
1

Rev. Margaret Steele, Tel:  01750 23308
Charity no:  Selkirk SC 014883  Ashkirk SC 010768

The Hird
Church News for Selkirk and Ashkirk

July 2020
selkirkparish.church

Dear Friends,
How long, O Lord?  I wonder what you have found hardest to cope with; perhaps 
not being with loved ones at home or in hospital, losing your job, not able to 
attend a funeral, not able to meet in church with friends, being on your own for 
so long... add your own words here.  

The Bible, and the Book of Psalms in particular, is the place where you find 
people being honest with God, bringing Him their fears, losses and laments.  We 
should not deny the hardness of this time.  Just as the Psalmist questions 
where God is on numerous occasions, we too should feel free to voice our 
doubts and our fears.

Yet the hope of the Gospel message is that our God remains faithful, His 
compassions will never fail, His mercies are new every day.  
Through death and suffering come the new life of Resurrection Power.  Good 
Friday and the Saturday which followed gave way to the hope and vitality of 
Easter Sunday.  

Some good has come out of the lockdown and so we give thanks for those 
things.  Why don’t you make a list for yourself?

Our church buildings remain closed but our church is very much alive.  In the 
words of the hymn, the church is not a building the church is the people.  
We live in faith that God is present with us wherever we find ourselves, bringing 
us comfort, refreshment, strength and wisdom allowing us in turn to share His 
love with all we meet.  

God’s love binds us to one another as family.  Apart we may be, but never alone.
As ever I welcome phone calls, emails and chatting with folk in the street.

With every blessing
Margaret
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The Church is the people!
As you know, the church buildings (Selkirk and Ashkirk) are still closed and will not 
be opening in the foreseeable future for prayer, services or for hall bookings.These 
decisions have been made by the Kirk Sessions following a discussion of guidance 
from the Scottish Government and the Church of Scotland. 

However, we want to let everyone know the church family is still active:  worshipping 
and meeting online, praying at home and on our walks, encouraging each other on 
the phone and in the street and being a good neighbour.

Sunday Worship currently available

Internet: 
Sunday service, (for Ashkirk, Ettrick & Yarrow and Sekirk) is available on 
YouTube, with the link posted each week 
on the church website: selkirkparish.church/resources-for-2020/ 
and Facebook page:  @Selkirkparishchurch

Phone: Now you can also phone in to listen to the Sunday 
service at any time during the week, just dial (01750) 383347. 

There is welcome message and the service begins after a short pause.

Paper: For a copy of the service on paper, just ask your elder/visitor.

 1. Which of these have you used? 
 2. What improvements could you suggest? 

Other activities to join with are:
*Sunday Coffee Chat: every other week at 11.30 pm on Zoom
Sundays at 7 pm: Christians across Scotland join in prayer (link on website) 
*Sunday Gang and *Hot Chocolate Club (during termtime) for children and 
young people, on Zoom   
*Wednesdays: Prayer meeting at 7 pm on Zoom or join in by phone
*Zoom is a way of seeing and chatting to each other on a screen via the internet. 

Other meetings have been continuing regularly using Zoom eg Kirk Sessions and 
Congregational Board, Property group, Open Door management group, Eco group, 
Children & Family Team meetings, Ashkirk Bible Studies (restarting in the Autumn). 

Rev. Margaret and John, the Children and Families Worker, can always be contacted 
for a chat (see contact details on back page), as can your elder/district visitor.

Finances: Lynda, the treasurer, thanks all of you who continue to contribute to our 
ongoing costs, and would encourage others to consider giving also.  There are a 
number of ways to give, so please contact her (tel.21971) or the minister for details.
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Looking ahead
There are decisions to make about reopening the church building and halls 
when the time is right. We want to gauge your thinking about how and when 
you’d be happy to start using our church buildings again for worship.

At some point we may be able to open the church for private prayer.
3. With proper safety precautions in place, is this something 
that you would be interested in? 

At some point, some kind of gathering for Sunday worship would be possible 
with restrictions in place such as reduced numbers, physical distancing and 
mask wearing and without live singing or tea/coffee afterwards. 
4. Would you come along to a service of this kind?
5. Are you more comfortable with the current arrangements?

Meanwhile
With online services often available 
at any time, we are able to participate 
in worship with other churches as 
well as our own: a blessing, an 
encouragement and an inspiration. 
Reflections at the Quay and Songs 
of Praise on BBC1 continue to be 
enjoyed by many. 

A couple of suggestions for prayer, 
music and reflection are pray-as-
you-go.org and sanctuaryfirst.org.
uk.

Daily Prayer diary  
Each day, give thanks, and pray.
Sun: our church friends in Ashkirk, 
Ettrick & Yarrow  and Selkirk; 
Margaret and John, Carole, Wilma 
and Jane.
Mon: children, families, stressed 
parents, teachers, youth workers 
and people living alone.
Tues: health service workers, care 
home staff, social workers, carers.
Wed:  shopkeepers, retail staff, 
delivery drivers, office workers.
Thurs:  the Foodbank, people 
who are unemployed or struggling 
financially.
Fri:  our politicians at Newtown, 
Holyrood and Westminster
Sat:  world issues - fair trade, 
climate change, peace and justice
 

Please keep in touch
There are 5 questions in 
this mini Hird. We would 
like to hear your opinions. 

Please contact the church office by 
email office@selkirkparish.church
or your elder/visitor by phone.

We are taking this opportunity to 
update the email contact list so your 
response will be helpful.

May God bless you 
and keep you 
and turn his face towards you 
and give you peace
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Session Clerk:
Marjory Dooley,
Castanea, The Woll, Ashkirk
Tel:  01750 32710
marjory.dooley@yahoo.co.uk

Treasurer:
Dr. Harry Dooley,
Castanea, The Woll, Ashkirk
Tel:  01750 32710
hddooley@yahoo.co.uk

Ashkirk
Minister:  
Rev. Margaret Steele, 1 Loanside, Selkirk, TD7 4DJ Tel:  01750 23308
MSteele@churchofscotland.org.uk

Minister:  
Rev. Margaret Steele  
1 Loanside, Selkirk, TD7 4DJ
Tel:  01750 23308
MSteele@churchofscotland.org.uk
Session Clerk:
Colin MacIntosh
Tel:  01835 822035
moshi_mac@yahoo.co.uk
Treasurer:
Lynda McCraw 
Tel:  21971
Gift Aid Convener: 
Gillian Grant
Tel:  22206
shawpark292@btinternet.com
Children and Families Worker:
John Moley
Tel: 07753 341605 
cfw@selkirkparish.church
Sunday Gang contact: 
Louise Raffier   
Tel:  23125
louiseeduff@hotmail.com

Selkirk

Church Administrator:
Wilma Groenewald
Office closed at present
office@selkirkparish.church

Cleaner:
Carole Neilson
Hird Editor:
Anne Bethune
Tel:  21703
anne@dbethune.com


