow at 9.30 am (led by the Worship group),
26th January:  Selkirk Parish Church at 11.00 am (led by the Worship Group),
 Ashkirk at 12.30 pm (led by Rev. M Steele) 
 Yarrow at 9.30 am (led by Rev. M Steele).
2nd February:  Joint Service at Selkirk Parish Church at 11.00 am 
  (led by a joint worship group)  
  This joint service will be followed by a pot luck lunch in the   

 church hall to which all are invited.
Following this, there will be plenty of opportunities to let your Kirk Sessions know
how you have felt the trial went and offer any suggestions as to how to improve this
venture. 

Services will revert to regular times on 9th February. (Selkirk at 10.15 am and Ashkirk
at 12.00) We really hope you will support this trial and let us know your thoughts.

Fan Heafield, on behalf of joint planning group
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Margaret’s Study Leave

In August, I attended the Bible Alive 
course which is a course run by 
Scripture Union Scotland, training 
people to effectively deliver an exciting 
schools’ programme engaging P5-7’s 
in the whole story of the Bible through 
a series of interactive multi-media 
presentations.  

The programme supports all four 
capacities of Curriculum for Excellence 
and covers many aspects of the RME 
curriculum.  It has been tried and tested 
in many schools throughout the country 
with very good results.  

It will involve quite a bit of preparation 
on my part but in time I hope to be 
able to offer it to both Philiphaugh 
and Knowepark Primary Schools. 
It was certainly a course well worth 
attending as I gathered more ideas 
about presenting the Bible Stories in a 
fun, imaginative and thought-provoking 
way.

Margaret Steele

May the joy of the angels,
The gladness of the shepherds,
The worship of the wise men
And the peace of the Christ child 
be yours.

Chri
stmas

Bless
ing

Christmas Day Dinner 
 2.30pm – 5.30pm 

  

Last year we had a lovely Christmas 
celebration in the Parish Church Hall 
on 25th December.  Nibbles and drinks 
were served as folk were welcomed, 
and a delicious traditional festive meal 
with all the trimmings was enjoyed by 
30 folk who might otherwise have been 
on their own or stuck in front of the TV. 

Why not join us this year? 

We are happy to cater for special 
diets (if you let us know in advance) 
and smaller portions if that’s your 
preference. If you know of someone 
else who might enjoy company and 
some musical entertainment, invite 
them to come with you.  Pay what you 
can between £5 - £10 and bring your 
favourite tipple if you have one. 

Please contact the church office 
on 20078 to leave your name and 
telephone number and let us know if 
you need transport. We look forward to 
hearing from you.  Wishing you a joyful 
and peaceful festive season wherever 
you will be.

Thanks
Myra Ward and Fiona Corbett
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The Wise Men Tour 2019
Out of the Box presents 'The Wise Men', a Christmas Musical for all the family.
Three wise men are touring Scotland in December! A cross between a pantomime 
and a nativity play, The Wise Men, for puppets and actors, will be performed in 17 
venues – schools and churches – across Scotland, including Selkirk Parish Church 
on Tuesday 17th December at 6 pm. The Wise Men script, written by Glasgow-
based actor Philip Todd, is dazzling, laced with laughter and profundity, energetic 
slapstick, and powerful songs.
One of the wise men, Balthazar (Balty for short) is initially a fake – an impoverished 
pickpocket passing himself off as wise with a view to following the star and finding 
the king who ‘could be the answer to all our problems.’

Entry is by donation and you do not need to bring a child! Come and enjoy some 
Christmas fun with a message. 



8

 

ReachOut: meeting to share friendship and faith
Christmas is coming! Join an Advent Group

You’re invited to our 4 small and 
friendly sessions, starting Sunday 
24th November at 5 Marion Crescent 
or Friday 29th November at church 
and running for 4 weeks. 10 am on the 
Fridays, 7 pm on the Sundays.

Share a cuppa together, think about 
the Christmas story and create 
something together.  We’d love to see 
you there!  Don’t worry if you can’t 
make all four dates.

Anne, Elissa, Fan and Louise - the ReachOut team

Growing in Faith will start 2020 with a bring and share meal on 7th January at 
7 pm. We will then meet on 1st and 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7.30 pm for 
fellowship and study: 21st January, 4th and 18th February, 3rd and 17th March. 

    All welcome at the home of Jane and Jack Peers. 
    Further details Jane Peers 01835 870751

CAMEO
The CAMEO Group has had a good mix of meetings since the end of September, 
including music, talks and a mini olympics where there was a lot of laughter. 
Our next meeting is on November 28th when John Smail will be talking about his 
Selkirk video and showing us some of it. On December 5th, we are having a visit 
from some children from Knowepark school to entertain us. This is always a special 
meeting.  December 19th is our Christmas Party when we have afternoon tea and 
entertainment from some ladies from Hawick whose programme is entitled “Music 
and Memories”. 
We have welcomed some new 
members this year and are always 
happy to welcome more. We meet 
at 2 pm. In the church hall.  
Marjorie Lawrie
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Ashkirk News

Celebrate Christmas 
with Ashkirk Parish Church                    

Sunday 1st Dec.  1st Sunday in Advent
12 noon Communion Service 
Sunday 8th Dec.  2nd Sunday in Advent 
12 noon Gift Service 
 in aid of Fresh Start Borders
Sunday 15th Dec.  3rd Sunday in Advent 
12 noon Morning Worship
Sunday 22nd Dec.  4th Sunday in Advent 
12 noon Morning Worship
Tuesday 24th Dec. Christingle Service, Village Hall
5 pm followed by refreshments

Village Hall Lunches
Church members continue to be involved with the Ashkirk Village Hall lunches, which 
are going from strength to strength with up to 30 lunches being served, not including 
the staff, and we are pleased to welcome several friends from Selkirk.

Andy Bathgate
We had a good turnout for the visit of Andy Bathgate, CEO of Scripture Union 
Scotland, and were encouraged to hear about the appointment of a schools’ worker 
for the Borders.

Advent & Christmas
We welcome the season of Advent with Communion on Sunday 1st December. Anyone 
wishing to help with the decoration of the church on Saturday 7th December from 
10.30 am will be made very welcome. The 8th of December will be our Gift Service 
with gifts going to Fresh Start Borders. The highlight of our Christmas celebrations 
will be a Christingle Service in the Village Hall on Tuesday 24th December (Christmas 
Eve) at 5 pm, followed by refreshments.

Marjory and Fan are representing us in the new working group set up to find out how 
best to move forward in a cluster with Ettrick & Yarrow and Selkirk.
David J. Dalglish



 

Christmas Day  
  

  10.30 am 
  Celebrate Christ’s Birthday 
  Selkirk Parish Church
  united with Ashkirk
  Short Family Service

Christmas in Ashkirk see page 9

 

  

Sun
1st

Dec.

1st Sunday in Advent
10.15 am  Communion Service
7 pm  Advent Group (see page 8) 

  

Christmas Eve
 6.45 pm Living Nativity, Market Place
 7.30 pm Carol-singing, Market Place
 8.30 pm Churches Together Service
  Selkirk Parish Church
11.30 pm First Communion of Christmas
  with St John’s Episcopal Church  
  in Connections

Tues. 
24th
Dec.

Tues.
25th
Dec.

Wed 
4th

Dec.

11 am  Communion Service  
 

During
Advent

Gifts to fill the Advent Calendar Banner
for patients in BGH
(see page 19)

Gifts suitable for children and teenagers, with wrapping paper 
separate please, to be distributed by Social Work Dept.

7 pm  Advent Group

Sun.
8th

Dec.

2nd Sunday in Advent
10.15 am  Gift Service
  with Selkirk Silver Band

Sun.
15th
Dec.

   
3rd Sunday in Advent
10.15 am  Morning Service
3 pm  Service of Remembering
7 pm  Advent Group

Thurs.
19th
Dec.

   9.45 am  School Christmas service
3.30 pm  Carol Service 
  Mungo Park Court

Sun.
22nd
Dec.

   
4th Sunday in Advent
10.15 am  Christmas Family Service
  Taste & See party and lunch

Tues.
17th
Dec.

6 pm The Wise Men
 Christmas musical for all the family
      (see page 6) 

(see page 13)
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Children & Families Worker
The time since I wrote my first Hird article, back in August, has absolutely flown by! 
After enjoying a gentle introduction to the job over the summer, I've found that the 
following three months were shaped to the greatest extent by the young people's 
return to school and ever-increasing involvement with those communities.
Most weeks, I've been attending the Jesus And Me 
(JAM) sessions at Knowepark Primary School and 
I've been involved in both assemblies and classwork 
activities at Philiphaugh Primary School. It's wonderful 
to get the opportunity to meet the children and talk to 
them about our faith. In the coming weeks, I hope to visit 
each of the primary schools in Selkirk and participate in 
the preparations for Advent and Christmas. We remain 
profoundly thankful that the staff at all the local schools continue to welcome us 
and value our contributions to school life.

Our Homework Club (Mondays 4-5pm in the church hall) 
is now regularly attended by between four and eight young 
people. They generally work on their spellings and sums 
for a short while, ask for a little help checking them, and 
then enjoy a drink, some fruit and a piece of cake while we 

all chat. If that sounds like something you could do, we're looking to create a rota 
of volunteers for the new year, so please get in touch!

We're also working to promote the Open Door Breakfast (the morning of the 
first Monday of each month) as a place for parents and carers of young children 
to meet and find much needed friendship and support. Thanks to the staff at 
Rowlands for continuing to provide the Food Share bags that we distribute along 
with fliers about local organisations that can provide more sustained assistance 
if it is needed.
Winters can be challenging for young families, as the household budget is 
squeezed in a variety of ways. We are blessed indeed that so many members 
of our congregation feel called to give a little of their time, energy or support 
to activities that nurture families in our area. So, thankyou for the myriad ways 
in which you help; your voluntary work, your donations and your prayers are 
immeasurably valuable.
John Moley
cfw@selkirkparish.church
0775 334 1605
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 Selkirk Parish Church Christmas Card
The Selkirk Parish Church Christmas card is in the Meeting 
House throughout December. If you wish, you can sign the card 
and make a donation to Shelter, instead of giving lots of cards to 
church friends whom you see every week: an opportunity to share 

Christmas greetings, support homeless people and save paper! Whether or not 
you participate, take a look towards the end of December and read the lovely 
greetings, meant for all our church family.

 

5p Miles - continuing!

Having completed our second 5p mile at the end of 
2018, a small, but enthusiastic, group are continuing the journey, 
and have achieved 103 yards over the last 12 months, (£262.65).  
More travellers would be very welcome to join us.

Lynda McCraw

    A Service of Remembering

Christmas is for most people a happy time. Everywhere you look, 
you see pictures showing happy smiling faces, laughter and 
merriment. 

However, for many (and perhaps more than we imagine), Christmas 
can be a very painful, sad and difficult time. Illness, bereavement, 

sad memories or loneliness can each make this time very difficult to face and get 
through.

With this in mind, there will be a special “service of remembering” in the church 
side-chapel on Sunday 15th December at 3 pm. The service will begin and end 
with quiet reflection. There will be hymns, not carols, some readings and prayers. 
Tea and coffee will be served at the end of the service in the Meeting House, though 
some people may prefer to go away quietly. 

There will be an opportunity to have the names of loved ones no longer with us 
read out during the service in remembrance of them. Names of loved ones may be 
from either recent times or from  past years. A sheet of paper will be in the Meeting 
House from early November for names to be added. If you would like a name read 
out in memory but do not wish to attend, that is perfectly acceptable. Please feel 
free to phone Rev Margaret Steele (23308) or myself (22562) with the details.

Katrina Smith
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Wednesday’s Children
Every Wednesday evening, during the weekly prayer meeting, 
we run through the names of the children who come and go in 
our church, commending them to the care of  the Lord Jesus 

Christ; He gave His life so that they, in their time, might have an opportunity to trust 
Him as Saviour and commit their lives to Him. 
They have their problems, we know, their heart-aches even, but, as far as we can 
tell, they don’t encounter serious opposition, abuse or threats, let alone violence 
in their lives because of their faith. As we remember them week by week, let’s 
concentrate for a while on some children who are in a far different situation.
Kyrgyzstan is one of the autonomous republics formerly part of the USSR, where 
persecution is not much different from that under the former Soviet system. Christian 
children are encountering hostility there and even violence at school. Boys and girls 
are beaten and stoned by others, encouraged by the mullahs. One twelve-year-old 
Christian was beaten up at school, so the family moved to another city, but he was 
stoned at his new school. He has terrible headaches but, hard to believe, doctors 
refuse to treat him. His youngest sister suffered concussion when she was severely 
attacked by classmates. Pray for these Christian children, learning at such a young 
age what it means to suffer for Christ.
In Cuba, (a dreadful place to be a Christian, under a Marxist, atheist government) 
Pastor Ramón Rigal and his wife were jailed for home-schooling their children, Ruth 
(13) and Daniel (9,) to prevent them being bullied at school for their Christian faith 
and taught atheism at government schools. Daniel has had to go back to school 
again, Ruth is attending revision classes in the public library. Pray for the whole 
family, their parents in prison and their frail grandparents who now care for them.
Unknown to his parents, a six-year-old boy in Azerbaijan took Christian booklets 
to school as gifts for his classmates. The head teacher called the police, who then 
raided the boy’s home, seizing Bibles, other Christian literature and CD’s. Both 
parents were found guilty of ’storing unauthorised religious literature' and fined.

These are just three examples of a world-wide situation where whole families are 
involved.  Someone once described such children, whose lives are being made 
intolerable at school by classmates and teachers alike, as ‘little miracles of grace’. 

Good News: the Church in China is growing at an incredible rate, with about half 
a million baptisms a year; Chinese Christians love to read the Bible and typically 
go through it several times a year. Many Chinese come to faith through reading the 
Word of God; praise God that the authorities allow millions of Bibles to be printed 
for distribution there (3.34 million this year!)

David Taylor, Prayer Promoter
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Brexit, Brexit.  We hear it and see it 
everywhere we turn. It appears that 
nothing else is happening and that 
nothing else matters. But it does. 
Things are happening within our 
church. Remember the General 
Assembly back in June? Remember 
the “Radical Action Plan”, when it was 
stated that “the status quo was not an 
option”.

Changes are afoot at Presbytery, in 
Ministry, in sanctuaries all trying to 
prepare for 21st century church and the 
much diminished cohort of ministers 
available.

This is your church. Please use your 

voice if not your vote, on how you think 
these changes should be managed for 
the good of our church here in Selkirk 
and the community around us. (see 
page 5)

Silence is not an option you should 
adopt if you want changes that are 
good for us all. As the minister has 
said, “let us move forward in hope, in 
love sharing the light of God’s presence 
through all our actions.” Please speak 
with your Elder, your neighbour, your 
friends about the future of our church 
and let your opinion, your concerns, 
your hopes be known.

Thank you.
Colin MacIntosh, Selkirk Session Clerk

Times they are a changing ...

Fresh Start Borders
It has been a busy time for Fresh Start. In fact, the past 6 
months were the busiest since 2014. As a result, we are 
running short of some supplies. We would particularly 
welcome towels, but really any household items would be 
put to good use and would be much appreciated.  We also 
always need medium or large cardboard boxes. 

There is a box in the meeting house for donations or alternatively contact me. 
Glynis Wilkie. 01750 22494
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Looking ahead
The season of Advent is the time for us to lift our eyes and to 
look forward towards what lies ahead for us in the future.

During Advent, we reflect on the coming of Jesus, coming as 
an infant to the little town of Bethlehem. The tiny baby born at 
Christmas changed the whole of human history in the greatest 
way imaginable. We need to be reminded how tremendous an 
event it was.

The virgin birth claims that God had begun something new in Jesus and Mary, the 
mother of Jesus, the young Jewish girl who was willing to say Yes to the call of God. 
In her youth and lowliness, she is the first to believe and in her magnificent song, 
the first to proclaim the good news of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Mary was a very real person, who knew what it was to be anxious, to grieve and to 
suffer the worst nightmare of any mother. She suffered right from the conception of 
Jesus, her reputation being called into question, her prospective marriage at risk. 
We honour her because she became the mother of God’s eternal Son, who was to 
be the Saviour of the world.

The season of Advent brings into focus what is always in the Christian view.  Always, 
we look back in thankfulness to what God has done through his Son. Always, we 
look forward in hope to the fufillment of what the Lord Jesus Christ has achieved. 
His life, death and resurrection are full of promise, so that believing in the past today 
helps us to believe in our future. God did not send his Son into the world to judge 
the world, but that through him the world might be saved.

Christ has died,
Christ is risen,

Christ will come again.

Therefore we live out our discipleship between the “is risen” and the “will come”.

May the good tidings of peace and goodwill come to us all afresh, bringing us real 
joy and happiness this Advent season.

I take this opportunity of wishing you all a wonderful Chistmas, with much blessing 
in the New Year.             Margaret Johnstone

Sunday November 17th was the International Day of Prayer for the Persecuted 
Church. There has been a handmade petition on display in Westminster Abbey for 
the week. Pray that many eyes will have been opened and hearts touched when 
people see it - especially for the double vulnerability of Christian women, perse-
cuted for both faith and gender.
David Taylor, Prayer Promoter
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Notes from Kirk Session
Brief news from October and November meetings:
•	 Elders were encouraged to complete the survey “Well equipped spaces in the 

right places”. The results will go to next year’s General Assembly.
•	 Worship Leaders’ Course: Elissa Jones, Fiona Corbett and David Bethune 

have attended and completed the written assignments. They will be leading a 
service in the near future as part of the course.

•	 David Bethune will head up a small group, Building our Future, to look at how 
best our buildings can be used in the years ahead.

•	 Discussion and planning of meetings continued on the subject of the Presbytery 
plan, Ministry provision and the Church in the 21st Century. (see page 5)

•	 At the November meeting, John Moley, Children and Families Worker was 
welcomed and he told us a little about the work he is doing.

•	 An augmented choir will be formed to enhance our Christmas worship on 22nd 
December.

•	 Sheila Christer-Porteous has completed training as our new Safeguarding 
Coordinator and Margery Inglis is currently in training.

•	 Our office administrator has a new job and will finish working with us at the end 
of December. Please consider prayerfully if you know anyone to encourage to 
apply for the post.

Selkirk Church Friends
The new session of Selkirk Church Friends commenced on 1st October when the 
speaker, Andrew Laing, gave an interesting and informative illustrated talk on the 
Whithope Heritage Railway Line. John Smail provided our programme on 15th 
October. He told us a little about himself and some of the projects he had been 
involved in. He also showed an excellent DVD he had made called A Souter's Year. 

On 29th October Chris Robertson of Eckford came and showed us five different 
methods of card making. This was fascinating. She also brought a large selection of 
her cards to sell. At our last meeting on 12th November, Margery Inglis demonstrated 
Cake Decoration. She decorated four themed Christmas Cakes. The ladies are 
now looking forward to Country Dancing on 26th November then Christmas Lunch 
at The County Hotel on 10th December. There is always a warm welcome extended 
to existing and new members.

Jennifer Barrie
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Selkirk  
December
Thursday  5 2 pm CAMEO: Knowepark PS entertain
Friday 6  2.30 pm Service at Riverside 
Tuesday 10  12.30 pm Selkirk Church Friends, Christmas Lunch
Thursday  19 2 pm CAMEO: Christmas party
Thursday 19 3.30 pm Carol Service at Mungo Park Court
Friday 20  2.30 pm Carol Service at Riverside
Sunday  22 2.30 pm Carol Service at Thornfield House
January 2019
Sunday  5 2.30 pm Service at Thornfield House 
Tuesday   7      2 pm Selkirk Church Friends: Ian Watson
Thursday  9 2 pm CAMEO: Bingo! 
Sunday  12  11 am Morning Worship, please note time change
Sunday  19  11 am Morning Worship, please note time change 
  1 pm Taste and See Pool Party
Tuesday   21      2 pm Selkirk Church Friends:  Selkirk Community Shed
Thursday  23 2 pm CAMEO: Hilary Bell & John Nichol
  3.30 pm Service at Mungo Park Court
Sunday  26  11 am Morning Worship, please note time change
February
Sunday  2  11 am Morning Worship, followed by lunch 
     please note time change
Tuesday   4      2 pm Selkirk Church Friends:  Memories/Games

  Situation Vacant
We are looking for an office administrator (3 mornings 
per week, 6 hours in total, £9 an hour) to undertake 
administrative duties supporting Ashkirk and Selkirk 
churches.
The role would be based at Selkirk Parish Church.
Applicants will need to observe strict confidentiality, 

have strong communication and interpersonal skills,  experience of meeting 
deadlines whilst delivering to a high standard, experience of using computer 
programmes including Word and Excel and familiarity with web-based services.
If you believe you have these qualities and would like to be considered please 
email your CV to Mr Colin Macintosh by 8th December or call to discuss further.
Email: moshi_mac@yahoo.co.uk 

Phone: 01835 822035



19

The records on this page are as up-to-date as possible.  We apologise for 
any omissions that may have occurred.

     Selkirk
Aug. 23  John Johnston   
   Lindean Farm Cottage  

Sept. 11  Jean Scott 
   36 West Port

 21  Dickson Hogg 
   32 Hillview Crescent 

 27  Margaret Ballantyne  
   Thornfield Nursing Home

Oct. 4  Alexander Cockburn
   5 Cockpen View
   Bonnyrigg 

   
 7   Margaret Kerr 
   28 Kingsland Ave

 9   Isma Henderson 
   Bankview Nursing Home   
   Banknock 

 13  Kenneth Robertson  
   Knowesouth Nursing Home

 15  James Heatlie 
   44 Scott Crescent

Nov. 6  Douglas Hannah  
   36 Hillside Terrace

Bereavements

Advent Banner
Every year, it is one of our customs to display in church an Advent 
Calendar with a difference.  Instead of taking presents out, we put 
them in, and we have been doing so for over a quarter of a century 
now.  Small gifts (non edible, gift wrapped and marked as suitable 
for male or female) are placed in the pockets of the calendar 
throughout the period of Advent.  These are then collected and 
delivered to Borders General Hospital for distribution (by the BGH 
Santa) to those who will be in hospital over the Christmas period.  
Please contribute if you can as it really makes a big impression on patients to be 
remembered in this way.

Pauline Davidson

Christmas Generosity
Another opportunity to reflect God’s generosity to us is to bring a gift for the Gift 
Service on Sunday 8th December. This time, the gift is for a child or teenager and 
should not be wrapped. The Social Work Department will distribute the gifts to 
families in time for Christmas.  Separate wrapping paper is helpful.
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Items for the February issue of The Hird should be iwith the 
editor by 19th January.

Session Clerk:
Marjory Dooley,
Castanea, The Woll, Ashkirk
Tel:  01750 32710
marjory.dooley@yahoo.co.uk

Treasurer:
Harry Dooley,
Castanea, The Woll, Ashkirk
Tel:  01750 32710
hddooley@yahoo.co.uk

Ashkirk
Minister:  
Rev. Margaret Steele, 1 Loanside, Selkirk, TD7 4DJ Tel:  01750 23308
MSteele@churchofscotland.org.uk

SelkirkMinister:  
Rev. Margaret Steele  
1 Loanside, Selkirk, TD7 4DJ
Tel:  01750 23308
MSteele@churchofscotland.org.uk
Session Clerk:
Colin MacIntosh
Tel:  01835 822035
moshi_mac@yahoo.co.uk
Treasurer:
Lynda McCraw 
Tel:  21971
mrs_houseproud@yahoo.co.uk 
Gift Aid Convener: 
Gillian Grant
Tel:  22206
shawpark292@btinternet.com
Children and Families Worker:
John Moley
Tel: 07753 341605 
cfw@selkirkparish.church
Sunday Gang contact: 
Louise Raffier   
Tel:  23125
louiseeduff@hotmail.com

Cleaner:
Carole Neilson
Hird Editor:
Anne Bethune
Tel:  21703
anne@dbethune.com

Church Administrator:
Vicki Macfarlane (until end Dec.19)
Office Hours: Wed - Fri, 10-12 noon    Tel:  20078
office@selkirkparish.church


