
Back with God  

Ashkirk, Ettrick and Yarrow and Selkirk 9th August 2020 

Welcome and introduction  Fiona Corbett 

Good Morning or Evening depending on what time of day you are listening or 
relistening to our service of Worship together. 

Welcome to our Back to School with God service which is also about all of us turning 
Back to God. 

Today we are thinking about the start of a new school year and how we might 
prepare well. All of us are settling back into a routine after a major time of change 
and challenge. Perhaps you are starting school for the first time, are going into a new 
year group or moving on to further study or university. Maybe, as an adult, you are 
starting a new job, or going back to work, retiring, moving into a new home or even 
just getting out and about after lockdown. In all these things it is normal to feel really 
excited but also very nervous, both at the same time! 

Sometimes we might wonder what lies ahead in the days and weeks to come, but 
there is a Bible verse to encourage and remind us. It says… 

The Lord is close to everyone who prays, to all who truly pray to 
him. He gives those who fear him what they want. He listens when 
they cry, and he saves them. Psalm 145:18-19 (ICB) 

This Bible verse is a wonderful reminder that God not only hears us when we 
pray, he wants to come close to us, care for us and rescue us. God wants us 
to talk to him about everything. He wants us to stop, take time, turn back to 
him and speak to him first, for he is waiting patiently for us and always has 
done…. So let’s talk to him now as we sing our first hymn and remind 
ourselves and each other 

641 Seek ye first the kingdom of God… knock and the door Will be opened to you 

 



Opening  Prayer   Marjory Dooley 

Father, we bring our busy minds before you in humble worship. 

 Thank you that you are close when we talk to you.  Thank you that you listen to us; 
that your son came to die to save us; that you love us deeply.  Thank you that you 
hear the cries of our heart. 

Forgiving God, we bring before you those things which we would rather not carry 
away from here - our guilt, our worries and doubts. Please take our burdens away 
and open our hearts and minds to worship you alone. 

Your generous outpouring of grace reminds us of the fruitful life we are called to 
bear. May the gifts of our money given to the church throughout this pandemic and 
the gifts of our time and labour embody our desire to share and contribute to your 
coming reign among us. 

As we come together this morning, may we be aware of your presence.  Help us to 
listen to your words in the Bible.  Help us to know what you want to teach us.  Give 
us hearts that long to obey you. 

In your name we pray Lord Jesus saying together the prayer you taught us. 

Our Father who art in Heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
be done on earth as it is in Heaven.  Give us each day our daily bread.  Forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory.  For ever. Amen 

Setting the scene    Jane Peers 

Nearly 600 years before Jesus was born Judah was conquered by the Babylonians 
and many Israelites were carried off to Babylon. Some young Israelite men like 
Daniel were trained to be civil servants and advisors to the king of Babylon, 
Nebuchadnezzar. Babylonians worshipped their own gods and even statues. Daniel 
and his friends worshipped the Lord God and prayed to him three times a day. 
Daniel and his friends had some adventures but trusted God to look after them. God 
even helped Daniel to understand Nebuchadnezzar’s dreams…  

Daniel 4:1-10, 19-37 Marjory Dooley 

King Nebuchadnezzar, 

To the nations and peoples of every language, who live in all the earth: 

May you prosper greatly! 

It is my pleasure to tell you about the miraculous signs and wonders that the Most 
High God has performed for me. 

How great are his signs, how mighty his wonders! His kingdom is an eternal 
kingdom; his dominion endures from generation to generation. 



I, Nebuchadnezzar, was at home in my palace, contented and prosperous. I had a 
dream that made me afraid. As I was lying in bed, the images and visions that 
passed through my mind terrified me. So I commanded that all the wise men of 
Babylon be brought before me to interpret the dream for me. When the 
magicians, enchanters, astrologers and diviners came, I told them the dream, but 
they could not interpret it for me. Finally, Daniel came into my presence and I told 
him the dream. (He is called Belteshazzar, after the name of my god, and the spirit of 
the holy gods is in him.) 

I said, “Belteshazzar, chief of the magicians, I know that the spirit of the holy gods is 
in you, and no mystery is too difficult for you. Here is my dream; interpret it for 
me. These are the visions I saw while lying in bed: I looked, and there before me 
stood a tree in the middle of the land. Its height was enormous. 

Continuing from verse 19 

Then Daniel (also called Belteshazzar) was greatly perplexed for a time, and his 
thoughts terrified him. So the king said, “Belteshazzar, do not let the dream or its 
meaning alarm you.” 

Belteshazzar answered, “My lord, if only the dream applied to your enemies and its 
meaning to your adversaries! The tree you saw, which grew large and strong, with its 
top touching the sky, visible to the whole earth, with beautiful leaves and abundant 
fruit, providing food for all, giving shelter to the wild animals, and having nesting 
places in its branches for the birds— Your Majesty, you are that tree! You have 
become great and strong; your greatness has grown until it reaches the sky, and 
your dominion extends to distant parts of the earth. 

“Your Majesty saw a holy one, a messenger, coming down from heaven and saying, 
‘Cut down the tree and destroy it, but leave the stump, bound with iron and bronze, 
in the grass of the field, while its roots remain in the ground. Let him be drenched 
with the dew of heaven; let him live with the wild animals, until seven times pass by 
for him.’ 

“This is the interpretation, Your Majesty, and this is the decree the Most High has 
issued against my lord the king: You will be driven away from people and will live 
with the wild animals; you will eat grass like the ox and be drenched with the dew of 
heaven. Seven times will pass by for you until you acknowledge that the Most High is 
sovereign over all kingdoms on earth and gives them to anyone he wishes. The 
command to leave the stump of the tree with its roots means that your kingdom will 
be restored to you when you acknowledge that Heaven rules. Therefore, Your 
Majesty, be pleased to accept my advice: Renounce your sins by doing what is right, 
and your wickedness by being kind to the oppressed. It may be that then your 
prosperity will continue.” 

All this happened to King Nebuchadnezzar. Twelve months later, as the king was 
walking on the roof of the royal palace of Babylon, he said, “Is not this the great 
Babylon I have built as the royal residence, by my mighty power and for the glory of 
my majesty?” 



Even as the words were on his lips, a voice came from heaven, “This is what is 
decreed for you, King Nebuchadnezzar: Your royal authority has been taken from 
you. You will be driven away from people and will live with the wild animals; you will 
eat grass like the ox. Seven times will pass by for you until you acknowledge that the 
Most High is sovereign over all kingdoms on earth and gives them to anyone he 
wishes.” 

Immediately what had been said about Nebuchadnezzar was fulfilled. He was driven 
away from people and ate grass like the ox. His body was drenched with the dew of 
heaven until his hair grew like the feathers of an eagle and his nails like the claws of 
a bird. 

At the end of that time, I, Nebuchadnezzar, raised my eyes toward heaven, and my 
sanity was restored. Then I praised the Most High; I honored and glorified him who 
lives forever. 

His dominion is an eternal dominion; 
    his kingdom endures from generation to generation. 
All the peoples of the earth are regarded as nothing. 
He does as he pleases with the powers of heaven and the peoples of the earth. 
No one can hold back his hand or say to him: “What have you done?” 

At the same time that my sanity was restored, my honor and splendor were returned 
to me for the glory of my kingdom. My advisers and nobles sought me out, and I was 
restored to my throne and became even greater than before. Now I, 
Nebuchadnezzar, praise and exalt and glorify the King of heaven, because 
everything he does is right and all his ways are just. And those who walk in pride he 
is able to humble. 

What was all that about?  Jane Peers 

In 1984, Jack and I had a trip to West Berlin. We were quite aware of the wall, which 
we kept bumping into around surprising corners. One of the things I particularly 
remember is looking at the Brandenburg Gate, so famous and imposing but 
surrounded by tank traps. And on the other side of the Berlin wall. We crossed the 
wall one afternoon on a coach tour of East Berlin with an East Berlin guide. She 
showed us Unter den Linden Strasse and various government buildings. The most 
memorable sight was in the Pergamon museum. 

         



 

I stood and looked absolutely awestruck as she started telling us this, the Ishtar 
Gate, was built by King Nebuchadnezzar. She then explained who he was because 
clearly under the communist regime people weren’t expected to know the story of 
Daniel. It's ever so impressive. Absolutely huge, built about 575 B.C. Even before 
people in Scotland started building brochs, so presumably people living up here at 
that time lived in caves or mud and wattle shelters or rough stone houses. But in 
Babylon, they had this fabulous tiled building just as the gateway to the city. 

It's amazing, and on the road towards it, there are at least eight panels like this on 
each side with the beautiful blue and yellow and white and grey tiles. Absolutely 
fantastic! How proud the people of Babylon must have been of their city that shone 
like this. Certainly, Nebuchadnezzar was very proud of it. Perhaps it is something 
like Stirling Castle painted in King's gold, so that from other parts of Scotland, or at 
least from Edinburgh, you can see the golden castle, showing how powerful the king 
was at the time that that was built. 

It's hardly surprising, I think, that Nebuchadnezzar was really, really proud of what he 
had achieved. Two and a half thousand years later I was certainly impressed when I 
saw what he built. It's an amazing sight and not really something that I expected to 
see in grey Berlin. No wonder Nebuchadnezzar was conceited. 

Nebuchadnezzar had a dream that scared him. He didn't understand it, and it was 
very vivid. What was he going to do about it? He wanted to know what it meant. It 
was a warning from God, “don't get too big for your boots”. For a while, everything 
was OK, he heeded the warning. After a year, he was walking on the walls, looking 
across the city, maybe seeing his beautiful blue gates or other impressive buildings. 

He said, “Look how great Babylon is! I built it as my capital city to display my power 
and might, my glory and majesty.” 

The warning was forgotten. And the downfall was dramatic. Instead of being the ruler 
of a mighty empire. He was a lost man wandering the fields. Eating grass by choice. 
Not living in a building. But out in the open, for seven years. Then God restored his 
sanity and his kingdom. A very dramatic story. A very traumatic event in 
Nebuchadnezzar’s life.  

When we read stories in the Bible, it's a good idea to think: 

What does this story tell us about God? 

In the Ten Commandments, God says, remember who I am, I am a jealous God. 

When we accuse someone normally of being jealous, we think of them wanting what 
someone else has, they are jealous of a new car and want one just like it or 
someone’s good looks. But that isn't the jealousy of God. God wants us to know that 
he is God. 

We shouldn't take praise for ourselves which is God’s. We should give God the glory 
for His actions. We aren't to say that I did this when it isn't true.  



God's anger doesn't last forever. Nebuchadnezzar was forgiven. He realized that 
God is God and God should be given glory. Nebuchadnezzar told his story in the 
book of Daniel. God forgave Nebuchadnezzar. God’s forgiveness lead to 
Nebuchadnezzar’s salvation.  

God forgives and God Saves. 

In the story we hear that God is powerful, all powerful. Life is in God's hands. 
Success is in God’s hands. We may have to work and strive or take steps of faith but 
God is the one with the power. It is God who makes things happen. 

God notices all these people. God knows what's happening and notices what we 
think and what we say.  

When we read stories in the Bible, we also ask: 

What does the story tell us about ourselves? 

Where do we see ourselves in this story? Do we, like Nebuchadnezzar, sometimes 
forget that God is God? God is all powerful. The story reminds us to remember 
always that God’s power is absolute and complete.  

Maybe like Daniel, we should be brave and trust God when we have something 
scary, intimidating to do. Daniel told the unpalatable truth about that dream. He didn't 
want to tell Nebuchadnezzar that it was likely to end up in a bad way, it's not the sort 
of thing an adviser generally tells the king. Daniel trusted God to be with him through 
the many pitfalls of life as a royal servant. God didn’t let him down. 

Daniel prayed three times a day. He regularly spent time quietly on his own with 
God. He talked to God and listened to God. This is how he knew that God was with 
him as he faced difficulties and danger. So we learn that God is with us and together 
with him we can do whatever needs to be done. 

We, like Nebuchadnezzar, are sometimes inclined to take the glory. This story 
reminds us to give glory to God, our friend and companion throughout life. 

We remind ourselves of our constant companion as we sing ‘What a friend we have 
in Jesus’. 

547 What a friend we have in Jesus 

WHAT A FRIEND WE HAVE IN JESUS, 

All our sins and griefs to bear! 
What a privilege to carry 
Everything to God in prayer! 
O what peace we often forfeit! 
O what needless pain we bear! 
All because we do not carry 
Everything to God in prayer. 
 
Have we trials and temptations? 
Is there trouble anywhere? 



We should never be discouraged; 
Take it to the Lord in prayer. 
Can we find a friend so faithful 
Who will all our sorrows share? 
Jesus knows our every weakness; 
Take it to the Lord in prayer. 
 
Are we weak and heavy-laden, 
Cumbered with a load of care? 
Precious Saviour, still our refuge, 
Take it to the Lord in prayer. 
Do thy friends despise, forsake thee? 
Take it to the Lord in prayer; 
In His arms He’ll take and shield thee, 
Thou wilt find a solace there. 
 
Prayer John, Daniel and Thea Moley, Finlay Gray and Harry Dooley   

On this Back to School with God Sunday we want to pray for our children, teachers, 
all children and families workers and for the following schools - Kirkhope Primary, 
Knowepark Primary, Lilliesleaf Primary, St.Joseph's School, Selkirk High School and 
Yarrow Primary School.   

It is a privilege to be able to support schools in prayer, particularly as we all know 
they have been through a difficult time.  We pray for pupils, staff members, SU 
Group leaders, parents, grandparents and all who have at one time attended school. 

So we can all take part - at different points when we hear the words "Lord, hear our 
prayer,"  we will respond by saying together the words:  Thank you, God, that you 
are close to us when we pray. 

Let us pray. 

Father God, we pray for our nurseries and those who work in them.  Thank you, 
Lord, for watching over our little children. Thank you that you love them.  We pray 
you will help nursery staff in the amazing job they do, creating happy places where 
our children can be safe and cared for well.  Please help the children to settle, make 
friends and learn to love and help one another.  Lord, hear our prayer. 

All:  Thank you, God that you are close to us when we pray. 

Father God, thank you for our primary schools and all those who work in them.  
Thank you that we are able to get back to school again and we remember in prayer 
all the children in the world who have no school to go to.  Please encourage our 
school staff, who do such a brilliant job of running our schools.  Help them to adjust 
to a new routine.  Please help all the boys and girls who are starting school for the 
first time, or who are nervous about returning to school.  Help them to settle quickly 
and know that you are with them.  When we are worried like Daniel remind us that 
we can turn to you and ask for help.  Lord, hear our prayer. 

Thank you, God that you are close to us when we pray. 



Father God, thank you for the Bible story of Daniel and for his good character, 
shaped by prayer.  Lord, we pray the same might be said of those who work or study 
in our secondary schools.  We pray that we may be people who can be trusted: who 
work hard: are respectful and kind. Lord, we are grateful for our education. Help us 
to appreciate those who teach us. As we go back to school or on to further education 
help those who are anxious or afraid.  Strengthen our school community so that we 
might help and support one another.  Lord, hear our prayer. 

All:  Thank you, God that you are close to us when we pray. 

Our Heavenly Father, thank you for this service today and for the reminder that 
prayer shapes, prayer saves. Remind us to pray for our schools, those who work in 
them and the children and young people who attend them.  We pray for the SU 
Groups that meet in them, asking that pupils will grasp what a great God you are.  
We lift our children to you.  We love them, and we want to see them flourish at 
school. Lord, thank you for sustaining them through the months spent at home.  Help 
them now to readjust and to gladly benefit from being part of a church and school 
family once more.  We ask you to bless our community and our role as a church 
within it.  May our prayers make a difference!  Lord, hear our prayer. 

All:  Thank you, God that you are close to us when we pray.  AMEN. 

530 ONE MORE STEP ALONG THE WORLD I GO, 
One more step along the world I go, 
One more step along the world I go, 
From the old things to the new, 
Keep me travelling along with You. 

And it's from the old I travel to the new, 
Keep me travelling along with You. 

 
Round the corners of the world I turn, 
More and more about the world I learn. 
All the new things that I see, 
You'll be looking at along with me. 
 
As I travel through the bad and good, 
Keep me travelling the way I should. 
Where I see no way to go, 
You'll be telling me the way, I know. 
 
Give me courage when the world is rough, 
Keep me loving when the world is tough. 
Leap and sing in all I do, 
Keep me travelling along with You. 
 
You are older than the world can be, 
You are younger than the life in me. 
Ever old and ever new, Keep me travelling along with You. 



 

Blessing    Fiona Corbett 

As we close may the living God go with us, 
May God go behind us to encourage us, 
Go beside us, to befriend us, 
Be above us, to watch over us, 
Be beneath us, to lift us from our sorrows, 
Be within us, to give us the gifts of Faith, Hope and Love 
And always before us to show us the right way. 
Amen 
 

 


