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WELCOME 

Good morning.  We come to worship this morning aware of the love that God has for us, aware of our 

own shortcomings yet aware of the forgiveness that God offers us as we put our trust in Jesus our Lord 

and Saviour. Last week we thought of the intimate life changing encounters that Aeneas and Tabitha had 

as God’s power working through Peter brought healing and life to them.  Today we’re going to find 

Peter’s whole belief system being rocked to the very core.  We start with his words to Cornelius found in 

Acts 10 taken from The Message translation.  It’s God’s own truth, nothing could be plainer: god plays 

no favourites!  It makes no difference who you are or where you’re from - if you want God and are 

ready to do as he says, the door is open.  Passionately Peter put his all into believing that his friend and 

master Jesus had changed his life forever bringing him hope, help, healing and most of all an intimate 

experience of God’s love in his life.  Passionately Peter put his all into sharing that with those who God 

put in his path.  Today Jesus longs to bring us His love and he longs that we receive it so that we too 

might have a life changing encounter which stirs our passion for God, for our friends, our neighbours, our 

work colleagues, our communities, our nation and our world. Allow Jesus’ love to enter your being 

bringing you hope, peace and a security no other can bring as we sing I believe in Jesus.  

 

 HYMN     I believe in Jesus 

 I believe in Jesus, I believe He is the Son of God 

I believe He died and rose again. I believe He paid for us all 

And I believe He's here now standing in our midst 

Here with the power to heal now with the power to heal 

And the grace to forgive 

 

I believe in You Lord. I believe in Jesus 

I believe You are the Son of God I believe You died and rose again 

I believe You paid for us all 

And I believe You are here now standing in our midst 

Here With the power to heal now 

And the grace to forgive 

 

I believe in You, Lord.  I believe You are the Son of God 

I believe You died and rose again I believe You paid for us all. 

And I believe You are here now standing in our midst 

Here With the power to heal now 

And the grace to forgive 

Songwriters: D. Carter / J.s. Bach / Charles Gounod / Dan Carter I Believe in Jesus lyrics © Sonos Music Resources, A Div. Of Jackman Music Corp.  CCLI 

600239, 634212, 27185 



PRAYER OF ADORATION AND CONFESSION 

Starlit universe – your creation blows our minds away.  200 billion stars, 100 billion galaxies and 

counting, our sun 150 trillion miles away from the centre of our galaxy. Lord God Almighty our minds 

cannot take in the enormity, vastness, complexity, of your creation – we bow before you – Creator God 

accept our praise. 

Earth bound God, you whose hands flung those stars into space became human staying alongside us, 

encouraging us to see you in a new way, the God who comes to his people in love, in light, in power, in 

sensitivity. Those hands that surrendered to the nails, to the cruelty of your people when you died on the 

cross.  Yet three days later you rose from the grave, breaking the power of death forever for those who 

put their trust in you.  Saviour God – accept our praise 

Power sharing God, your presence with us day by day encourages, challenges, comforts, provokes action, 

in equal measure.  You are the one who promises change though you are changeless.  You promise us 

yourself – at work in us and through us so that your light may shine out into our communities and into 

your world.  Ever present God accept our praise. 

As we feast our eyes on you, as we acknowledge your presence here today our hearts and minds tell us 

that we are not the people we long to be let alone the people you created.  Forgive us Lord – challenge us 

to allow you to change us, in order that we might live for you once more.  Forgiving God we offer you 

ourselves.  In Jesus name we pray saying together the word he taught, Our Father who art in Heaven 

Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done On earth as it is in Heaven.  Give us this 

day our daily bread. Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. Lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory forever. Amen 

 

Our reading this morning is the whole of Acts Chapter 10 – instead of it being read to us we will see it in 

animated form on video. 

 

READING       Acts 10                                                                                                 Video presentation                                   

Peter and Cornelius 

10 There was a man in Caesarea named Cornelius, who was a captain in the Roman army regiment called 

“The Italian Regiment.” 
2 

He was a religious man; he and his whole family worshiped God. He also did 

much to help the Jewish poor people and was constantly praying to God. 
3 

It was about three o'clock one 

afternoon when he had a vision, in which he clearly saw an angel of God come in and say to him, 

“Cornelius!” 
4 

He stared at the angel in fear and said, “What is it, sir?” 

The angel answered, “God is pleased with your prayers and works of charity, and is ready to answer 

you. 
5 

And now send some men to Joppa for a certain man whose full name is Simon Peter. 
6 
He is a guest 

in the home of a tanner of leather named Simon, who lives by the sea.” 
7 

Then the angel went away, and 

Cornelius called two of his house servants and a soldier, a religious man who was one of his personal 

attendants. 
8 

He told them what had happened and sent them off to Joppa. 



9 
The next day, as they were on their way and coming near Joppa, Peter went up on the roof of the house 

about noon in order to pray. 
10 

He became hungry and wanted something to eat; while the food was being 

prepared, he had a vision. 
11 

He saw heaven opened and something coming down that looked like a large 

sheet being lowered by its four corners to the earth. 
12 

In it were all kinds of animals, reptiles, and wild 

birds. 
13 

A voice said to him, “Get up, Peter; kill and eat!” 

14 
But Peter said, “Certainly not, Lord! I have never eaten anything ritually unclean or defiled.” 

15 
The voice spoke to him again, “Do not consider anything unclean that God has declared clean.” 

16 
This 

happened three times, and then the thing was taken back up into heaven. 

17 
While Peter was wondering about the meaning of this vision, the men sent by Cornelius had learned 

where Simon's house was, and they were now standing in front of the gate. 
18 

They called out and asked, 

“Is there a guest here by the name of Simon Peter?” 

19 
Peter was still trying to understand what the vision meant, when the Spirit said, “Listen! Three

[a]
 men 

are here looking for you. 
20 

So get ready and go down, and do not hesitate to go with them, for I have sent 

them.” 
21 

So Peter went down and said to the men, “I am the man you are looking for. Why have you 

come?” 

22 
“Captain Cornelius sent us,” they answered. “He is a good man who worships God and is highly 

respected by all the Jewish people. An angel of God told him to invite you to his house, so that he could 

hear what you have to say.” 
23 

Peter invited the men in and had them spend the night there. 

The next day he got ready and went with them; and some of the believers from Joppa went along with 

him. 
24 

The following day he arrived in Caesarea, where Cornelius was waiting for him, together with 

relatives and close friends that he had invited. 
25 

As Peter was about to go in, Cornelius met him, fell at 

his feet, and bowed down before him. 
26 

But Peter made him rise. “Stand up,” he said, “I myself am only a 

man.” 
27 

Peter kept on talking to Cornelius as he went into the house, where he found many people 

gathered. 
28 

He said to them, “You yourselves know very well that a Jew is not allowed by his religion to 

visit or associate with Gentiles. But God has shown me that I must not consider any person ritually 

unclean or defiled. 
29 

And so when you sent for me, I came without any objection. I ask you, then, why 

did you send for me?” 

30 
Cornelius said, “It was about this time three days ago that I was praying

[b]
 in my house at three o'clock 

in the afternoon. Suddenly a man dressed in shining clothes stood in front of me 
31 

and said: ‘Cornelius! 

God has heard your prayer and has taken notice of your works of charity. 
32 

Send someone to Joppa for a 

man whose full name is Simon Peter. He is a guest in the home of Simon the tanner of leather, who lives 

by the sea.’ 
33 

And so I sent for you at once, and you have been good enough to come. Now we are all 

here in the presence of God, waiting to hear anything that the Lord has instructed you to say.” 

Peter's Speech 

34 
Peter began to speak: “I now realize that it is true that God treats everyone on the same basis. 

35 
Those 

who fear him and do what is right are acceptable to him, no matter what race they belong to. 
36 

You know 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+10&version=GNT#fen-GNT-30316a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+10&version=GNT#fen-GNT-30327b


the message he sent to the people of Israel, proclaiming the Good News of peace through Jesus Christ, 

who is Lord of all. 
37 

You know of the great event that took place throughout the land of Israel, beginning 

in Galilee after John preached his message of baptism. 
38 

You know about Jesus of Nazareth and how God 

poured out on him the Holy Spirit and power. He went everywhere, doing good and healing all who were 

under the power of the Devil, for God was with him. 
39 

We are witnesses of everything that he did in the 

land of Israel and in Jerusalem. Then they put him to death by nailing him to a cross. 
40 

But God raised 

him from death three days later and caused him to appear, 
41 

not to everyone, but only to the witnesses 

that God had already chosen, that is, to us who ate and drank with him after he rose from death. 
42 

And he 

commanded us to preach the gospel to the people and to testify that he is the one whom God has 

appointed judge of the living and the dead. 
43 

All the prophets spoke about him, saying that all who 

believe in him will have their sins forgiven through the power of his name.” 

The Gentiles Receive the Holy Spirit 

44 
While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit came down on all those who were listening to his 

message. 
45 

The Jewish believers who had come from Joppa with Peter were amazed that God had poured 

out his gift of the Holy Spirit on the Gentiles also. 
46 

For they heard them speaking in strange tongues and 

praising God's greatness. Peter spoke up: 
47 

“These people have received the Holy Spirit, just as we also 

did. Can anyone, then, stop them from being baptized with water?” 
48 

So he ordered them to be baptized 

in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked him to stay with them for a few days. 

 

REFLECTION 

Two people, two journeys, each never thinking that their lives would meet and that as they did, Christian 

church life would change out of all recognition.   

 

Cornelius the Roman soldier - a captain so he was used to giving orders and seeing them obeyed 

immediately, used too to being given orders and obeying them immediately. An angel appearing to him – 

not much would frighten a Roman captain but fear was there as he stared at and heard the angel call his 

name.  And it was fear rather than awe that was there.  But he responded as any soldier would to their 

name being called – Yes sir, what is it?  He listened as he was told that, while his worship of God was 

great, there was something even better to come. His worship was great, not just because he prayed a lot, 

went to the local synagogue a lot but also because that worship spilled out into his ordinary, everyday life 

as he cared for the Jewish poor folk around him.   

 

Cornelius recognised that worshipping God also meant caring for God's people.  A point for us to ponder 

– how does our worship of God help others? 

 

Peter, the ex Galilean fisherman, had already been learning some lessons in the life of an apostle.  He'd 

begun to loosen the ties from the Jewish religion perhaps even without being totally aware of it.  No God 

fearing, devout, religious Jew would have anything to do with a tanner - the very nature of his work made 



him unclean, so why was Peter staying with him?  Presumably, because Simon was a Christian.  Already 

then Peter was adapting to a new set of circumstances and we all know how that makes us feel.  Now 

there was to be a real test of his commitment to God.  His vision had to be repeated three times so 

shocking it was!  To begin with Peter perhaps thought that God was testing him and so he'd stand firm 

against this new idea!  But by the third time he realised that God was upsetting his firmly held beliefs - 

beliefs that had their place in the Bible but in this new age there were new rules.  Jesus had in fact taught 

the disciples, Peter included, that all food was clean (Mark 7:17-19) but sometimes we need to take time 

to digest what Jesus really means when He says something so different.  Give Peter his due once the men 

arrived he gave them hospitality and went with them as soon as was practical.  He recognised that the 

message of Jesus’ love, life, death, resurrection and gift of the Holy Spirit was not to be kept only for the 

Jews but that God treats everyone who worships him and does what is right on the same basis.   

 

Prejudice, bias both from Cornelius and Peter might have thwarted this act of God’s love for make no 

mistake that is what it is.   

 

God loves everyone unconditionally and His mission for His church is that we should too.  Yet, all too 

often we the people of the church are prejudiced, biased sometimes unknowingly sometimes very 

knowingly.  It is so easy in everyday life to pass judgement before considering all the facts.  Just think of 

a driver for a moment – isn’t the slower vehicle in front always a slowcoach while the tailgater behind a 

maniac on the road?  We kind of forget that when we come upon a slowcoach he might well be calling us 

a maniac! 

 

Visiting other people’s houses is such a thorny subject at present with all our restrictions.  It was a clear 

cut NO for both Cornelius and Peter.  Yet with God in the equation, to go or not to go was the question 

they had to wrestle with. For both Cornelius and Peter had biases to overcome in this regard.  A 

respected, Roman captain being told to ask an illiterate fisherman living with a tanner for advice.  That 

might well have seemed infra dig – wouldn’t he deserve a member of the Jewish leadership to come to 

him?  Yet he willingly complied with the angel’s command. 

Peter perhaps had more of a barrier to hurdle.  A military leader from the occupying force?  A type of 

person that the Jews hated.  Peter knew that God’s love was for the Gentiles as well but... but no 

respecting Jew would enter a Gentile’s house for fear of contamination.  They were unclean according to 

the Law of Moses.  The dream with all its implications regarding the Mosaic food laws was horrific, 

appalling.  How could God be in this? And yet Peter was willing to concede that he was, offering 

hospitality in the first instance to the travellers then going with them to Cornelius’ house. 

It seems that with the coming of Jesus into the world, with his final cleansing sacrifice on the cross and 

with the command to take the gospel to ALL ethnic groups in the world now given, the old ceremonial 

laws about foods are lifted and that barrier to the Gentile world is removed. 



“Do not consider anything unclean that God has declared clean,” says God. Or as the Message puts it, 

“If God says it’s ok then it’s ok.” 

 

Each one of us is biased against things and people of the world. Perhaps unknowingly or perhaps very 

knowingly.  If I said the words, climate change, Fairtrade laws, social justice, addicts, homelessness, 

asylum seekers, what would your response be?  Of course all these are good causes, people.  But then 

what about your actions?  Selfishness, greed, looking out for me and my family are all part and parcel of 

our fallen, human condition.  My daily readings have been in the Book of Judges this week and on 

Monday we were looking at the end of Gideon’s life.  In chapter 8 he is asked to be the people’s ruler and 

declares that it is God who is the ruler.  Quite right too – God acting through Gideon but then later on 

Gideon takes gold from the folk he has defeated and makes it into an idol which the people worship.  

Words and actions require to be in sync!  How often have we as Christians been called hypocrites – quite 

rightly?  What damage does that do to our acting as God’s  messengers in our world, in our nation, in our 

work, family and leisure time? 

 

God’s Word found in the Bible must always be read in context.  It is a lamp to guide us and a light to 

our paths (Psalm 119:105).  There are times when he gives rules for particular periods in history and for 

a particular purpose.  Of course that then means we as Christians need to be very wary of any changes.  

Peter was right to question God.  He was right too to recognise when his thinking, his theology needed to 

change.   

He took time to consider what God was saying and then responded.  There are times in our lives when our 

thinking about the Christian faith will be challenged.  Prayerfully we need to consider before changing 

our thinking, ensuring that it is not ourselves making it up but God challenging us.  The church itself has 

a part to play in these considerations 

 

If you read on in Acts 11 you will find that the church leadership challenges Peter’s action calling for an 

explanation.  His answer can be summed up by the fact that he concludes that God was the initiator of 

what happened and God was the finisher of the action too through the gift of the Holy Spirit to Cornelius 

and his family.  

 

This story teaches us that God through His Holy Spirit is already at work in the world. What he asks of us 

as individuals and us as a church is that we find where the action is and join God in it. Let us take time to 

allow God to show us how our biases prevent his work from continuing and let us allow His Holy Spirit 

to change us. We are going to listen to a  

Meditation set to music many of the words and thoughts coming from Many Voices One Voice by 

Eddie Askew page 31 (adapted) 



Lord, it’s so convenient to divide your world into us and them.  Goodies and baddies. The ones you love 

and the ones you don’t.  Clear compartments. Classified.  And as long as I’m on the right side – and I 

always am, Lord because I’m the one who classifies- there’s a nice feeling of satisfaction.  Superiority.   

Widen my blinkered vision, to see your love at work beyond the comfortable scope of my complacency.  

And help me recognise the possibility that just occasionally I may be wrong.  Help me to find the honesty 

at least to whisper my confession, if not to say it out loud.  Let me feel your arms, not just round me in 

privileged security, but open wide in welcome to the world.  Not easy Lord. 

Protect me from the thought that, somehow, your love belongs to me and that I need to be consulted in its 

use.  Help me to recognise it’s yours to share with all, including me.  And Lord on those occasions when I 

do seem right, help me to tread with gentleness. 

Remind me again and again Lord God of the truth that you love the world so much that you gave your 

Son Jesus Christ to die for ALL.  Everyone who puts their trust in him is promised life lived in your 

loving presence eternally.  Jesus says, “If you obey my teaching you are really my disciples you will 

know the truth and the truth will set you free.”   Your love O God is perfect, all encompassing. It is a love 

which casts out every fear. Help me Lord to be embraced by you so that I may follow your way forever. 

 

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION                                                                    Read by Alison Blackadder 

O God our Father we are so assured by your Word that brings us the knowledge of your love for us.  

Thank you that you are a God who, though all mighty and all powerful, all seeing and all knowing, wise 

and holy, still you invite us into your presence to sit at your feet, to share in your love.  We marvel at your 

love for us, a love so great, so powerful, so intense that you allowed your Son Jesus to come to earth, to 

conquer death so that we might be given access to your throne, to sit in your presence.  We marvel at the 

love which you have for every part of your creation, a love which longs to reach out to touch and to heal 

and yet a love which respects the right of the individual to have free choice.  You invite us into you 

presence to bring you the cares and worries that we have and so we lay our broken world in sorrow at 

your feet, haunted by hunger, war and fear oppressed by power and hate..... 

 

Father God in the war torn areas of our world we pray for peace, for comfort, for dialogue between 

warring factions which will allow peace to become permanent. 

In the areas haunted by hunger we pray that you might open the eyes of those who have much, to the 

plight of those who have so little and may you open hearts to be willing to give generously.  Thank you 

for all the Aid Agencies working throughout the world bringing help and hope.  We see so many starving, 

homeless, desperate, displaced people on our screens day by day.  Challenge us to care Lord God. 

 

As the Covid crisis threatens to overwhelm once more, come allay our fears, come bring strength to those 

whose job it is to care.  Come bring wisdom to those whose job is it to make decisions which affect the 



rest of us.  Come and provide the knowledge required by researchers seeking to find a vaccine.  Lord God 

may each person know and experience the security of your loving, protecting, presence. 

 

Lord God we think of the other topics we’ve seen on the news this week.  As we bring them to mind help 

us lay them before you asking that you intervene in ways which will bring glory to yourself.  

 

PAUSE 

 

Remind us O God of the necessity to keep our eyes open to your leading, our ears open to hear you 

speaking to us.  Help us to listen to you with eager anticipation, ready and willing to do what you would 

have us do, to say what you would have us say.   

 

Your church O Lord has withstood many ups and downs throughout the years.  We pray for our local 

churches that you will show us your way forward.  We pray for the decisions that have been taken at the 

General Assembly held in the last couple of days.  May they enhance the opportunities our church has to 

share your love with those we meet. 

Loving Father we pray for ourselves and those we love. Come show us once more your powerful, healing, 

forgiving presence today in order that we might show the world the way back to you in hope, joy, peace 

and love.   In Jesus name we pray Amen  

 

Our second hymn reminds us that our faith is grounded in a sure foundation which is Jesus’ love for all.  

Together with him as our head we his church will have confidence to go out to the world to share his life 

changing message. 

HYMN   Christ is made the sure foundation 

Christ is made the sure foundation, Christ the head and corner stone 

Chosen of the Lord and precious, binding all the church in one 

Holy Zion's help forever and her confidence alone 

 

To this temple where we call thee, come O Lord of hosts today 

With thy wonted loving kindness hear thy servants as they pray 

And thy fullest benediction shed within its walls always 

 

Hear vouchsafe to all thy servants, what they ask of thee to gain 

What they gain from thee for ever with the blessed to retain 

And hereafter in thy glory evermore with thee to reign 

 

BENEDICTION  The love of God be your strength, the power of  Jesus the Saviour be your hope, the 

grace of the Holy Spirit be your peace.  Go, knowing the blessing of the intimate presence of the Holy 

God bringing life changing passion to your souls today and every day, Amen. 


