
Sunday 16
th

 August 2020 – The Writing on the Wall 

WELCOME 

Good morning and welcome to worship this morning.  It is good to be back with you having thoroughly 

enjoyed my holiday.  Many thanks to the Moderator for his services and it was a joy to come back to the 

Worship Group leading the service last Sunday 

Hebrews 4:12  

For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of 

soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart. 

Luke 11:28  

But he said, “Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and keep it!” 

Our first hymn reminds us that sometimes things are not as they seem.  What looks like a dead bulb 

brings forth beautiful flowers.  Life is not always easy to discern but as Christians we believe that God 

knows the end from the beginning and is willing to guide us in His love – a love that brings comfort but a 

love too that brings challenge.  I wonder how many folk know that the phrase the writing’s on the wall 

which is commonly used comes from the Bible indeed from the passage we’ll read later.  For now we 

worship the Creator God who brings life from death.  In the bulb there is a flower 

 

HYMN     727  In the bulb there is a flower 

In the bulb there is a flower, in the seed, an apple tree; 

In cocoons, a hidden promise: butterflies will soon be free! 

In the cold and snow of winter there’s a spring that waits to be, 

Unrevealed until its season something God alone can see. 

 

There’s a song in every silence, seeking word and melody. 

There’s a dawn in every darkness bringing hope to you and me. 

From the past will come the future, what it holds a mystery. 

Unrevealed until its season something God alone can see. 

 

In our end is our beginning: in our time, infinity, 

In our doubt there is believing, in our life eternity. 

In our death a resurrection, at the last a victory, 

Unrevealed until its season something God alone can see. 

 

PRAYER OF ADORATION AND CONFESSION 

God of creation to you be all praise, most mighty your working.  God who created light and dark day and 

night time the One who has intervened in history throughout all time we worship you.  Your hand O God 

has guided folks throughout generations to follow in your ways.  Loving God we worship you, the One 

who has shown us true love, the One who offers us your presence each and every day of our lives. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+4%3A12&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+11%3A28&version=ESV


Lord God you entered our time and our space in Jesus your Son our Saviour.  Lord Jesus you took the 

time to show the folks of your day God’s way of living God’s way of loving.  Lord Jesus we worship you 

as your example shines like a beacon of light down through the centuries beckoning us to join you, in 

loving others so shining the light of love into our world. 

Holy Spirit of God present as chaos was brought to order, today you remind us of God’s way of living 

you offer us your guidance your protection your comfort and you confront us when we are not living in 

the way we want to live let alone living in the way we know God would have us live.  Holy Spirit of God 

we worship you for being willing to confront and comfort in equal measure. 

Almighty God your love is without measure, your mercy reaches into our lives day after day.  Forgive us 

when we fail to take note of your promptings, forgive us when we hear you and decide not to follow you, 

forgive us when in apathy we fail to display your love to others.  In sorrow we turn once more to you 

asking for your mercy and forgiveness.  Forgive us when we are surprised to find you there welcoming us 

warmly back into the fold of your love.  Help us to commit to your ways once more assured of the 

presence of your Holy Spirit to help us.  In Jesus name we pray saying together the words He taught Our 

Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power and the glory are 

yours, now and forever. Amen.  

 

READING   Daniel 5:1-17 

One night King Belshazzar invited a thousand noblemen to a great banquet, and they drank wine 

together. 
2 

While they were drinking, Belshazzar gave orders to bring in the gold and silver cups and 

bowls which his father Nebuchadnezzar had carried off from the Temple in Jerusalem. The king sent 

for them so that he, his noblemen, his wives, and his concubines could drink out of them. 
3 
At once the 

gold cups and bowls were brought in, and they all drank wine out of them 
4 

and praised gods made of 

gold, silver, bronze, iron, wood, and stone. 

5 
Suddenly a human hand appeared and began writing on the plaster wall of the palace, where the light 

from the lamps was shining most brightly. And the king saw the hand as it was writing. 
6 

He turned 

pale and was so frightened that his knees began to shake. 
7 

He shouted for someone to bring in the 

magicians, wizards, and astrologers. When they came in, the king said to them, “Anyone who can read 

this writing and tell me what it means will be dressed in robes of royal purple, wear a gold chain of 

honour around his neck, and be the third in power in the kingdom.” 
8 
The royal advisers came 

forward, but none of them could read the writing or tell the king what it meant. 
9 

In his distress King 

Belshazzar grew even paler, and his noblemen had no idea what to do. 

10 
The queen mother heard the noise made by the king and his noblemen and entered the banquet hall. 

She said, “May Your Majesty live forever! Please do not be so disturbed and look so pale. 
11 

There is a 

man in your kingdom who has the spirit of the holy gods in him. When your father was king, this man 



showed good sense, knowledge, and wisdom like the wisdom of the gods. And King Nebuchadnezzar, 

your father made him chief of the fortune tellers, magicians, wizards, and astrologers. 
12 

He has 

unusual ability and is wise and skilful in interpreting dreams, solving riddles, and explaining 

mysteries; so send for this man Daniel, whom the king named Belteshazzar, and he will tell you what 

all this means.” 

13 
Daniel was brought at once into the king's presence, and the king said to him, “Are you Daniel, that 

Jewish exile whom my father the king brought here from Judah? 
14 

I have heard that the spirit of the 

holy gods is in you and that you are skilful and have knowledge and wisdom. 
15 

The advisers and 

magicians were brought in to read this writing and tell me what it means, but they could not discover 

the meaning. 
16 

Now I have heard that you can find hidden meanings and explain mysteries. If you can 

read this writing and tell me what it means, you will be dressed in robes of royal purple, wear a gold 

chain of honour around your neck, and be the third in power in the kingdom.” 

17 
Daniel replied, “Keep your gifts for yourself or give them to someone else. I will read for Your 

Majesty what has been written and tell you what it means. 

REFLECTION 

Daniel 5 The writing on the wall 

The writing on the wall – God in His love prompting a response from Belshazzar who had turned away 

from the God who his father had grown to love and worship.  Earthly fathers help their children to make 

wise decisions by confronting them with hard truths about their behaviour.  Our heavenly Father does the 

same. He is not a laissez faire God – he loves us too much for that. 

Let me set the scene for you for a moment.  We do have historical problems arising from the passage we 

heard today.  Belshazzar was not Nebuchadnezzar's son - however the word father can also mean ancestor 

or predecessor.  The writer of Daniel wants to bring out the contrast between God's last message to King 

Nebuchadnezzar and his last to Belshazzar. 

Belshazzar was not where he should have been. As King on the eve of a battle he should have been with 

his troops, preparing for battle. But such was his pride, such was his confidence in his troops in the walls 

surrounding the city that he was happy to have the most lavish of banquets, the most riotous drunken 

party with his nobles who also ought to have been thinking of battle. A good time was had by all until the 

writing on the wall - God's hand at work, proclaiming his word.  He had been forgotten, in fact worse he 

had been abused.  The cups from the temple had been desecrated, made fun of - and all the worse because 

it never occurred to Belshazzar what he was doing.  He saw something nice and wanted it for himself. 

Hand writing – can you remember being taught to write at school?  I well remember how proud I was to 

be given a special pencil and taught how to do joined up writing.  Experts say they can tell a lot about a 

person’s personality and character by looking at their handwriting. Perhaps too we can  see God’s 

character in His writing. God’s love is constant throughout, but the way in which He communicates it 

with people is seen in different ways. 



If you went through the Bible you’d find that God sometimes speaks - a voice is heard directly think of 

Samuel in the temple, sometimes he speaks through other people and not always godly people - Balaam 

was a pagan and yet God used him and of course his donkey too to get his message across.  He uses 

dreams and visions and folk to interpret them - think Joseph in Egypt, think Daniel.  He uses himself - 

Jesus the Word made flesh.  He uses the Holy Spirit.  

When God communicates He longs for a response.   

Here the fingers of God's hand write his message on the wall.  The finger of God is used three other times 

in the Bible - in Exodus the magicians tell Pharoah that the 3
rd

 plague is the finger of God.  Time for 

Pharaoh to change his mind, but he didn't his heart became harder.   

At Mount Sinai when God finished speaking with Moses he gave him two tablets of stone inscribed by 

the finger of God - God's rules for right living.   

Jesus himself showing that he was using God's authority to drive out demons said, “If I drive out demons 

by the finger of God then the kingdom of God has come to you."  God's authority right there in the midst 

of everyday life for those who believe in Him.  And of course who can forget the dramatic gesture of 

Jesus when the woman who had committed adultery was brought to him he used his finger to write on the 

ground giving time for compassion and mercy not condemnation.   

God uses different ways to get his message across. He longs for a response. 

 What is it that he is saying to you today?  Sometimes he speaks words of comfort but our God is holy, 

pure and righteous so sometimes he speaks words of judgement all so that we may respond and change 

our ways, change our focus from ourselves to him once more.  That is an ongoing process for the rest of 

our lives here on earth.  Sometimes his words make us tremble, but they make us tremble for a reason.  

God never leaves us without hope unless we finally say no to him.  Jesus tells us that faith, faith in him, 

faith, small as a mustard seed is all that's required. 

Are you growing a bit tired of the way in which God's representative always seems to be brought out at 

the last?  Always it’s the sorcerers the magicians, the astrologers first and only when they can’t bring true 

understanding does God get a look in.   

Our world is not much different is it?  People know that there is something wrong with their lives, they 

know something is missing but how often God comes last in their thinking.   

We too, when we have problems, how often we try to sort it out by ourselves and as a last resort turn to 

pray.  How much hardship we could save ourselves if we turned to him first.   

Daniel though has been quietly in the background, presumably going about his business in a godly way, 

continuing to pray, continuing to put God first in his life, praying that once again God will use him.  He's 

now about 80, how easy it would have been for him to become despondent, to wonder whether his life 

had been of any use at all in the greater scheme of things.  How excited he must have been when 

Nebuchadnezzar changed his ways and so also the ways of his kingdom.  How downhearted he must have 



been as he saw over the years after Nebuchadnezzar's death things falling apart once more.  And yet he 

remained faithful, willing to be used whenever he was called on.   

A very useful role model for us as God's church - to patiently continue to live in God's way while those 

around us forget us, forget God, to be willing to engage in society, with people, when the time is right. 

The writing on the wall laid things on the line for Belshazzar and Daniel was not afraid to confront him.  

The words “MENE, MENE, TEKEL UPHARSIN” are basically this: “Numbered, Numbered, Weighed 

and Divided.” Your kingdom has been numbered, you have been weighed in the balance and found 

lacking. The kingdom will now be divided and given to the Medes and the Persians. The judgment of God 

was there. There was no more discussion. 

Daniel confronted him in three ways.  The importance of history, of God's story in the lives of the 

Babylonians up till now.  Belshazzar knew Nebuchadnezzar so he would have known his fall from grace, 

he would have known his restoration, he would have known how the Babylonians responded and lived in 

God's way for a while at Nebuchadnezzar’s command.  God's story had become part of Nebuchadnezzar 

‘s story, part of his history.  And yet Belshazzar had turned his back and gone his own way.   

We ignore God's story and the way in which it in the past has been our story, our church's story, our 

family's story at our peril. There are times in our lives when it is good to remember how God has acted in 

our lives in the past.  Why not take time to do that now?  Pause the video and then when you are ready 

let’s continue. 

Daniel confronted him with the importance of history, he confronted him too with his own pride and 

arrogance. "You have not humbled yourself," he says, "even though you knew all this.  Instead you have 

set yourself up against the Lord of heaven.  You did not honour the God who holds in his hand your life 

and all your ways."  There are times when the people of God and that means you and me are called on by 

God to confront people with the things they do wrong.  Daniel waited till the time was right - I'm sure 

over the years he would have been itching to set things straight as he saw the behaviour of the people and 

king.  But he knew that to intervene too early would have no effect what so ever.  He knew he had to wait 

for God's timing. God sometimes calls us as brothers and sisters to confront each other and our world..   

The writing on the wall was the opportunity for Belshazzar to change.  His days were numbered. If 

Belshazzar had acknowledged this when Daniel told him then I am sure that God would have changed the 

outcome.  Our days too are numbered.  You know it occurs to me that we make great preparations for 

birth, perhaps we also ought to make preparation for our rebirth. We need to take seriously God's word to 

us, His word of forgiveness and mercy, His word asking us to acknowledge that He is God and Lord of all 

including every part of our lives. 

Belshazzar’s life was put on scales and found wanting.  Belshazzar was condemned because he actively 

resisted the call of God on his life.  He turned his back on God and his ways. We too are given the choice 

of whether to follow God and His ways or not.  No one likes to be told they are wrong but it is necessary 

and healthy – eternally healthy for us to listen and obey when we are challenged by God.  



The smallest action of Almighty God inscribing four words on a wall means that nothing is the same 

again for Belshazzar. When Luther saw five words, "the just live by faith" the Reformation was born, we 

are saved by faith not by anything we do.  The writing on the wall condemned Belshazzar because he 

wouldn't change.  The writing on the ground by Jesus - showing the mercy and forgiveness that are to be 

found in him and in his words to the woman - Neither do I condemn you go now and leave your life of 

sin.   

If the hand of God were to write a What personal message is God writing on the wall of your life right 

now.  Words of comfort, words of challenge - how will you respond?  He is willing to show us day by 

day how to live our lives in His way.  Let us take heed of his message to us. May it never be said of us, 

"You did not honour the God who holds in his hand your life and all your ways."  Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION  Elizabeth Davidson 

Dear Heavenly Father 

We come before you today to ask for your help. In our hearts Lord we know our weaknesses and our 

failures. Lord, as we confess these before you, please forgive us and cleanse us, lay your healing hand on 

each one of us. 

Reveal to each one of us Lord, your desires for our lives to enable us to do your will each day. We ask 

Lord for your encouragement and your strength. 

In our reading today from the book of Daniel, we heard of King Belshazzar’s worship of false gods, his 

materialism and his pride but ignoring you, the true God who held in his hand Belshazzar’s life. 

We pray Lord, that we learn from this passage, not to be tempted by all the materialism and temptation of 

this world today, and when we do stray from the path you have chosen for us that we receive your 

encouragement and strength to guide us back to you, our true Lord and Saviour. 

We ask you to be with all who have been affected by the weather in our country over this past week, 

whose homes have been flooded and damaged and especially with the families of the people who died in 

the train disaster and those who were injured. Give them your strength, make them aware of your 

presence and lay your healing hand upon them. 

We pray Lord, for those who risk their lives to rescue us when these disasters happen and for all those 

who keep us safe in our communities and work tirelessly for our good, please be with them all. 

We pray today Lord for all the people of Beirut, we think especially of our fellow Christians, give them 

your strength Lord and lay your healing hand upon them. We pray for the people who are going to govern 

Lebanon that they have the good of the population in their hearts and in all their decisions. 

We pray for all the people who are risking their lives each day to reach our shores seeking a better life for 

themselves and their families, Lord we ask that you help find the solution to this ongoing struggle in our 

world. 

We pray for all in power and leadership in all parts of the world at this time of great difficulties. 



We pray Lord, that they be given the wisdom to make the right decisions in connection with the ongoing 

Covid 19 virus and the resulting effects on our economy, our education, our health service and all other 

avenues of our life 

Please make us aware of people in our community who need our help at this time and lead us to help 

them, that they will see you through our deeds. Give us the wisdom Lord not to seek selfish glory and 

pride in all that we do but that the glory goes to you. 

We bring all these prayers to you in Jesus name Amen. 

 

Those of you with eagle eyes and the PDF file will have noticed that we failed to include the recordings 

of Finlay Gray and Harry Dooley in last week’s intercessory prayer.  We sincerely apologise for that 

omission. 

Our second hymn reminds us that God is the God who is there with us for the long haul.  He is the one 

who inspires us, guides us and pardons us.  Let us remind ourselves of how He longs to play an intimate 

part in our lives as we sing Lord for the years. 

 

HYMN 159  Lord for the years 

Lord for the years Your love has kept and guided 

Urged and inspired us cheered us on our way 

Sought us and saved us pardon’d and provided 

Lord of the years we bring our thanks today 

 

Lord for that word the word of life which fires us 

Speaks to our hearts and sets our souls ablaze 

Teaches and trains, rebukes us and inspires us 

Lord of the word receive Your people’s praise 

 

Lord for our land in this our generation 

Spirits oppressed by pleasure wealth and care 

For young and old, for commonwealth and nation 

Lord of our land be pleased to hear our prayer 

 

Lord for our world when we disown and doubt You 

Loveless in strength and comfortless in pain 

Hungry and helpless lost indeed without You 

Lord of the world we pray that Christ may reign. 

 

Lord for ourselves in living pow’r remake us 

Self on the cross and Christ upon the throne 



Past put behind us for the future take us 

Lord of our lives to live for Christ alone 

 

BENEDICTION 

Let the grace of Christ redeem you the power of Christ renew you the example of Christ inspire you and 

the love of Christ shine from you.  Go in faith to walk his ways and make him known to his glory.  Go 

knowing the power and presence of God the Father, Son and Spirit walking with you today and 

everyday…Amen 

 

 

 


