
Order of Service 1st Nov 2020 Led by Elissa Jones 
 
Paul - A man with a mission-  A man on a mission! 
 
Welcome 
 
Prayer – poem of confession followed by The Lord’s prayer –  
Prepare the way by Kate McIlhagga  
 
Let us each prepare ourselves to meet with God – Let us pray 
 
Universal giver of bread and breath, 
where our hearts are cold, 
where our spirits are lifeless, 
you call us to repentance. 
Breathe your life- giving spirit into us, 
feed us with the bread of life 
and renew us for your service. 
 
Christ, saviour of humankind, 
where the life of the world is burdened by our sin, 
where your people are broken-hearted, 
you call us to repentance. 
Help us to prepare the way for you, 
build highways for you 
and clear the rubble from our own doorstep. 
 
Holy Spirit, giver of life, 
where we grope after false ideals, 
where we chase illusory goals, 
you call us to repentance. 
In shame, deep shame , 
We turn to you 
Confessing our sin. 
 
 
Forgiving God, forgive us. 
Saving God, save us 
Living God, give us new life. Amen 
 
We now continue in prayer saying the prayer Jesus taught his disciples  
  
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name. 
Thy Kingdom come.  
Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  
Lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
the power, and the glory, for ever.      Amen.  



 
Hymn 112  
God, whose almighty word 
chaos and darkness heard, 
and took their flight; 
hear us, we humbly pray, and, where the gospel day 
sheds not its glorious ray, 
let there be light. 
 
 Saviour, who came to bring, 
on your redeeming wing,  
healing and sight 
health to the sick in mind, 
sight to the inly blind, 
now to all humankind 
let there be light. 
 
Spirit of truth and love, 
life-giving, holy dove, 
speed forth your flight; 
move o’er the waters’ face, 
bearing the lamp of grace,  
and in earth’s darkest place 
let there be light. 
 
Blessed and holy Three, 
glorious Trinity, 
Wisdom, Love, Might, 
boundless as ocean’s tide 
rolling in fullest pride, 
through the world far and wide 
let there be light. 
 
Setting the scene 

 
 
Today we are thinking about Paul’s third missionary journey. 
The journey lasted about 4 years and started from Antioch in Syria.  
Total miles travelled 2515 – 1190 by sea and 1325 on land. 



Most of Paul’s first and second journeys had been by sea. By travelling on land Paul was able to encounter 
more people as he travelled along.  
One of the first towns he visited was Tarsus – his birthplace. You may remember that he was known as Saul 
of Tarsus before his conversion on the road to Damascus. From Tarsus he travelled overland  through Turkey 
to Ephesus where he stayed for many months 
After leaving Ephesus he arrived in Greece where he visited the towns around the Adriatic Sea eventually 
ending up in Athens and then Corinth. 
 
Reading Acts Ch 20 vv 17 – 32  -read by Harry Dooley 
17 From Miletus Paul sent a message to Ephesus, asking the elders of the church to meet him.  
18 When they arrived, he said to them, "You know how I spent the whole time I was with you, from the first 
day I arrived in the province of Asia.  
19 With all humility and many tears I did my work as the Lord's servant during the hard times that came to 
me because of the plots of some Jews.  
20 You know that I did not hold back anything that would be of help to you as I preached and taught in public 
and in your homes.  
21 To Jews and Gentiles alike I gave solemn warning that they should turn from their sins to God and believe 
in our Lord Jesus.  
22 And now, in obedience to the Holy Spirit I am going to Jerusalem, not knowing what will happen to me 
there.  
23 I only know that in every city the Holy Spirit has warned me that prison and troubles wait for me.  
24 But I reckon my own life to be worth nothing to me; I only want to complete my mission and finish the 
work that the Lord Jesus gave me to do, which is to declare the Good News about the grace of God.  
25 "I have gone about among all of you, preaching the Kingdom of God. And now I know that none of you 
will ever see me again.  
26 So I solemnly declare to you this very day: if any of you should be lost, I am not responsible.  
27 For I have not held back from announcing to you the whole purpose of God.  
28 So keep watch over yourselves and over all the flock which the Holy Spirit has placed in your care. Be 
shepherds of the church of God, which he made his own through the blood of his Son.  
29 I know that after I leave, fierce wolves will come among you, and they will not spare the flock.  
30 The time will come when some men from your own group will tell lies to lead the believers away after 
them.  
31 Watch, then, and remember that with many tears, day and night, I taught every one of you for three 
years.  
32 "And now I commend you to the care of God and to the message of his grace, which is able to build you 
up and give you the blessings God has for all his people.  
 
Reflection 
 
Saul of Tarsus– was brought up as a Jew and became misguided into persecuting Christians as he saw them as a 
threat to all he believed. But God captured his heart and gave him a mission. From then on ,Saul of Tarsus  was 
known as Paul, and he dedicated himself to that mission. It is due to his response, courage and complete faith in 
God and the strength he received from the Holy Spirit  that the Good News of Jesus travelled into the rest of the 
world.  
We read over and over again in the letters that Paul wrote that this was his mission. 
‘As an apostle of Christ Jesus by God’s will, I am sent to proclaim the promised life which we have in union with 
Christ Jesus.’ 
 
From looking at the map earlier we can see that Paul on his third missionary journey travelled back to the 
groups of new Christians who had been converted on his previous journeys.  
He was constantly hearing news of these early churches  from other travellers who he sent out.  



Wherever he was he prayed for them at all times and wrote letters to them too. He always stayed connected he 
was concerned that their Faith was getting stronger. Now he was coming to visit! I wonder how the churches 
felt at the news that Paul was on his way back to see them. Excitement, eagerness, anticipation and perhaps a 
little apprehension. Are we doing alright? What will Paul  see and have to say?  
Whenever Paul arrived in a town or city he first went to the synagogue. It was where he hoped to find people 
who had been taught all the Old Testament messages that the Messiah was coming.  
The Jews would be the people who were open to the news that the Messiah had come. God’s son Jesus had 
lived and that he had died for their sins and  their salvation. The Old testament prophesies had come true.  
He should have been pushing against an open door! 
Unfortunately he did not get the reception he hoped or expected. 
He was met with hostility and persecution.  
It was for this reason he left the synagogue and many Jews behind and went to teach and preach to the 
Gentiles. 
 
As Paul travelled to the young churches he encouraged them in their work. 
He did, however, find that not all the work being done to convert more people to Christianity was complete. 
He found some believers who had not been taught the complete story. Their belief was based on the teachings 
of John the Baptist. They had not heard of Jesus teaching and that he had died for their sins, they did not know 
that they needed to receive God’s Holy Spirit in order to carry out their own mission. 
A modern day equivalent of those who hear the Christmas story but never take it any further. 
He discovered others who were using his and Jesus name to perform magic to further their own ends. 
People were putting their own interpretation on God’s message. Their own spin to use modern language. 
By going back Paul was able to correct these misunderstandings as he strengthened and encouraged the new 
believers. 
As he travelled he continued to pray for each group , wrote to each group and performed miracles even 
bringing one follower back to life when he died falling out of a window! 
Paul exposed himself to hardship and danger but he stayed focussed and unwavering in his mission. He kept his 
eyes on the prize> 
Paul never travelled alone – it was a team organisation. He had friends who he could send ahead of him, some 
who travelled with him like Luke who wrote about all of his journeys. He also left mature believers behind to be 
mentors and leaders of the churches as they grew.  
Other followers provided the travellers with lodgings, they prayed with him, cried with him and tried their best 
to protect him. 
The book of Acts tell us of the early Christians, the beginnings of the Christianity which has now spread right 
around the world.  The following books of the New Testament give us Pauls letters  written whilst travelling and 
whilst he was in prison. Constantly praying, constantly correcting, teaching and most of all always encouraging 
and building up the faith of those who had been converted. 
In the passage that harry read for us we heard what Paul said to the church leaders when he left them for the 
last time. 
 
He commissioned them to watch over themselves and the flock that had been entrusted to them – to be 
shepherds who would protect the new Christians from false teaching and  to be instrumental in building up and 
encouraging each other. 
The early church was learning how to worship and serve God through the power of the Holy spirit and following 
the example of Jesus. It was new, it was different and they needed guidance. 
We find ourselves in challenging times too. Our normal has been ripped away. Our church doors have been 
shut, we cannot meet in our small groups, many of us are worshipping alone. When we meet we are masked, at 
a distance, we cannot worship with song and we are unsure what is required of us next. 
  
We are learning to adapt to a new normal – so much of our comfort has been stripped away. We are 
worshipping online, at different times, listening on the phone, reading the words together or even wearing our 
pyjamas, having breakfast or a coffee as we listen! –  it is all acceptable to God if it comes from our hearts. 



God is in it all. God is with us all. It presents new and different challenges to us and for us.  
We like the early church are discovering how to worship and serve God. 
The Acts of Christians are not finished. Christians have been ‘acting’ for Millenia! We have our own stories of 
faith to add.    
 
Paul went through torture and imprisonment to bring the Good News to the whole world. He was a man of his 
time who spoke and taught people wherever he found them and he followed it up with encouragement and 
support. 
 
Now in our time we are challenged to take risks, to do things differently whilst keeping our focus on the mission 
we have been set. 
Paul was never outside God’s reach - We are never outside God’s reach. 
Wherever we are on our journey we need to be like Paul – Open to God’s mission for us individually and 
collectively. 
Nothing can keep us from staying connected, praying for each other and encouraging each other as we grow 
and learn together and step forward into this changing world. 
 
Amen 
 
Prayers of Intercession by Myra Ward 
 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
Thank you for the intimacy of prayer as we gather in your very presence and for the power of the Holy Spirit 
that is released by our prayers into situations beyond us but not beyond You.  
We are inspired by Jesus who stayed connected to You through prayer in the midst of good times and the 
most awful of circumstances. We know that through Jesus’s violent death came the wonder of resurrection. 
We plead for resurrection transformation in your creation and your people. 
 
Lord in your Mercy … hear our prayer 
 
Today again we are challenged by Paul’s life of self-sacrifice, listening to Your voice through prayer, exposed 
to danger but focused fully on serving the early church and us! Increase our faith and commitment to pray for 
the work that we each are called to do by You, however little it may feel to us.  Thank you for all the ways 
open to us to remain connected to our neighbours, family and friends…  a simple smile, a word on the street, 
a note through the door, a phone call, or through the wonder of Zoom or What’s App.   Help us to use these 
gifts to build your kingdom  of love on earth. In conversations may we be sensitive to Your leading and kindly 
in all our actions and words. 
( Let’s take a moment to  pray for a neighbour, family member or friend) 
 
Lord in you mercy … hear our prayer 
 
We give thanks for the work of the Holy Spirit in the lives of many in our communities who selflessly serve the 
common good ; bless all who are your hands and feet to those in need, hungry, dejected, fearful, lonely or ill, 
the stranger or the stigmatised; bless those who bring fun and laughter a word of encouragement or a 
listening ear; those who serve in many  community groups to improve the quality of our lives. 
 Call us to connect with those You know to be in need of friendship, Your loving touch and Jesus as their 
Saviour.   
( Let’s take a moment to give thanks for someone who serves and ask God’s blessing for someone in need) 
 
Lord on your mercy ….. hear our prayer 
 



Looking further afield we connect with our leaders, politicians and power brokers through the media. We are 
grateful for freedom of speech and a free press but aware of the push towards, blame, gossip and 
sensationalism.  Help all who are responsible for speaking truth to power and reporting honestly.  We pray 
against those who propagate “fake news” and against the potential damaging power of social media.  Protect 
our young people exposed online to words which hurt and demean. 
 ( Let’s take a moment to pray for protection for a young person known to us ) 
 
Lord in your mercy … hear our prayer 
 
As we cast our eyes around our beautiful planet, we are daily confronted by many evils. As we are exposed to 
many appalling images and much depressing news about our ecological health and humanitarian disasters. 
keep us from compassion fatigue.  We lay these painful and intractable matters before You creator God and 
trust in Your love and Your desire for justice, peace and a fair share for all. Please bring celebration and 
resurrection joy out of the pain of death and destruction in your world.  Keep us faithful in prayer, generous 
with what you have given us and committed to making a difference by our life choices. 
We ask your blessing on Christian Aid, safety for its workers and sufficient resources, as it responds to the 
impact of  coronavirus outbreaks in impoverished countries..  
 
We are called to take up our cross and follow, by you Jesus. How hard that is at times and how unworthy we 
feel. Thank you Father, Son and Holy Spirit that you have called us into a world-wide family and here into our 
local Selkirk, Ashkirk and Valleys church families.  Thank you for our companions on the way.  May we be open 
and kind to one another as we travel together, sharing the joys as well as the trials of the journey. 
 ( Let’s take a moment to pray for anyone we know to be on a difficult path just now) 
 
Lord in your Mercy…hear our prayer 
 
We ask all these prayers in the name of Jesus, Amen 
 
Hymn 553 Just as I am 
Just as I am without one plea, 
but that Thy blood was shed for me 
and that Thou bidst me come to Thee,  
O Lamb of God I come, I come. 
 
Just as I am and waiting not 
to rid my soul of one dark blot 
to Thee, whose blood can cleanse each spot, 
O Lamb of God I come, I come. 
 
Just as I am Thou wilt receive, 
wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve 
because I promise, I believe, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come.  
 
 
Blessing 
Heavenly father we ask that you guide and direct us as we travel through our lives. 
Show us how  we can encourage and support one another  where we live and further afield. 
Give us courage when life is difficult, make us bold when we meet opposition. 
We dedicate our lives, our skills, our time and our gifts to Your service 
Amen  


