
Order of Service 
Sept 20th 2020 

 
Welcome and introduction   - Fan Heafield 
Hymn 231 – For the Fruits of all creation. Tune -All through the night 
Prayer of Adoration and Confession & The Lord’s Prayer  - Fan Heafield 
Reading 1  Joel Ch 2 v 21 – 28  From The Message             - Anne Bethune 
Reflection 1 – Fan Heafield 
Montage of music and images – Wonderful World – Alan Jones 
Prayer of Intercession   - Eco Congregation chaplain David Coleman 
Reading 2  Matthew Ch 13 v 24 – 30     - Nora Hunter 
Reflection 2   Elissa Jones  
Hymn 103 Fill your hearts with  
Blessing   - Fan Heafield 
 
God is Love: Let heaven adore Him 
God is Love: Let earth rejoice 
Let creation sing before Him 
And exalt Him with one voice. 
 

Welcome and Introduction. 
 

Hello and welcome to this our harvest service ;Creation in our Care! for Ashkirk, Ettrick and 
Yarrow and Selkirk. In this time of uncertainty and new difficulties let us remember and 
worship our Creator God, who gave us the gift of life and placed us on this earth with all its 
plants, flowers and fruits, the minerals and waters which sustain us and the living creatures 
of such grace and beauty. At harvest time, as we are blessed with the earth’s fruitfulness, we 
know that it depends on each of us to celebrate these gifts by harvesting the earth’s goods in 
ways which ensure there will be harvests in the future. God has given us the care of the 
earth. 
 
Let us begin by singing the hymn 231 – “For the Fruit of all creation” 
 
Hymn For the fruit of all creation  
 

For the fruit of all creation, 
thanks be to God; 
for these gifts to every nation, 
thanks be to God; 
for the ploughing, sowing, reaping, 
silent growth while we are sleeping, 
future needs in earth's safe-keeping, 
thanks be to God. 
 
In the just reward of labour, 
God's will is done; 
in the help we give our neighbour, 
God's will is done; 



in our world-wide task of caring 
for the hungry and despairing, 
in the harvests we are sharing, 
God's will is done. 
 
For the harvests of the Spirit, 
thanks be to God; 
for the good we all inherit, 
thanks be to God; 
for the wonders that astound us, 
for the truths that still confound us, 
most of all that love has found us, 
thanks be to God. 
 

Prayer of Adoration and Confession 

Creator God, we come before you this morning to praise you and adore you. 

How awesome is your power, that you allow the natural world to flourish and sustain us, to 

keep us safe and alive because it is not part of Your design for us to perish and die. The world 

you have given us can supply all our needs and you remind us of the need to share and use 

only what we need. 

How great is your wisdom, that You can lead us and guide us, close a door and open another, 

give us trials as well as blessings, and shepherd us all our lives until we are safe and finally 

home. 

Your love is so deep and your mercy so boundless, that no matter how grave our problems, 

how terrible our mistakes, and how often we stumble and fall, we can pray to You for 

forgiveness, we can find in You our salvation. 

We know that sometimes we are lazy: we lie back and let things slide and we neglect what 

we should care for: we give in to harmful urges, we lash out and hurt our loved ones. 

Sometimes we are weak; we go for what is meaningless and flashy, we take the wrong path 

because it is ‘stress free’ or we think it is so. And we know, too, that sometimes we are 

greedy; we buy things we do not need, we grab for more of what we have enough of. We 

damage and destroy the world around us through negligence and because it seems easier 

and believe somehow it won’t matter 

Forgive us, O God of love and reconcile us to yourself, to one another and Creation Teach us 

that the earth and all its fullness is yours. Remind us that your Son too enjoyed the fruits of 



the harvest in Galilee and joins us now as we celebrate your good gifts together. Call us to 

safeguard the gift of all creation and life, now and forever. 

Now let us join to together to say the Lord’s Prayer 
 
Our Father who art in Heaven  

Hallowed be Thy name,  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done  

On earth as it is in Heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread  

Forgive us our debts, as we forgive  

our debtors.  

Lead us, not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil.  

For Thine is the kingdom the power  

and the glory For ever.   Amen 

 

Reading 1 from The Message 

Joel ch 2 v 21 – 28 

21 Fear not, earth! Be glad and celebrate! God has done great things.  

22 Fear not, wild animals! The fields and meadows are greening up. The trees are bearing fruit 

again: a bumper crop of fig trees and vines!  

23 Children of Zion, celebrate! Be glad in your God. He's giving you a teacher to train you how 

to live right - Teaching, like rain out of heaven, showers of words to refresh and nourish your 

soul, just as he used to do.  

24 And plenty of food for your body - silos full of grain, casks of wine and barrels of olive oil.  

25 "I'll make up for the years of the locust, the great locust devastation - Locusts savage, locusts 

deadly, fierce locusts, locusts of doom, That great locust invasion I sent your way.  

26 You'll eat your fill of good food. You'll be full of praises to your God, The God who has set you 

back on your heels in wonder. Never again will my people be despised.  

27 You'll know without question that I'm in the thick of life with Israel, That I'm your God, yes, 

your God, the one and only real God. Never again will my people be despised.  



28 "And that's just the beginning: After that - "I will pour out my Spirit on every kind of people: 

Your sons will prophesy, also your daughters. Your old men will dream, your young men will see 

visions. 

I will even pour out my Spirit on  the servants men and women both.  

Amen – Thanks be to God. 
 

Reflection  1 

Harvest is a time to reflect on and respond to our creative role within God’s creation and our 

responsibilities, under God, for all God’s creatures. Harvest Festival is still one of the best 

loved church festivals, although the days when whole village communities worked together 

to bring in the harvest disappeared with the coming of the combine harvester. It is 

interesting that during this Covid crisis we have become so much more aware again of the 

benefits of staying local. 

How our food is produced is a topical issue. Even people who have never grown a radish are 

worrying about pesticide residue on carrots, growth hormones in milk and genetically 

engineered soya. Many feel that current farming practices are providing cheap harvests 

today by putting at risk the mechanism God has set in place to ensure there will be harvests 

‘tomorrow’. Many farmers, though are on the margins of economic survival. And they too are 

under a constant burden to produce more from unsuitable land and produce neatly shaped 

carrots. For farmers these pressures are immense. 

In this service and in our worship we need to retain the traditional idea of thanksgiving for a 

successful harvest safely gathered in, while including current issues of how we are producing 

our food.  

At harvest we thank and praise God for all his gifts of food and weather, especially his plants 

which mature in autumn and nourish us all year. Harvest is also an opportunity to give thanks 

and to praise God for all creatures which move in the waters, fly in the sky and live on the 

land. Harvest reminds us that all earth creatures are a community created to praise and 

glorify God. Nature matures in autumn even without human help. Wild creatures enjoy the 

fruits of the season. With human co-operation, however, nature glorifies God through 

cultivated fields, including grain and grapes which make bread and wine. Human hands and 



voices represent the whole earth community, in Christ, to God. The transformation of the 

earth at harvest is a sign, the beginning, of the final transformation of all material creation in 

the resurrection when God does not make a new thing, but makes ‘ all things new’ . 

 In the reading from Joel we hear how he looks forward to the restoration that God has 

promised and he speaks of looking forward in faith and to praise God for this restoration 

even before we see it with our own eyes. But as in the past we need to alter our ways and 

part of our thanksgiving today is about ensuring the harvests of the future. 

Montage explanation. 

God has entrusted us with the wonderful world he created. We are surrounded with the 

beauty and power of nature. Created to be in harmony and for our care. Too often we 

resources plundered and landscapes spoiled by peoples carelessness. As we listen and watch 

let us each reflect on our responsibility to do things differently. 

Montage  - Wonderful World with images 

Prayers of Intercession David Coleman Chaplain of Eco Congregation Scotland 

Let us pray with Christ: God, who makes us with the Earth - God, who gives us to the world 

God; God-with us in our struggles 

 Hear us, stand with fears and needs And walk, hold hands, advise, encourage.  

We pray for the world  - What have we heard, in the news this week? Who is in need and 

who should give thanks? How far have we got, and where have we stumbled? And what 

seems completely beyond us? Listen for Earth’s voice: what is it saying? We remember our 

neighbours, of whatever species. We pray for our enemies, and those we fear. And pray for 

peace throughout Creation.  

Hear us, stand with fears and needs And walk, hold hands, advise, encourage.  

We pray for the church - Give thanks for the faithfulness, undergirding prayer. Be open about 

continuing divisions, including local ones. Look to a greater integration of environmental 



concern in our life and work. And seek openness to the joy of deeper fellowship with all 

Creation  

Hear us, stand with fears and needs and walk, hold hands, advise, encourage.  

For ourselves In silence: bring to God what no one else need hear: not for God to ‘hear’ but 

to remind ourselves that God knows and understands. Pray for those we pray with, 

acknowledging and respecting what they cannot share with us. Look for support and 

perseverance, and some sustaining sign when we get things right. Pray for ‘impatience’ - not 

simply to accept ‘the way things are’ And pray for peace in our heart, and the fuller joys of 

Christ.  

Hear us, stand with fears and needs And walk, hold hands, advise, encourage. AMEN 

Reading 2 Matthew 13 v 24 – 30  Good News Bible 

24 Jesus told them another parable: "The Kingdom of heaven is like this. A man sowed good 

seed in his field.  

25 One night, when everyone was asleep, an enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat 

and went away.  

26 When the plants grew and the heads of grain began to form, then the weeds showed up.  

27 The man's servants came to him and said, "Sir, it was good seed you sowed in your field; 

where did the weeds come from?'  

28 "It was some enemy who did this,' he answered. "Do you want us to go and pull up the 

weeds?' they asked him.  

29 "No,' he answered, "because as you gather the weeds you might pull up some of the wheat 

along with them.  

30 Let the wheat and the weeds both grow together until harvest. Then I will tell the harvest 

workers to pull up the weeds first, tie them in bundles and burn them, and then to gather in the 

wheat and put it in my barn.'  

Thanks be to God 

 

 



Reflection  2 

Like so many stories and parables in the bible -Jesus is talking about farming.  
Man at work in God’s creation, - man and nature in harmony. 
 
The parable tells of a farmer seeding his field. Gardeners and farmers alike can relate to the 
need to prepare the soil ready for planting. 
 
God created a world for us to live in – it his field ans he wants us to grow. 
 
We are not called to live in a sanitised space - but in the world alongside all the mess and 
muddle. When we see so much destruction and problems around us we can feel 
overwhelmed. We could wish to cut ourselves off. 
 
BUT God promises to be with us as we stay in his field. We are challenged to keep learning 
and growing so we can support and witness to those around us. 
 
The bible contains many examples of people doing just that down through the ages. 
Most recently we have been learning about Daniel and his steadfast faith in God. 
 
As we see fields harvested around us this autumn and the soil prepared for more seeds in the 
spring it is a good reminder that God is also fertilising the soil and planting more seeds into 
His field. 
As the seasons change there will be more challenges – more weeds- but God is in it all and 
through it all. 
 
As God continues to pour out his love on us may we grow and flourish as worthy witnesses. 
Let us hold each other up as we work towards the coming of God’s kingdom 
May we learn patience as we wait for God’s ultimate harvest.       Amen 
 

As we come the end of this act of worship we sing  

Hymn 103 Fill you hearts with joy and gladness 

Fill your hearts with joy and gladness, 
 sing and praise your God and mine! 
Great the Lord in love and wisdom, 
 might and majesty divine! 
He who framed the starry heavens 
 knows and names them as they shine! 
 
Praise the Lord, his people, praise him! 
 Wounded souls his comfort know; 
those who fear him find his mercies, 
 peace for pain and joy for woe; 



humble hearts are high exalted, 
 human pride and power laid low. 
 
Praise the Lord for times and seasons, 
 cloud and sunshine, wind and rain; 
spring to melt the snows of winter 
 till the waters flow again; 
grass upon the mountain pastures, 
 golden valleys thick with grain. 
 
Fill your hearts with joy and gladness, 
 peace and plenty crown your days; 
love his laws, declare his judgments, 
 walk in all his words and ways; 
he the Lord and we his children: 
 praise the Lord, all people, praise! 

Blessing 

We bless you, God of Seed and Harvest, 

And we bless each other, 

That the beauty of this world, 

And the love that created it, 

Might be expressed through our lives 

And be a blessing to others, 

Now and always 

Amen 


