
Sunday 6
th

 September 2020 – Daniel prays for his people 

WELCOME 

Good morning, In 2 Chronicles 7:14 we read that God says, “If my people, who are called by my name, 

will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear 

from heaven, and I will forgive their sin and will heal their land.” 

Daniel’s prayer, that we will be thinking about later, is a prayer of confession for his own sin and the sin 

of his people.  We come this morning to the God who promises us forgiveness as we invite Him to 

forgive our foolish ways. 

 

 HYMN     Dear Lord and Father of mankind 

Dear Lord and Father of mankind forgive our foolish ways 

Reclothe us in our rightful mind in purer lives thy service find  

In deeper reverence praise, in deeper reverence praise 

 

In simple trust like theirs who heard beside the Syrian sea 

The gracious calling of the Lord let us like them without a word  

Rise up and follow thee, rise up and follow thee 

 

O Sabbath rest by Galilee O calm of hills above 

Where Jesus knelt to share with thee the silence of eternity  

Interpreted by love, interpreted by love 

 

With that deep hush subduing all our words and works that drown 

The tender whisper of thy call as noiseless let thy blessing fall 

As fell thy manna down 

 

Drop thy still dews of quietness till all our strivings cease 

Take from our souls the strain and stress and let our ordered lives confess 

The beauty of thy peace 

 

Breathe through the heats of our desire Thy coolness and thy balm 

Let sense be dumb, let flesh retire speak through the earthquake, wind and fire 

O still small voice of calm! 

 

PRAYER OF ADORATION AND CONFESSION 

Holy, Almighty God, the God of our ancestors, the God of the Israelites, our God we come to worship 

you today.  Already in hymn we have confessed that we are not the people you want us to be, we are not 

the people we long to be.  Yet we believe that we are your children, children who are loved and precious 

to you.  So precious that you sent your Son, Our Lord Jesus, to die that we might live, to rise again that 



we might know your companionship, your guidance your love throughout our lives here on earth and then 

through death on into your intimate presence in heaven for ever.   

Longstanding, faithful God we worship you.  

You are our God.  We want to realise how much we depend upon you.  You have not only given us life, 

you have made us able to think about its meaning and to choose to work for what is good.  In this world 

there is much that is confusing, many voices striving to be heard.  Yet we have your Word to guide us, the 

life and teaching of your Son, along with the example of many faithful Christians.   

For this O Lord we bring you our thanks and praise.   

We have known your hand holding us fast, our small insecure hand placed into the hand of you who are 

Almighty and Eternal God.  Your steps mark out the way for us.  Lord God we long to know you still.  

Your Presence transforms even the darker times in our lives; with you we need not be afraid.  Thank you 

for your promise that there is nothing that can separate us from your overwhelming love.  There is 

nowhere that we are out of your reach.   

Draw out from us O God, our worship, our adoration, our praise and a love which cannot but respond to 

you in all times and in all places. 

Forgive us O Father when we sink into ourselves, when we despair that you are there.  Our thoughts too 

often turn inwards, instead of looking out and upwards to you.  Forgive us when we shut ourselves off 

from you and go our own ways without thought for others, or for you.  Forgive us when we fail to see the 

needs of others.  O Father God you are our example.  May we look to you and turn to you again, knowing 

that, as we do so, we find your forgiveness and your hand outstretched once more to show us your care 

and your protection. In Jesus Name we pray saying together the words he taught Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our 

daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.  

 

READING             Daniel 9:1-19                                                      Read by Sheila Christer-Porteous 

9 Darius the Mede, who was the son of Xerxes, ruled over the kingdom of Babylonia. 
2 

In the first year 

of his reign I was studying the sacred books and thinking about the seventy years that Jerusalem would 

be in ruins, according to what the LORD had told the prophet Jeremiah. 
3 
And I prayed earnestly to the 

Lord God, pleading with him, fasting, wearing sackcloth, and sitting in ashes. 
4 

I prayed to 

the LORD my God and confessed the sins of my people. 

I said, “Lord God, you are great, and we honour you. You are faithful to your covenant and show 

constant love to those who love you and do what you command. 

5 
“We have sinned, we have been evil, we have done wrong. We have rejected what you commanded us 

to do and have turned away from what you showed us was right. 
6 

We have not listened to your servants 

the prophets, who spoke in your name to our kings, our rulers, our ancestors, and our whole 

nation. 
7 
You, Lord, always do what is right, but we have always brought disgrace on ourselves. This is 



true of all of us who live in Judea and in Jerusalem and of all the Israelites whom you scattered in 

countries near and far because they were unfaithful to you. 
8 

Our kings, our rulers, and our ancestors 

have acted shamefully and sinned against you, Lord. 
9 
You are merciful and forgiving, although we 

have rebelled against you. 
10 

We did not listen to you, O LORD our God, when you told us to live 

according to the laws which you gave us through your servants the prophets. 
11 

All Israel broke your 

laws and refused to listen to what you said. We sinned against you, and so you brought on us the 

curses that are written in the Law of Moses, your servant. 
12 

You did what you said you would do to us 

and our rulers. You punished Jerusalem more severely than any other city on earth, 
13 

giving us all the 

punishment described in the Law of Moses. But even now, O LORD our God, we have not tried to please 

you by turning from our sins or by following your truth. 
14 

You, O LORD our God, were prepared to 

punish us, and you did, because you always do what is right, and we did not listen to you. 

15 
“O Lord our God, you showed your power by bringing your people out of Egypt, and your power is 

still remembered. We have sinned; we have done wrong. 
16 

You have defended us in the past, so do not 

be angry with Jerusalem any longer. It is your city, your sacred hill.
 
  All the people in the 

neighbouring countries look down on Jerusalem and on your people because of our sins and the evil 

our ancestors did. 
17 

O God, hear my prayer and pleading. Restore your Temple, which has been 

destroyed; restore it so that everyone will know that you are God. 
18 

Listen to us, O God; look at us and 

see the trouble we are in and the suffering of the city that bears your name. We are praying to you 

because you are merciful, not because we have done right. 
19 

Lord, hear us. Lord, forgive us. Lord, 

listen to us, and act! In order that everyone will know that you are God, do not delay! This city and 

these people are yours.” 

 

REFLECTION 

Last week we were finding out that Daniel was a man who was told the future – that battles would have to 

be faced, battles which would continue to the end of time, battles which would become increasingly more 

ferocious.  It is as a result of this that Daniel realises that he needs to pray and that his people, his nation 

need him to pray.  As we look round our nation, our world today surely we too are aware of how much 

our prayers are needed.  As we look round are we daunted by the task?  Do we wonder what good our 

little individual prayers will make?  Yet God has called us His people to this task and as in any task He 

calls us to, He equips us for it.  So let’s see how Daniel prays and see if we can glean some pointers from 

him to allow us to pray more profitably. 

 

We first find Daniel with his nose in “the sacred books.”  The Bible of his day. What he read there caused 

him to put on sackcloth and ashes, to fast.  What he was doing was finding a place where he could 

concentrate totally on God and his Word with no distractions.  That’s a good place to start – you, me, 

God, the Bible and no distraction.  It’s sometimes, perhaps often, so difficult to concentrate fully on God 

and what he wants us to pray for – we often think we can’t find the words but as we read the Bible God  



will show us what He wants us to pray.  This prayer of Daniel’s is filled with words from the Bible.  

Phrase after phrase comes from the Psalms or some of the prophets. The Psalms are a great place to read.  

The whole gamut of human emotion is to be found there and using David’s words may well provide us 

with food for thought and words for our prayers.  We are also reminded in Romans that the Holy Spirit 

will take our groans and turn them into pertinent prayers to God. 

With the Bible leading us we can be assured that our prayers are not just the whims of our hearts but 

come from deep within our souls where God resides.  Without the Bible in our prayers, they will be 

worldly.  We cannot live effectively for God without the continual guiding of the Word of God Bob Fyall 

 

Daniel’s relationship with God is paramount in allowing his access to God.  He acknowledges God as his 

own personal God before acknowledging Him as God of the people.  This prayer coming from an over 

eighty year old is powerful for it is based on a relationship that has held steady over all the years of the 

exile in Babylon.   

 

Never write yourself off as being too old. 

 

When our Moderator took his two services he concentrated on two questions: who we are and what is our 

purpose.  It’s intriguing that Daniel’s prayer concentrates on those two aspects of God.  God is faithful, 

God is merciful, God is forgiving to those who love Him.  God’s love is there for all and as we accept His 

love we find ourselves enveloped by it, we find ourselves encouraged by it, we find ourselves energised 

by it and we find ourselves equipped by it in order to allow His love to fuel our behaviour.  Our response 

to God and His love is to follow in His commands, His ways. 

 

God’s character is one of faithfulness.  His purpose is to show us, His people, how to respond to His ways 

in order to live our lives in the best way possible – the most fulfilling way possible.   

First and foremost then Daniel acknowledges the character and purpose of God.  He is the God of the 

covenant promise.  One commentator describes this as – not a contract but a marriage of relationship. He 

is the God of mercy and forgiveness – the One who delights when His people return to acknowledge their 

sin and so be restored to the loving relationship with the Creator which brings fulfilment to life in a way 

nothing else can bring. His constant love is eternal. 

 

He then goes on to acknowledge the character and purpose of God’s people – the Israelites and, as the 

Bible is the living Word of God, we can say that he acknowledges the character and purpose of all people 

for all time to come.  So that includes us. 

 

Daniel recognises the unreliability, the fickleness, the unfaithfulness of God’s people.  We know and 

Daniel knows how God, time after time, has shown the Israelites the way, he has stated that if they love 

him, if they follow him, then he will look after them – covenant love.  How often that covenant has been 



broken by the people.  Which, of course, is why Daniel finds himself in exile in Babylon.  Which is why 

we find ourselves in the state we are in today.  So Daniel pleads with God – he confesses the sins of his 

people – but note, very importantly, he includes himself - WE have sinned.  Over the past decade or so 

there has been a movement towards statesmen and women apologising for the things that have gone 

wrong in the past.  They weren’t there and therefore weren’t actually taking part in any of it but there now 

seems to be a corporate need to apologise.  This is what Daniel is doing.  He apologises to God – stating 

that the people have sinned, they’ve gone their own way, they have not listened to what God was saying 

to them and if they did listen they have not obeyed.   

None of us like owning up to doing wrong things as these comments from insurance claims show. 

Coming home, I drove into the wrong house and collided with a tree that I don’t own.  

The telephone pole approached my car at a rapid speed, as I swerved to get out of its way, it hit me.  

I pulled away from the side of the road, glanced at my mother-in-law, and drove over the embankment. 

 

Daniel challenges us to think through the different ways that we have been unfaithful – we have not 

followed God’s Word.  We have ignored it or deliberately flouted it. And there are consequences.  That’s 

why the Israelites were in Babylon as we are in an exile of our own today.  Perhaps it would be good to 

take time to think of God’s faithfulness and our failure to remain faithful to Him both individually and 

corporately. 

By rejecting God’s ways the Israelites were no longer a light to the nations which is what they were called 

to be – that was to be their purpose. As faithful folk they were to lead others to God.  We too are called to 

be a light in the darkness of our time – a light which probes and exposes the wrongs that are being done. 

Have you noticed the refrain running through Daniel’s prayer?  

 

You, O God, have done what is right...and we have not listened.   

 

What a telling statement.  The God who longs to show us the best way to live our lives reaching out to us, 

time after time, and we continue to be people who don’t listen, or perhaps we do listen but don’t respond. 

 

What an aching heart God must have. 

 

What parts of the Bible are we as God’s people, is our society ignoring today: He gives us instructions for 

living in a world that is just, is fair, is based on the relationship of love which He provides for us.  How 

we fail Him.   

 

But God graciously calls us to confess our sins to Him – to confess our individual sins but as importantly 

to confess the sins of the church, the people of our age – our apathy, our reluctance to think that God’s 

way might indeed be the best way to live life, our lack of commitment.  He calls us to confess the wrong 



actions of our church, wrong actions which have split and divided the church but much more importantly 

have sent out messages to the world that God’s love and God’s ways are not important. 

 

Daniel pleads with God for mercy, for forgiveness.  He pleads with God not to leave His people nor 

desert his nation.  He recognises that God’s punishment for not following his ways is done in order to 

bring people back to Himself.  But the choice is always the peoples, with you, with me, with our nation. 

 

Daniel recognises that our sinfulness has offended the holiness of God and brought his name into 

disrepute.  He pleads with God to forgive once more – not so that the people might feel better, but so that 

others will see God’s holiness once more.   

“O God hear my prayer and my pleading,” he says –“Restore your temple which has been destroyed, 

restore it so that everyone will know that you are God.”  He finishes – “Lord hear us, forgive us, listen to 

us and act!  Do not delay!”  Pretty strong language – but why – so that everyone will know that you are 

God! 

 

Daniel’s prayer for his people stands in a line of others in the Bible who pray for their people, think of 

Abraham praying for Sodom, Esther the insider praying for her people.  We are reminded that we too 

have an insider praying for us. Not just the Holy Spirit taking our groans, weak as they are and He 

himself pleading with God on our behalf and in accordance with God’s will, leading the prayers from our 

hearts to the heart of God, but Jesus, the Risen King himself, praying for us in heaven 24/7.  Even when 

there is only one of us praying alone we are praying in a group of three – ourselves, the Holy Spirit and 

Jesus himself. That should bring confidence to our prayer life.  

 

 May Daniel’s words be ours.  “We are praying to you because you are merciful, not because we have 

done right.  Lord hear us, forgive us, Lord listen to us and act!  In order that everyone will know that you 

are God - do not delay.”  Our world is yours and we know you love it. 

 

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION                                                                                Ann Blundell 

Let us pray  

Dear Lord and Master of all Mankind 

 In our praise this morning we asked You to forgive our foolish ways. 

Yes, we struggle to be the people you would want us to be- but You are the One who has the power to set 

us free, free to live, free to hope, free to love. 

 We turn to You in prayer and thanksgiving. Let our prayers with the prayers of others praying in their 

own homes this morning, in Ashkirk, Ettrick, Yarrow and Selkirk be gathered together and presented to 

you. 



Gracious God You watch over your people, steadfast in Your love for them, faithful to Your promises, 

constant in Your desire for their peace and wellbeing. Forgive us for our complacency in the face of the 

world’s injustice and pain. 

We thank you for the freedoms we enjoy, to live, and work and worship in peace and for the many simple 

acts of kindness with which our lives are blessed. We pray for all who are denied these freedoms, people 

whose lives have been disrupted by storms, fire and violent circumstances beyond their control, people 

suffering dreadfully from poverty and disease.  

With all the resources we have, help those in leadership whether local, national, or international make 

wise decisions, to bring about change for the better, peace among nations, a sustainable prosperity- where 

the earth breathes easily and children are fed and educated. 

In Your loving kindness watch over all who are fleeing desperate circumstances. Help us to treat strangers 

and people in need with kindness, dignity and respect. 

Hold in your healing presence and power people struggling with depression or anxiety, those wrestling 

with anger or guilt, people receiving treatment or recovering from illness, those whose illness has no cure 

and those who mourn a loved one’s passing. 

In silence we bring our personal prayers to You. 

Be with those working on the front line of the Covid pandemic. Let them feel your presence and reassure 

them with your still small voice of calm. 

We pray for our church, seeking to proclaim Your message of life and hope through new ways of 

worshipping together. 

In the week ahead help us to share Your love so that Your light will reach even the darkest of places. 

All this we pray in Jesus’ name Amen. 

 

There have been very positive comments about the church family photos of last week. Here’s the next set 

accompanied by Lita McHale singing The church is wherever God’s people are praising. You will notice 

that there are not many photos from the folk of Ashkirk or Ettrick and Yarrow – that is because you 

haven’t sent them in.  We’d love to include you and it’s not too late.   

Our second hymn will follow and reminds us that we are called to pray for our world to pray that God’s 

kingdom would come and His will would be done in order that our world might experience a new birth as 

the new heaven and the new earth are brought to birth.  Father Eternal Ruler of Creation...Your Kingdom 

come O Lord your will be done is our prayer. 

 

The People seen: Lita McHale, Peter Franks with Cooper, and Jeremy, Maureen Franks with Rachel, 

Kathy Isaac with Cooper, Andrew Laing, Edwin Robinson, Catriona Livingstone, Anne and David 

Bethune, Myra Ward, Beth Bell, Denis Roberts, Kath Young, Lynda McCraw, Louise Raffier with 

Matthew and Finlay, May and George Livingstone, Margaret Milne, Sheila Christer-Porteous, Alison 

Blackadder. 



 

HYMN    Father eternal ruler of creation                   Music played by Moira and Jamie Mitchell 

Father Eternal, Ruler of Creation, Spirit of Life, by whom all things are made, 

through the thick darkness covering every nation, light to our blindness, come now to our aid! 

Your kingdom come, O Lord, your will be done. 

 

Races and peoples, still we stand divided, and, sharing not our griefs, no joy can share; 

by wars and tumults love is mocked, derided, his conquering cross no kingdom wills to bear; 

Your kingdom come, O Lord, your will be done. 

 

Envious of heart, blind-eyed, with tongues confounded, nation by nation still goes unforgiven; 

in wrath and fear, by jealousies surrounded, building proud towers which shall not reach to heaven. 

Your kingdom come, O Lord your will be done. 

 

Lust of possession causes desolations; meekness is honoured nowhere on the earth. 

Led by no star, the rulers of the nations still fail to bring us to the blissful birth. 

Your kingdom come, O Lord your will be done. 

 

How shall we love you, holy, hidden Being, if we love not the world  which you have made? 

Oh, give us purer love, for better seeing your Word made flesh and in a manger laid. 

Your kingdom come, O Lord, your will be done. 

 

BENEDICTION 

God’s own Presence with you stay, Jesus to shield you in the fray, Spirit to protect you from ill, Trinity 

there guiding you still.   

In the Power of the Father on high, in the peace of the Saviour nearby, in the prosperity of the Spirit stay. 

The Three enfold you now and always. Go knowing the blessing of the Presence of the God of life with 

you, the God of love protecting you today and always Amen. 


