
Sunday 30
th

 August 2020 – Daniel the visionary 

WELCOME 

Good morning.   The writer of the book of Revelation who many folk think was John the disciple of Jesus 

writes this in the first chapter, taken from the Message translation;  Glory and strength to Christ, who 

loves us, who blood-washed our sins from our lives,  Who made us a Kingdom, Priests for his 

Father, forever—and yes, he’s on his way!  Riding the clouds, he’ll be seen by every eye.   
8 

The Master 

declares, “I’m A to Z. I’m THE GOD WHO IS, THE GOD WHO WAS, AND THE GOD ABOUT TO ARRIVE. I’m 

the Sovereign-Strong.” We come to rejoice that Jesus the Lord is King. 

 

 HYMN     Rejoice the Lord is King 

Rejoice the Lord is King your Lord and King adore 

Mortals give thanks and sing and triumph evermore 

Lift up your heart lift up your voice rejoice again I say rejoice 

 

Jesus the Saviour reigns the God of truth and love 

When he had purged stains he took his seat above Lift up your heart . . . 
 

 His kingdom cannot fail he rules o'er earth and heaven 

The keys of death and hell are to our Jesus given Lift up your heart . . . 

 

He sits at God's right hand till all his foes submit 

And bow to his command and fall beneath his feet Lift up your heart . . . 

 

Rejoice in glorious hope Jesus the Judge shall come 

And take his servants up to their eternal home 

We then shall hear the archangels' voice the trump of God shall sound rejoice 

 

PRAYER OF ADORATION AND CONFESSION 

King of kings we bow before you this morning our hearts full of praise for your majesty, your holiness 

your power and yet your infinite tenderness too.  You are the one who is above all others, yet you come 

into our world, into our hearts, minds and souls to seek us out, to shower us with your love, to encourage 

us into your presence in order to let us experience your life transforming power in our own lives. Father, 

Son and Spirit we worship you, the God who is intimately involved in your people’s lives. 

Father God, for the times when we have failed to notice you forgive us, for the times when we have railed 

against you forgive us, for the times when we have ignored you completely forgive us.   

Your Word tells us that when we turn to you, when we accept responsibility for the things we’ve done 

wrong, when we are willing to seek your help to turn away from them then you graciously say – “Rise my 

child your sins are forgiven.”  We thank you from the depths of our very being and resolve to follow you 

wholeheartedly, single-mindedly once more.  In Jesus name we pray saying together the prayer he taught  



Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in 

heaven.  Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power and the glory are 

yours, now and forever. Amen.  

 

READING   Daniel 7, 8, 10 various verses                                                        Read by Susan White 

Chapter 7   In the first year that Belshazzar was king of Babylonia, I Daniel had a dream and saw a 

vision in the night. I wrote the dream down, and this is the record 
2 

of what I saw that night:  Winds 

were blowing from all directions and lashing the surface of the ocean. 
3 

Four huge beasts came up out 

of the ocean, each one different from the others….. 

While I was looking, thrones were put in place. One who had been living forever sat down on one of 

the thrones. His clothes were white as snow, and his hair was like pure wool. His throne, mounted on 

fiery wheels, was blazing with fire, 
10 

and a stream of fire was pouring out from it. There were many 

thousands of people there to serve him, and millions of people stood before him.  

15 
The visions I saw alarmed me, and I was deeply disturbed.

 
 
16 

I went up to one of those standing there 

and asked him to explain it all. So he told me the meaning… “Another king will appear; he will be very 

different from the earlier ones and will overthrow three kings. 
25 

He will speak against the Supreme 

God and oppress God's people. He will try to change their religious laws and festivals, and God's 

people will be under his power for three and a half years. 
26 

Then the heavenly court will sit in 

judgment, take away his power, and destroy him completely. 
27 

The power and greatness of all the 

kingdoms on earth will be given to the people of the Supreme God. Their royal power will never end, 

and all rulers on earth will serve and obey them.” 
28 

This is the end of the account. I was so frightened 

that I turned pale, and I kept everything to myself. 

Chapter 8  In the third year that Belshazzar was king, I saw a second vision.
 2 

In the vision I suddenly 

found myself in the walled city of Susa in the province of Elam. I was standing by the Ulai River, 
3 

and 

there beside the river I saw a ram that had two long horns, one of which was longer and newer than 

the other. 
4 
I watched the ram butting with his horns to the west, the north, and the south. No animal 

could stop him or escape his power. He did as he pleased and grew arrogant. 

5 
While I was wondering what this meant, a goat came rushing out of the west, moving so fast that his 

feet didn't touch the ground. He had one prominent horn between his eyes.  
10 

It grew strong enough to 

attack the army of heaven.  
12 

People sinned there instead of offering the proper daily sacrifices,
 
and 

true religion was thrown to the ground. The horn was successful in everything it did. 
13 

Then I heard 

one angel ask another, “How long will these things that were seen in the vision continue?”  

Chapter 10  
 
On the twenty-fourth day of the first month of the year I was standing on the bank of the 

mighty Tigris River. 
5 

I looked up and saw someone who was wearing linen clothes and a belt of fine 

gold. 
6 

His body shone like a jewel. His face was as bright as a flash of lightning, and his eyes blazed 

like fire. His arms and legs shone like polished bronze, and his voice sounded like the roar of a great 



crowd. 
7 

I was the only one who saw the vision. 
9 
When I heard his voice, I fell to the ground 

unconscious and lay there face downward. 
10 

Then a hand took hold of me and raised me to my hands 

and knees; I was still trembling.  
11 

The angel said to me, “Daniel, God loves you. Stand up and listen 

carefully to what I am going to say. I have been sent to you.” When he had said this, I stood up, still 

trembling. 
12 

Then he said, “Daniel, don't be afraid. God has heard your prayers ever since the first day 

you decided to humble yourself in order to gain understanding. I have come in answer to your prayer. 

13 
The angel prince of the kingdom of Persia opposed me for twenty-one days. Then Michael, one of 

the chief angels, came to help me, because I had been left there alone in Persia. 
14 

I have come to make 

you understand what will happen to your people in the future. This is a vision about the future.” 

18 
Once more he took hold of me, and I felt stronger. 

19 
He said, “God loves you, so don't let anything 

worry you or frighten you.” 

 

REFLECTION 

God loves you so don’t let anything worry you or frighten you. 

 

What do you say to that statement?  We look at our world in turmoil, in pain, in confusion, fractured and 

perhaps seemingly forsaken by God perhaps we wonder with the angel is Chapter 8 how long O Lord.  

I’m intrigued that even the angels are allowed to ask that question! 

 

What is your dream for the future? Is it similar to Martin Luther King’s encapsulated in hymn 710   I have 

a dream where all is perfect peace where men and women, black and white stand hand in hand and all 

unite in freedom and in love? 

 

The dreams that Daniel had in these chapters contain animals, fighting, prophecies for the future. 

These chapters form part of Daniel's journey of faith.  The book of Daniel splits now.  The last chapters 

have been concerned with the past/present and how Daniel remained faithful to God despite the odds.  

Now we come to a much deeper part of the book, a much deeper part of Daniel's life, one where he listens 

to and sees what God has ahead for him, his people, us all.  And his head hurts!  He feels faint, he 

becomes ashen and pale, he has no strength left, he comes into the presence of the Almighty One himself 

and all his self control goes.  I wonder how often we tremble in the presence of Almighty God?  For what 

Daniel sees in these chapters is battle after battle, evil rearing its ugly head, being defeated, only to be 

replaced by more evil, even greater depravity being heaped upon depravity itself.  And he trembles at that 

also.  

 

A word of warning.  Thousands of man/women hours have been spent by learned theologians trying to 

which king, which dynasty is represented by which beast.  It's all very exciting but in the end of the day it 

is the principle rather than the practical out working which is important for us.  We don't need to know 

the nitty gritty.   



What we need to know is how to respond to this journey that is being talked about, this journey where 

evil and the causer of evil, Satan, battles good and the cause of good.  And like any good story, good 

overcomes evil and one day it will be able to be said - they all lived happily ever after. The story is told of 

a church caretaker found reading the book of Revelation with the minister saying, “That’s really hard, you 

wont be able to understand it.”  The answer surprised him – “Oh yes it’s easy - Jesus wins!”  

 

The book of Daniel ties in heavily with the Book of Revelation.  Both see the end times in a series of 

visions, both bring up the battle of good versus evil, both find Satan being defeated, being drawn down 

into the depths of the earth but not going quietly, still being allowed to create havoc and misery for a 

while - and neither tells us why.  God is God and there are some things we will never know the reason 

for, rather we are called to trust and to work with him to cause His kingdom to come.  The hymn goes on; 

Fierce persecution war and hate are raging everywhere.   God calls us now to pay the price through 

struggles and through sacrifice of standing for the right.   

 

For that is what Daniel finds out.  He is a necessary part of the final battle, just as all of us who are God's 

children are necessary parts of the battle.  That's you and that's me. So dream the dreams and sing the 

songs but never be content, for thoughts and words don’t ease the pain, unless there’s action all is vain, 

faith proves itself in deeds. 

 

The first vision alarms Daniel - it deeply disturbed him and despite hearing its explanation, he was so 

frightened that he turned pale and kept everything to himself. The vision left him with two main ideas, the 

idea that there were to be many battles, each getting fiercer until the final one where God's kingdom 

would be revealed in all its glory and where the faithful would be rewarded - the people of the supreme 

God would receive royal power and keep it forever and ever.   What a wonderful thought for him as a 

powerless exile in Babylon, dependent on the whims of the king, what a wonderful thought for us in the 

present day.  For this vision helps to explain what is happening in our world.  The power of evil is getting 

greater, more people are being taken in by him, religion is being cast aside.  World governments are 

changing as they have changed in the past and will continue to do so.  World superpowers rise and fall 

only to allow another greater one to reign for a time.   

 

Daniel was told all this, he was told to expect what would happen and so we shouldn't be surprised.  We 

have been called to battle, we have been given the armour to protect us and to equip us to fight.  Read 

Ephesians 6:10-20 to remind yourselves.  Because the second idea is that we are called to play our part in 

the battle. 

 

Daniel, pre-warned, carries on working away in the place where God had allowed him to be. It was not 

until another two years had passed that the second vision came to him.  He may have been marginalised 

by Belteshazzar but certainly not by God.   I'm sure he had puzzled and prayed and wondered about the 



timescale involved in the vision.  But with nothing seeming to happen he continued as he always did, 

working for God.   

 

The next vision takes him further down the journey of faith and life.  Because this vision gives a further 

clue to the battle involved.  Not just a battle between superpowers here on earth, but a battle fought out in 

the heavenly realm too.  The goat grew strong enough to attack the army of heaven the stars themselves 

and it threw some of them to the ground, defying the Prince of the heavenly realm.  No wonder Daniel 

was worried.  And yet even in the depths there is hope, for it is only to be for a measured period.  This 

battle fought in the heavenly realm, between the spirits of good and the spirits of evil, will make itself felt 

on the earth.  No wonder Daniel was depressed and ill for several days!  Don't we often say - it's just as 

well we don't know what's ahead of us!  But actually as Christians we do know what's ahead of us.  

Daniel's visions tell us, Jesus himself tells us, “Take up your cross and follow me.”   

Paul, Peter and James all urge us not to worry about the suffering that we are bound to face - note it is not 

an option it's a fact.  It is part of the journey of the life of the world - right down through the ages until the 

final age dawns.  So Daniel puzzled some more and then - went back to work for the king.  Daniel 

remains true to his calling, called by God to serve a particular king at a particular time in history.  A 

reminder to us that God has placed us here in this world at the time of his choosing and given us the 

opportunity to respond in service to our government.   

Daniel continues to pray, to be faithful, without fully understanding and we will be looking at his 

fascinating prayer next Sunday.   

 

Daniel's continued loyalty to God - loyalty worked out in mourning, in fasting, in a prayer life which 

struggled and strove to work out what was happening, struggled and strove to hold onto to God even 

when it seemed as if nothing was happening, or worse struggled and strove when it appeared as if 

everything was getting worse instead of better.  I’m sure many of us can identify with that.  But in his 

struggle, in his striving, God himself comes to Daniel - the vision of the reigning Christ – the same as in 

Revelation - is shown to him.  He hears a voice speaking to him - some say it’s the voice of an angel, 

some say it is Jesus himself.  

 

In the battle, in the struggle, God himself is present.   

 

It is here, with the vision of the risen Christ filling his mind, that Daniel hears that God has heard his 

prayers from the day there were said.  They couldn't be answered then because the King of Persia chose to 

go his own way, and God being God accepted that choice.   

An interesting idea for us to consider – our prayers not answered because of something else happening 

that we don’t know about. 

 



The battle continued and continues to this day.  Daniel is told that the victory comes partly because he has 

prayed and kept on praying.   

 

Yes the battle belongs to the Lord but he has enlisted his people - you and me to help.  How fervent are 

we in praying that evil will be defeated?  We pray your kingdom come your will be done in earth as it is 

in heaven - but how fervently do we mean it, how fervently do we work for it?  And as we pray it do we 

realise that we are in fact praying for the battles to come, because until they do God's kingdom will not 

prevail.   It is easy for us to think there is nothing we can do – yet God has placed us where we are to keep 

on keeping on, praying and living our daily lives as normal.  Like Daniel we have no idea when it will 

finally end, but we do know that it will.  Our prayers will play a part in the when.   

 

Daniel's visions - very apt for him in his situation, in exile in Babylon, very apt for us in our situation.  

Let us take hope that even when religion fades and people mock then fall away, God still stands, calling 

his people to battle, a battle that when we find ourselves in the thick of it will discover the presence of the 

risen, reigning Christ.  What hope, what a future praise God. 

 Lord give us vision, make us strong, help us to do your will. Don’t let us rest until we see your love 

throughout humanity uniting us in peace.  Amen 

 

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION                                                                                 Barbara Usher 

 

Thank you Father, that you are all-knowing, all-powerful, and all-loving. Give us the faith of Daniel, in 

these difficult days, that you are in charge of world events, you will overcome evil, and that although 

nations compete for world control now, one day Christ will rule. May we encourage others by showing 

the assurance of Daniel, that our future is secure in you; let us have courage, put our trust in You who 

controls everything, and focus on being faithful and persistent in prayer. 

Father, you bring worlds to birth, You bring us to birth and you affirm us. We bring to you un-affirmed 

places in ourselves and un-affirmed people in the world. Father affirm them. 

 

Birther, who brought worlds into being, bring to birth what you purpose for our communities, and our 

churches. We thank you, in wonder, that you value our being part of your purpose. May we be worthy of 

our commission. We pray for those in positions of leadership within our church, giving thanks for the 

ministry of Margaret, uphold and support her in her care for the parish, and in her recreation. Uphold the 

innovative leadership of Moderator Martin Fair, those working quietly in the background to enable our 

churches to re-open, the various church groups, and all who build up our common life. Lend your strength 

to those working in the community, to bring people together and make peace, to heal the sick, in body and 

mind, and to make our communities safe places to live, for all of God’s creatures. We would ask for help 

to be like Daniel, not yielding to outside pressures, but to make trusting and obeying You our true 



purpose in life, so that You will be glorified in our church and community. Like Daniel, may we be 

relentless in our prayers, firm in our integrity, and content to serve You wherever you place us. 

 

Saviour, you reach our brokenness and make us whole, You reach those who are alienated and bring them 

home. 

We pray for broken and alienated people, especially those suffering persecution at home and abroad. We 

ask for your support and blessing for those around the world facing horrific persecution, for their faith in 

you, or for working to make the lives of others better. We ask that you unleash your mighty power to halt 

and reverse the awful renewal of racism, and anti-Semitism across Europe. We pray for the many 

refugees, leaving home and loved ones to seek safety from violence and misery, remembering especially 

those through the years who have lost their lives seeking asylum in this country. We ask your blessing on 

the work of Scottish Faiths Action for Refugees, the Barnabas Fund, and all agencies and individuals 

working that all of God’s creation (human, animal, the earth itself) is no longer seen as a commodity, but 

as you see us, precious, honoured and loved. Saviour, bring them home. 

Saviour, who reconnected an estranged world to its Source, bring us home, and reconnect us to the Source 

of our being. 

 

Spirit, you permeate all creation, and renew the springs of life, we pray for those who are parched or 

wearied... especially at this time those without clean water, and those wearied through poverty, change of 

circumstance, sickness – physical, mental, spiritual, and the loss of loves ones. We plead to you also for 

animals parched and weary through days long transportation abroad, with slaughter at the end of their 

journey. May we be worthy stewards of your creation. We ask for your blessing on the work of those who 

strive to help: mentioning specifically the work of our own Eco-Congregation group, Christian Aid, 

Christians Against Poverty, Traidcraft, healthcare workers, Cruse, Compassion in World 

Farming, the Samaritans and all others seeking to bring your love and your relief. Also those trying to 

stem the fires in California. 

Spirit, who breathes through everything that lives, breathe fullness of life into us. Spirit, renew them 

 

May the love of the Three give birth to new community, may the life of the Three give birth to new 

creativity, may the oneness of the Three give birth to new unity, Amen 

 

We are still looking for photos of yourself that we can use to allow us to see the folk we’d normally see in 

church.  Thank you to those who have already given us some – the first set will be shown now with Rod 

and Myra Ward playing and singing I am the church. 

 

Following that we will sing the hymn which reminds us that the battle belongs to the Lord and that He has 

already won it for us through the death and resurrection of His Son Jesus.  In Christ alone our hope is 

found.  One day the glory of heaven will spread throughout all the earth and evil will no longer reign. 



The People seen: Fan Heafield, The Fair Trade Group – Linda White, Myra Ward and Pauline Davidson, 

Catriona Livingston, Elissa and Alan Jones, Elaine Monro, Margaret Johnston, Jackie Grierson, Rod 

Ward, Fiona and Mark Corbett, Jack and Jane Peers, Cynthia Chandler, Martin and Barbara Usher, Moira 

and Emily Mitchell, Jean Nichol, John Nichol, Margery Inglis, Colin and Marion Macintosh, Nora 

Hunter, Andy and Fiona Wright with Jess and Lewis (their dogs) 

 

HYMN    In Christ alone 

In Christ alone my hope is found, He is my light my strength my song 

This Cornerstone this solid ground, firm through the fiercest drought and storm 

What heights of love what depths of peace, when fears are stilled when strivings cease   

My comforter my All in All, here in the love of Christ I stand  

 

In Christ alone who took on flesh, fulness of God in helpless babe 

This gift of love and righteousness, scorned by the ones He came to save 

'Til on that cross as Jesus died, the wrath of God was satisfied 

For every sin on Him was laid, here in the death of Christ I live  

 

There in the ground His body lay, Light of the world by darkness slain 

Then bursting forth in glorious day up from the grave He rose again 

And as He stands in victory, sin's curse has lost its grip on me 

For I am His and He is mine bought with the precious blood of Christ  

 

No guilt in life no fear in death, this is the power of Christ in me 

From life's first cry to final breath, Jesus commands my destiny 

No power of hell no scheme of man, Can ever pluck me from His hand 

'Til He returns or calls me home, Here in the power of Christ I'll stand  

Stuart Townend K Graves © 2001 Kingsway's ThankYou Music  CCLI 600239, 634212, 27185 

 

BENEDICTION 

Be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might. Let the Word of God dwell in you encouraging, 

enabling, and strengthening you for the fight.  Go, knowing the blessing of the Presence of Almighty God 

Father Son and Spirit at work in your life and through your life today and everyday Amen.  


