
Psalm 104: 33, 34 

I will sing to the Lord all my life; as long as I live I will sing praises to my God.  May he be pleased 

with my song, for my gladness comes from Him. 

 

HYMN   Spirit of God unseen as the wind 

Spirit of God unseen as the wind, gentle as is the dove 

Teach us the truth and help us believe, show us the Saviour's love 

You spoke to us long, long ago, gave us the written word 

We read it still needing its truth, through it God's voice is heard  

 

Spirit of God unseen as the wind, gentle as is the dove 

Teach us the truth and help us believe, show us the Saviour's love 

Without your help we fail our Lord, we cannot live his way 

We need your power we need your strength, following Christ each day. 

 

Spirit of God unseen as the wind, gentle as is the dove 

Teach us the truth and help us believe, show us the Saviour's love 

 

READING    Acts 2: 1-9, 11-12 

 

When the day of Pentecost came, all the believers were gathered together in one place. 
2 

Suddenly there 

was a noise from the sky which sounded like a strong wind blowing, and it filled the whole house 

where they were sitting. 
3 

Then they saw what looked like tongues of fire which spread out and touched 

each person there. 
4 

They were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to talk in other languages, as 

the Spirit enabled them to speak. 

5 
There were Jews living in Jerusalem, religious people who had come from every country in the 

world. 
6 
When they heard this noise, a large crowd gathered. They were all excited, because all of them 

heard the believers talking in their own languages. 
7 

In amazement and wonder they exclaimed, “These 

people who are talking like this are Galileans! 
8 
How is it, then, that all of us hear them speaking in 

our own native languages?  ...  All of us hear them speaking in our own languages about the great 

things that God has done!” 
12 

Amazed and confused, they kept asking each other, “What does this 

mean?” 

 

 

 

 

 



REFLECTION 
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We shouldn’t have been surprised, not if we’d had any sense; it was what we’d been told to expect. What 

he’d promised us. 

But we never imagined anything quite so extraordinary.  We were waiting, it is true gathered together as 

so often before. But we’d been doing that for days and our confidence had taken a hammering. 

We were going through the motions, that’s all. Telling each other he hadn’t forgotten us. Talking of the 

future as thought we still believed in it. Yet, wondering in our hearts if there was anything to look forward 

to.  I mean, what could we hope to achieve when all was said and done?  What reason to think that we, a 

motley bunch if ever there was one, should fare better than our master? 

We wanted to carry on his work, don’t get me wrong: we wanted to tell people what had happened, help 

them find faith for themselves. But how could we even hope to begin? 

So we kept the doors locked and sang our hymns, said our prayers and hid our doubts.  Until suddenly it 

happened! I can’t properly describe it even now, but it changed our lives.  It was as though a mighty wind 

blew away the cobwebs, a refreshing breeze revived our flagging faith, a breath of air stirred our spirits.  

As though a tiny spark rekindled our confidence, a tongue of fire set our hearts aflame, a raging inferno 

swept our fears away.  As though life had begun again, the world become a different place, and each of us 

been born anew. 

I know that doesn’t make sense, but it’s the best I can do.  You’ll have to experience it for yourself to 

understand.   

And you can, just as we did.  Believe me; we never would have thought it possible, despite all Jesus said 

to us.   

We were lost, lonely, frightened, hopelessly aware of our weaknesses, searching for any strengths. 

We never thought we’d change a soul, let alone the world, but that’s because we had no idea how God 

could change us! 

COMMUNION 

God is indeed the God who is willing to change us. Think back to who you were before your faith in 

Christ became living and real.  Thank Him for all the changes that He has made, share your doubts with 

Him and allow His Presence to bring you comfort, healing and new energy for the journey.   

PAUSE THE VIDEO AS YOU DO THIS. 

Come to this table where the living Christ offers us bread broken for our journeying and wine poured out 

for our tears.  Share together in this meal where loss finds comfort in promise and despair is transformed 

into hope.  Accept God’s invitation to new life today. 

Narrative What we do here we do in imitation of what Christ first did.  To his followers in every age 

Jesus gave an example and a command rooted in the experience which he shared with his disciples in an 



upstairs room in Jerusalem. On the night on which he was betrayed and as they were sitting at a meal, 

Jesus took a piece of bread and broke it.  He gave it to his disciples saying, “This is my body.  It is 

broken for you.  Do this to remember me.”  Later after they had eaten he took a cup of wine and said, 

“This cup is the new relationship with God made possible because of my death.  Drink this all of you to 

remember me.”  

So now we do as Jesus did- we take this bread and this wine the produce of the earth and fruit of human 

labour.  In these Jesus has promised to be present, through these Christ can make us whole. 

Let us pray  

Since you have called us, since you have kept a place for us, since your face lights up when we sit at your 

table, gracious God how can we keep from praising you? 

Apart we may be, but united through the powerful love of your Holy Spirit, together we acknowledge you 

as our Saviour, our Master, our Friend and our brother. 

United too with the Church throughout the world, with the church on the other side of time, with those 

who once praised you here on earth and have now joined the closer harmony of heaven we sing the song 

of your everlasting kingdom: Holy, holy, holy Lord God Almighty heaven and earth are full of your glory, 

hosanna in the highest. 

Lord as we come to your table we are aware of how many people live with hunger, starvation a very real 

presence.  Lord, please show us what we can do to alleviate need in our country and our world. Thank 

you for all agencies who are working to bring people dignity, and the physical bread of life. Please 

eradicate from our politics and our private lives the apathy to hunger when we have so much. 

Lord we pray for those who hunger for justice, who document inequalities, demonstrate against tyranny, 

distinguish between need and greed and are sometimes misrepresented or persecuted in the process.  

Come with the power of your Spirit to challenge and change our selfish ways of living. 

We pray for those who hunger for peace – peace from war, peace from natural disasters.  Lord God in 

your mercy hear our prayers.  Convict those who push for and revel in war and convince them that the 

path of peace is the only path to follow. 

We continue to pray for those who hunger for health and the ability to meet family and friends once more.  

Come Lord God to those on the front line, those who have the most difficult decisions to make.  Come 

bring your strength your wisdom your healing. Come to those whose lives have been shattered – bring 

your loving Presence into their lives in order to remind them they are not alone, that you are always 

willing to bring the deep peaceful comfort that you alone provide. 

He who breathed on His first disciples is present for us in this bread. He whose Spirit stirred the Church at 

Pentecost now revives us in this cup.  We pray that despite our doubts and sins your Holy Spirit may 

transform what we are doing, so that as we eat the bread and drink the wine we may share in the eternal 

life of Christ. In Jesus’ name we pray, saying together the prayer he taught Our Father who art in Heaven 

Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done On earth as it is in Heaven.  Give us this 



day our daily bread Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. Lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom the power and the glory For ever. Amen 

 Amen 

 

The Body of Christ broken for you.  (break bread)     TAKE EAT REMEMBER HIM (eat) 

The Cup of the New Covenant – His blood, shed for the forgiveness of your sins   (show cup) 

AS YOU DRINK RECEIVE THE NEW LIFE HE OFFERS YOU. (drink from cup) 

 

The Peace
1 

Shalom, Shalom.  May God’s peace rest here with you.  

Shalom, Shalom. Wherever you go, whatever you do. 

Shalom, Shalom. True peace of mind and heart. 

Shalom, Shalom. A word of greeting. A word for  parting. 

Shalom.  Shalom. A word of beginning... a whisper of eternity. 

Shalom.  Shalom.  

 

Let us pray 

Most gracious God we praise you for what you have given and for what you have promised us here.  You 

have made us one with all your people in heaven and on earth.  You have fed us with the bread of life and 

renewed us for your service.  Now we give ourselves to you and ask that our daily living may be part of 

your kingdom and that our love may be your love reaching out into the life of the world through Jesus 

Christ our Lord Go knowing the peace of God which passes all understanding bringing you the blessing 

of His Presence tonight Amen 
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