
Sunday 12th July 2020 - The “P” Promoter  
WELCOME 

Shalom, Shalom, God’s peace be with us today. The writer to the Hebrews reminds us that, we have 

complete freedom to go into the Most Holy Places by means of the death of Jesus. He opened for us a 

new way, a living way, through the curtain that is through His own body.  

We join together in worship this morning reminding ourselves of the privilege we have as children of God 

of un-hindered access to the Holy God, our Father in heaven. 
 

HYMN     Glory be to God the Father    Horatius Bonar.  Sung at St Machar's Catheral Aberdeen 

Glory be to God the Father, glory be to God the Son,  

Glory be to God the Spirit, great Jehovah Three in One 

Glory, glory, glory, glory, while eternal ages run 
 

Glory be to Him who loved us, washed us from each spot and stain 

Glory be to Him who bought us, made us kings with Him to reign 

Glory, glory, glory, glory, to the Lamb that once was slain 
 

Glory to the King of angels, glory to the Church’s King 

Glory to the King of nations, heaven and earth your praises bring 

Glory, glory, glory, glory, to the King of Glory bring 
 

Glory blessing praise eternal thus the choir of angels sing 

Honour riches power dominion, thus its praise creation brings 

Glory, glory, glory, glory, glory to the King of Kings Amen 
 

PRAYER OF ADORATION 

Glory to the King of Kings.  Lord Jesus we bow before you lost in wonder, love and praise.  Your love 

for us is so strong; your love which knows no bounds, which comes to us down through the ages into our 

very present age inviting us in to your Holy Place where together with the Father and the Spirit you share 

your perfect love with each other and with us.  Eternal loving Lord we praise you. 

While you were on earth you talked about God’s kingdom coming here on earth and you invited all who 

love you to follow in your way in order to allow this to happen.  Loving Lord Jesus we praise you that 

you have shown us the way and, more than that, you have promised us your presence alongside us as we 

walk in your footsteps.  Intimate loving Lord we praise you. 

Now in heaven you fill us with your Holy Spirit encouraging us to trust you, empowering us for the 

journey you invite us to take. Day by day you provide us with your everlasting energy. Dynamic loving 

Lord we praise you. 



Yet so often we fail to recognise you, we fail to avail ourselves of the help you offer.  So often we barge 

on in our own strength only to fail at the first hurdle.  Forgive us we pray.  We hear your words of 

forgiveness and your invitation to return to your outstretched arms of love, those arms which provide us 

with the comfort we need which then allows us to follow your command to share your love with all we 

meet.  In your name we pray Lord Jesus saying together the prayer you taught us Our Father who art in 

Heaven Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done On earth as it is in Heaven.  Give 

us this day our daily bread Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom the power and the glory For ever. Amen 
 

This morning instead of having the reading read to us we are going to watch a video of it.  It’s a long 

story but the video has all the salient points in it.  We are all children at heart! 
 

READING   Daniel Chapter 2 

 In the second year that Nebuchadnezzar was king, he had a dream. It worried him so much that he 

couldn't sleep, 2 so he sent for his fortune tellers, magicians, sorcerers, and wizards to come and 

explain the dream to him. When they came and stood before the king, 3 he said to them, “I'm worried 

about a dream I've had. I want to know what it means.” 
4 They answered the king in Aramaic, “May Your Majesty live forever! Tell us your dream, and we will 

explain it to you.”  5 The king said to them, “I have made up my mind that you must tell me the dream 

and then tell me what it means. If you can't, I'll have you torn limb from limb and make your houses a 

pile of ruins. 6 But if you can tell me both the dream and its meaning, I will reward you with gifts and 

great honour. Now then, tell me what the dream was and what it means.” 
7 They answered the king again, “If Your Majesty will only tell us what the dream was, we will explain 

it.”  8 At that, the king exclaimed, “Just as I thought! You are trying to gain time, because you see that 

I have made up my mind 9 to give all of you the same punishment if you don't tell me the dream. You 

have agreed among yourselves to go on telling me lies because you hope that in time things will 

change. Tell me what the dream was, and then I will know that you can also tell me what it means.” 
10 The advisers replied, “There is no one on the face of the earth who can tell Your Majesty what you 

want to know. No king, not even the greatest and most powerful, has ever made such a demand of his 

fortune tellers, magicians, and wizards. 11 What Your Majesty is asking for is so difficult that no one 

can do it for you except the gods, and they do not live among human beings.” 
12 At that, the king flew into a rage and ordered the execution of all the royal advisers in Babylon. 13 So 

the order was issued for all of them to be killed, including Daniel and his friends. 

God Shows Daniel What the Dream Means 
14 Then Daniel went to Arioch, commander of the king's bodyguard, who had been ordered to carry out 

the execution. Choosing his words carefully, 15 he asked Arioch why the king had issued such a harsh 

order. So Arioch told Daniel what had happened. 



16 Daniel went at once and obtained royal permission for more time, so that he could tell the king what 

the dream meant. 17 Then Daniel went home and told his friends Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah 

what had happened. 18 He told them to pray to the God of heaven for mercy and to ask him to explain 

the mystery to them so that they would not be killed along with the other advisers in Babylon. 19 Then 

that same night the mystery was revealed to Daniel in a vision, and he praised the God of heaven: 
20 “God is wise and powerful! Praise him forever and ever. 21 He controls the times and the seasons; 

    he makes and unmakes kings; it is he who gives wisdom and understanding.  22 He reveals things 

that are deep and secret; he knows what is hidden in darkness, and he himself is surrounded by light. 
23 I praise you and honour you, God of my ancestors. You have given me wisdom and strength; you 

have answered my prayer and shown us what to tell the king.” 
24 So Daniel went to Arioch, whom the king had commanded to execute the royal advisers. He said to 

him, “Don't put them to death. Take me to the king, and I will tell him what his dream means.” 
25 At once Arioch took Daniel into King Nebuchadnezzar's presence and told the king, “I have found 

one of the Jewish exiles who can tell Your Majesty the meaning of your dream.” 
26 The king said to Daniel (who was also called Belteshazzar), “Can you tell me what I dreamed and 

what it means?” 
27 Daniel replied, “Your Majesty, there is no wizard, magician, fortune teller, or astrologer who can tell 

you that. 28 But there is a God in heaven, who reveals mysteries. He has informed Your Majesty what 

will happen in the future. Now I will tell you the dream, the vision you had while you were asleep. 
29 “While Your Majesty was sleeping, you dreamed about the future; and God, who reveals mysteries, 

showed you what is going to happen. 30 Now, this mystery was revealed to me, not because I am wiser 

than anyone else, but so that Your Majesty may learn the meaning of your dream and understand the 

thoughts that have come to you. 
31 “Your Majesty, in your vision you saw standing before you a giant statue, bright and shining, and 

terrifying to look at. 32 Its head was made of the finest gold; its chest and arms were made of silver; its 

waist and hips of bronze, 33 its legs of iron, and its feet partly of iron and partly of clay. 34 While you 

were looking at it, a great stone broke loose from a cliff without anyone touching it, struck the iron and 

clay feet of the statue, and shattered them. 35 At once the iron, clay, bronze, silver, and gold crumbled 

and became like the dust on a threshing place in summer. The wind carried it all away, leaving not a 

trace. But the stone grew to be a mountain that covered the whole earth. 
36 “This was the dream. Now I will tell Your Majesty what it means. 37 Your Majesty, you are the 

greatest of all kings. The God of heaven has made you emperor and given you power, might, and 

honour. 38 He has made you ruler of all the inhabited earth and ruler over all the animals and birds. 

You are the head of gold. 39 After you there will be another empire, not as great as yours, and after that 

a third, an empire of bronze, which will rule the whole earth. 40 And then there will be a fourth empire, 

as strong as iron, which shatters and breaks everything. And just as iron shatters everything, it will 



shatter and crush all the earlier empires. 41 You also saw that the feet and the toes were partly clay and 

partly iron. This means that it will be a divided empire. It will have something of the strength of iron, 

because there was iron mixed with the clay. 42 The toes—partly iron and partly clay—mean that part of 

the empire will be strong and part of it weak. 43 You also saw that the iron was mixed with the clay. 

This means that the rulers of that empire will try to unite their families by intermarriage, but they will 

not be able to, any more than iron can mix with clay. 44 At the time of those rulers the God of heaven 

will establish a kingdom that will never end. It will never be conquered, but will completely destroy all 

those empires and then last forever. 45 You saw how a stone broke loose from a cliff without anyone 

touching it and how it struck the statue made of iron, bronze, clay, silver, and gold. The great God is 

telling Your Majesty what will happen in the future. I have told you exactly what you dreamed, and 

have given you its true meaning.” 
46 Then King Nebuchadnezzar bowed to the ground and gave orders for sacrifices and offerings to be 

made to Daniel. 47 The king said, “Your God is the greatest of all gods, the Lord over kings, and the 

one who reveals mysteries. I know this because you have been able to explain this mystery.” 48 Then he 

gave Daniel a high position, presented him with many splendid gifts, put him in charge of the province 

of Babylon, and made him the head of all the royal advisers. 49 At Daniel's request the king put 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in charge of the affairs of the province of Babylon; Daniel, 

however, remained at the royal court. 

REFLECTION 

Are you dreaming more and if so are you remembering your dreams?  It seems that the Coronavirus is 

affecting our dreams and our ability to remember them.  The New Scientist Magazine states that 

changes in sleep patterns may mean that many of us are dreaming more or remembering more of the 

dreams that we have, while the looming threat of the virus may have affected the nature of the dreams 

themselves.  Dreams are a God given way of helping us make sense out of life – always supposing you 

can remember them.   

 

I wonder if you’ve been like Nebuchadnezzar and had the same dream but you can’t remember it.  Totally 

disturbing.  No wonder he wanted to know what the dream was and what was its meaning.  The only 

problem – no one can tell what another has dreamt. 

So here we are with King Neb totally frustrated, feeling insecure, doing what many insecure leaders do 

showing his authority in a very powerful but negative way.  Insecurity leads to blaming others and getting 

angry with others.  Death of all his advisers including Daniel and his friends was his answer to the 

problem. 

Enter stage left Daniel, secure in the knowledge that he was God’s person in the palace for this time. 

God’s representative and as such he has a lot to teach us, we  who are God’s representatives here in our 

day. 



Daniel’s actions can help us as we seek to follow God’s way in this turbulent world. 

Politeness. Polite questioning elicited the truth.  Rumours I’m sure abounded, fake news probably to the 

fore even then.  Daniel knew he needed to find out the truth and he wants to get his facts right and so he 

goes to someone who he knows will know.  He didn’t demand to know what was going on but 

CAREFULLY CHOOSING HIS WORDS asked a perfectly reasonable question - why such a harsh 

order?  And because he chose his words so carefully he got the answer.  Arioch wouldn't have been 

obliged to tell him. 

Patience 

Daniel must have known that without God he would not be able to change the situation - this was calling 

for a miracle and he was wise enough to know that some miracles are not instantaneous.  He knew it was 

something that he couldn’t do on his own but he also knew that time was short.  I don’t know about you 

but in that situation I might have been panicked into doing something and expecting God to bless 

whatever I was doing.  That is a tendency that Christians, churches have - rather than waiting to discover 

God's way we do our own thing and expect God to follow. Daniel is wise enough to know that that is not 

God's way. 

So he does the only thing possible to him and asks for time.  He goes through the right channels, getting 

royal permission.  And I suspect that he got royal permission for two reasons. 

Firstly God was honouring Daniel's decision to wait, to seek God's way.  Secondly Daniel was held in 

such high regard by the King - if you go back to chapter 1 we read that Daniel and his friends impressed 

the king more than any of the others so they became members of his court and proved themselves over 

time.  Using his God given ability to the best of his ability in his daily life allowed the king's trust to be 

built up.   We are much more likely to be listened to and our suggestions accepted when we have proved 

ourselves to be good citizens, loyal friends, good work colleagues, dependable family members. Our 

church, we as Christians need to live our lives in such a way that folk around us take note and so are 

willing to listen when we talk because we have previously gained their respect. 

Prayer  

Having gained time, Daniel knew that this was something that he could not do on his own and so he went 

to his home, his small group for help.  He gave them the facts and then told - not asked mind you- them to 

pray.  And he asked them to pray for something specific.  It wasn't a woolly, God you know what's 

happening please help.  It was a very specific prayer - have mercy on us.  Please explain the mystery. 

In Daniel's walk with God he knew that he had no right to expect that God would step in to save him, but 

he also knew that God was a God of love and mercy who would hear and answer his prayer. There was no 

arrogance in his prayer but equally there was no undue humility either and both of these extremes are 

easy for us as Christians to fall into.  Daniel had a problem which he naturally took to God - he knew 

what he needed - information that God alone could provide so he asked for it.   
 



Dr Helen Roseveare tells of a specific prayer which was answered.  A mother at our mission station died 

after giving birth to a premature baby. We tried to improvise an incubator to keep the infant alive, but the 

only hot water bottle we had was beyond repair. So during devotions that morning we asked the children 

to pray for the baby and for her little sister who was now an orphan. One of the girls responded, "Dear 

God, please send a hot water bottle today. Tomorrow will be too late because by then the baby will be 

dead.  And dear Lord, send a doll for the sister so she won't feel so lonely." That afternoon a large parcel 

arrived from England. Eagerly the children watched as we opened it. Much to their surprise, under some 

clothing was a hot water bottle! Immediately the girl who had prayed so earnestly started to dig through 

the rest of the box, exclaiming, "If God sent that, I'm sure He also sent a doll." And she was right! The 

Heavenly Father knew in advance of the child's sincere requests, and 5 months before, He had led a ladies 

group to include both of those specific articles. 
 

Do you see the great contrast here between Nebuchadnezzar and Daniel, between the world and the 

church?  When Nebuchadnezzar gets into difficulty he consults human wisdom; but Daniel appeals to the 

wisdom above. When he is at wits end, Nebuchadnezzar turns to force and decrees the death of all his 

wise men; but when Daniel sees death approaching, he takes refuge in God and relies on the power of 

prayer. Because he relies on human wisdom, power, and might, Nebuchadnezzar is worried and upset 

about many things; but because he relies on God's wisdom, power, and might, Daniel is anxious about 

nothing. It is clear to me that Daniel lives out the words of the Apostle Paul: Do not be anxious about 

anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. He 

believes that though he himself sees no possible way through the dilemma of the situation, God has a way 

and a solution for everything and he was convinced that God would make the way clear.  Though he is 

weak and knows nothing Daniel is nevertheless strong and knows everything because he is trusting the 

living God.  And so he waited expectantly and the vision was given, the prayer was answered.   

What would you have done then?  Rushed off to the king to give him the answer in case he became 

impatient and decided to action the killings in the meantime?  That would have been a reasonable action 

to take.   

Praise 

Daniel though knew that there was one thing that was more important than that and that was to honour 

God, to thank him and praise him for his mercy in answering their prayer.  He acknowledges once again 

that God is a God of power, of wisdom, of understanding, a God who reveals things - bringing things and 

people out of darkness into his own light.  He acknowledges too that he, Daniel is only the person he is 

because God has given him the talents and the abilities that he has.  So often we fail to thank God for the 

prayers that he has answered for us.   
 

Proclamation 



We're not going to look at what the dream was - I'll leave that to you to read but it tells what will happen 

in the future finishing with a new, eternal kingdom coming into being. Daniel speaks quietly but with 

authority to explain the vision and its consequences for Nebuchadnezzar couching the explanation with 

God’s desire to show the way forward. That leads Nebuchadnezzar to praise the living God – it wont last 

but at least for now he acknowledges that Daniel’s God is the One true God who has the best interests of 

all people and nations at heart. Nebuchadnezzar's behaviour after Daniel's explanation shows us that 

sometimes a religious experience can stimulate an impressive response at a superficial level and yet leave 

us untouched in the depths of our being.   

 

The world today knows that it is dreaming a bad dream but doesn’t know what it is - it needs help to sort 

it out.  We are God's people here in this world today - this passage encourages us to be like Daniel, to get 

our facts right from the horse's mouth, to take time to pray specifically, to acknowledge God and the 

answers we receive, to carry out his instructions so bringing light into our world.  Diificult – yes, 

impossible – yes from our own strength and perspective but I leave you with the words of a hymn 

Nothing is too difficult for Thee, nothing is too difficult for Thee 

Great and mighty God, great in counsel and mighty in deed 

Nothing, nothing, absolutely nothing, nothing is too difficult for Thee 

May the praise and glory go to God alone. Amen 

 

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION  created by Margaret Johnstone and read by Jack Peers 

Our Gracious God and Father you are the One who sustains us and strengthens us with thankful hearts we 

continue in our worship and bring you our prayers of intercession for ourselves and for  others  

Gracious Father You are the King of the Universe, our Creator, our Redeemer and we love You  

Despite the vastness of your creation you know each one of us by name and know our deepest thoughts 

and fears and needs. 

We are aware how precious we are to you.  We marvel at  your constant love and power bringing hope 

out of despair,  calm out of chaos, and life out of death .We need the power of your love to change our 

world as it is on the stormy seas of the pandemic, the racial unrest, the intolerance of so much suffering 

and need in so many countries. 

We know that you love your creation so much we therefore ask you to intervene in some miraculous way 

to give us all peace and hope for our future.   We remember the scientists, our  medical and nursing staff 

and the ancillary staff as they work to bring healing and comfort and hope to an uneasy world . Encourage 

them and give them the assurance of our gratitude.   

We pray for our loved ones, friends and neighbours who are facing illness , bereavement, anxiety for the 

future , loneliness, or difficulty of any kind, naming them in the silence of our hearts . Give them 

the assurance of your Presence. 



Father we give you thanks for the life of Daniel, a Judean in captivity in Babylon. He was intelligent with 

a strong character and had a deep faith in His God. You were able to reveal the secret of the Kings dreams 

to Daniel. Nebuchadnezzar was so impressed recognising that Daniel’s God was very powerful.  

Loving Father you came to us in the person of the Lord Jesus Christ to be alongside us in our humanity. 

May we follow our Lord’s example by being obedient to His way of love even to death itself.  Amen 
 

Our second hymn reminds us that it is as we fix our eyes upon God our Father, our Saviour, our 

Companion for the journey that the prayer that we make will be answered. 
 

HYMN  Be Thou my Vision  Irish 8th century translated by Mary E Byrne, revised by Eleanor H Hull   

Sung at Beverley Minster 

 

Be thou my vision O Lord of my heart, naught be all else to me save that Thou art 

Thou my best thought by day or by night, waking or sleeping Thy presence my light 
 

Be Thou my wisdom Thou my true word, I ever with Thee Thou with me Lord 

Thou my great Father I thy true son, Thou in me dwelling and I with Thee one 
 

Be Thou my battle shield sword for the fight, be Thou my dignity Thou my delight 

Thou my soul's shelter Thou my high tower, raise Thou me heavenward O Power of my power 
 

Riches I heed not nor man's empty praise, Thou mine inheritance now and always 

Thou and Thou only first in my heart, High King of heaven my treasure Thou art 
 

High King of Heaven after victory won, may I reach heaven's joys O bright heaven's sun 

Heart of my own heart whatever befall, still be my Vision O Ruler of all 
 

BENEDICTION 

God the Father, God the Son and God the Spirit lead you out into the world renewed in vigour, in hope, in 

faith and in purpose, for you have met Him here. Go knowing the blessing of the Presence of Almighty 

God working in your life and through your life today and every day. Amen 

 

 


