
John 11 v 1-27, 45 

11 A man named Lazarus, who lived in Bethany, became sick. Bethany was the town where 

Mary and her sister Martha lived. (2 This Mary was the one who poured the perfume on the 

Lord's feet and wiped them with her hair; it was her brother Lazarus who was sick.) 3 The 

sisters sent Jesus a message: “Lord, your dear friend is sick.” 

4 When Jesus heard it, he said, “The final result of this sickness will not be the death of 

Lazarus; this has happened in order to bring glory to God, and it will be the means by which 

the Son of God will receive glory.” 

5 Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 6 Yet when he received the news that Lazarus 

was sick, he stayed where he was for two more days. 7 Then he said to the disciples, “Let us 

go back to Judea.” 

8 “Teacher,” the disciples answered, “just a short time ago the people there wanted to stone 

you; and are you planning to go back?” 

9 Jesus said, “A day has twelve hours, doesn't it? So those who walk in broad daylight do not 

stumble, for they see the light of this world. 10 But if they walk during the night they stumble, 

because they have no light.” 11 Jesus said this and then added, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen 

asleep, but I will go and wake him up.” 

12 The disciples answered, “If he is asleep, Lord, he will get well.”  13 Jesus meant that 

Lazarus had died, but they thought he meant natural sleep. 14 So Jesus told them plainly, 

“Lazarus is dead, 15 but for your sake I am glad that I was not with him, so that you will 

believe. Let us go to him.” 

16 Thomas (called the Twin) said to his fellow disciples, “Let us all go along with the Teacher, 

so that we may die with him!”  17 When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had been buried 

four days before. 18 Bethany was less than two miles from Jerusalem, 19 and many Judeans 

had come to see Martha and Mary to comfort them about their brother's death.   20 When 

Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went out to meet him, but Mary stayed in the 

house. 21 Martha said to Jesus, “If you had been here, Lord, my brother would not have 

died! 22 But I know that even now God will give you whatever you ask him for.” 23 “Your 

brother will rise to life,” Jesus told her.  24 “I know,” she replied, “that he will rise to life on 

the last day.” 

25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me will live, 

even though they die; 26 and those who live and believe in me will never die. Do you believe 

this?” 27 “Yes, Lord!” she answered. “I do believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, 

who was to come into the world.” 

45 Many of the people who had come to visit Mary saw what Jesus did, and they believed in 

him. 

 

 



Many of us have known this story since we were little.  It throws up many adult questions though. 

God’s delays 

Can you imagine what Martha and Mary thought when Jesus didn’t come to them immediately?  Had He 

abandoned them?  Was He not who He said He was?  Why the wait?  All questions people, including 

ourselves, are prone to asking today.   

Both Martha and Mary told Jesus that if he’d been there when Lazarus died, then Lazarus would have 

been healed.  If... , and when attached to the word only... the phrase becomes one of the most destructive 

phrases in the English language.  If only you had... if only I had...  I’m sure we can all think of times 

when we’ve said it and the guilt it produces in us and others. 

 

I wonder what you make of this statement made by one commentator, The Lord’s purpose is not to make 

us happy but to make us holy.
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Had Jesus been there before Lazarus died then Martha, Mary, those around and we the readers down 

through the centuries would not have had the privilege of seeing a miracle, nor received the teaching that 

Jesus is the One who brings a new, eternal, fulfilling way of living .  Yes, at the moment we still die 

physically, but Jesus tells us that as we put our trust in Him then His eternal life giving presence is with 

us now in the present, through death and on in to the life to come.                                                                                                           

Martha is being encouraged not only to BELIEVE that Jesus is the Resurrection and the Life but also to 

TRUST that He is.  Belief is more about agreeing to doctrinal statements whereas trust is about a 

relationship.  Christianity is all about relationship: people’s relationship with God the Father, Jesus who 

came to save us and the Holy Spirit who comes today to bring us the experience of God in our lives.  

Obviously both belief and trust are required, but trust in Jesus is what changes our lives. 

God’s timing is never our timing.  He sees the overall picture while we see only a very small part of it.  

As Bruce Milne says, our imperfect desires make us want immediate answers and render us unprepared 

for the patient ripening of God’s plans.
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Our praying 

Often we focus solely on the miracle in this passage and miss out the prayer that Jesus makes; a prayer 

that helps us to pray in the situations we and the world face today. 

a) Jesus was very confident in His relationship with God as Father.  He instructed His disciples to pray 

saying Our Father.  We too are called to cry out to our Father God with our own personal concerns and 

our concerns for the world.   Christians across Britain are being encouraged to light a candle in a window 

and pray at 7 pm every Sunday evening while this lockdown continues.                                                       

 b) Jesus was very confident that God as Father would hear His prayer.  So often we wonder how we 

should pray.  Here is good news; the Bible reminds us that we have the privilege of knowing that when 
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we don’t know what to pray, then the Holy Spirit Himself pleads with God for us in groans that words 

cannot express.  And God who sees into our hearts, knows what the thought of the Spirit is because the 

Spirit pleads with God on behalf of his people and in accordance with His will.  (Romans 8:26, 27)  Let 

us then know that God does hear all the prayers we make 

c) Jesus was very confident that God would answer His prayer.  Jesus was specific in His prayer, God 

heard and answered in His timing and that reminded all those present that God was the One to be 

worshipped and adored.  God invites us to be specific in our prayers.  We do not know how He will 

answer but He calls us to pray without ceasing for ourselves and our world believing that God will find a 

way to answer especially when we cannot see any way ahead 

I leave you with the words of a song by Don Moen.  

God will make a way where there seems to be no way.  He works in ways we cannot see He 

will make a way for me (and our world) 

He will be my guide Hold me closely to His side with love and strength for each new day He 

will make a way.3                                         

Let us pray that people will turn back to God and so receive His healing, forgiving, love in their lives 

which in turn will bring peace and health to our world. 
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