
The Reflections in Holy Week will continue our thinking on Who is He from the carol Who is He in 

Yonder Stall. Our reading today is from John’s Gospel Chapter 12 verses 1-8 

Six days before the Passover, Jesus went to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, the man he had raised from 

death. 2 They prepared a dinner for him there, which Martha helped serve; Lazarus was one of those who 

were sitting at the table with Jesus. 3 Then Mary took a whole pint of a very expensive perfume made of 

pure nard, poured it on Jesus' feet, and wiped them with her hair. The sweet smell of the perfume filled 

the whole house. 4 One of Jesus' disciples, Judas Iscariot—the one who was going to betray him—

said, 5 “Why wasn't this perfume sold for three hundred silver coins[a] and the money given to the 

poor?” 6 He said this, not because he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief. He carried the 

money bag and would help himself from it. 7 But Jesus said, “Leave her alone! Let her keep what she has 

for the day of my burial. 8 You will always have poor people with you, but you will not always have me.” 

 

Who would you say is a controversial figure in our time?  Someone who some folk love and follow 

passionately, while others can’t stand and resist resolutely? 

Jesus, we are told, said two things that at first glance seem to be contradictory.  He said He came to bring 

peace – the peace that passes all understanding but in another part of the Bible He says His coming would 

bring division.  How can both be true? 

The story that we have just read perhaps helps. 

Our world has shunned God over many years. Instead of the way of loving others it’s been the way of 

selfishness, greed, my rights over yours.  Down through the years God has chosen to show us where 

we’ve gone wrong yet leaves it up to us to decide whether to turn back to Him or not. 

Holy Week is God’s one very powerful way of speaking His love into our lives in order that we might 

reconsider our priorities.  Jesus coming to earth as a person – a perfect person – willing to sacrifice 

Himself in our place shows  

Such love – such selfless love. How can we not respond? 

Such love – such selfless love; poured out on Jesus as perfume and tears are mingled together by a 

woman whose life has been transformed by meeting Jesus, experiencing His love and His forgiveness in 

her life. 

Such love - of self; seen as the greedy one chose his path of betrayal despite having been a close friend of 

Jesus for three years, perhaps misunderstanding the way Jesus would become king. 

Such love – such selfless love - seen today in the countless actions of the many volunteers and front-line 

workers. 

Such love – of self; seen in the actions of the few who resist authority and instruction. 

God longs for our world to choose life over death, hope over despair, love over fear, yet in His love 

allows us the privilege of choice.  Consequences follow.  Our world for too long has lived in ways that 

destroy our planet, the people living here which in turn has destroyed our friendship with the only One 

who really cares for us, deeply and forever – God Himself. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+12%3A1-8&version=GNT#fen-GNT-29625a


The answer to the world’s problems is to turn back to God, to admit our mistakes, our failures, to accept 

His forgiveness, then to choose to be a Mary not a Judas.   

 Who is He in Yonder Stall?  Jesus, friend, forgiver, challenger, peace bringer yet also the one who allows 

for division because He gives each person the freedom to choose to follow His ways or not. 

This Monday of Holy Week let us commit ourselves to accepting Jesus’ forgiving love let us allow that 

love to influence the way we live our lives for the good of others.  May we pray. 

Let us pray for a worldwide realisation of our need to turn to God once more. 

Let us pray for a mass turning back to God in sorrow and regret for the wrong we have and continue to 

do. 

Let us pray for an outpouring of God’s forgiveness seen through His Holy Spirit pouring out God’s love 

into our lives once more 

Let us pray for God’s will to be done so that His Kingdom of love, forgiveness, hope, renewal and light 

will be seen here on earth in new ways of living. 

May this time of isolation be a time of reflection which leads to new life. 

We conclude with the words of the hymn 

We lay our broken world in sorrow at your feet, 
Haunted by hunger, war and fear, oppressed by power and hate                                                       
Where human life seems less that profit, might and pride, 
Though to unite us all in you You lived and loved and died. 

We bring our broken towns, our neighbours hurt and bruised; 
You show us how old pain and wounds for new life can be used.                                                                     
We bring our broken hopes for lives of dignity; 
Workless and overworked you love and call us to be free. 

We bring our broken loves, friends parted, families torn; 
Then in your life and death we see that love must be reborn.                                                                                     
We bring our broken selves, confused and closed and tired; 
Then through your gift of healing grace new purpose is inspired. 

O Spirit, on us breathe, with life and strength anew; 
Find in us love, and hope and trust, and lift us up to you. 

We are ruled by the love of Christ, now that we recognize that one man died for everyone, which means 

that they all share in his death. He died for all, so that those who live should no longer live for 

themselves, but only for him who died and was raised to life for their sake. 2 Corinthians 5:14-15 GNT 

Blessing 

May the peace that passes all understanding keep your hearts and your minds in the knowledge and love 

of Christ Amen 
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