
Philippians 2:5-11 

5 The attitude you should have is the one that Christ Jesus had: 6 He always had the nature 

of God, but he did not think that by force he should try to remain equal with God. 
7 Instead of this, of his own free will he gave up all he had, and took the nature of a servant. 

He became like a human being and appeared in human likeness.  8 He was humble and 

walked the path of obedience all the way to death — his death on the cross. 9 For this reason 

God raised him to the highest place above and gave him the name that is greater than any 

other name. 
10 And so, in honour of the name of Jesus all beings in heaven, on earth, and in the world 

below will fall on their knees,11 and all will openly proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 

glory of God the Father. 

 

What makes Christianity any different from other religions?  Or to put it another way, don’t all 

religions lead to God?  I would suggest that there are many differences but this passage tells us of the 

most important of these.  Paul in the first four verses details the benefits of being a Christian, of 

knowing and loving God, the God gives strength, comfort and as a Christian family together we 

provide each other with compassion and kindness.   

Paul here gives us a beautiful statement of Christian belief.  What makes Christianity different is that 

God came to earth as Jesus, lived as a person, died an excruciatingly, horrible death on a cross, 

defeated death by rising again and living for ever in heaven once more.  Living in heaven yes, but not 

living remotely from His creation, for Jesus promised that He would send His Holy Spirit to be our 

help, our comfort and our Guide in this life.  We are not separated from God any more.  God took the 

initiative.  God solved the problem of separation which evil brings to the world.  All we have to do is 

believe and trust.  That’s different from other religions. 

 

This passage reminds us that God, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit in heaven enjoy a relationship of 

pure love; love for themselves and for their creation – that’s you and me.  

We were made to be bound together with God through love.  In the garden of Eden initially that is 

what happened. A free and easy relationship between people and God. 

 

That relationship was broken by us, severed for ever when we chose to disobey God’s instructions.  

No more love, no more selfless friendship, everyone out for themselves.  No hope for the future. 

 

Except that God had other ideas – He loved us so much that He came to earth to show us that love.  

And so, unimaginably the Maker of all things became a single fertilised egg dividing until a foetus 

took shape, inside Mary, until Jesus the Son of God was born.  



Jesus, born as a man.  Jesus totally human as we had originally been, he laughed, he cried, he spoke, 

he ate, he felt pain, he slept.  But he didn’t just come as any man.  He came as a servant.  He could 

have come as a king and lorded it over us, demanded that we follow.  But that is not the way of love.  

Love shows care, concern, love shows humility and obedience.  The only way that the gap between 

man and God could be overcome was if a perfect man took the punishment and that punishment was 

death. 

 

Jesus full of glory, full of wisdom, full of power gave up everything that he had, including his life.  

Jews and the Romans would not mention the cross by name.  It was the most horrible death anyone 

could go through.  It was reserved for the worst criminal. Jesus, the innocent victim, went to death 

to prove that God loves you and the world.   

 

Remember that Jesus did not just experience this torturous death - He chose it. He chose it to bring 

peace between us and God.  1 Peter. 2:24 says and He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, 

that we might die to sin and live to righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed. 

Jesus chose it for you and for me.  By an act of will –and that is the difference between Jesus’ 

sacrifice and the sacrifices of the Old Testament.  The poor sheep and goats didn’t have any say in the 

matter.  Jesus did. 

 

The passage goes on to tell us that Jesus was restored to His place in heaven, with all the glory, with 

all the power, with all the praise from creation surging up to him. I don’t believe that Jesus knew that 

this ending was a foregone conclusion – otherwise why would he have cried out on the cross, “My 

God, my God why have you forsaken me.”  He didn’t know that folk would follow him, but He knew 

it was the only way that they would have the opportunity to follow him. 

 

Our response to this overwhelmingly, generous sacrificial love?  To have the same attitude as Jesus 

has: to love one another, putting others interests first.  No other religion does that.  No other religion’s 

God gets His hands dirty.  Other religions ask that you be good, work hard and care for others yes, but 

from a selfish motive because they believe that working for others will bring brownie points and will 

help to save you.   

Only Christianity believes that God does the saving work.  You can relax in His arms, in His love, 

knowing that you are a precious and cherished child because of the cross. And then allow Jesus’ 

attitude change your attitude from self centred to God centred, from pride to humility and go walk in 

His way, to His glory.  Amen. 


