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WELCOME 

Good morning and welcome to our worship service this morning.  I want to apologise to those of you who 

watched the service last week and indeed to those who were involved in the preparation and leading of 

the service that technical problems meant it did not screen well.  The Apostle Paul says to the church in 

Corinth and to us today, “May God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ give you grace and peace.”1 

Corinthians 1:3  

Having looked at the book of Daniel over the summer, celebrated Harvest Creation in our Care last week 

we turn our thoughts once more to the book of Acts where we discovered earlier in the year that although 

it is named as the Acts of the Apostles it should surely be read as the Acts of the Risen Lord Jesus 

through the Acts of the Apostles.  Jesus is proclaimed as Lord and Saviour within the chapters we will be 

looking at over the next weeks. Today we begin our worship noting that Jesus is the name we as 

Christians honour. 

 

 HYMN     Jesus is the name we honour 

Jesus is the name we honour, Jesus is the name we praise 

Majestic Name above all other names the highest heav’n and earth proclaim 

That Jesus is our God 

We will glorify, we will lift Him high 

We will give Him honour and praise 

We will glorify, we will lift Him high 

We will give Him honour and praise 

 

Jesus is the name we worship Jesus is the name we trust 

He is the King above all other kings Let all creation stand and sing 

That Jesus is our God  

We will glorify . . . 

 

Jesus is the Father’s splendour Jesus is the Father’s joy 

He will return to reign in majesty and ev’ry eye at last will see 

That Jesus is our God 

We will glorify . . . 

 

PRAYER OF ADORATION AND CONFESSION 

Glorious and Almighty God our hearts soar in praise and adoration to you our Creator, our Father, our 

Redeemer, our friend and guide.  We bow acknowledging your Presence in our lives; a presence that we 

do not deserve yet through your mercy and through the gift of your Son Jesus’ life death and resurrection 

we believe you to be here with us and within each one of us.   



Father we praise you for Jesus for the way in which he was so certain of your love for him and for us that 

he trusted you all the way to the cross.  Thank you for his promise that we can share your resurrection life 

and power when we invite him to be part of our lives. 

Lord Jesus you promise us your risen presence through the Holy Spirit; a presence that sticks with us 

through thick and thin, a presence that provides comfort, help, strength and wisdom enabling us to live 

day by day knowing we are not alone, knowing that when we are weak then you are strong. 

Father God we are only too well aware that we are not the people you meant us to be. We are not living 

the kind of lives that you created us to live and our words thoughts and deeds are not bringing you the 

glory which you deserve.. Forgive us Father for the way in which our plans, dreams and choices damage 

your world, we hurt each other and we create a barrier between ourselves and you.  We come asking for 

your forgiveness and invite you by the power of your Holy Spirit to cleanse and renew us. In Jesus name 

we pray saying together the prayer he taught. Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  

your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us 

from evil. For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.  

 

READING             Acts 9:32-43                                                                           Read by George Jack 

Peter in Lydda and Joppa 

Peter travelled everywhere, and on one occasion he went to visit God's people who lived in 

Lydda.  There he met a man named Aeneas, who was paralysed and had not been able to get out of bed 

for eight years.  “Aeneas,” Peter said to him, “Jesus Christ makes you well. Get up and make your 

bed.” At once Aeneas got up.  All the people living in Lydda and Sharon saw him, and they turned to 

the Lord. 

In Joppa there was a woman named Tabitha, who was a believer. (Her name in Greek is Dorcas, 

meaning “a deer.”) She spent all her time doing good and helping the poor.  At that time she got sick 

and died. Her body was washed and laid in a room upstairs.  Joppa was not very far from Lydda, and 

when the believers in Joppa heard that Peter was in Lydda, they sent two men to him with the message, 

“Please hurry and come to us.”  So Peter got ready and went with them. When he arrived, he was 

taken to the room upstairs, where all the widows crowded around him, crying and showing him all the 

shirts and coats that Dorcas had made while she was alive.  Peter put them all out of the room, and 

knelt down and prayed; then he turned to the body and said, “Tabitha, get up!” She opened her eyes, 

and when she saw Peter, she sat up.  Peter reached over and helped her get up. Then he called all the 

believers, including the widows, and presented her alive to them.  The news about this spread all over 

Joppa, and many people believed in the Lord.  Peter stayed on in Joppa for many days with a tanner of 

leather named Simon. 

 

 



REFLECTION 

We last saw Peter in Chapter 8 when he and John had an excursion to Samaria before returning to 

Jerusalem all the while proclaiming the Good News of Jesus Christ’s death and resurrection to all who 

would listen and offering to pray that the believers might know the power of the Holy Spirit at work in 

their lives.   

One commentator says this, “One of the glories of Luke’s writings is that he can take you in a few strides 

from enormous, earth shattering, history changing moments like Saul’s conversion to a small intimate 

scene – an upstairs room in a poor home filled with the knitting and sewing of the lady who has just 

died.”  Next Sunday we will come to another history changing moment but for now let us concentrate on 

the intimate.  God is the God of the vast, earth shattering, life changing movements of the world, yet he is 

God too of the intimate, personal, yet no less life changing movement of individuals. You think he can’t 

be interested in you and your life – you think wrong. 

 

Two people who had life changing encounters with the living Lord Jesus were Aeneas and Tabitha.  The 

latter we know was a believer but we don’t know about Aeneas.  Jesus never differentiated between those 

who believed and those who didn’t while he was alive on earth.  He is the same yesterday, today and 

forever and therefore we find that His power working through Peter in this instance does not differentiate 

either. 

 

Both stories have similarities to ones that happened while Jesus was alive on earth. Professor William 

Barclay says that Peter would never claim to be a source of power; he was only the channel of God’s 

power.  That is such an important lesson for us all to learn.  As we help others, we are to allow God’s 

power to work through us rather than doing it in our own strength. 

 

Peter sounds like many a mother – get up, and make your bed!  How many of you have said that or how 

many of us have had it said to us!?   

We stand though on holy ground as we discover that the Greek word for “get up” is the same verb used to 

tell us that God raised – “got up” Jesus from death.  This is the same power that Paul tells us in Ephesians 

is available to us who are God’s people in our land today. He says, “How rich are the wonderful 

blessings God promises His people, and how very great is his power at work in us who believe.  This 

power working is us is the same as the mighty strength which he used when he raised Christ from 

death and seated him at his right side in the heavenly world.” Ephesians 1:19, 20 

 

Let’s take a moment to ponder that. 

What difficult situation are you facing today?  What is God calling you to do for him today?   There is a 

hymn that some of us know which goes: We bow down and confess you are Lord in this place.  You are 

all I need, it’s your face I seek in the presence of your light we bow down.  As we seek the light shining 

from God’s face we will find his power available to us.  Why not pause the video and take time to share 



with God what is going on in your life today. Invite him to tell you what he’d like you to do for him 

today. 

The story of Aeneas reminds us of the story of the man that Jesus healed at the pool of Bethesda. You can 

read that story in John chapter 5.  There Jesus asks the man if he wants to get well.  The man doesn’t 

answer directly but Jesus goes on to say, “Get up, pick up your mat and walk.” 

The story of Tabitha mirrors the healing of Jairus’ daughter in Luke chapter 8.  From the weeping 

widows, to the upstairs room, to Peter’s word of command to get up, we are called to remember the way 

Jesus healed Talitha – only one letter of difference to her name! 

 

These stories remind us of the compassion of Jesus.   

Jesus out walking amongst the people.  Jesus taking time to be with his friends to teach them the ways of 

God, the work of God, the worship of God.  To each person he met Jesus provided life changing 

moments.  To each person Christians in the early church met, the opportunity was given to provide them 

with Jesus’ life changing moments.  Today as his people wherever we are and wherever we go Jesus calls 

us to provide those we meet with life changing Jesus’ moments.  What a responsibility that is and yet we 

do it not in our own strength but in his. 

 

God’s people - Saints - holy – meaning different from others.  Christians are people who are different 

from the folk of the world.  How?  Well we are told that we have been chosen to be his children, chosen 

in fact since before we were born according to Paul. Chosen for a special purpose by God.  God has made 

us what we are and in our union with Christ Jesus he has created us for a life of good deeds, which he 

has already prepared for us to do. Ephesians 2:10 Chosen, like the Israelites were called to be a light to 

the nations, we are called to be the same.  

The outcome of both the healing of Aeneas and Tabitha had consequences which were not only personal 

but wide reaching.  We read that once Aeneas got up all the people living in Lydda and Sharon saw him 

and they turned to the Lord.  And in Tabitha’s case many people believed in the Lord. 

 

These were not only physical healings but spiritual ones too.  The question is why these two healings 

were specifically mentioned.  It seems to me that the physical condition of both Aeneas and Tabitha 

represents different pictures of the spiritual condition of every person who doesn’t know Jesus. By nature, 

we are all sinners, spiritually paralysed and dead.  Romans tells us that all of us has sinned and fallen 

short of God’s way (Romans 3:23) and that the consequence of sin is spiritual death (6:23)  That is why 

Jesus came that we might be given the way back into God’s loving presence forever as we put our trust in 

His life, His death and His resurrection.   

As we put our trust in Jesus as we invite him into our lives to be our friend and Saviour we are born to a 

new way of living – our lives lived as light shiners, love givers, whole life promoters enabled to do this 

only because of the power of the living God working in us and through us.  All the glory goes to God. 



Andy has a new hymn that he’d like us to learn. As we listen to it let us meditate on the words believing 

that Jesus is our Saviour, our Friend, the One who promises His presence throughout our lives here on 

earth and on into the new life to come. 

HYMN  I believe in Jesus 

 I believe in Jesus 

I believe He is the Son of God 

I believe He died and rose again 

I believe He paid for us all 

And I believe He's here now 

I believe that He's here 

Standing in our midst 

Here with the power to heal now 

With the power to heal 

And the grace to forgive 

 

I believe in You Lord 

I believe in Jesus 

I believe He is the Son of God 

I believe He died and rose again 

I believe He paid for us all 

And I believe He is here now 

Standing in our midst 

Here With the power to heal now 

And the grace to forgive 

 

I believe in You, Lord 

I believe You are the Son of God 

I believe You died and rose again 

I believe You paid for us all. 

Songwriters: D. Carter / J.s. Bach / Charles Gounod / Dan Carter I Believe in Jesus lyrics © Sonos Music Resources, A Div. Of Jackman Music Corp.  CCLI 

600239, 634212, 27185 

 

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION                                                                          Read by Harry Dooley 

Loving God you have called us to be your children and your witnesses here in your world.  We come then 

to pray for your people the church throughout the world; the church that reaches back over two thousand 

years and all across the world today. We pray for guidance, encouragement and a genuine awareness in 

each of your people of the immense privilege of belonging to your family.  Would you come Lord Jesus 

and fill us with your Holy Spirit that we may worship you in the way you deserve. 



You have called us to be messengers of your Good News.  Help us through our actions and our words to 

be people who draw others to yourself.  May the love you have for your world flow in us and through us 

bringing hope to the hopeless, light to those living through dark times in their lives and your peace that 

passes all understanding to those in turmoil.  

As a church we pray that you would help us to stand up for what is noble, true, right and holy.  

We pray for our leaders; local, national and international, at this time of such uncertainty.  Show them the 

way Lord God, bring them your discerning wisdom.  May each act with total integrity in order that lives 

may be saved and life may go on. 

Each of us has people we know who are in need of your tender loving healing forgiving care.  As we pray 

in silence please come to them and meet their deepest needs.  Help us to help them if we are to be part of 

your answer to this prayer. 

We pray for ourselves.  Come Lord may we find you to be ever present in our lives bringing us the power 

and peace we need. 

In Jesus’ name we pray Amen. 

 

Our final hymn, one of Charles Wesley’s best known and loved creations. “And Can It Be” was written 

immediately following his conversion to Christianity. He had known his Bible well before this time but 

had not yet experienced affirmation of new birth or the wholeness of God’s grace in his life. 

Wesley expresses admiration over the love shown by Jesus in leaving heaven, living on earth, dying for 

him and for all in the world. He recognises the paralysis of our human condition tainted by sin but 

recognises the spiritual healing that occurs when people turn to Jesus for help. Let us take time to think 

over our Christian journey of faith and ponder anew what the Almighty can do and has done for us.  If we 

have not yet found Jesus to be our Saviour and friend then take time now to invite him to be in your life 

and know the peace that brings. 

 

HYMN   And can it be  

And can it be that I should gain an interest in the Saviour’s blood 

Died He for me who caused His pain for me who Him to death pursued 

Amazing love how can it be that Thou my God shouldst die for me x 2 

 

He left His Father’s throne above so free so infinite His grace 

Emptied Himself of all but love and bled for Adam’s helpless race 

Tis mercy all immense and free for O my God it found out me x 2 

 

Long my imprisoned spirit lay fast bound in sin and nature’s night 

Thine eye diffused a quickening ray I woke the dungeon flamed with light 

My chains fell off my heart was free, I rose went forth and followed Thee x 2 



No condemnation now I dread, Jesus and all in Him is mine 

Alive in Him my living Head and clothed in righteousness divine 

Bold I approach the eternal throne and claim the crown through Christ my own x 2 

 

BENEDICTION 

May you know in your life the presence of the risen Lord, the peace of Christ who is eternal and the 

power of his resurrection.  Go knowing the blessing of the intimate presence of God Father Son and Holy 

Spirit today and everyday. Amen 


