
Sunday 23
rd

 August 2020 – Jealousy gets you nowhere! 

WELCOME 

Good morning.  Our worship starts with verses from Lamentations 3 – some of which were used on 

Tuesday at the Moderator’s Pause and Reflect morning prayer. 

I am the man who has seen the afflictions that come from the rod of God’s wrath. 
2 
He has brought me 

into deepest darkness, shutting out all light. 
3 
He has turned against me.  Day and night his hand is 

heavy on me. 
4 
He has made me old and has broken my bones ... He has filled me with bitterness and 

given me a cup of deepest sorrows to drink.  
17 

O Lord, all peace and all prosperity have long since 

gone, for you have taken them away. I have forgotten what enjoyment is. 
18 

All hope is gone; for the 

Lord has left me. 

Yet there is one ray of hope: 
22 

his compassion never ends. It is only the Lord’s mercies that have kept 

us from complete destruction. 
23 

Great is his faithfulness; his loving-kindness begins afresh each 

day. 
24 

My soul claims the Lord as my inheritance; therefore I will hope in him. 
25  

 

Our first hymn which might be new to some folk is one that reminds us that God is there for us in the 

darkest of hours bringing us His Presence and strength 

 

 HYMN     Day by day and hour by hour                     Played by Rod Ward and sung by Myra Ward 

Day by day and hour by hour your love for me from heaven flows, 

Like streams of water in the desert living waters flow. 

You walk beside me gently guiding, leading me through ev’ry storm 

Everlasting, never changing grace and love divine. 

 

Mercy’s healing grace relieving, every spot and every stain, forgiven freely, no more guilty, 

 love has conquered shame. 

The broken mended, night has ended,  lost and lonely lost no more; 

For I am carried in the arms of grace and love divine 

I am carried in the arms of grace and love divine; I am held by hands of healing, washed by water pure; 

 lifting up my heavy heart ,held in grace scarred hands I am carried in the arms of love divine. 

 

Never worthy, never earning, all my works now left behind.  

 Ever onwards, ever upwards, you’ve called me on to rise above my darkness, all my failure 

 every fear and every pain. 

Always carried, always covered by grace and love divine.  I am carried… 

 

PRAYER OF ADORATION AND CONFESSION 

Father in heaven whose love profound a ransom for our souls has found, before thy throne we sinners 

bend grant pardon, life to us extend.  God Almighty, God of life, God of light, as we bow before you 



today you remind us of your holiness, your purity and we catch our breath in wonder and amazement that 

you the Holy God should long for our company.  Your longing is such that you allowed your Son Jesus to 

leave the glory and majesty of heaven to come and camp among us for a while.  Wild camping indeed 

Lord Jesus.  Coming with nothing living loving dying then rising again all to bring hope into the darkest 

recesses of our lives.   The hope of a new relationship with our Father God, the hope of your help day by 

day, the hope of your Holy Spirit’s Presence bringing us your strength and comfort. 

Forgive us when we shun your company when we shy away from your light.  Forgive us when we 

despair, trying so hard to do everything under our own steam.  Lord Jesus in your tenderness touch us 

once more with the depth of your forgiving, healing love though we don’t deserve it. Hearing your voice 

telling us we are forgiven we turn back into your loving embrace.  Lord Jesus thank you from the bottom 

of our hearts.  In your name we pray saying together the words you taught Our Father who art in Heaven 

Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done On earth as it is in Heaven.  Give us this 

day our daily bread Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. Lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom the power and the glory For ever. Amen 

   

READING   Daniel 6:1-10                                                                                    Read by Harry Dooley 

It pleased Darius to appoint 120 satraps to rule throughout the kingdom, 
2 

with three chief ministers 

over them, one of whom was Daniel. The satraps were made accountable to them so that the king 

might not suffer loss. 
3 
Now Daniel so distinguished himself among the chief ministers and the satraps 

by his exceptional qualities that the king planned to set him over the whole kingdom. 
4 
At this, the chief 

ministers and the satraps tried to find grounds for charges against Daniel in his conduct of 

government affairs, but they were unable to do so. They could find no corruption in him, because he 

was trustworthy and neither corrupt nor negligent. 
5 
Finally these men said, ‘We will never find any 

basis for charges against this man Daniel unless it has something to do with the law of his God.’ 

6 
So these chief ministers and satraps went as a group to the king and said: ‘May King Darius live for 

ever! 
7 

The royal ministers, prefects, satraps, advisors and governors have all agreed that the king 

should issue an edict and enforce the decree that anyone who prays to any god or human being during 

the next thirty days, except to you, Your Majesty, shall be thrown into the lions’ den. 
8 
Now, Your 

Majesty, issue the decree and put it in writing so that it cannot be altered – in accordance with the law 

of the Medes and Persians, which cannot be repealed.’ 
9 

So King Darius put the decree in writing. 

10 
Now when Daniel learned that the decree had been published, he went home to his upstairs room 

where the windows opened towards Jerusalem. Three times a day he got down on his knees and 

prayed, giving thanks to his God, just as he had done before.  

 

REFLECTION 

I wonder how many of us have heard parents saying to us, “Jealousy will get you nowhere?!”  I certainly 

have!  Well the answer to that comes in our story today! 



The Book of Daniel is divided into two parts – the first part the retelling of historical events, the second is 

looking to the future. Chapter 6 is where the division occurs. 

Daniel was 15-16 years old when he was taken hostage and exiled to Babylon. He was well into his 

eighties when he was thrown into the Den of Lions. He had lived in captivity in a foreign land under 3 

pagan kings who worshipped other gods encouraging their people to do the same for approximately 67 

years.  

He had been fast tracked to become one of the King’s servants.  His integrity, his handsomeness, his 

intelligence stood out and soon Daniel became a favoured servant indeed the Prime Minister.  He knew 

God – the God of Israel – the One True God was with him and over the coming years this God helped 

Daniel time and time again giving him the ability to interpret the King’s dreams, giving him and his 

friends the ability to come through sticky situations, very sticky situations with their faith in the One True 

God intact.  He was able to survive and thrive in a spiritually hostile environment where it would have 

been so easy to compromise his faith in order to live a more peaceful life. 

Even after all those years the Bible still says he had an extraordinary spirit.  In fact Daniel’s adversaries 

themselves admitted that Daniel was blameless.  

Can the people in our communities say the same about us today?  We too live in a land that is not our 

home.  We are to be in the world but not of the world according to the Bible. We are called to be 

distinctive people, people who are salt and light in our communities.  People who are known for our 

integrity, our willingness to stand up for what is right and true.   

 

What a commendation it was for his fellow rulers to say that there was nothing dishonest about Daniel 

and as they tried to find ways to discredit him, the only thing they could come up with was something to 

do with his religion.  What about us – would the same be true? 

 

It’s a story many of us know so well and yet for others not so. We have phrases in our language that 

remind us of the story – we talk about going into the lions’ den if we are going into an impossible 

situation.  One where we can’t see a good outcome.   Perhaps you have a situation in mind right now – a 

family crisis, an illness, problems in your job, with neighbours or friends, perhaps it is the world wide 

crisis – the list is endless.  The original phrase lions’ den stood for the King’s Court: a place of power, 

danger and intrigue.  

And then there’s the phrase dare to be a Daniel – go for it, stand up for it, speak out for it – whatever “it” 

might be for you.  A challenge for us as we look at the story. 

 

We’re now at King number 3 - Darius took over when Belshazzar popped his clogs.  He was a good king 

for most things – well organised, recognising that the work of governing a country was not something that 

one person could do alone.  Three supervisors were appointed to rule the other governors and surprise, 

surprise Daniel one of the three did the best job of them all.   

 



I wonder whether the things that we do are done so well that others notice the difference we make.   

 

Daniel had been given wisdom by God and used it.  That’s the thing with gifts and talents that God gives 

– when you use them they improve – practice makes perfect I suppose. 

 

The trap is set; they knew that Daniel would not give up praying to His God so I’m sure they were 

rubbing their hands with glee.  Daniel had always opened his window as he faced Jerusalem – the heart of 

his religion.  The temple and the city may have been destroyed but he had faith in the living God that one 

day Jerusalem and the temple would be restored and his prayers had a part to play in that restoration. 

 

We are invited to pray, Thy kingdom come thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven, in faith that one 

day God’s kingdom will be restored here on earth.   

 

Are we as diligent as Daniel in praying for this to become a reality? 

 

Darius, though a good ruler for the most part, seems to be swayed very easily.  He doesn’t seem to think 

through the implications of the law he is about to enact.  Like Pontius Pilate he, in this instance at least, is 

a crowd pleaser.  When he realises the damage it has done though he has the honesty and courage to find 

a way out – all to no avail.  An interesting thought – Darius says to Daniel in verse 16 “May your God 

whom you serve so loyally rescue you.”  That would be a prayer wouldn’t it?  So Darius has just broken 

his own law!! 

 

Governments pass many laws some good, some not so good.  At present our world is governed by rules 

which preclude justice for all, preclude an equal sharing of goods, laws which do not help the people of 

the world or the planet itself to live in peace, harmony, bearing fruit. 

   

What are we as Christians called to do?  At the moment there is debate on the Hate Crimes Bill with so 

many groups, including faith groups, telling the Government that there will be unintended consequences 

if it is not changed.  If only someone had told Darius that before his law was enacted he might have been 

saved all his anguish and of course Daniel’s predicament would never have some to pass.  Sometimes we 

feel so helpless – what can we do? 

 

Daniel can help us here.    His prayer life was daring  

He knew what he was facing and knowing that prayer was so important not just to himself but to God he 

continued on in exactly the same manner as always.  

It was defiant – he was disobeying the edict of the King but he knew that he had an edict from a greater 

King an edict which said Call to me and I will answer you – Jeremiah 33:3 



His praying was disciplined.  Three times a day, every day, in that window where he could look out 

towards Jerusalem, the spiritual home of the Jews.  It’s been calculated that if he was 85 then praying 3 

times a day everyday would have meant 93,000 prayers!   

Daniel changed nothing as a result of that law because he knew that communication with the King of 

Kings was his most vital life line of all. 

What commitment what dedication – all because he knew that prayer was not only necessary it was life 

giving, life keeping, life enhancing, all because it was the outworking of the vital relationship between 

God and his child. 

 

We have just finished the Week of Prayer for church and country led by our Moderator the Very Rev Dr 

Martin Fair.  Time to pause, to reflect on the situation we find ourselves in as a country, as a church. 

Prayer has never been more vital. 

I’ve been very challenged by how Daniel conducted his prayer life.  It seems to me that I and probably 

every Christian have such a lot to learn from him. 

The church would be a vastly different place today if we had the same kind of commitment to the things 

of God that Daniel had. It is so easy for us to allow everything in the world to come between us and our 

faithfulness to God.   Most of us would claim to be so busy it is difficult to find the time – yet Covid 19 

has stopped us in our tracks giving us more time to do the important things.  Susannah Wesley had 17 

children – yet every evening after tea she would sit at the kitchen table, put her apron over her face and 

pray.  The family knew not to disturb her.  Where there is a will there is a way! 

 

Daniel was able to continue to live faithfully and fruitfully because he remained in active communication 

with God.  Wars are lost when communication with leaders are lost.  Good communication, regular 

communication is vital. There are so many help-lines available to us some offered 24/7.   

 

Daniel’s is a good news story of God intervening in a miraculous way. That is not always the way it 

happens – ask many of the Christians down through the centuries who were and are persecuted for their 

faith.  There are no easy answers to why some folk are saved from their situation and others are not.  

Jesus Himself prayed and yet went through the anguish of the cross.  His death and resurrection bring us a 

hope that life will one day be lived in peace, harmony and love.  Communication with our God day by 

day allows us to hope, to exercise faith that this God is the One who will be with us whatever our 

circumstances.  Let me leave you with a number of quotes on prayer. 

Life is fragile – it needs handled with prayer. 

Martin Luther says pray as if everything depends on God then work as if everything depends on you. 

And John Bunyan (Pilgrim’s progress) says He who runs from God in the morning will scarcely find Him 

the rest of the day. 



And a final quote – if a matter is not serious enough to pray about then it is not serious enough to worry 

about, and if it is serious enough to pray about and we have prayed about it then there is no need to worry 

about it. 

Darius ends up by proclaiming that Daniel’s God is “The living God and he endures for ever; his 

kingdom will not be destroyed, his dominion will never end. The living God – not just the God who is 

alive, but the One who brings life from death.  He is the One to be praised and given the glory forever 

Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION                                                                 Colin and Marion Macintosh 

Some churches have photos of the folk that would normally be seen at a service shown during the latter 

part of the video.  We would like to do the same so please send in your photos to Alan Jones at 

a.e.r.jones@outlook.com or to me msteele@churchofscotland.org.uk and then look forward to seeing 

yourself at some point over the next few weeks along with your friends in the church. 

 

Our second hymn reminds us that while we may be fickle folk flailing around so often this God of ours 

loves us from everlasting to everlasting and in His love will provide for all our needs. 

 

HYMN  153   Great is thy faithfulness 

Great is Thy Faithfulness O God my Father, there is no shadow of turning with Thee 

Thou changest not Thy compassions they fail not as Thou has been Thou for ever wilt be 

Great is Thy faithfulness, Great is Thy faithfulness Morning by morning new mercies I see 

All I have needed Thy hand has provided Great is Thy faithfulness Lord unto me 

 

Summer and winter and spring-time and harvest, sun, moon and stars in their courses above 

Join with all nature in manifold witness to Thy great faithfulness mercy and love    

Great is Thy faithfulness . . . 

 

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide 

Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow blessings all mine with ten thousand beside 

Great is Thy faithfulness . . . 

 

BENEDICTION 

The Lord shield you and protect you, the Lord look upon you and be gracious to you, the Lord fill you 

with joy and peace.  The blessing of the Presence of Almighty God Father Son and Holy Spirit be yours 

today and everyday Amen. 
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