
Sunday 5th July 2020 

WELCOME 

Because of his love God had already decided that through Jesus Christ he would make us his 

children—this was his pleasure and purpose.  Let us praise God for his glorious grace, for the free gift 

he gave us in his dear Son!  For by the blood of Christ[c] we are set free, that is, our sins are forgiven. 

How great is the grace of God, which he gave to us in such large measure!  Ephesians 1:5-8 

 

HYMN  Jesus is the Name we honour 

Jesus is the name we honour, Jesus is the name we praise 

Majestic Name above all other names, the highest heav’n and earth proclaim 

That Jesus is our God 

We will glorify, we will lift Him high 

We will give Him honour and praise  (repeat) 
 

Jesus is the name we worship, Jesus is the name we trust 

He is the King above all other kings, let all creation stand and sing 

That Jesus is our God 

We will glorify, we will lift Him high 

We will give Him honour and praise  (repeat) 
 

Jesus is the Father’s splendour, Jesus is the Father’s joy 

He will return to reign in majesty and ev’ry eye at last will see 

That Jesus is our God 

We will glorify, we will lift Him high 

We will give Him honour and praise  (repeat) 
Phil Lawson-Johnston  Reproduced from CH4 CD-ROM edition, number 481 

Words and Music: © 1991, Thankyou Music.  Administered (UK and Europe) by kingswaysongs.com <tym@kingsway.co.uk>.   

Remaining territories administered by worshiptogether.com songs.  Used by permission.  CCLI 21785 

 

PRAYER OF ADORATION AND CONFESSION 

Lord there is no God like you and there is no God other than you.  You alone are the Creator and 

Sustainer of the whole universe.  You alone are the centre and source of all life. You alone are the centre 

and source of all that is good true worthy and wholesome.  You alone are the centre and source of hope, 

peace, joy, fulfilment and satisfaction.  We praise you our living, loving God that you are not remote from 

us but in Christ you hid your glory and you walked in the dust of our world.  

You came as the Servant King to bring healing, hope and a new beginning to all who put their trust in 

him.  Lord we worship you and we give you praise for the way you have surrounded our lives with your 

love and touched our hearts with your grace.  We praise you that you did not leave us to struggle on our 



own or to try to find you by our searching.  You speak to us through your Word and you graciously listen 

to our prayers and to our cries for help and hope.  

 We praise and call you Sovereign, Saviour, King, Shepherd, Master, Friend and Lord.  We praise you 

that through Christ you have filled these names with an experience of your loving presence and power.  

You have given us the joy and the freedom of the Holy Spirit through whom we give you all the glory.  

Forgive us we pray when we fail to recognise you in the busyness of our world.  As we come with 

contrite hearts this morning help us accept your forgiveness and your living presence affecting our lives 

day by day.  In Jesus name we pray saying together the words he taught 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  

your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.  

.  

READING    Daniel 1:1-21 

In the third year that Jehoiakim was king of Judah, King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylonia attacked 

Jerusalem and surrounded the city. 2 The Lord let him capture King Jehoiakim and seize some of the 

Temple treasures. He took some prisoners back with him to the temple of his gods in Babylon, and put 

the captured treasures in the temple storerooms. 
3 The king ordered Ashpenaz, his chief official, to select from among the Israelite exiles some young 

men of the royal family and of the noble families. 4 They had to be handsome, intelligent, well-trained, 

quick to learn, and free from physical defects, so that they would be qualified to serve in the royal 

court. Ashpenaz was to teach them to read and write the Babylonian language. 5 The king also gave 

orders that every day they were to be given the same food and wine as the members of the royal court. 

After three years of this training they were to appear before the king. 6 Among those chosen were 

Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, all of whom were from the tribe of Judah. 7 The chief official 

gave them new names: Belteshazzar, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. 
8 Daniel made up his mind not to let himself become ritually unclean by eating the food and drinking 

the wine of the royal court, so he asked Ashpenaz to help him, 9 and God made Ashpenaz sympathetic 

to Daniel. 10 Ashpenaz, however, was afraid of the king, so he said to Daniel, “The king has decided 

what you are to eat and drink, and if you don't look as fit as the other young men, he may kill me.” 
11 So Daniel went to the guard whom Ashpenaz had placed in charge of him and his three 

friends. 12 “Test us for ten days,” he said. “Give us vegetables to eat and water to drink. 13 Then 

compare us with the young men who are eating the food of the royal court, and base your decision on 

how we look.” 



14 He agreed to let them try it for ten days. 15 When the time was up, they looked healthier and stronger 

than all those who had been eating the royal food. 16 So from then on the guard let them continue to 

eat vegetables instead of what the king provided. 
17 God gave the four young men knowledge and skill in literature and philosophy. In addition, he gave 

Daniel skill in interpreting visions and dreams. 
18 At the end of the three years set by the king, Ashpenaz took all the young men to 

Nebuchadnezzar. 19 The king talked with them all, and Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah 

impressed him more than any of the others. So they became members of the king's court. 20 No matter 

what question the king asked or what problem he raised, these four knew ten times more than any 

fortuneteller or magician in his whole kingdom. 21 Daniel remained at the royal court until Cyrus, the 

emperor of Persia, conquered Babylonia. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God Amen. 
 

REFLECTION 

It’s good to see how one of the characters in the Bible lived out his faith and see how he can be an 

example for us in our day.  We’ve been looking at how the early church’s faith was put into practice and 

now we look to the Old Testament and Daniel in particular over the summer.  We’ll go back to Acts again 

in the autumn. 
 

The book of Daniel is the story of how some young Israelites adapted to living in a strange and foreign 

land, at the same time as keeping alive their faith in their one true, holy, God. Peter tells us that we are 

strangers living in an alien culture – perhaps even more so in today’s restricted world - so there are lots of 

things that we can learn from Daniel and his friends as we live in a society today that for the most part has 

turned its back on the living God and his ways. 
 

Daniel co-operated with this new culture in the things that did not matter but did not compromise on the 

things that did.  We'll see that happening time and time again throughout the book.  He knew that there 

were battles that weren't worth fighting and some that were vital.  He saved his energy for those that were 

vital. 
 

What was happening in the first few verses was nothing short of indoctrination and who better to 

indoctrinate than the young, intelligent, noble folk of the enemy.  Just think if you were a king who had 

overrun a country you would want the youth of the other side to be on your side.  No expense was to be 

spared, only the best specimens would do - free from physical defects - does this bring anything to mind?  

Hitler had the same strategy, China too - teach the children and in a generation you will have people 

thinking what you want them to think.  Can you see it happening in our day and age?  Teaching or 

perhaps excluding things from teaching.  95% of youngsters claim not to know any stories from the Bible. 



Though I would add that the Curriculum for Excellence programme provides good opportunities for that 

to happen. 
 

The first thing the king did was to give them new names.  That was really significant because to name 

something is to have power, authority over it especially in the old world.  In giving a new name you gave 

a new identity.  That's what happens in marriage isn't it.  When the woman takes the surname of her 

husband she is re identifying herself as his wife, re-identifying herself within a new family.  But the 

pressure is on from the minute these lads are given new names. Daniel Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah 

these were all names associated with the God of Israel, their endings el and ah being derivatives of 

Yahweh, Jehovah.  They had to go and in came Belteshazzar, Shadrach, Mesach and Abednego - all 

names associated with the gods of the Babylonians.  What did these guys do about it?  Nothing, for there 

was no need.  They never sought needless confrontation.  There were some things about this new culture 

that they tolerated. 
 

And then there was the offer of a place at the prestigious university of Babylon, the opportunity to 

learn thoroughly the new culture, the new language, the opportunity eventually to serve in high office.  It 

seems from other books of the time that many families thought this was a wonderful opportunity for their 

sons and any scruples that they had about the methods to be used were swept under the carpet.  Others at 

the other extreme would have nothing to do with it at all and railed at every turn.  Not so Daniel and his 

friends.   
 

Daniel knew that his wisdom had been given to him by God. He knew that if he remained true to God 

then God would use him in this alien situation to preserve Israel and to call others to faith.  But he knew 

that there were limits beyond which he could not go and still keep the integrity of his faith.  His 

relationship with God was paramount.  Perhaps he remembered another young man in similar 

circumstances - Joseph and how God led him to be a light in the land of Egypt, how he led his people to 

live there.  Living in a foreign, alien culture seems to be part and parcel of Christian living. After all we 

ourselves are called by Jesus to live in the world but not of the world. Christian people from the past can 

be used by us to inform us how to live our lives as Christians.  That is why it is good to read Christian 

biographies, to see films of Christians at work.  God is the God of the past who works through people 

today in the same way as he has worked through them in the past.  He is the same yesterday today and 

forever after all. 
 

Daniel is happy to go along with most of what the king wants but when it comes to diet he remains firm, 

for a Jew to eat pork was going against God because the pig was unclean to the Jews.  The meat itself 

would have already been sacrificed to idols which would make it unclean to the Jew.  The wine would 

have been offered as a sacrifice so that was a no, no too.   
 



Daniel decided to stand firm.  Verse 8 tells us that he made up his mind, the Hebrew is he purposed in his 

heart.  The heart for the Jew was not only the centre of emotion it was also the centre of will.  One 

commentator has said that Daniel thought things through and when he had come to his decision he made a 

vow with God.  It was an act of will not of emotion and because of this act of will he was not then swayed 

by emotional pulls in the heat of the moment. He was courteous in the way he said it to the Babylonians 

and he was creative in the solution he proposed. 

Life is a series of choices. The choices we have made in the past define who we are in the present.  Often 

seemingly small choices join together to build us into who we are today and most of the time we don’t 

realise how important small choices can be. 

It is so easy for us as Christians to be caught up in the heat of the moment, it is so easy for us to let our 

emotions sway the way we think and the way we act.  That is why it is good to think through our faith, to 

think through the issues that living in an alien culture throw up for us.  Daniel had his group of friends to 

talk things over with and this then allowed him the strength to stand up and be counted when that was 

needed.  It is not easy to be a Christian on your own.  It is almost impossible for anyone to maintain a 

vital faith in God and a strong witness to his ways in life apart from the strength, wisdom and fellowship 

that comes from within a community.  We come to church to worship God (virtually or otherwise!), we 

come to learn from him but in church we miss one vital thing that helps inform our thinking and that is 

discussion.  That’s where small group Bible Studies come in.  In our present time Zoom can help with 

this. It might even be that we meet together for coffee after the service, chat and think through some of 

the issues raised in the service.  If you’d like that opportunity let me know. 
 

So Daniel having thought through his position very quietly and politely puts a plan of action to the 

official and the guard.  He remains aware of the consequences for Ashpenaz and the guard if it does not 

work out.  He proposes a trial. He is willing to put his faith to the test. And then he trusts.   
 

God always honours the right actions of his people and honours them with bells on!  These guys were the 

fittest, strongest, best looking specimens - Mr World eat your heart out!  They were given places in high 

office.  They had the king's ear and so were able to influence Babylonian policies.  Instead of being brain 

washed, here they were now in a position to bring God's way to the world.  
 

Daniel in his own quiet way, with the help of God and his friends was able to challenge and change his 

environment and its way of thinking.  We'll see that again and again over the next few weeks.   
 

We live in a society today that has abandoned God and his ways.  We may not be people in high office 

but we are called to pray for them. There are Christians in every part of Government – they need our 

constant prayers in order that they are given the will power and the wisdom to know when to stand up for 

God’s ways and what battles do not need fought. 
 



God longs for his people to be willing to stand up and be counted, when it matters, to be willing to 

challenge the way of society.  So let us take up the example of Daniel, think through the issues of our 

environment, our culture asking God to help us know which battles we don’t need to fight and in which 

areas we do need to take a stand, doing so with Daniel's politeness, his persistence and his willingness to 

test his faith.  For, our society, our world, will not become a better place without a return to God’s way of 

living.  May He be given the honour that is due is name so that his glory will be seen throughout the 

world. Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION 

There will be short silences where you can add your own prayers.  Let us pray 
 

Battles Lord, oh how we’d like an easy life!  Yet in the book of Ephesians we are reminded of the 

spiritual battle you call us to face and the armour with which you equip us.  Putting on the armour, doing 

it all in prayer, asking for your help O God.  Praying on every occasion – what a privilege. 

People across the world with so many different battles to face. 

We pray for those who face the future with uncertainty or anxiety – those who fear it, who despair of it, or 

who feel they have no future. 

You Lord God are the One who brings hope to the hopeless and help to the helpless. Come close to those 

who need you today.  Stir in them a willingness to trust you. Silence 

 

Battles in the troubled places of our world – those who long for peace and end to conflict, who long for a 

time of harmony but who in their hearts have given up hoping.   

You Lord God are the bringer of peace.  Perfect peace, which casts out fear.  Come challenge our world 

and ourselves to actively seek peace so bringing your peace to those innocent folk caught up in the 

struggles of others over which they have no control. Silence 

 

We pray for those who face trauma and upheaval in their lives – what seemed secure swept from under 

them, what they had hoped for denied them, what they had trusted in proven false.  You Lord God 

promise to be the rock, the fortress the never changing ever present One who brings security in the midst 

of all the storms of life.  Come bring the strength of your presence to all who need it today. Silence 

 

We pray for those who doubt their ability to cope with what life may bring, for those overwhelmed by 

pressures, paralysed by fears, crushed by sorrows. 

You Lord God invite all to bring you their heavy yoke which you will exchange for your lightweight one.    

Please provide comfort to all who need your help today. Silence 

 

We pray for those faced with difficult decisions, circumstances beyond their control, those facing 

unexpected dangers, awkward choices – ordinary citizens and those in Governments across the world. 



You Lord God provide wisdom and discernment to all who call on your name.  Stimulate those who need 

your wisdom to seek you out and find you are already there willing to give what is needed. Silence 

 

Living God reach out to all for whom the future seems uncertain or unwelcome and bring the assurance 

that even in the darkest moments, the greatest challenges, the most worrying times, you are there working 

out your purpose, able to bring light out of darkness, hope out of despair, joy out of sorrow and good out 

of evil. 

Grant the confidence that there is nothing in heaven or earth, in life or death, in the present or the future 

that is finally able to separate us from your love. In Jesus’ name we pray Amen. 
 

Winning battles!  That is what we as Christians are called to do yet always remembering the way in which 

Christ one the biggest battle a man ever faced, winning it so convincingly, yet so humbly and through so 

much suffering. As Daniel was called to stand up for God so we are called to stand up, stand up for Jesus. 
 

HYMN Stand up stand up for Jesus 

Stand up! stand up for Jesus, ye soldiers of the cross! 

Lift high his royal banner; it must not suffer loss. 

From victory to victory His army he shall lead, 

Till every foe is vanquished, and Christ is Lord indeed. 
 

Stand up! stand up for Jesus! The trumpet-call obey; 

Forth to the mighty conflict in this his glorious day! 

Ye that are men, now serve him against unnumbered foes; 

Your courage rise with danger, and strength to strength oppose. 
 

Stand up! stand up for Jesus! Stand in his strength alone; 

The arm of flesh will fail you; ye dare not trust your own. 

Put on the gospel armour, each piece put on with prayer; 

Where duty calls, or danger, be never wanting there. 
 

Stand up! stand up for Jesus! The strife will not be long; 

This day the noise of battle, the next the victor’s song. 

To him that overcometh a crown of life shall be; 

He with the King of Glory shall reign eternally. 
  

BENEDICTION 

Return now to the world for Christ is there waiting to meet you.  Go with eyes open to see him ears open 

to hear him a mind open to receive him and a heart open to serve him knowing that the blessing of the 

eternal presence of God Almighty Father Son and Spirit is with you, Amen 


