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WELCOME 

Good morning.  God welcomes us into his presence as we come to worship him this morning.  Hear the 

words from the letter of James, the brother of Jesus who became the leader of the Jewish Church in 

Jerusalem, “Draw near to God and he will draw near to you.” (4:8). What a promise that is.  I think 

there’s something more though in that as we draw near to God we find that he is already near to us.  The 

words of our first hymn remind us that the God of creation is the one who is always there to care for us.  

God who made the earth. 

 

 HYMN     God who made the earth                  Played and sung by David Anne and Fiona Bethune 

God, Who made the earth, the air, the sky, the sea, 

Who gave the light its birth, careth for me. 

 

God, Who made the grass, the flow’r, the fruit, the tree, 

The day and night to pass, careth for me. 

 

God who made the sun the moon the stars is he 

Who when life’s clouds come on careth for me. 

 

God who made all things on earth, in air, in sea, 

Who changing seasons bring careth for me. 

 

God who sent his Son to die on Calvary 

He if I lean on him will care for me. 

 

 PRAYER OF ADORATION AND CONFESSION 

Almighty God, our Heavenly Father, we praise you that though you are beyond our understanding you are 

closer than the breaths we take; that though your holiness rejects our sinfulness and selfishness your love 

reaches out to envelop the sinner.  We praise you that though we cannot reach up to the heights of your 

presence, in Jesus’ life, death and resurrection you have stooped down to hold us and heal us.  Lord your 

glory overwhelms us, your power enables us, your mercy cleanses us and your Spirit fills us.  We praise 

you that only your grace has made it possible for us to be reconciled to you and to each other.   

We praise you for the privilege of walking with Christ and bearing his name; for the joy that he has 

brought into our lives and the sense of purpose we feel; for the meaning and direction he has given to our 

lives; for the peace, courage and faith that he gives, for the laughter and love with which he has touched 

our days and for the love that reaches out and goes on reaching out to fill us, transforming our witness, 

our worship, our praise. 



Yet we know that all too often darkness seems to overwhelm us, obscuring our vision of you.  All too 

often our thinking dwells on what is happening in our lives and in the lives of those we love and fails to 

rise to reach out for you.  All too often we miss your hand stretched out in love and forgiveness. Today 

Lord Jesus we take time to say sorry, to recognise the promise of your forgiveness – help us accept that 

for ourselves today.  We acknowledge our failures are not fatal and in faith we put our trust in you once 

more.  Lead us on in your way so that we might grow in your love in order that we might reach out in 

love to those around us so giving them the opportunity to share in your life changing, life forgiving 

presence.  

We take time too to thank you for all the gifts you have given us and the way in which you encourage us 

to offer to you our time, our talents and our money.  Thank you for the offerings which have been made 

over the past months which allow the mission of your church to continue.   In Jesus’ name we pray saying 

together the words he taught, Our Father who art in Heaven Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done On earth as it is in Heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread Forgive us our debts, as we 

forgive our debtors. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom the 

power and the glory For ever. Amen 

 

READING    Acts 13:1-5, 13-16, 42-49                                                                 Read by Ann Blundell 

 

1
In the church at Antioch there were some prophets and teachers: Barnabas, Simeon (called the 

Black), Lucius (from Cyrene), Manaen (who had been brought up with Governor Herod), and 

Saul. 
2 

While they were serving the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said to them, “Set apart for me 

Barnabas and Saul, to do the work to which I have called them.” 
3 

They fasted and prayed, placed their 

hands on them, and sent them off.  
4 
Having been sent by the Holy Spirit, Barnabas and Saul went to 

Seleucia and sailed from there to the island of Cyprus. 
5 
When they arrived at Salamis, they preached 

the word of God in the synagogues. They had John Mark with them to help in the work. 

 

13 
Paul and his companions sailed from Paphos and came to Perga, a city in Pamphylia, where John 

Mark left them and went back to Jerusalem. 
14 

They went on from Perga and arrived in Antioch in 

Pisidia, and on the Sabbath they went into the synagogue and sat down. 
15 

After the reading from the 

Law of Moses and from the writings of the prophets, the officials of the synagogue sent them a 

message: “Friends, we want you to speak to the people if you have a message of encouragement for 

them.” 
16 

Paul stood up, motioned with his hand, and began to speak. 

 

42 
As Paul and Barnabas were leaving the synagogue, the people invited them to come back the next 

Sabbath and tell them more about these things. 
43 

After the people had left the meeting, Paul and 

Barnabas were followed by many Jews and by many Gentiles who had been converted to Judaism. The 

apostles spoke to them and encouraged them to keep on living in the grace of God. 



44 
The next Sabbath nearly everyone in the town came to hear the word of the Lord. 

45 
When the Jews 

saw the crowds, they were filled with jealousy; they disputed what Paul was saying and insulted 

him. 
46 

But Paul and Barnabas spoke out even more boldly: “It was necessary that the word of God 

should be spoken first to you. But since you reject it and do not consider yourselves worthy of eternal 

life, we will leave you and go to the Gentiles. 
47 

For this is the commandment that the Lord has given 

us: ‘I have made you a light for the Gentiles, so that all the world may be saved.’” 
48 

When the Gentiles 

heard this, they were glad and praised the Lord's message; and those who had been chosen for eternal 

life became believers.  
49 

The word of the Lord spread everywhere in that region. 
50 

But the Jews stirred 

up the leading men of the city and the Gentile women of high social standing who worshiped God. 

They started a persecution against Paul and Barnabas and threw them out of their region. 
51 

The 

apostles shook the dust off their feet in protest against them and went on to Iconium. 
52 

The believers in 

Antioch were full of joy and the Holy Spirit. 

REFLECTION 

 

 

You’ll see from the map where Saul or Paul, as he will now be known, and Barnabas visit on their first 

journey.  There are things which are similar to each journey.  Paul always went to the Jewish meeting 

places first of all when he landed in new places.  Right from the very beginning the Jews were supposed 

to be a light to the Gentiles; sharing the light of God’s love that they had been given.  They were God’s 

specially chosen people chosen for a purpose; to spread the light of God’s love out into their world.  

Isaiah had been very clear about this, (49:6
 
) God says: ‘I will also make you a light for the 

Gentiles,   that my salvation may reach to the ends of the earth.’ 

You will see from reading the missionary journey chapters that there were times when Paul and his 

companions had to shake the dust from their shoes and go elsewhere.  On other occasions the message 

went out to the Jews and the Gentiles together. 



The second thing to note is that the message, the Good News, remained the same but the point of contact 

with folks differed.  Paul would start with history for his Jewish audience telling the story of how Jesus 

fits in to the history of the Israelites, showing how his birth, death and resurrection was foretold in the Old 

Testament. 

For the Gentiles he chose to start with the God who had created all things –the sun, the moon, the stars 

and all the rest. Then he moved on to tell of Jesus’ life, death, resurrection and the way in which God had 

allowed his Son to come to earth to provide forgiveness and a restoration of the friendship with God the 

Father that God longed for.  That is the Good News message for everyone, for all time, to hear and 

respond to or not, for that is the third given – people have the right to choose and often when they choose 

to respond negatively trouble, opposition, results.   

 

The Good News is God loves you.  God sent His Son Jesus to die that your sins are forgiven.  Jesus rising 

from death breaks the power of estrangement that exists between God and people all so that you can 

experience the love that God has for you in a very deep and life enhancing way. 

 

Good news indeed and yet good news doesn't sell.  Think of the newspapers - full of bad news, extra thick 

when there's especially bad news, each little snippet digested and regurgitated often with bells on!  News 

programmes extended ONLY when there is bad news.   

 

And yet people are craving meaning for their life, craving some good out of bad.  

 

 “Please only speak to us if you have a message of encouragement,” the folks of Antioch in Pisidia, 

cried out. 

 

How do you see your faith?  Why do you believe?  What do you believe?  What difference does your 

faith make to your daily living?  For Paul and Barnabas their faith was a living relationship, not just a set 

of beliefs, although that came into it, but a relationship which not only changed their lives but led them to 

tell others about the difference knowing Jesus and experiencing his love in their lives could make to them 

too. 

 

A message of encouragement, a message of comfort that was what was being asked for.  You know we 

live in a very comfortable society even as we struggle with the effects of Covid.  Very few people want 

for the necessities of life although Covid is changing this, on the whole people are richer than before, 

there are far more labour saving devices around.  And yet we live too in a most uncomfortable society - 

people crave meaning for life, people crave love and acceptance in a world where family life is 

fragmented and torn apart by failed relationships. We live in a self centred society which is increasingly 

more and more selfish.   

 



People crave love and acceptance, because that is what we are made for - we are made to be people who 

love, people who receive love and we remain unsatisfied and uncomforted until we find the answer to that 

craving, the answer to the meaning of life, who as Christians we believe is Jesus - the one who unfailingly 

brings us his love, who accepts us as we are, who calls us to share his love with others.  Paul and 

Barnabas knew what it was to be loved by Jesus and to love him in return.  Every day was a new day 

filled with fresh experiences of God, fresh acceptance, fresh forgiveness.   

 

Imagine the delight, the relief of those Jews who believed in Jesus.  Trachled no more by the burden of 

failure, for that is what the Law meant - impossible to keep.  Forgiveness through Jesus’ death makes way 

for a forever, friendship with the Father.  How excited they were by that!  Lives transformed - no wonder 

Paul's hearers wanted to know more.  For the Gentiles, the message was that the One who created the 

universe and them within the universe was intimately interested in a friendship with them.  Someone who 

would be there through thick and thin; to help, encourage, forgive and guide. 

 

Have you a message of encouragement for your family, for your friends, for your work colleagues?  This 

world is desperately seeking meaning for life.  The Covid crisis has raised people’s wondering about 

faith.  We read more folk have been praying, looking on line for answers, watching services like this one 

in an attempt to find meaning for their lives. We as Christians are being looked to, to provide answers.  

What encouragement, what hope, what comfort, can you bring to this world today because you have met 

with the living Lord Jesus and been transformed by his overwhelming love for and acceptance of you? 

 

Barnabas and Saul set off on their first missionary journey because God had told them to go.  Specifically 

he had called them to be evangelists.  That didn't mean that the others back at the ranch in Jerusalem were 

not called to tell the Good News in the midst of their everyday lives but rather God had a specific task for 

them - although it's interesting to note that though their call was very clear yet the details were unspecific.  

Perhaps a bit like Abraham who was called by God to leave home and to follow where God led not 

knowing the final destination.  They knew they had to go and they waited to see which doors opened and 

which stayed closed and respected those.   

 

What comfort then did Paul provide for the Pisidians.  What comfort can we, Borderers provide for our 

neighbours? 

 

I don't know how many of you are Sudoko fans in the last while - your minister loves them!  The number 

puzzle which makes you work out logically the next number to put in until the puzzle is complete.  Paul 

reminds his listeners and ourselves of God's plan for the world worked out over time stage by stage until 

we have the complete answer - Jesus.  God's plan for the world included Jesus being there at the very 

beginning of creation in fact there even before creation.  God's plan included choosing his special people, 

promising them the blessing of his love and acceptance - the benefit of which would only be found in 



their reciprocal love and acceptance of him.  It was never that his love and acceptance would be 

withdrawn if they failed to love him.   

Rather no one can receive something unless they accept it. The next part of the puzzle involved the 

prophets who told of the Messiah who would come to save his people, through to Jesus’ life, death and 

resurrection and a final opportunity for us to find love and acceptance when we offer God our love.   

Our faith is not just a whim, not just a personal fancy, but is grounded in historical fact, in a historical 

person whose life, whose death and whose resurrection all are verifiable and not just by Christian 

historians.  God can be seen to be working in history - I am who I am - God's special name for himself 

translated as I am who I was, I am who I am and I am who I will be.  Jesus, who took the "I am" title, the 

special title of God and made it personal. 

 

Our world today is little different from the world of Paul's day.  Personal gratification at the expense of 

community living, idol worship rather than God worship, the opportunity to live for self alone has always 

been around.  And that has led to a world of war at international, national, local and personal level, a 

world where wrong choices are made with evil consequences, involving innocent victims. For some 

people life could be described as hell on earth. How does the Good News bring encouragement to them? 

 

Let me read you a bit from the Psalm 139.  Where can I go from your presence?  If I go to the heavens 

you are there, if I make my bed in Sheol - the Hebrew word for hell - you are there.   

 

God is with us in every situation we face in life.  That's comforting, that's encouraging, it's strengthening 

but it's not enough.  We need help to get out of our hell. 

Remember Jonah and his three days in the whale's belly?  Jesus himself told his disciples that like Jonah, 

he as the son of man would spend three days in the heart of the earth - the place where Jews thought hell 

was to be found, dead as all die.   

 

Listen though to Peter's exuberant claim and Paul's too - But God raised him from the dead freeing him 

from the agony of death because it was impossible for death to keep its hold on him.  The one who, 

God raised from the dead did not decay. (Acts 2:24) 

 

By God's power Jesus rose and reigns for ever.  Jesus is the one who comforts, is the one who promises to 

lift us out of our hell.  Someone to be there for us, not just to comfort, but to help.  Now there's a message 

of encouragement, of hope, there's the message of the Good News that we can take with confidence out 

into our world today.    As risen Lord, Jesus comes to offer all his love, his acceptance, his forgiveness - 

may our lives be continually changed by his presence with us and in us so that the world may see that He 

is indeed the answer to the meaning of life.  Amen 

 

 



PRAYER OF INTERCESSION                                                                                     Barbara Usher 

Thank you Father, for the beauty and variety of the seasons.  God of change, as we see the world around 

us seemingly fade, may we be reminded that everything has its season. As the first Jewish Christians 

learnt to let go of what had nourished them so far, the customs and rules which had given a framework 

and a way of being God’s people, in order to fully embrace God’s life-giving gift of Jesus, and Luke and 

the Greeks did likewise, let us learn as we watch the autumn leaves to do the same.   

As the harvest is brought in and the leaves fall, teach us to let go Lord. May we see that some things, 

though they once brought life, may have come to the end of their time. May we know the life and energy 

of letting go, of living in detachment  

Gracious Provider, you give us many good things and cause to celebrate. Help us not to simply store these 

things up, but show us ways  in which like the first apostles, we can distribute these good things from the 

barn of our hearts out into the world in which we live, sharing them through the lives we lead.  

God of harvest, ruler of detachment, we pray for those places within our world which are in need in some 

way, whether through human action or natural means.  Inspire in us true values, so that the wealth and 

work of each land may be available to all and for the exploitation of none. In our lands, as work patterns 

change in response to a global emergency, may employers, employees and shareholders work together 

like fingers on a hand stretched out for the common good. We grieve at the polluted seas, poisoned 

atmosphere, misuse and greed, at arrogant exploitation and indifference to consequences.  

Have mercy on us Lord. Heal our lives; heal our world. 

God of harvest, ruler of detachment, we pray for those places within our local community which are in 

need in some way, whether through actions of local people or broader governmental decisions.  Most  

especially, we pray for those who have none to encourage them; bring the seeds of confidence in them to 

flower. We pray for those who are trapped by their circumstances; bring the seeds of freedom in them to 

flower. We pray for those who find it difficult to learn; bring the seeds of understanding in them to 

flower. We pray for those at the bottom of the social pile; bring the seeds of empowerment in them to 

flower. We pray for those who lack food or friendship; bring the seeds of abundant life in them to flower. 

We pray for those who are weak or nearing the end of their earthly journey; bring the seeds of praise in 

them to flow.  

Lord have mercy. 

God of harvest, ruler of detachment, we pray for those places within your church which are in need in 

some way, especially we pray for guidance for Margaret our minister, and those in positions of local and 

national leadership, as we seek to fully embrace new ways of being Church in a global pandemic. Also, 

that we may be guided into seeing, and sharing in your purpose for the shape of the Church in the twenty 

first century, as you would have us see, and share in it.  

Lord have mercy.  



Into your hands, O God, we place our families, our neighbours, our brothers and sisters in Christ, and all 

whom we have met today. Enfold them in your will. 

Divine Love, saturate us with your agape love, so that the new life we have in Christ will be all that we 

are from the core of our being and the heart of who we are, out into every word that we speak and action 

that we do.  Amen 

 

Our second hymn is a new version of old words.  It reminds us that the Good News we have to share with 

our world is that Jesus is the only one who promises to be there for us in the heights and in the depths of 

the lives that we live here on earth.  My hope is built on nothing less... 

 

HYMN   My hope is built (Cornerstone) 

My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus' blood and righteousness 

I dare not trust the sweetest frame but wholly trust in Jesus' name                       x 2 

Christ alone; cornerstone weak made strong; in the Saviour's love 

Through the storm, He is Lord, Lord of all 

 

When Darkness seems to hide His face, I rest on His unchanging grace 

In every high and stormy gale my anchor holds within the veil  

Christ alone; cornerstone weak made strong; in the Saviour's love 

Through the storm, He is Lord, Lord of all 

 

When He shall come with trumpet sound, oh, may I then in Him be found; 

Dressed in His righteousness alone, faultless stand before the throne.  

Christ alone; cornerstone weak made strong; in the Saviour's love 

Through the storm, He is Lord, Lord of all 

Myrin Morgan and Liljero © 2011 Hillsong Music Publishing Used by permission CCLI 600239,634212, 27185 

 

BENEDICTION 

God the Maker of all, surround you with His love 

Christ, the Saviour of all, keep you in his love. 

God the Holy Spirit, the Sanctifier fill you with His love. 

The love of the Holy Three be within you and about you. 

Go knowing the blessing of the intimate Presence of the Holy Three in your life today and everyday 

Amen. 


