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WELCOME 

The Apostle Paul says this in Ephesians chapter 1, “I ask that your minds may be opened to see his light, 

so that you will know what is the hope to which he has called you, how rich are the wonderful 

blessings he promises his people, 
19 

and how very great is his power at work in us who believe. This 

power working in us is the same as the mighty strength 
20 

which he used when he raised Christ from 

death and seated him at his right side in the heavenly world. 
21 

Christ rules there above all heavenly 

rulers, authorities, powers, and lords; he has a title superior to all titles of authority in this world and 

in the next.”  

It is this Lord and King who welcomes us to worship this morning.  It is this Lord and King that we come 

to worship this morning Com rejoice for Jesus our God is indeed Lord and King. 

 

HYMN 

Rejoice the Lord is King your Lord and King adore 

Mortals give thanks and sing and triumph evermore 

Lift up your heart lift up your voice rejoice again I say rejoice 

 

Jesus the Saviour reigns the God of truth and love 

When he had purged stains he took his seat above 

Lift up your heart lift up your voice rejoice again I say rejoice 

 

 His kingdom cannot fail he rules o'er earth and heaven 

The keys of death and hell are to our Jesus given 

Lift up your heart lift up your voice rejoice again I say rejoice 

 

He sits at God's right hand till all his foes submit 

And bow to his command and fall beneath his feet 

Lift up your heart lift up your voice rejoice again I say rejoice 

 

Rejoice in glorious hope Jesus the Judge shall come 

And take his servants up to their eternal home 

We then shall hear the archangels' voice the trump of God shall sound, rejoice 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PRAYER OF ADORATION AND CONFESSION 

Almighty Sovereign God, great and wonderful, all powerful, all loving, all good, all forgiving – we bow 

before you in the quiet worshipping you.  

Lord God Creator and Father you are King – we praise your holy name 

Come remind us of your mighty acts across the years, from the story of our beginning through the many 

countless folk you chose to lead your people to the most mighty of all that of your Son Jesus our Lord 

coming to earth transforming the lives of all He met. 

Lord God of history, Lord of the cross you are King – we praise your holy name 

Your Spirit comes to us in our day and age reminding us of your faithful love which reaches into all 

corners of the world and into all hearts that are receptive to you.  You promise each one of us mercy, 

forgiveness for the things that we do that are wrong, you promise us the power, the power which changes 

lives as light changes darkness, as hope comes from despair, as companionship comes from loneliness. 

Lord God of the present times you are King– we praise your holy name 

Almighty God you are to be worshipped and adored three in one God. 

Forgive us for losing the sense of awe that we once had in your presence, forgive us for forgetting how 

great you are, forgive us for trying to make sense of you by bringing you down to our level rather than 

allowing you to bring us up into your presence.  Forgive the smallness of our vision, the feebleness of our 

worship, the weakness of our faith.   

Renew in us a sense of wonder before you.   

Our hearts miss a beat in love and thanksgiving as we hear you say to us, Go my child your sins are 

forgiven.  Come to me and I will lead you on the right path – hallelujah what a Saviour King we have. 

In Jesus name we pray saying together the words he taught 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  

Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.  

 

READING    Acts 6:14 – 7:1, 7:48-60 

 

14 
We heard him say that this Jesus of Nazareth will tear down the Temple and change all the customs 

which have come down to us from Moses!” 
15 

All those sitting in the Council fixed their eyes on 

Stephen and saw that his face looked like the face of an angel. 

Stephen's Speech 

7 The High Priest asked Stephen, “Is this true?” 



Stephen goes on to retell the story of God’s actions with His people the Israelites throughout the 

centuries. You can read that for yourselves but we pick up the story again at verse 48. 

48 
“But the Most High God does not live in houses built by human hands; as the prophet says, 

49 
‘Heaven is my throne, says the Lord,   and the earth is my footstool. What kind of house would you 

build for me?  Where is the place for me to live in? 
50 

Did not I myself make all these things?’ 

51 
“How stubborn you are!” Stephen went on to say. “How heathen your hearts, how deaf you are to 

God's message! You are just like your ancestors: you too have always resisted the Holy Spirit! 
52 

Was 

there any prophet that your ancestors did not persecute? They killed God's messengers, who long ago 

announced the coming of his righteous Servant. And now you have betrayed and murdered him. 
53 

You 

are the ones who received God's law that was handed down by angels—yet you have not obeyed it!” 

54 
As the members of the Council listened to Stephen, they became furious and ground their teeth at 

him in anger. 
55 

But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven and saw God's glory and 

Jesus standing at the right side of God. 
56 

“Look!” he said. “I see heaven opened and the Son of Man 

standing at the right side of God!” 

57 
With a loud cry the Council members covered their ears with their hands. Then they all rushed at 

him at once, 
58 

threw him out of the city, and stoned him. The witnesses left their cloaks in the care of a 

young man named Saul. 
59 

They kept on stoning Stephen as he called out to the Lord, “Lord Jesus, 

receive my spirit!” 
60 

He knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord! Do not remember this sin 

against them!” He said this and died. 

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God Amen. 

REFLECTION 

You are the ones who received God's law - yet you have not obeyed it. 

Strong words said to the religious leaders of the day. No wonder they became furious and gnashed their 

teeth.  Down through the years organised religion has always been at the mercy of fallen human beings, 

for we can never fully understand God's plan for his world, for our lives.  There is always the possibility 

of making a mistake.  We always have needed and will continue to need people like Stephen, who, full of 

God's power, richly blessed by him, receptive to the Holy Spirit's commands and gifts, are able to bring 

folk back to the basics, to bring folk back into God's way. 

 

Such is human nature though, that those challenged by God's words have the choice to respond or become 

entrenched in their positions.  Those challenged by Stephen's miracles and wonders chose the latter.  They 

felt intimidated, they wanted to guard jealously what they thought were the right ways.  And as so often 

happens, when they couldn't get the better of him through debate they resorted to dirty tactics, to 

distorting the truth, to laying false accusations.   

 

I'm sure you can think of another for whom this happened - Jesus with the same sort of people, the 

religious leaders of the day, who seeing their power and influence wane wanted to hold onto it at all costs.   



The two most precious things for these leaders were the Laws of Moses; the laws given to them by God, 

which they had then hedged in by all sorts of other man made laws and the Temple - the place where God 

resided.  Their trumped up challenge therefore consisted of charges that Stephen talked against the 

Temple and the Law and that he allied himself with Jesus who they had had put to death. 

Stephen's response is amazing.  His face glowing like an angel -something that didn’t happen very often 

in the Bible, (Moses’ face showed God's glory, Ezekiel's too) he gave these learned teachers, these men 

steeped in the ways of the Jews a history lesson!  What a cheek!  But it was a history lesson with a 

difference, drawing different conclusions, culminating in the phrase you stubborn, stiff necked people 

unwilling, unable to see things from a different perspective, for you have been unwilling to look around 

you for so long.  

History through a different lens. We’re seeing the call for that today.  How do we acknowledge our 

differing perspectives? How willing are we to see the other people’s views and not just see but be willing 

to change our views if necessary?   The challenge to them is very personal - they have been unwilling to 

listen and obey the Holy Spirit.   

 

Nothing has changed according to Stephen.  Down through the ages every time the Holy Spirit has tried 

to intervene through the message of the prophets, they've been killed, right down to the one they 

prophesied would come, Jesus himself.  Jesus who said that he came to fulfil the law not do away with it 

which is what they were saying, Jesus who by his death claimed to be the way back into God's presence - 

God's presence not just confined to the four walls of a Temple building, but present through believers in 

the world and also present in all his glory in heaven too. 

 

There's a tremendous contrast that weaves through this passage, between a Spirit-filled dying man and the 

hate-filled mob killing him.  

Down through history there have been people like Stephen, encouraged by the Holy Spirit who have 

challenged the accepted practice of the God given, but the man controlled institution that is called the 

church, challenging societal institutions too when required.  Stephen when asked, was able to account for 

God's actions in and through the lives of certain people in Israel, Abraham, Moses etc.   

I wonder if you were asked why you came to this particular church, the Church of Scotland, whether you 

would be able to say why?  Why did the Protestant tradition come into being and how do we know that it 

is from God?  What pillars of our faith come to mind – Patrick Hamilton, George Wishart, John Knox, – 

how much do we know about them and their influence?  Time for a Google search perhaps! 

 

Let’s get back to Stephen though and see what he can teach us about how we can live our lives in a way 

that both challenges the norm and brings comfort to the needy. 

 



Batteries are essential pieces of equipment for without them many of our gadgets, toys etc would not 

work.  The torch is totally useless without its power pack, just as is the Christian without the power of the 

Holy Spirit in their life. 

Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit – the gift that God gives to all who believe was: energetic, enthusiastic 

and eager to be working for God.  His whole personality lit up with the power of God in his life - that 

made him.  

EVER READY TO SERVE 

  Why - because he knew God and he loved Him.  He knew the transforming power of God’s love in His 

life and that power was the power which would shine out from him like a beacon in the darkness. He was 

set aside by the Apostles to be a deacon serving in practical ways.  Serving has always been at the 

forefront of the Christian message. That’s why groups like Tear Fund, Christian Aid will provide practical 

help as well as sharing the gospel message.  We serve because of the example of Jesus – washing the 

disciples’ feet.  Each one of us has people that we know who need our help, our care, our attention.  What 

is it that Jesus says in Matthew – “I was hungry and you fed me, thirsty and you gave me a drink, a 

stranger and you welcomed me, naked and you clothed me, sick and you took care of me, in prison and 

you visited me.” 

God gives us His power to make us ever ready to serve. 

EVER READY TO SPEAK 

Though called to serve practically, he also used his God given gift to tell others of God’s love for them.  

Stephen’s speech, which we didn’t read, revealed a person who knew history - His God's story, he had 

obviously been brought up knowing His Bible and so knew the plan that God had to save the world. 

He also knew his country Israel's story and was able to bring out the salient points in a way that should 

have sparked interest in his Jewish hearers. He was enabled and empowered by the Holy Spirit.   

Jesus tells us that we need not worry about what we have to say about our faith but to be ready to tell how 

knowing the love of Jesus makes a difference to us. It’s good to be able to tell our story in relation to 

God’s story.  No one can argue against our own story for that is what it is – our own.  We can relate too, 

the history of the Christian faith – helping folk to see that God has been working through different people 

down through the centuries.  Helping people to hear about this God who acts in people’s lives as well as 

in history is our job as Christians.  In another passage we find a very telling phrase and one that should 

encourage us.  The Lord himself added to the number in the church everyday.  Our job is to bring folk 

into God’s presence  by serving them and by telling them of God’s love all so that He can do the work of 

inviting them to believe in Him.   

The power of God at work in our lives makes us ever ready to speak out for Him. 

EVER READY TO SUFFER 



By being willing to obey Jesus and follow in His way. The similarities between Jesus and Stephen are 

striking.  Both had trumped up charges laid at their feet.  Both suffered as a result of the Jewish leaders 

not being prepared to listen, understand and respond to their messages. 

We are called to be receptive to being used by God to challenge society and the church.  We are called to 

be like Stephen and others like the folk of the Reformation willing to serve, willing to speak and willing 

to suffer for God.  Let us be open to His Spirit working within us and through us.   

The power of God at work in our lives makes us ever ready to suffer for Him. 

 

Stephen was willing to do all this for the church and for society too.  When physical death came it was 

not the end for him - look at the wonderful picture he had.  Often in Scripture and Jesus himself told us 

that he would be seated at the right hand of the Father in heaven.  Here in this picture that Stephen had, 

Jesus is standing, standing perhaps to welcome Stephen home.  The standing of Jesus conveys the idea of 

His active interest in His servants, as if He were saying, "Stephen, I'm coming to your rescue!" What a 

vision!  A peace came over him and he died having called for forgiveness for his murderers and 

committing his spirit into God's care.   

Heroes of the faith are there to help us not hinder us.  Stephen's death had a part to play in the life of 

another of Christ's followers, another hero – Saul turned Paul as we’ll see next week.  Let us not be 

daunted by the task in front of us, rather let us be challenged to live our lives for God in the light of 

HISTORY -  ours and his bound inextricably together so that He may be given the glory. 

The power of God available for us, making us every ready to serve, ever ready to speak and ever 

ready to suffer so that the glory might go to him. Amen 

 

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION 

Blessed are you, Lord, our God, for you have called us into life and to love you; 

for you are a very present help in these times of trouble. 

You are more ready to listen than we are to pray, and willing to give us more than we desire or deserve. 

We come to you to give us rest, for renewal and for the strength to do what you would have us do. 

We give thanks for the Church throughout the world and for the help and comfort you give to those who 

are weary in your service. We pray for those who minister to us and who are working so hard in this time 

of difficulty and with little worldly support. 

We ask your blessing upon all who are seeking to share the burdens of those with great responsibilities. 

We pray for all who are carers in critical situations or in those ongoing demanding everyday 

circumstances where their support is vital. 

As we rejoice in the gift of life we remember the world weary, the overwrought and the anxious. We pray 

for all who are laden with troubles and guilt and we ask your blessing upon all who stand up for the rights 

of others knowing that you will be with them always. 



We ask your blessing for all those who are overworked or oppressed and those who are fearful of the 

future. We remember those who have lost the joy of living and all who cannot easily relax. Give us the 

courage to forgive those who wrong us and to know your love will heal. 

We give thanks for our friends and loved ones, for those who share our joys and sorrows.  We remember 

all who have supported us in the difficult times and those who have stood by us. We pray for families and 

for fathers and mothers who give of their time freely to their loved ones. 

We give thanks to you, Lord, for your infinite support when we are faced with times of reckoning. May 

we live in humility of heart and keep our ears and our hearts ever open to the leading, guiding, prompting 

work of your Spirit so that we may grow in grace following your way in our lives.   Amen 

 

 

Stephen saw the glory of God’s Presence just before he died, with Jesus standing to welcome him home 

surely with the words, “Well done good and faithful servant.”  That reality still waits us. For now we can 

know the powerful presence of the transforming love of God in our lives as we journey on to glory.  

 

 

 

 

 

HYMN 

Love divine all loves excelling, joy of heaven to earth come down 

Fix in us thy humble dwelling all thy faithful mercies crown 

Jesus thou art all compassion pure unbounded love thou art 

Visit us with thy salvation enter every trembling heart 

 

Come almighty to deliver let us all thy life receive 

Suddenly return and never, never more thy temples leave 

Thee we would be always blessing serve thee as thy hosts above 

Pray and praise thee without ceasing, glory in thy perfect love 

 

Finish then thy new creation, pure and spotless let us be 

Let us see thy great salvation perfectly restored in thee 

Changed from glory into glory till in heaven we take our place 

Till we cast our crowns before thee lost in wonder love and praise 

 

BENEDICTION 

The God of hope give you courage in your troubles.  Christ the Redeemer give you the joy of salvation.  

The Holy Spirit of God be your strength in times of weakness.  Go, knowing the intimate presence of the 

Holy God Father Son and Spirit in your life today and everyday Amen. 


