
 

Daniel 3 Standing firm – fiery furnace faith. 
 

WELCOME 

Good morning.  We come to worship this morning with the words of God found in Exodus chapter 20 

ringing in our ears.  They tell us of the commandments that God gave His people Israel. They remain true 

for us today.
  
“I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of 

slavery. “You shall have no other gods before me.   
 
“You shall not make for yourself a carved image, 

or any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the 

water under the earth.  

God, the One True God calls us to worship Him alone in the beauty of His holiness 

 

HYMN Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness   

                         Words: Thomas Ken.  Organ: played by Richard Irwin. 
 

Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness 

Bow down before him his glory proclaim 

Gold of obedience and incense of lowliness 

Bring and adore him the Lord is his Name 

 

Low at his feet lay thy burden of carefulness 

High on his heart he will bear it for thee 

Comfort thy sorrows and answer thy prayerfulness 

Guiding thy steps as may best for thee be 

 

Fear not to enter his courts in the slenderness 

Of the poor wealth thou canst reckon as thine 

Truth in its beauty and love in its tenderness 

These are the offerings to lay on his shrine 

 

These though we bring them in trembling and fearfulness 

He will accept for the Name that is dear 

Mornings of joy give for evenings of tearfulness 

Trust for our trembling and hope for our fear 

 

Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness 

Bow down before him his glory proclaim 

Gold of obedience and incense of lowliness 

Bring and adore him the Lord is his Name 

 



 

PRAYER OF ADORATION AND CONFESSION 

Lord God Almighty we come to bring you our praise.  We are happy to be here because we know that you 

are here with us.  We come to you today to tell you how much we love you.  Lord God you live in the 

Highest Heavens and yet you are here with us too.  You are all around us and yet you live in our hearts as 

well.  The Bible tells us that you are Holy, that there is no one like you, that you are full of majesty and 

power, you are beyond our knowledge and yet you love us so much that you limited yourself when you 

came to us in Jesus, you limited your majesty and power, you limited yourself to a certain time and space, 

you allowed yourself to become subject to the laws of your creation and yet still you did not give up your 

holiness.  You remained perfect, you remained sinless and for this we praise you.  

 

Lord God when we see your perfection, when we see your holiness we realise how weak and full of sin 

we are.  We are full of our own importance, we go in the huff when we don’t get our own way, we fight 

our corner for things which often are trivial and leave the big battles, the things which we ought to stand 

up for to someone else or worse still to no one.  Lord God please forgive us. 

 

Lord God when we hear you speaking to us so often we ignore your voice.  It is so much easier to go our 

own way and please ourselves.  We forget that you are our God; that you have promised to look after us 

and care for us.  You have promised to show us the way and much more importantly you have promised 

to come with us on the way. We have walked away from your company.  Lord God please forgive us. 

 

Lord God when we do notice that you are at work in our lives so often we fail to give you the credit.  We 

fail to tell others the Good News of what you continue to do in our lives.  We keep you to ourselves 

failing to share your love with those around us.  Lord God please forgive us. 

 

Help us to hear you speak to us today, your words of forgiveness.  Get up my child, you have been 

forgiven now come and walk with me.  And our response is Lord thank you, we do come with you and we 

pray together the family prayer which Jesus taught us Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your 

kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 

sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For 

the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.  

 

READING   Daniel 3:8-30 

8 
Some Babylonians took the opportunity to denounce the Jews. 

9 
They said to King Nebuchadnezzar, 

“May Your Majesty live forever! 
10 

Your Majesty has issued an order that as soon as the music starts, 

everyone is to bow down and worship the gold statue, 
11 

and that anyone who does not bow down and 

worship it is to be thrown into a blazing furnace. 
12 

There are some Jews whom you put in charge of 



 

the province of Babylon—Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego—who are disobeying Your Majesty's 

orders. They do not worship your god or bow down to the statue you set up.” 

13 
At that, the king flew into a rage and ordered the three men to be brought before him. 

14 
He said to 

them, “Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, is it true that you refuse to worship my god and to bow 

down to the gold statue I have set up? 
15 

Now then, as soon as you hear the sound of the trumpets, 

oboes, lyres, zithers, harps, and all the other instruments, bow down and worship the statue. If you do 

not, you will immediately be thrown into a blazing furnace. Do you think there is any god who can save 

you?” 

16 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered, “Your Majesty, we will not try to defend 

ourselves. 
17 

If the God whom we serve is able to save us from the blazing furnace and from your 

power, then he will.   
18 

But even if he doesn't, Your Majesty may be sure that we will not worship your 

god, and we will not bow down to the gold statue that you have set up.” 

 

19 
Then Nebuchadnezzar lost his temper, and his face turned red with anger at Shadrach, Meshach, 

and Abednego. So he ordered the furnace to be heated seven times hotter than usual. 
20 

And he 

commanded the strongest men in his army to tie the three men up and throw them into the blazing 

furnace. 
21 

So they tied them up, fully dressed—shirts, robes, caps, and all—and threw them into the 

blazing furnace. 
22 

Now because the king had given strict orders for the furnace to be made extremely 

hot, the flames burned up the guards who took the men to the furnace. 
23 

Then Shadrach, Meshach, 

and Abednego, still tied up, fell into the heart of the blazing fire. 

24 
Suddenly Nebuchadnezzar leaped to his feet in amazement. He asked his officials, “Didn't we tie up 

three men and throw them into the blazing furnace?” They answered, “Yes, we did, Your Majesty.” 

25 
“Then why do I see four men walking around in the fire?” he asked. “They are not tied up, and they 

show no sign of being hurt—and the fourth one looks like an angel.” 

 

26 
So Nebuchadnezzar went up to the door of the blazing furnace and called out, “Shadrach! Meshach! 

Abednego! Servants of the Supreme God! Come out!” And they came out at once. 
27 

All the princes, 

governors, lieutenant governors, and other officials of the king gathered to look at the three men, who 

had not been harmed by the fire. Their hair was not singed, their clothes were not burned, and there 

was no smell of smoke on them.  
28 

The king said, “Praise the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abednego! He sent his angel and rescued these men who serve and trust him. They disobeyed my 

orders and risked their lives rather than bow down and worship any god except their own. 

29 
“And now I command that if anyone of any nation, race, or language speaks disrespectfully of the 

God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, he is to be torn limb from limb, and his house is to be 

made a pile of ruins. There is no other god who can rescue like this.” 
30 

And the king promoted 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego to higher positions in the province of Babylon. 



 

REFLECTION PART 1  

What a difference a day makes - or a week in this instance for we left Nebuchadnezzar last week, praising 

the God of Daniel saying that there was none like him and what do we find today - King Nebuchadnezzar 

making an image of gold and ordering all people to bow down and worship it. From worshipping the one 

true holy God to this?  What has changed?   Is he someone who follows the latest fad?  We all know folk 

like that – flitting from church to church, people with no sticking power, no willingness to be in it for the 

long haul.    

 

The commentators are divided as to what the statue symbolised.  Some think that it was an image of the 

King himself.  He was setting himself up as god above all other gods.  Others think that King 

Nebuchadnezzar was way ahead of his time in political correctness.  After his dream of kingdoms failing 

the king was looking to promote political cohesion and thought he could do it through religious unanimity 

– everyone worshipping the same god.  Having tried cultural indoctrination in the first chapter he is now 

trying religious indoctrination with no thought that there can be unity in diversity; that all lives matter. 

 

This was an image which, he thought, everyone ought to be able to bow before because all they had to do 

was think it symbolised their own god.  Surely even the Jews would not deny that the gods of Babylon 

had a right to be given prominence within the confines of their own territory.  He maybe even thought 

that Daniel and his friends would have no problem bowing before it because they could say it was their 

god.   

 

How little he knew of God.  The God who had said to the Israelites on Mount Sinai worship no other gods 

than me, do not bow down to any idol or worship it, because I am the Lord your God and will tolerate no 

rivals.  How little he knew of the God who, when Aaron was persuaded by the people of Israel to make a 

bull calf out of gold so that they could worship it when Moses seemed stuck up the mountain never to 

return, said, "I am angry with these people and I am going to destroy them."  And though Moses' pleading 

stayed God's hand that time, their years in the desert were increased by forty because they were not 

willing to trust God to save them. God is gracious and merciful but He is also holy and demands our utter 

obedience.  Oh yes we get things wrong and he is forgiving but there comes a time when He asks for our 

total commitment.  And there are eternal consequences when we fail to give it.   

 

People say there are many roads to God, many different expressions of God and many religions have 

elements of truth in them.  But much later Jesus was to say, “I am the Way, the Truth and the Life, no one 

comes to the Father except through me; only those folk who acknowledge him as the one who saves 

would find their relationship with God restored. What we are about to witness is a precursor to what Jesus 

has done for us. 

 



 

So the scene is set and the men Shadrach, Mesach and Abednego were hauled before the king to account 

for their actions or perhaps for their lack of action.  Very magnanimously King Nebuchadnezzar offers 

them another chance, but that will be all.  How different from our gracious God who offers all of us who 

fail, forgiveness time after time. But God too brings us to a crucial moment when we have to decide 

whether to follow His way or not, whether to stand up and be counted for him.   

 

Shadrach, Mesach and Abednego have quietly acknowledged God as the one true God as the only one to 

worship, as the only one to follow for years.  They were living in Babylon where there would have been 

lots of opportunities to sample other gods, but in the small decisions in their lives they have honoured 

God who has promised to be with them.  They have already known God acting in their lives and in the 

lives of their friends.  They have seen God in action, they have experienced God in action.  And that is 

what allows them to take their stand.   

 

So the answer to the King's question - do you think that there is any god who can save you is a resounding 

YES.  They are prepared to stake their lives on the answer.  They are convinced that He will be there for 

them but even if He isn't they will not compromise their faith in him.  Having been faithful throughout the 

years in small things they are now called to be faithful in a biggie.  Compromise is so easy isn't it, staying 

silent when we should speak out, giving an uneasy smile where there should have been none. If we are 

not uncompromising in the little things it will be well nigh impossible for us to stand up for the big 

things.   

 

In our day and age where everyone is clamouring for their right to believe in whatever god they want, we 

have an obligation to stand up and be counted for our God for His way.  How can people make a decision 

when they don't know what's on offer?  And how can they know what's on offer if they don't see and hear 

the message of the saving love of God from us who know.  Our God is not just a topic for religious 

discussion He is the living God of history whose love for His world and His people is life changing.  

The King got their message more loudly and clearly as these friends stood before him silently resisting 

and bravely facing the furnace than if they had each preached a lengthy sermon. 

Ecclesiastes tells us that there is a time for silence and a time to speak - we need the wisdom to know 

when to do which and the courage to neglect neither. As we ponder what that means for our lives today 

let us meditate on the words of the Stuart Townend hymn The Lord's my Shepherd/I'll trust in him. 

 

MEDITATION      The Lord’s my Shepherd/I’ll trust in Him   

                                 Stuart Townend ©1996 Thank you Music CCLI 600239, 634212, 27185 

 

The Lord’s my shepherd I’ll not want.  He makes me lie in pastures green 

He leads me by the still, still waters, His goodness restores my soul. 



 

And I will trust in you alone and I will trust in you alone  

For your endless mercy follows me your goodness will lead me home  

 

He guides my ways in righteousness and He anoints my head with oil,  

And my cup it overflows with joy, I feast on His pure delights  

And I will trust in you alone and I will trust in you alone  

For your endless mercy follows me your goodness will lead me home  

And though I walk the darkest path I will not fear the evil one 

For you are with me and your rod and staff are the comfort I need to know.   

And I will trust in you alone and I will trust in you alone  

For your endless mercy follows me your goodness will lead me home  

 

REFELCTION PART 2  

I want to finish with three observations: 

 

God delivered these three men not from the fire but in the fire. These three were willing, in a huge leap of 

faith, to trust that God would save them, while remaining faithful to Him if He did not.  God does not 

always deliver us from the fire, he sometimes has a purpose for allowing us to go into the fire. 

 

Talking about the fourth person present the Good News Version talks about an angel but that is an 

inaccurate translation; a son of God is what is written. What this passage seems to say is that Jesus, who 

is not yet born on earth but we believe as Christians already exists, comes to be with the men in the fire.  

He comes and does three things: 

He walks with them, untying the things that bind them.  They were able, because of his presence with 

them, to walk freely.  Each one of us has things in our lives that constrain us - perhaps memories of times 

gone by - perhaps addictive behaviours that no matter how hard we try we cannot get rid of, you will 

know yourself what keeps you from freely walking with God.  Sometimes it takes a life threatening storm 

for us to find the God who saves, who protects, who frees, who gives us new life. 

 

He saves and protects.  Not a hair was singed - what was it Jesus said?  Talking to his disciples about the 

trials that lay ahead he said, “Everyone will hate you because of me.  BUT not a single hair from your 

head will be lost.”  By standing firm you will gain life. 

 

And that is what he gave to these three men - new life.  Their lives would never be the same again after 

that experience.  They had met the living Lord and lived.  They had stood firm - it would have been so 

easy for them to have followed the King’s instructions for an easy life in the short term. But they had 

stood firm and found God in a new and life changing way. 



 

 

Their actions challenge each one of us, for each of us this week will face the opportunity to compromise 

to the way of this world or to stand firm.  God grant us the grace and the faith to stand up for him and his 

way so that others may see the difference that God alone can make to life. 

 

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION 

Gracious God as we are unable to come together physically let us take to heart the words of Acts 7:49: 

‘Heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool. What kind of house will you build for me?’ says the 

Lord. ‘Or where will my resting place be?’ We praise and exalt you and hope that your resting place will 

be in our hearts and minds. We give thanks that your presence is with us always. 

 

Blessed are you Lord our God, for you come to us and seek to make your home with us. Let our doors 

and our ears be open to you. We thank you for your enduring presence in these strange times and give 

thanks for the sure knowledge that you are with us always. Let our hearts find our rest and their joy in 

you, that we may grow in grace and live to your glory.  Blessed are you, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

 

We ask your blessing upon all who proclaim the Good News. We pray especially for Margaret our 

minister, for all our Elders and for all who bear your name. We pray for preachers and evangelists, for 

teachers as they prepare for the reopening of our schools. Give them courage and resolve but most 

importantly keep them and their pupils safe. We bring before you all those who are involved in youth 

work, either in Sunday Schools or youth groups, and pray that your hand will be upon the work of 

Scripture Union as they seek to bring the Gospel to our children. We bring before you all who are 

studying in our colleges and universities facing an uncertain future and rejoice that you are the God of all, 

the God of learning, the God of young and old alike. 

May we hear and receive your word, that it may grow in us and that we may serve you. We pray for all 

who have never heard  or who have closed their minds to the Gospel, may the light of Christ shine 

through us into the darkest reaches of our world. Loving God, Hear us and help us. 

 

We give thanks for the harvests of our world and for those who provide us with food and our needs. We 

thank you for all those who supply our needs locally and who have gone the extra mile to deliver supplies 

to the most vulnerable in our society. Giving thanks Dear Lord for the work of our Food Banks, ensuring 

that none go hungry. We pray for our farmers and all who work in agriculture. We ask your blessing upon 

all who suffer from a bad harvest, remembering those countries in Africa dealing with a devastating 

drought. We remember the world poor and the hungry. We ask your guidance upon all who work for Fair 

Trade. We ask that our large multi-national companies commit or recommit to Fairtrade thus ensuring 

that farmers throughout the world are lifted out of poverty. We pray that more of us will buy ethical and 

fairly traded products. Loving God, Hear us and help us. 



 

We give thanks for our homes and pray that you will always be at home in our homes and our hearts. We 

pray for the young who are growing up in faith and for their nurture. May we all make room in our lives 

and our days to know you and your love. We remember all who are struggling with their relationships and 

pray for all who have hardened their hearts. Loving God, Hear us and help us. 

 

We ask your guidance upon all who are caught up in the cares of the world, who are over-wrought and 

anxious, those who have suffered the effect of the virus, those who are alone, those who are afraid and we 

give thanks for all who work for their mental wellbeing. We remember those who are especially fearful of 

what the future holds. for employment, for their families and for their very homes, bring them comfort 

and bring wisdom to our politicians to ensure that we become a fair and equitable society. We bring 

before you Heavenly Father all those who have become lost in materialism and know no standards but 

those of wealth. We pray for all who have become poor in spirit. We ask your blessing upon all who are 

ill or suffering and their loved ones who care for them. Bless and protect all our frontline works who have 

given so much during this crisis, bringing before you those who have sacrificed their lives to serve us, 

may they rise in glory. Loving God, Hear us and help us. 

 

We give thanks for your saints in glory and pray that our loved ones departed may know the joy of your 

kingdom. We commend this world, our families and ourselves to your unfailing love. 

Merciful Father accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen 

 

HYMN Our confidence is in the Lord  

 Noel and Tricia Richards © 1989 Kingsway’s Thankyou Music CCLI 600239, 634212, 27185 

 

Our confidence is in the Lord, the source of our salvation 

Rest is found in Him alone, the Author of creation 

We will not fear the evil day, because we have a refuge 

In every circumstance we say our hope is built on Jesus 

 

He is our fortress we will never be shaken 

He is our fortress we will never be shaken 

We will put our trust in God, we will put our trust in God 

 

BENEDICTION 

May God make safe to you each steep, make open to you each pass make clear to you each road and may 

he take you in the clasp of his own two hands.  The blessing of the Father, Son and Spirit be upon you 

today and every day. Amen   

 


