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WELCOME and BIBLE VERSE Revelation 7:11-12 

11 All the angels were standing round the throne and round the elders and the four living creatures. 

They fell down on their faces before the throne and worshipped God, 12 saying: ‘Amen! Praise and 

glory and wisdom and thanks and honour and power and strength be to our God for ever and ever. 

Amen!’ 

HYMN   All People that on earth do dwell 

All people that on earth do dwell, sing to the Lord with cheerful voice 

Him serve with mirth His praise forth tell, come ye before Him and rejoice. 

 

Know that the Lord is God indeed, without our aid He did us make 

We are His folk He doth us feed and for His sheep He doth us take. 

 

O enter then His gates with praise, approach with joy His courts unto 

Praise laud and bless His name always for it is seemly so to do 

 

For why the Lord our God is good, His mercy is forever sure 

His truth at all times firmly stood, and shall from age to age endure. 

 

                                                PRAYER of Adoration and Confession 

Holy and Almighty God, God of all ages, your Presence throughout the years has brought forth praise 

from your people.  Today we join our voices with those from the past, others in the present and those still 

to come as we worship you our God and our Lord.  The God of all time and no time we worship you. 

Your Presence has brought your people challenge, comfort and direction.  You brought the Israelites out 

of captivity into their own land.  You provided a way for them to live for you. When they rebelled you 

waited patiently and you rejoiced when they returned seeking your forgiveness and your close presence 

once more.  Holy God you do the same for us today.  We worship you. 

Lord Jesus you are the way the truth and the life.  Life lived your way brings hope, help and healing.  

Your presence brought your people the knowledge that they were not alone as they met with you talked 

with you watched you share God’s love with all you met. 

Lord Jesus we bring your our praise as we acknowledge that you are the same today as you were when 

you were here on earth and your promise is that you will be the same into the future.  

Holy Spirit of God it is you who comes alongside us today bringing us the power of God’s Presence, the 

peace of God’s Presence and the promise that God will never leave us nor forsake us.  In humble 

adoration we worship you.   



We recognise all that you have done for us Lord God, the promises you have made and yet we also 

recognise that we fail to take them seriously so often.  We wander away from your care and protection. 

Sometimes by default, sometimes deliberately.  Lord we are ashamed as we know only too well that we 

cannot live without you.  Forgive us please.  Help us return to those open arms of love which you offer us 

and hear you tell us, “Come my child your sins are forgiven, come rest awhile with me and I will show 

you the way.” 

Thank you from the bottom of our hearts for the way in which you love us and guide us. 

In Jesus’ name we pray saying together the words he taught. 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  

your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.  

 

READING   Acts 4 various verses.    Read by Harry Dooley 

From The Message 

1-4 While Peter and John were addressing the people, the priests, the chief of the Temple police, and 

some Sadducees came up, indignant that these upstart apostles were instructing the people and 

proclaiming that the resurrection from the dead had taken place in Jesus. They arrested them and 

threw them in jail until morning, for by now it was late in the evening. But many of those who listened 

had already believed the Message—in round numbers about five thousand! 

-7 The next day a meeting was called in Jerusalem. The rulers, religious leaders, religion scholars, 

everybody who was anybody was there. They stood Peter and John in the middle of the room and 

grilled them: “Who put you in charge here? What business do you have doing this?” 

 With that, Peter, full of the Holy Spirit, let loose..... I’ll be completely frank with you—we have 

nothing to hide. By the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, the One you killed on a cross, the One God 

raised from the dead, by means of his name this man stands before you healthy and whole. Jesus is 

‘the stone you masons threw out, which is now the cornerstone.’ Salvation comes no other way; no 

other name has been or will be given to us by which we can be saved, only this one.” 

From the Good News Version 

23 As soon as Peter and John were set free, they returned to their group and told them what the chief 

priests and the elders had said. 24 When the believers heard it, they all joined together in prayer to God: 

“Master and Creator of heaven, earth, and sea, and all that is in them! 25 By means of the Holy Spirit 

you spoke through our ancestor David, your servant, when he said, 



‘Why were the Gentiles furious; why did people make their useless plots? 26 The kings of the earth 

prepared themselves and the rulers met together against the Lord and his Messiah.’ 27 For indeed 

Herod and Pontius Pilate met together in this city with the Gentiles and the people of Israel against 

Jesus, your holy Servant, whom you made Messiah. 28 They gathered to do everything that you by your 

power and will had already decided would happen. 29 And now, Lord, take notice of the threats they 

have made, and allow us, your servants, to speak your message with all boldness. 30 Reach out your 

hand to heal, and grant that wonders and miracles may be performed through the name of your holy 

Servant Jesus.” 31 When they finished praying, the place where they were meeting was shaken. They 

were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to proclaim God's message with boldness. 

 

REFLECTION 

Imagine the scene. Peter and John have just witnessed God acting through Peter to heal the lame man. 

They’ve heard God speaking to the crowd through Peter’s voice and now they see 5000 people coming to 

faith.  I’m sure they were experiencing a high – you do when you see God at work. It would be natural for 

their adrenaline to be flowing that bit more freely allowing them to enjoy the moment. Yet in a few 

sentences it all changes. 

 

Tom Wright’s title for Chapter 4 in his commentary on Acts is Resurrection plus the Name of Jesus 

Equals Trouble!  He then goes on to quote a bishop who complained that he didn’t seem to be having the 

same impact as the first apostles.  “Everywhere St Paul went,” he said there was a riot.  “Everywhere I go 

they serve tea.”  Mind you we’re talking of Peter here not Paul but I can sympathise with the sentiment. 

All the “high heidjins,” were there that day – all those in power who mattered – or thought they mattered!  

All the ones with clout who could make things happen or not; the wealthy aristocrats, the religious leaders 

and the police.  The ones who thought they were the movers and the shakers.  Lord Acton the historian 

and moralist said this, “Power corrupts and absolute power corrupts absolutely.” It is so easy for those in 

authority to abuse the power they’ve been given.  And when something or someone comes to threaten that 

power then they will go on the attack for their very livelihood is threatened. 

 

And that is what was happening here.  The powerful name of Jesus was bringing healing and hope to all.  

Peter and John were preaching that this Jesus who was dead was now alive and through His Spirit was 

bringing new life and a new way of living into folks’ lives.  A way that threatened the existing order and 

that wouldn’t do for those in charge. 

So out they came with all guns blazing, arresting Peter and John, then challenging them, though they were 

on a sticky wicket as they as well as the crowd could see that the man who couldn’t walk was now not 

just walking but leaping too!  Many in the crowd had not only seen the miracle but had heard the apostles 



preaching and were convinced that Jesus was indeed the Messiah they had been waiting for all these years 

and resolved to follow in His way.  5,000 – a lot of folk for the authorities to be at odds with. 

It’s part and parcel of life and living that when you’ve been on an up then a down will follow.  Think of 

Elijah having watched God up the mountain when he very clearly showed that He was the One true God.  

Not long after that we find Elijah cowering and scared because he thinks he’s the only one left and the 

Queen is coming to get him.  Think too of Jesus coming into the welcome of Palm Sunday his week 

turning rapidly to the jeers of Good Friday.  Whenever God is at work the devil is not far behind.  Yet as 

Christians we believe that God has won the victory through Jesus’ death and resurrection.  That doesn’t 

stop bad things happening but the promise is that God through His Spirit is with us through them.  He it is 

who will give strength to the powerless, comfort to the comfortless and who will lift up tired arms. 

 

What do you do when you are challenged about your faith?   

Peter responds with a similar message to the one he gave to the crowds on the Day of Pentecost. “The one 

you crucified is now alive and it is in the power of His name that we do these things,” he answers their 

question.   And then the clarion call: salvation is to be found in Him, Jesus, alone; in all the world 

there is no one else whom God has given who can save us.  That would be a pretty clear message.  The 

message to which the people responded. 

 

People power – there are times when we see it in action today – times when the rulers of today need to sit 

up, take notice and act. 

The rulers didn’t like it and went on the attack. 

They dismissed Peter and John as men of no education- well no formal education – they had not been 

taught in the school of Rabbis -but yet Peter uses a Psalm in a very profound way – a way in which one 

commentator suggests would normally only be found in someone schooled for many years. 

He may not have had learning from books but much more importantly he had learning through first-hand 

experience.  Being with Jesus, seeing the way in which he used Scripture to show who he was and what 

he’d come to do;  allowing Him to influence our lives brings us a learning that no other can bring.  After 

all He is the WAY, the TRUTH and the LIFE.  The Sunday Gang in Selkirk learned the golden oldie 

chorus last Sunday which reminds us that Jesus is the Way the truth the life and without the way there is 

no going, without the truth there is no knowing and without the life there is no living.  Reading books, 

learning from others are all important but all that does is help you know about whatever you’re reading.  

It’s a whole different ball game to actually get to know a person personally. The same is true for Jesus.  

That is what he offers each one of us. A personal fulfilling relationship. 

 

After challenging Peter and John, the authorities threatened them and told them to stop speaking about 

Jesus and His life changing way. Yet that is like stopping breathing for the Christian – impossible. 



The resurrection plus the Name of Jesus certainly equalled trouble for the apostles. 

And it does for us today.  We face many battles.  It often seems as if the authorities of our day seek to 

quash our speaking out about our faith.  They do it in the name of inclusion – everyone has a right to their 

own belief – absolutely correct they do, but in this age of inclusion comes an exclusion of Christian 

thinking and speaking.  I wonder is that because our message is a message that threatens the existing way 

of life?  Salvation is to be found in Jesus alone.  Exclusive, perhaps, but totally inclusive as well.  Jesus 

died that the whole world might be saved – you can’t get much more inclusive than that! 

 

How do we cope with the battles we face?  Let’s look at how the apostles coped.  You might think 

they’d go back to the others with long faces and tales of woe. Not so, they went back and together they 

prayed.  Just as the Lord’s prayer is a good example for us to follow so too is the prayer we hear here. 

First and foremost they lifted their eyes, their minds and their hearts from the predicament they found 

themselves in and focused instead on God, acknowledging Him as Creator, as the One who reveals 

Himself through the spoken word and who has been and is active in history.  You made, you spoke, you 

decided, they said bringing Him their praise.  You’ll find that many of the Psalms do that too.  When in 

trouble focus on God not the trouble. Easy to say, not easy to do.  Remind yourself of who he is and what 

he’s already done and praise him for that. Once we’ve focused on God, then we can focus on our 

predicament. 

 

It was only after the apostles had praised God that they brought Him their concerns. 

“Take notice of their threats,” they pleaded.  But did you notice what they did not ask for. They didn’t ask 

for the threats to go away, or for them to be protected from them, rather they asked for boldness to 

continue to share the Good News of God’s love for all.  They recognised that everything was and is under 

God’s control.  In faith they believed that God would show them the way through as they faithfully, 

boldly continued to spread the message, while at the same time inviting God to perform miracles of 

healing in order that folks might believe. 

God answered their prayer for boldness as the Holy Spirit came upon them.  Their lives also showed a 

new way of living as they shared all their belongings.  We hear that they were of one heart and one mind.  

That would provide a powerful example to those around them. 

 

I wonder if you long for miracles to take place today – perhaps you say if only, then folk would believe.  

This was a very special time – right at the beginning of the early church, a time when God did graciously 

show himself in power and through miracle.  I believe that miracles still occur today but they are not 

everyday events – otherwise they wouldn’t be classed as miracles.  I think we need to be careful too and 

remember that Jesus wouldn’t perform them to order.  Faith should lead us to trust God’s ways at all 



times, recognising that his power is to be seen in many different ways and in ways that might cause us to 

wonder.  After all God used the authorities of the day to allow for Jesus’ death and resurrection. 

Whatever battle you are facing today know that God is with you.  Whatever battle you are facing today 

know that God promises to see you through, bringing you his powerful presence day by day.   

Be still for the presence of the Lord the holy one is with you. Amen  

 

PRAYER of Intercession        Elise Williams and David Bethune 

 

Loving Heavenly Father, creator of this world and mankind, we thank you for your gift of love. 

At this sad time, we pray for your world and ask you to draw close to those who are sick in hospital, 

bereaved and in difficult situations. 

We thank you for all our blessings, for food, a roof over our heads and a place of refuge to sleep.  We 

remember in prayer those, both here and abroad, who have none of these privileges. 

We pray for our surgeons, doctors, nurses, carers and key workers who are working around the clock to 

help those who are stricken by this virus.  Give them the strength to carry on. We thank you for their 

skills and knowledge, given to them by you.  We also hold in prayer our scientists who are trying so hard 

to find a vaccine. 

We thank you for your Holy Word.  May it be a lantern for our feet, and a strength to our lives.  Grant us 

the serenity to accept the things we cannot change, the courage to change the things we can, and the 

wisdom to know the difference. 

We remember in prayer the elderly and lonely.  Please draw close to them and give them the peace that 

only you can give.  We ask for your hand to be upon those who are unable to come home at this time, and 

pray that a way will be found to let your people go. 

With you, all these things as possible. 

Gracious and Holy Father, give us the wisdom to perceive you, the diligence to seek you, eyes to behold 

you and a heart to meditate upon you, through the power of the Spirit of Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 

 

Heavenly Father, We thank you for the freedom we have to live our faith in you without fear of 

persecution or opposition.  We pray for those in countries where to do so risks life and livelihood.  

Particularly, we pray for your people in North Korea, Yemen and in parts of the Middle East and North 

Africa. 

We pray that we may share a little of the confidence and boldness of Peter and John to speak openly of 

our faith in you.  May our witness in both words and action bring encouragement and comfort to those in 

need here in Selkirk, Ashkirk and the Valleys. In Jesus’ name,   Amen. 

 

 



HYMN  At the Name of Jesus   (some variation on the words/verses) 

 

At the name of Jesus every knee shall bow, every tongue confess Him King of glory now 

‘tis the Father’s pleasure we should call Him Lord, who from the beginning was the mighty word 

 

Humbled for a season to receive a name, from the lips of sinners unto whom He came 

Faithfully he bore it spotless to the last, brought it back victorious when from death He passed 

 

In your hearts enthrone Him there let him subdue, all that is not holy all that is not true 

Crown Him as your captain in temptation’s hour let His will enfold you in its light and power 

 

Truly this Lord Jesus shall return again, with His Father’s glory with His angel train 

For all wreaths of empire meet upon His brow and our hearts confess Him King of Glory now 

 

BENEDICTION 

The God of hope, give you courage in your troubles, 

Christ the Redeemer give you the joy of salvations 

The Holy Spirit of God be your strength in times of weakness 

Go knowing the blessing of the Presence of Almighty God Father Son and Spirit in your life today Amen 


