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June 28th 2020    Welcome  -  El issa Jones 
 
Welcome to this time of worship led by members of Ashkirk, Ettrick and Yarrow and Selkirk.  
Wherever you are and however your week has been God welcomes us all. 
 
Even when our buildings are closed our community of love is always open. 
We are linked together through God’s love wherever we are. 
We are one Church in many locations. 
 
Let us think for a moment of our church buildings and those who would normally worship with us. We long 
for those doors to re-open and to be back in fellowship.  
We lift our hope to God that when the doors open we will be eager and ready to welcome others to worship 
with us both in the building and at home.  
Let this time of ‘difference’ inspire us to new and exciting ways of sharing God’s love and being His Church. 
 
 

The Psalm for today is Psalm 13 entitled A prayer for help!  
It starts – 
 

How much longer wil l  you forget me Lord? 
Forever? 
Words of frustration, despair and longing. 
But it ends saying these words – 
I  wil l  rely on your constant love. 
I  wil l  be glad because you wil l  rescue me. 
I  wil l  s ing to you O Lord 
Because you have been good to me. 
 
Our first hymn gives us the opportunity to praise God together as we share the words – 
 

Come people of the risen king 
Who delight to bring Him praise. 
Come all and tune your hearts to sing 
To the morning star of grace. 

 

Come, people of the Risen King, 
Who delight to bring Him praise; 
Come all and tune your hearts to sing 
To the Morning Star of grace. 
From the shifting shadows of the earth 
We will lift our eyes to Him, 
Where steady arms of mercy reach 
To gather children in. 

REFRAIN 
Rejoice, Rejoice! Let every tongue rejoice! 
One heart, one voice; O Church of Christ, rejoice! 

Come, those whose joy is morning sun, 
And those weeping through the night; 
Come, those who tell of battles won, 



And those struggling in the fight. 
For His perfect love will never change, 
And His mercies never cease, 
But follow us through all our days 
With the certain hope of peace.  

Rejoice, Rejoice! Let every tongue rejoice! 
One heart, one voice; O Church of Christ, rejoice! 

Come, young and old from every land - 
Men and women of the faith; 
Come, those with full or empty hands - 
Find the riches of His grace. 
Over all the world, His people sing - 
Shore to shore we hear them call 
The Truth that cries through every age: 
“Our God is all in all”!  

Rejoice, Rejoice! Let every tongue rejoice! 
One heart, one voice; O Church of Christ, rejoice! 

Words and Music by Keith and Kristyn Getty and Stuart Townend 
Copyright © 2008 Thankyou Music/ Copyright Control   CCL1 27185 

Prayer of Approach and The Lord’s Prayer.    Jane Peers 
 

Let us pray: 
 

Holy God, 
You love all your creation and you are in all your creation.  
You are in and beyond the farthest reaches of space.  
You are in Australia and Myanmar, Guatemala and Malawi.  
You are in our empty churches, shops and schools.  
You are on our streets and in our homes.  
So we meet in and through your presence in humility and trust.  
We meet to worship you. 
 

God of love, 
You are faithful and just. 
 In love you sustain us and lift us.  
We praise you. 
  

Forgiving God, 
We bring before you those things which we would rather not carry away from here. Our guilt and fears, our 
worries and doubts… 
Please take our burdens away and open our hearts and minds to worship you alone. 
 

Amen. 
 

We share in the Lord’s Prayer: 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name;  
thy kingdom come;  
thy wil l  be done;  



on earth as it  is  in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts,  
as we forgive our debtors  
And lead us not into temptation;  
but deliver us from evil .  
For thine is the kingdom,  
the power and the glory,  
forever.  
Amen.  
 

Reading Acts Chapter 9 v 1- 20  Fiona Corbett 
 

1 In the meantime Saul kept up his violent threats of murder against the fol lowers of the 
Lord. He went to the High Priest  
2 and asked for letters of introduction to the synagogues in Damascus, so that if  he 
should f ind there any fol lowers of the Way of the Lord, he would be able to arrest them, 
both men and women, and bring them back to Jerusalem.  
3 As Saul was coming near the city of Damascus, suddenly a l ight from the sky f lashed 
around him.  
4 He fel l  to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, "Saul,  Saul! Why do you 
persecute me?"  
5 "Who are you, Lord?" he asked. "I  am Jesus, whom you persecute," the voice said.  
6 "But get up and go into the city,  where you wil l  be told what you must do."  
7 The men who were traveling with Saul had stopped, not saying a word; they heard the 
voice but could not see anyone.  
8 Saul got up from the ground and opened his eyes, but could not see a thing. So they 
took him by the hand and led him into Damascus.  
9 For three days he was not able to see, and during that t ime he did not eat or drink 
anything.  
10 There was a believer in Damascus named Ananias.  He had a vision, in which the Lord 
said to him, "Ananias!" "Here I  am, Lord," he answered.  
11 The Lord said to him, "Get ready and go to Straight Street,  and at the house of Judas 
ask for a man from Tarsus named Saul.  He is praying,   
12 and in a vision he has seen a man named Ananias come in and place his hands on him 
so that he might see again."  
13 Ananias answered, "Lord, many people have told me about this man and about al l  the 
terrible things he has done to your people in Jerusalem.  
14 And he has come to Damascus with authority from the chief priests to arrest al l  who 
worship you."  
15 The Lord said to him, "Go, because I  have chosen him to serve me, to make my name 
known to Genti les and kings and to the people of Israel.  
16 And I  myself  wil l  show him al l  that he must suffer for my sake."  
17 So Ananias went, entered the house where Saul was, and placed his hands on him. 
"Brother Saul," he said, "the Lord has sent me - Jesus himself,  who appeared to you on 
the road as you were coming here. He sent me so that you might see again and be f i l led 
with the Holy Spirit ."   
18 At once something l ike f ish scales fel l  from Saul's eyes, and he was able to see again. 
He stood up and was baptized;  
19 and after he had eaten, his strength came back. Saul stayed for a few days with the 
believers in Damascus.  
20 He went straight to the synagogues and began to preach that Jesus was the Son of 
God.  



 
Reflection – Nora Hunter 
 

A “road to Damascus experience”.  This is one of those Bible phrases that has become part of general 
language, used outside the Christian context to mean a sudden change of heart or mind.  It can often now 
be used for something quite trivial.  
 
In contrast, I imagine the experience for Saul must have been really shocking, not just a change of opinion 
after a discussion over a coffee with a friend.   Think about it…..the blazing light from Heaven, right in his 
eyes and so bright it blotted out everything else he could see just a moment ago.  Then came the voice of 
Jesus speaking to him personally.  Next came three days of continuing complete blindness and no eating or 
drinking.  Plenty of time to think about what had happened, but surely also terrifying – what if he was going 
mad or his sight never returned, what if he starved to death?  During the three days I am guessing that he 
also continued his conversation with Jesus and became open to the idea of telling everyone about Jesus, the 
son of God, the Messiah.  And then at last Ananias came and touched him, the scales fell from Saul’s eyes 
and he began to preach of the love and forgiveness of Jesus, from his own experience.  
 

When did you first hear about Jesus yourself? 
 

Can you remember the day you decided to become a Christian or did it all happen over a period of time? 
 

In many ways those who, like Saul, have had a dramatic experience of God are lucky, blessed that they know 
the very moment when they gave their hearts to Jesus.  
 

That did not happen to me, faith came gradually through my childhood, although like many of you no doubt, 
I am well aware of moments when God is suddenly right there with me, and like Saul, not always saying 
what I expect or want Him to say.  
 

Saul was called to immense bravery, going back into the world as a completely changed person, as an active 
preacher about Jesus and how he died that we might be forgiven.  Saul became known as Paul around this 
time, just an alternate form of his name.  People found his conversion hard to accept at first. It was difficult 
for them to believe he was genuine and not trying to entrap them and throw them into prison.  Life must 
have been very hard for him but he persisted as he knew he was preaching in the name of the Lord.   
Not all of us are able or willing to make such an immense change in our lives but in the certainty that we too 
have God with us every moment of every day, we HAVE been able to make changes recently haven’t we?  
Way back before the Lockdown started maybe you had never heard of Zoom, Skype, WhatsApp and 
Facetime but now you are transformed into a social media user, keeping in touch with family and friends.  
Perhaps you learned how to use these Apps with coaching from others and had a small “Damascus” 
moment when Zoom finally worked and you could see your family again.  And given the chance, many 
people in our communities have changed their normal routines and have stepped up to the mark delivering 
groceries, collecting prescriptions, bringing round pancakes or just phoning for a chat and this has been 
inspiring.  The love of God exists in these neighbourly offers of support we receive and give.   
The church too, has had to change.  Our buildings were closed and services moved on to YouTube and live 
streaming.  A lot of tech learning had to be done in a short space of time but God was with us so it was 
done.  And who would have thought that God’s message could be delivered in this way to even more people 
as a result of the change of closing the churches?   
Jesus says that being a Christian is like being born again. It is when you start your life all over again and make 
a fresh start with Jesus. 
The best way to do this is by putting your trust in Jesus, by listening to what he had to say and talking to him 
in prayer. 
 

God calls each one of us to start out on a new journey. It doesn’t have to involve leaving all the good things 
behind – but it does involve a new kind of life and a few changes.  It is called the journey of faith.  We make 



that journey together, listening to each other with patience and tolerance, and what makes it special is that 
we know every moment of that journey, even in the bad times, God is with us. 
Amen 
 

Poem by John Betjeman      The Conversion of St.  Paul      Read by Ann Blundell  

 

What is conversion? Not at all 
For me the experience of St Paul, 
No blinding light, a fitful glow 
Is all the light of faith I know 
Which sometimes goes completely out 
And leaves me plunging into doubt 
Until I will myself to go 
And worship in God’s house below — 
My parish church — and even there 
I find distractions everywhere. 

What is Conversion? Turning round 
To gaze upon a love profound. 
For some of us see Jesus plain 
And never once look back again, 
And some of us have seen and known 
And turned and gone away alone, 
But most of us turn slow to see 
The figure hanging on a tree 
And stumble on and blindly grope 
Upheld by intermittent hope. 
God grant before we die we all 
May see the light as did St Paul. 

Instrumental music – ‘Just as I am’ -  Tune Saffron Waldon Andy Wright 

AMAZING GRACE 
 

Amazing grace! how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost but now am found 
was blind but now I see. 
 
‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 
and grace my fears relieved, 
How precious did that grace appear 
the hour I first believed! 
 
Through many dangers toils and snares 
I have already come; 
‘Tis grace has brought me safe thus far 
And grace will lead me home. 
 
 

When we’ve been here 10,000 years 
Bright shining as the sun. 



We’ve no less time to sing gods praise 
Than when we first begun. 
 

Amazing grace! how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost but now am found 
was blind but now I see. 
 
Prayers of Intercession – Fan Heafield 

Jesus Christ, our risen Lord, who sends the word of light into a world of darkness to enlighten, to transform, 
to heal, and to save. With grateful joy, we pray: 

Heavenly Father, you turned Saint Paul’s zeal from the way of his ancestors into zeal for you, who are the 
Way and the Truth: open the minds of all people of good will to receive your transforming word.  

Loving Father, as you called Saint Paul out of darkness into marvellous light: 
– enlighten all those who hate and persecute. Support those who preach the good news and help us all to 
find the right words to help the unconvinced, the indifferent and those who have no belief; speak, Lord 
Jesus Christ, the word of life and love to all who dwell apart from you and are hostile to one another. 

Heavenly Father, we ask your blessing on all who have important decisions to make this week. We pray for 
those who have responsibility for ruling and carrying out policies and for our politicians, for scientists and 
research workers who are working so hard at this difficult time.  

We pray for judges and the police as they strive to do the right thing and bring peace. We remember all who 
find it hard to remain faithful, and make difficult choices and pray they may be given new strength and 
courage. 

Loving Father, we give thanks for our homes and loved ones, families and friends. We pray for all who have 
influenced our lives through their example and teaching. And we remember all who are confused by the 
many choices in life and who find it hard to cope. We pray for those who have lost their freedom and all 
who suffer from tyranny.  

We ask your blessing on all who are ill and who are facing major changes and times of anxiety. Be with them 
every step of the way. 

Heavenly Father, you called Saint Paul to preach the Gospel to all. By the power of the Gospel he preached, 
draw all peoples to yourself, through Christ our Lord.    Amen. 

Hymn - Wil l  you come and fol low me, 

Will you come and follow me  
if I but call your name? 
Will you go where you don’t know 
and never be the same? 
Will you let my love be shown 
will you let my name be known 
will you let my life be grown  
in you and you in me? 
 
Will you leave yourself behind 
if I but call your name? 



Will you care for cruel and kind 
and never be the same? 
 
Will you risk the hostile stare 
should your life attract or scare 
will you let me answer prayer  
in you and you in me? 
 
Will you let the blinded see 
if I but call your name? 
Will you set the prisoners free 
and never be the same? 
 
Will you kiss the leper clean 
and do such as this unseen 
and admit to what I mean 
in you and you in me? 
 
Will you love the “you” you hide 
if I but call your name? 
Will you quell the fear inside  
and never be the same? 
 
Will you use the faith you’ve found  
to reshape the world around 
through my sight and touch and sound 
in you and you in me? 
 
Lord your summons echoes true 
when you but call my name 
Let me turn and follow you  
and never be the same. 
 
In your company I’ll go 
where your love and footsteps show  
Thus I’ll move and live and grow  
in you and you in me. 
 
Marjory Dooley 
Thank you for being with us today as we worshipped God and listened to his words.  
Margaret will be back next Sunday to lead us in worship. 
 
Benediction 
 
 
May Christ who called Paul to his service, and to preach the good news to the world, strengthen you to 
witness to his grace and love, and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be 
among you and remain with you today and every day. 

  
Amen. 
 
 


