
SUNDAY 25TH OCTOBER 2020 

WELCOME 

Good Morning and welcome to our service. The candle I am using for my morning 

prayers has the following verse from Psalm 46 written on it, “Be still and know that I 

am Lord,” and that verse brings me comfort every time I light the candle, for what 

greater assurance do we need during these difficult times, when as Christians we 

know and feel God’s presence with us every minute of the day. God is all around us in 

the very countryside we live in, in the trees, the crops, the plants, the animals and 

indeed the insects. Take comfort in his presence and the hope he is offering you and 

the world. God is love and only asks that we love him and our neighbours in return 

Love can overcome whatever we face, that is God’s love. 

HYMN  

DEAR LORD AND FATHER OF MANKIND 

Dear Lord and Father of mankind  

Forgive our foolish ways 

Reclothe us in our rightful mind  

In purer lives thy service find  

In deeper reverence praise, in deeper reverence praise 

 

In simple trust like theirs who heard  

Beside the Syrian sea 

The gracious calling of the Lord  

Let us like them without a word  

Rise up and follow thee, rise up and follow thee 

 

O Sabbath rest by Galilee  

O calm of hills above 

Where Jesus knelt to share with thee  

The silence of eternity  



Interpreted by love, interpreted by love 

 

With that deep hush subduing all 

Our words and works that drown 

The tender whisper of thy call 

As noiseless let thy blessing fall 

As fell thy manna down 

 

Drop thy still dews of quietness  

Till all our strivings cease 

Take from our souls the strain and stress 

And let our ordered lives confess 

The beauty of thy peace 

 

Breathe through the heats of our desire 

Thy coolness and thy balm 

Let sense be dumb, let flesh retire 

Speak through the earthquake, wind and fire 

O still small voice of calm! 

PRAYER OF ADORATION AND CONFESSION 

Worthy of praise from every mouth, of confession from every tongue, of worship from 

every creature. Is your glorious name, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, one God for ever. 

You created the world in your grace and by your compassion your redeemed it, 

Heaven and earth are full of your praises: glory be to you, O God most high.  

Angels and archangels and all the hosts of heaven worship you. We are not worthy to 

praise you; but, for your mercy’s sake, accept the praises of all your servants, in this 

church and throughout the world; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Gracious Father, your might is beyond measure, your wisdom beyond knowledge, 

your love beyond all telling. You have put eternity into our hearts and made us 



hunger and thirst for you. Satisfy the longings you have implanted that we may find 

you in life, and find life in you, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

God is love and we are his children. There is no room for fear in love. We love because 

he loved us first.  

Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith 

 

Merciful God, you made us in your image, with a mind to know you, a heart to love 

you, and a will to serve you. But our knowledge is imperfect, our love inconstant, our 

obedience incomplete. Day by day, we fail to grow in your likeness; yet you are slow 

to be angry with your children. For the sake of Jesus Christ, your Son, our Saviour, do 

not hold our sins against us but in your tender love forgive. 

The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon and remission of all your sins, time 

for the amendment of life, and the grace and comfort of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen 

 

We pray as our saviour taught us with the sure knowledge that our brothers and 

sisters throughout the world pray with us this day. 

Our Father who art in Heaven Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done On earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread Forgive us our debts, 

as we forgive our debtors. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

Thine is the kingdom the power and the glory for ever. 

Amen 

READING Acts 16:1-15                       Read by Donella McCann 

Timothy Joins Paul and Silas 

Paul went on also to Derbe and to Lystra, where there was a disciple named Timothy, 
the son of a Jewish woman who was a believer; but his father was a Greek. He was 
well spoken of by the believers in Lystra and Iconium. Paul wanted Timothy to 
accompany him; and he took him and had him circumcised because of the Jews who 
were in those places, for they all knew that his father was a Greek. As they went from 
town to town, they delivered to them for observance the decisions that had been 
reached by the apostles and elders who were in Jerusalem. So the churches were 
strengthened in the faith and increased in numbers daily. 



Paul’s Vision of the Man of Macedonia 

They went through the region of Phrygia and Galatia, having been forbidden by the 
Holy Spirit to speak the word in Asia. When they had come opposite Mysia, they 
attempted to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus did not allow them; so, passing 
by Mysia, they went down to Troas. During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a 
man of Macedonia pleading with him and saying, ‘Come over to Macedonia and help 
us.’ When he had seen the vision, we immediately tried to cross over to Macedonia, 
being convinced that God had called us to proclaim the good news to them. 

The Conversion of Lydia 

We set sail from Troas and took a straight course to Samothrace, the following day to 
Neapolis, and from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of 
Macedonia and a Roman colony. We remained in this city for some days. On the 
sabbath day we went outside the gate by the river, where we supposed there was a 
place of prayer; and we sat down and spoke to the women who had gathered 
there. A certain woman named Lydia, a worshipper of God, was listening to us; she 
was from the city of Thyatira and a dealer in purple cloth. The Lord opened her heart 
to listen eagerly to what was said by Paul. When she and her household were 
baptized, she urged us, saying, ‘If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come 
and stay at my home.’ And she prevailed upon us 

REFLECTION 

 

Paul’s Second Missionary Journey 

On Monday we marked the Festival of St Luke, Doctor, Chronicler and Historian and 

today we will look at his account of the spread of Christianity to what we now know 

as Europe, of course in those days there was no line of demarcation between ‘Asia’ 

and ‘Europe’ and missionaries travelling across the Aegean Sea were only conscious 

of travelling from one province to another. 

As John Stott said “Thank God for The Acts of the Apostles! The New Testament 

would be greatly impoverished without it. We are given four accounts of Jesus, but 

only one of the early church. So, the Acts occupies an indispensable place in the 

Bible.” 

 

The most notable feature of Paul’s second missionary expedition is that during it the 

good seed of the Gospel was now for the first time planted in what we now recognise 

as European soil. What Paul and his companions were conscious of doing was to 

establish new churches in three Roman provinces during the second missionary 



journey, which they had not penetrated in the first. In the first they had concentrated 

on Cyprus and Galatia; in the second they reached Macedonia and Achaia, the 

provinces of northern and southern Greece respectively, and they just touched the 

province of Asia by visiting Ephesus, promising to return during their next journey. 

Moreover, in each case the missionaries included the capital city in their itinerary – 

Thessalonica being Macedonia’s capital, Corinth being Achaia’s, and Ephesus being 

Asia’s. But this was no Cook’s tour of Europe for Paul and his companions, this was 

transformational and ground-breaking stuff! For Paul and his companions set out on 

this journey following what had been a watershed for the early church – The Council 

of Jerusalem. 

 

We need to understand the background to The Council of Jerusalem if we are able to 

appreciate how significant Paul’s second mission was to the growth of the early 

Christian Church. The Council took place around AD50 some 15 years after the death 

of Jesus. It is unique among the ancient pre-ecumenical councils in that is considered 

by Catholics and Orthodox Christians to be a prototype and forerunner of the later 

ecumenical councils and a key part of Christian ethics. 

 

The problem was this, the influx of the gentiles into the church produced a problem 

which had to be solved. The mental background of the Jew was founded on the fact 

that he belonged to the chosen people. In effect he not only believed that the Jews 

the peculiar possession of God but also that God was the peculiar possession of the 

Jews. The problem was this. Before a Gentile became a member of the Christian 

Church was it necessary that he should become circumcised and take upon himself 

the Law of Moses? In other words – must the Gentile, before he became a Christian, 

first become a Jew? Or could a Gentile be received into the Church as such? 

 

Even were that question settled there arose another problem. The strict Jew could 

have no dealings with a Gentile. He could not have him as his guest nor be his guest. 

He would not as far as possible do business with him. So then, even if Gentiles were 

allowed into the Church how far could Jews and Gentiles associate in the ordinary 

social life of the Church? For several years now Gentiles had been brought to faith in 

Christ and welcomed into the Church by baptism. It began with that God -fearing 

centurion in Caesarea, Cornelius. Not only – in quite extraordinary circumstances did 

he come to hear the good news, believe, receive the Spirit and be baptised, but the 

Jerusalem leaders, once the full facts were presented to them, instead of raising 

objections, ‘praised God.’ (11:18) Next came the remarkable movement in Syrian 

Antioch when unnamed missionaries ‘began to speak to Greeks also’ (11:20), a great 



number believed.  The Jerusalem church heard about this too and sent Barnabas to 

investigate, who ‘saw the evidence of the grace of God’ and rejoiced (11:23). The 

third development was the first missionary journey, when we are told. ‘thereafter, 

whenever they went Jews and Gentiles believed (14:1) and on their return to Syrian 

Antioch , the missionaries were able to report that ‘God…had opened the door of 

faith to the Gentiles (14:27) This presented a problem for the Early Church leaders, 

how would they react to an even more audacious policy of Paul? The Gentile mission 

was gaining momentum. The trickle of Gentile conversions was fast becoming a 

torrent! Was their vision big enough to see the gospel of Christ not as a reform 

movement within Judaism  but as good news for the whole world, and the church of 

Christ not as a Jewish sect but as the international family of God? These were the 

revolutionary questions which some were daring to ask. 

  

The tranquillity of the Christian fellowship in Syrian Antioch was shattered by the 

arrival of a group Paul later dubs ‘trouble makers’. ‘Some men came down from 

Judea to Antioch’. They claimed that James had sent them, and they were trying to 

set one Apostle James, against another Paul. They were teaching the brothers in 

Antioch, ‘Unless you are circumcised, according to the custom taught by Moses, you 

cannot be saved’. We need to be clear what they were saying. And what the point at 

issue was. There were saying, in Luke’s tell-tale summary, that without circumcision 

converts could not be saved. They were in effect telling Gentile converts that faith in 

Jesus was not enough, not sufficient for salvation; they must add to faith 

circumcision, and to circumcision observance of the law. In other words, they must let 

Moses complete what Jesus had begun, and let the law supplement the gospel. The 

issue was immense. The way of salvation was at stake. The gospel was in dispute. The 

very foundations of Christian faith were being undermined. 

 

The apostle Paul saw this with great clarity and was outraged. His indignation 

increased when the Judaizers won over a notable convert in Peter. Peter had always 

sat down quite happily with the Gentiles, but he now separated himself from them. 

The stage was now set it was showtime and the saga was now set to be resolved at 

The Council of Jerusalem. 

 

The debate in the council was hard and at times acrimonious and we may well believe 

as William Barclay says, ‘the matter of the reception of the Gentiles hung in the 

balance; then James spoke’. James’s intervention was the turning point of the 

Council. He was the leader of the Jerusalem church. He was the brother of Jesus. He 

was a pillar of the Church. His knees were said to be as hard as a camel’s because he 



knelt in prayer so often and so long. He was so good a man that he was called James 

the Just. Crucially he was a rigorous observer of the Law and before he spoke no one 

knew his thoughts. If such a man should come down on the side of the Gentiles then 

all was well; and he did, declaring that the Gentiles should be let into the Church 

without let or hindrance. He did not refer to the testimony of Paul and Barnabas. 

Instead he went straight to the prophetic word and said that the words of the 

prophets are in agreement with this. To substantiate his claim, James quoted Amos 

9:11-12. “After this I will return and rebuild David’s fallen tent. Its ruins I will rebuild, 

and I will restore it, that the remnant of men may seek the Lord , and all the Gentiles 

who bear my name, says the Lord who does these things that have been known fpr 

ages”. 

 

As it stands, this quotation from Amos is a powerful statement of two related truths. 

God promises first to restore David’s fallen tent and rebuild its ruins (which Christian 

eyes see as a prophecy  of the resurrection and exaltation of Christ, the seed of David, 

and the establishment of his people) so that, secondly , a Gentile remnant will seek 

the Lord. In other words, through the Davidic Christ Gentiles will be included in his 

new community. James’s intervention was crucial, and the Council declared that 

Gentile converts could be admitted without circumcision. The way ahead was clear 

Christianity was not a sect of Judaism but would become a world-wide religion and 

church. 

 

Paul’s second journey gets off to a bad start as he and Barnabas fall out, essentially 

over a difference in emphasis and staffing. Barnabas wanted to cover much of the 

ground from their first journey and in addition to Silas wanted Paul to take John also 

called Mark with them. However, Paul’s previous experience of Mark having dropped 

out of a previous mission convinced him that Mark did not have the staying power for 

the journey they set out on, and so Silas and he set off on their own, leaving Barnabas 

and Mark to travel to Cyprus.  

 

Paul and Silas travel on to Derbe and Lystra where they meet Timothy. If Barnabas is 

no longer a suitable colleague for Paul, then Timothy is. Clearly, he meets the job 

description’s minimum requirements: He is a disciple who is “well-spoken of by the 

believers”. But the description of his background suggests that Paul is more 

interested in the fact that he is the child of a mixed marriage, his mother is Jewish, 

but his father is Greek. Timothy is the right person for the work ahead because his 

ethnic mix envisages the very mixture of Paul’s mission. Timothy is the right person 

because he personifies and presumably has a grasp of the tensions of being Greek 



and being Jewish that will characterise the Pauline church. When choosing the right 

people to staff our ministries, congregations must consider issues of character and 

skill. However, we should also search outside the “professional boxes” of religious 

culture to find those gifted leaders with instincts and personal histories that seem 

well suited for the tasks in hand. 

 

We next see God’s hand, through the Holy Spirit taking charge of Paul’s journey, for 

they are told to pass through Asia. They had come a long way, in fact from the South-

East to the North-West extremities of Asia Minor, and by a strangely circuitous route. 

They must have been totally confused – what did God intend for them, for so far, 

their guidance had been almost totally negative. But God was at work for we next 

learn, ‘During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of Macedonia pleading 

with him and saying, ‘Come over to Macedonia and help us.’ The following morning 

Paul reveals his vision to Silas and Timothy, and they conclude that God is calling 

them to preach the gospel in Macedonia.  

A.T. Pierson in his The Acts of the Holy Spirit draws attention to what he called ‘the 

double guidance of the apostle and his companions’, namely, ‘on one hand 

prohibition and restraint, on the other permission and constraint. They are forbidden 

in one direction, invited in another; one way the Spirit says do not go and the other he 

calls come. The important thing is that they listened to God through the Holy Spirit 

and obey. Pierson goes on to give some more recent examples of ‘double guidance’, 

Livingstone tried to go to China, but God sent him to Africa instead, before him Carey 

planned to go to the South Seas, but God  guided him to India. The message for us as 

individuals and as a church is that we need to trust him for guidance and rejoice 

equally in his restraints and constraints. 

 

And so, the Holy Spirit takes the mission to the Macedonians, to Philippi and the 

conversion of Lydia the seller of purple. Lydia’s conversion to me has great 

significance, she is a wonderful example of a theological conviction: God’s saving 

grace transcends and dismantles various social barriers that cultivate strife between 

people. Mutuality is the watchword of a community of Christ. No one is excluded 

through race, sexuality, creed or difference, we are all children of God, he makes no 

exceptions, if we are willing to accept Christ into our lives, God will welcome us with 

open arms. Upon closer reflection the case of Lydia is especially invigorating as an 

example of the church’s counterculture. If we think about the prevailing culture at 

that time, women definitely take a back seat, it is very much a patriarchal society, 

however, that is true when looking at the world outside the home, but within the 

home it is a matriarchal society. That is particularly true of Jewish society both then 



and now. I can think of my many Jewish friends who were successful business or 

professional people but in their homes their wives ruled supreme. Lydia is not typical; 

she is a successful businesswoman in her own right with a decent income whose 

hospitality demonstrates her fine character. In all these ways Lydia is an ideal 

convert. Luke’s depiction of the easy relationship between a male religious leader and 

a female outsider symbolises a counterculture that remains impressive even for our 

modern liberal democracies. Indeed, it is her home that becomes the spiritual centre 

for the entire city, the story’s presumption is that she becomes its leader. Yet Luke’s 

principal point is not sociological but theological: Lydia is saved because “the Lord 

opened her heart to listen eagerly” (16:14b). For all her evident social 

accomplishments, she had a spiritual need satisfied by hearing God’s word. 

 

In chapters 15 & 16 of Acts Luke records two dramatic passages of the history of the 

Early Church, the Council of Jerusalem which transformed the church from a potential 

minor Jewish sect to a world wide church and Lydia’s conversion in Philippi, the first 

European woman to be brought to Christ. A woman brought to Christ through the 

preaching of God’s word. We give thanks for both these events today; they literally 

changed the world. 

Amen 

 

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION                                        Read by Elizabeth Davidson 

Let us Pray 

Dear Heavenly Father, 

We thank you Lord that you have brought us together this day to worship you. We 

thank you Lord for leading us to worship and give thanks to those who make this 

possible especially to David who is taking our service and to Andy who guides and 

assists so ably. 

 

We ask you Lord to be with each one of us at this difficult time, we thank you for your 

great generosity to us, be with our families and our friends, especially where there is 

conflict and unhappiness, Lord give us the strength and the words to pour oil on 

troubled water in these situations. Be with all known to us who are ill at this time and 

suffering in any way because of this awful virus.  Lord in these moments of silence we 

bring those known to us personally who have family problems and are ill before you 

…………………………. 



Lord, we pray for all involved in the tragic death of Samuel Paty the teacher in France 

who was teaching his pupils about freedom of expression, Lord we ask you to lay your 

hand on his family and be with all those affected by his death and we pray Lord for 

people of all faiths to respect others right to worship and we all have freedom of 

expression. Let theses extremists’ eyes be opened and given the wisdom to realise 

extremism is an abuse of religion and brings diversity. 

Lord, we pray that we have our ears open and listen as Paul did for your words to 

enable us to do your will in our daily lives and our words and deeds may bring others 

to you.  We listened today to your word about Lydia’s conversion, that she came to 

you by what she saw and heard and we pray conversions such as Lydia’s will continue 

to happen across our world. 

We bring before you Lord all in power and those seeking power, we ask Lord you give 

them wisdom to make decisions which are in the best interest of humanity and our 

environment. 

We pray Lord for our minister, Margaret, we thank you for all she does in your name, 

be with her and her family as she has her holiday, keep them safe and give her your 

peace. 

We pray for our Queen, our national and local government that they work together 

for the greater good of all.  We pray at this time for those who are working to heal 

and care for our sick and vulnerable, give them your strength to do this essential and 

valuable work. We ask you to support all essential workers who keep us safe, care 

and bless them all. 

Lord, we thank you for our beautiful earth, and the goodness it provides for each one 

of us, give us the eyes and ears to always hear and see the beauty. We ask Lord you 

make each one of us aware of our responsibility and our actions to look after it in 

every way. 

Be with us in the week ahead, lead us always to where we are needed to do your will 

and work for you Lord.  We pray for the peace which only comes from you Lord, to 

enable us to be at peace with ourselves, to be at peace with each other and especially 

to be at peace with you. 

All our prayers we bring before you in Jesus name. 

Amen. 

 

  



HYMN   

WILL YOU COME AND FOLLOW ME  

Will You Come And Follow Me 

If I But Call Your Name? 

Will You Go Where You Don’t Know 

And Never Be The Same? 

Will You Let My Love Be Shown, 

Will You Let My Name Be Known, 

Will You Let My Life Be Grown 

In You And You In Me? 

Will You Leave Yourself Behind 

If I But Call Your Name? 

Will You Care For Cruel And Kind 

And Never Be The Same? 

Will You Risk The Hostile Stare 

Should Your Life Attract Or Scare? 

Will You Let Me Answer Prayer 

In You And You In Me? 

Will You Let The Blinded See 

If I But Call Your Name? 

Will You Set The Prisoners Free 

And Never Be The Same? 

Will You Kiss The Leper Clean, 

And Do Such As This Unseen, 

And Admit To What I Mean 

In You And You In Me? 

Will You Love The ‘You’ You Hide 

If I But Call Your Name? 

Will You Quell The Fear Inside 

And Never Be The Same? 

Will You Use The Faith You’ve Found 

To Reshape The World Around, 



Through My Sight And Touch And Sound 

In You And You In Me? 

Lord, Your Summons Echoes True 

When You But Call My Name. 

Let Me Turn And Follow You 

And Never Be The Same. 

In Your Company I’ll Go 

Where Your Love And Footsteps Show. 

Thus I’ll Move And Live And Grow 

In You And You In Me. 

BENEDICTION 

Mat the peace of the Lord Christ go with you, 

wherever He may send you. 

May He guide you through the wilderness,  

protect you through the storm. 

May He bring you home rejoicing 

 at the wonders he has shown you. 

May He bring you home rejoicing  

once again into our doors. 

 

In the name of the Father,  

and of the son,  

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen 

 


