
Sunday 13
th

 September 2020 – The End?! 

WELCOME 

Good morning and welcome to our service of worship.  Paul has several questions which he poses in 

Romans 11:33, 36 

How great are God’s riches!  How deep are his wisdom and knowledge!  Who can explain his 

decisions?  Who can understand his ways? Who knows the mind of the Lord.  All things were created 

by him and all things exist through him and for him. To God be the glory forever! Amen   

Our first hymn picks up the theme of God’s perfect wisdom, a wisdom that we his creation often puzzle 

over, yet in faith we believe His way in perfect. 

 

 HYMN    The perfect wisdom of our God 

The perfect wisdom of our God, revealed in all the universe:  

All things created by His hand and held together at His command.  

He knows the mysteries of the seas, the secrets of the stars are His;  

He guides the planets on their way and turns the earth through another day.  

 

The matchless wisdom of His ways that mark the path of righteousness;  

His word a lamp unto my feet, His Spirit teaching and guiding me.  

And O the mystery of the cross, that God should suffer for the lost,  

So that the fool might shame the wise, and all the glory might go to Christ!  

 

O grant me wisdom from above, to pray for peace and cling to love,  

And teach me humbly to receive the sun and rain of Your sovereignty.  

Each strand of sorrow has a place within this tapestry of grace;  

So through the trials I choose to say: “Your perfect will in Your perfect way.”  
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PRAYER OF ADORATION AND CONFESSION 

From everlasting to everlasting you are God.  God of strength, God  of power, God of might.  We look to 

the mountains, the hills and see a small reflection of your staying power. From everlasting to everlasting 

you are God, the God of intimacy, tenderness, joy, peace, hope.   

Jesus you entered our world to bring God your Father and ours into our lives.  You have left us your 

Spirit – Holy God unworthy as we are you come to us, you call to us, you confirm in us that we are your 

children.  As a mother hen gathers her chicks under her wings to provide comfort and protection so you 

invite us to live in the shadow of your wings in order for us to find security.  How we marvel at your love.   

Merciful God from everlasting to everlasting your forgiveness stretches before us – your arms Lord Jesus 

stretched out on the cross to beckon us, to embrace us with your loving forgiveness.  So often we fail to 

come into your presence, so often we slink away unwilling to acknowledge that you alone can bring the 



peace of forgiveness to us.  Come once more Lord Jesus through your Spirit – draw us to yourself and 

give us the courage to admit our failures in order that we might go from here cleansed and renewed and 

willing to acknowledge you as our Lord our God our Saviour and Guide.  In Jesus name we pray and say 

together the words he taught Our Father who art in Heaven Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done On earth as it is in Heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread Forgive us our debts, as we 

forgive our debtors. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom the 

power and the glory For ever. Amen 

 

RECAP 

We come to the end of Daniel this week.  I hope you've found it an interesting journey but more than that 

I hope you have been challenged by Daniel's example; that you have been encouraged by his example and 

I hope that your faith journey has grown as a result of putting into practice some of Daniel's way of 

living.  

 God's not finished yet though!  Two more chapters to go.  We're not going to read anything of chapter 

11.  It gives more details about the vision which Daniel saw in chapter 8.  It talks about the battle between 

two evils, each getting the upper hand and then being defeated.  It tells of kings who turn their backs not 

just on the Supreme God but on any god for what they do is put themselves in the place of God.  They 

don't need any help thank you very much.  And yet history proves them wrong.   

 

Two things for us to think about before we go on to read Chapter 12. Daniel's visions have two 

timescales.  They are important for the Israelites in captivity, but they also talk about what will happen at 

the end of time.  History in a sense repeats itself and will repeat itself till the end of time.  We are being 

told, as we have been told in the past, that evil is not going to go away.  It is a never ending struggle until 

the end because one day it will end - at the time that God has set.  

 

Throughout the book of Daniel we see that God works not just through Daniel and those faithful to God 

but also through foreign rulers, through tyrants to bring his purpose about.  God longs for folk to live his 

way but gives them the choice but in the end of the day His will, will prevail. God can use all our 

mistakes, all our deliberate errors.   

The story is told of the Indian carpet maker.  His apprentice, strayed from the pattern, but rather than pick 

out the mistake and start again, the carpet maker will reweave the pattern to suit his original purpose.  

That should give us hope, not just for our lives but also for the life of the world we now live in.  

 

 A world which in many ways sounds very like the world of Daniel's vision.  If the Bible tells us that evil 

is going to happen anyway the question must be, So why do we bother - why bother to fight, why not just 

let it happen if it's going to happen anyway?  We’ve seen in the book of Daniel that God calls him and 

calls us to play our part in the struggle.  We have the promise that it will end, that one day evil will be no 

more and actually that helps us to keep on going.  Think for a moment of a woman about to give birth.  



The pain and the agony stretches forward and it seems as if it will never end.  The pain intensifies towards 

the end and changes.  For hours she has been called to let the pain work - in a sense she has had to be 

passive letting it happen to her but once she nears the end she and the pain work together to push the baby 

out.  Yes the pain will end and a new life begins.  Yes our pain too will end and our new life will begin.  

What hope that brings us.  The knowledge of the baby to come keeps the woman going, the knowledge of 

the new life to come should keep us going. Let’s read part of Chapter 12 

 

READING              Daniel 12:1-4, 8, 13                                              Read by  

 

12 The angel wearing linen clothes said, “At that time the great angel Michael, who guards your 

people, will appear. Then there will be a time of troubles, the worst since nations first came into 

existence. When that time comes, all the people of your nation whose names are written in God's book 

will be saved. 
2 

Many of those who have already died will live again: some will enjoy eternal life, and 

some will suffer eternal disgrace. 
3 [a]

The wise leaders will shine with all the brightness of the sky. And 

those who have taught many people to do what is right will shine like the stars forever.”
4 

He said to me, 

“And now, Daniel, close the book and put a seal on it until the end of the world. Meanwhile, many 

people will waste their efforts trying to understand what is happening.” 

8 
I heard what he said, but I did not understand it. So I asked, “But, sir, how will it all end?” 

13 
“And you, Daniel, be faithful to the end. Then you will die, but you will rise to receive your reward at 

the end of time.” 

 

REFLECTION 

If I had a pound for every time a woman in labour has said to me how long, how long I'd be very rich and 

probably not your minister!  Whenever we are in the grip of something terrible we want to know how 

long.  And just as I could never tell exactly how long it would be before the baby was delivered so Daniel 

doesn't get an answer to his question.  He only knew that one day it would end.  One commentator has put 

it this way - history as it moves towards the end can be seen to have no clear meaning - clarity will only 

come when we can look back and see from hindsight.   

 

I wonder if that has ever happened to you.  Something's happened in your life and you wonder why and 

eventually you discover the reason for it - perhaps though it will take until eternity to discover the why for 

some things. We’ve not to waste our time trying to dot every “I” and cross every “t” to find the 

explanation of the visions.  That's not why we've been given them.  Rather we've been given them so that 

we know what to expect and that can then inform how we live our lives. 

 

Suffering will happen - so that we may be purified. Peter takes up this theme in his letter, “You may have 

had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. These have come so that your faith--of greater worth than 
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gold, which perishes even though refined by fire -- may be proved genuine.”    So often it’s when we 

come to the end of our tether that we allow God a look in.  We then discover that he is willing to help us. 

 

Evil will continue - there will be a constant battle evil against evil, which will make evil all the stronger - 

for a while.  A constant battle - evil against good and that battle will make good stronger too. 

Think of the parable Jesus tells of the weeds and the wheat.  They grow together side by side - often the 

weeds growing taller seeming to drown out the wheat.  But actually what happens is that the wheat grows 

stronger as it battles against the weeds.   

Sticking together helps the wheat to grow.  People say to me I can be a good Christian without going to 

church and it's true they can but the battle to continue to walk God's way is all the harder, the pull that 

evil has of taking folk away from God is all the harder to resist when you’re on your own.  Coming 

together to worship, coming together to learn, coming together to gain strength from one another is 

essential for growth.  There is strength, vital life giving strength, to be had from Christian company - 

think back to the early chapters of Daniel where he only managed to do what he had to do because he had 

his friends around him as well as God.  We walk a dangerous path when we get out of the habit of 

worshipping with others on a regular basis.  That is why we are missing meeting together during this 

crisis.  But we can know that one day this will end too and the companionship and help that we find in 

meeting together will be restored. 

 

Daniel is given a promise at the very last verse of the book – “Go your way till the end.  You will rest 

and then at the end of the days you will rise to receive your allotted inheritance."   

Think through for a minute Daniel's way. 

The way Daniel began when he risked unpopularity - eating veggies not meat, and yet was given favour. 

The way he continued when he risked everything to interpret the dream of the frantic king trusting only in 

God. 

The way he went quietly about his routine of devotion and duty when he was basely slandered and 

shamefully betrayed facing the prospect of being the lion's main course,  

The way in which he was the man of the moment and feted as such, then flung into the background and 

yet keeping on keeping on,  

That is the way he is to continue to the end.  

 

Think through for a moment this coming week of yours. What will it mean for you to walk in God's way, 

standing up for him in your home, in your work, in your leisure?  Be assured that He is with you to give 

you the strength, be assured that He is with you to give you the wisdom, be assured that through all the 

trials that life flings at you, He will keep you safe, as you continue to trust and honour him.  Our God has 

the battles of this world under his control.  Yes we fail, but as we return to him He will bring us back into 

His fold and into His presence.  So let's go in the strength of the Lord to bring glory to His name.  Amen. 

 



PRAYER OF INTERCESSION                                                                                John Nichol 

We continue to pray….. 

Almighty God, our faith is the firm foundation of our strength, our spiritual wellbeing and our hope for 

the future – all so vitally important in these challenging times. 

Grant us tolerance, sense and compassion when dealing with our ever-changing circumstances. Give 

wisdom and guidance to our scientists and politicians who make difficult decisions on our behalf, and 

help us to spread your love and understanding to others. 

Instil in us, we pray, a willingness and determination to curb the spread of Corona virus, and give power 

and strength to those who strive to find a cure. We are warned of the possibility of another wave of 

infection and a resumption of lockdown measures. Lord, should this happen, give us strength to be 

patient, prudent and mindful. 

Lord, we pray for our key workers, not only those in the health service and the care sector, but the many 

others, unseen and unsung, who support our community. 

Give them courage and strength to continue to sustain us through the current crisis. 

Lord, we pray for those who are suffering from any illness or injury, and for their swift recovery. For the 

bereaved, the lonely, the weary and the oppressed, we offer Your peace, hope and love. 

Lord, help us to ‘look forward in faith’ and to accept that a life without hardship is a life without faith. 

Lord, we have often transgressed and found fault in others when they needed our support. We may have 

been selfish, intolerant and insensitive when we should have been considerate and kind. 

Forgive us, Lord, and show us the right way forward and hold up Your guiding before us in all we hope to 

accomplish. 

Lord, we pray for our community and ask that You make us instruments of Your faith and love. Through 

Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 

 

Our second hymn calls us to look forward in faith knowing that God does have this world of ours and our 

own lives within this world in his care.   

Before that we have some more pictures of our friends from our different parishes. 

HYMN    Look forward in faith 

Look forward in faith, all time is in God's hand 

Walk humbly with him, and trust his future plan 

God has wisely led His people by his power 

Look forward in hope He gives us each new hour. 

 

Look forward in faith the world is in God's care 

His purpose of love He calls on us to share 

In our neighbour's need the Lord is present still 

He blesses the meek the earth will know God's will 



 

Look forward in faith, God gives us life each day 

Go onward with Christ His Spirit guides our way 

Now God lets us live within the sphere of grace 

Trust ever in him He rules o'er earth and space 

 

BENEDICTION 

Let the grace of Christ redeem you the power of Christ renew you the example of Christ inspire you and 

the love of Christ shine from you,.  Go in faith to walk his ways and make him known to his glory.  Go 

knowing that God the Father Son and Spirit gives you the blessing of his presence with now and 

forever…3x Amen 


