
Sunday 8
th

 November 2020.  Remembrance Sunday Worship 

 
Welcome      
 

Good morning and welcome to our Service for Remembrance Sunday.  We are not able to meet in person 

yet God offers each of us his presence as we come to remember the sacrifice of so many people over the 

years; the sacrifice that allows us to live our lives today in peace. The Psalmist reminds us that God offers 

to protect and defend us as we put our trust in him. Psalm 28:7       

 We think of that as we sing O God our help in ages past                                                                                                        

HYMN  O God our help  
 

O God our help in ages past, our hope for years to come 

Our shelter from the stormy blast and our eternal home 

 

Under the shadow of thy throne, thy saints have dwelt secure 

Sufficient is thine arm alone and our defence is sure 

 

Before the hills in order stood or earth received her frame 

From everlasting thou art God to endless years the same 

 

A thousand ages in thy sight are like an evening gone 

Short as the watch that ends the night before the rising sun 

 

Time like an ever-rolling stream bears all its sons away 

They fly forgotten as a dream dies at the opening day 

 

O God our help in ages past our hope for years to come 

Be thou our guard while troubles last and our eternal home. 

 

 Prayer          

                                                                                                                

Let us pray 

O Lord our God you are the One true God, the One who reaches out to your people everywhere inviting 

them to come and rest awhile with you.  You are the One Creator of all and we worship you the One who 

does not leave your creation to struggle on its own but provides it and us within it your help and guidance. 

Forgive us Lord when we so often ignore you, forget you deliberately, turn our backs on you or simply 

fail to notice you. 

We praise you that you sent Jesus to be our friend and Saviour, to help us turn back to you once more so 

that we might know your forgiveness for the things we have done which are wrong.  Your love seeks us 

out. You come today into our lives through your Holy Spirit when we open them to you.  Help us to 



respond to you today. In Jesus name we pray saying together the words he taught Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.  

 

Readings   Psalm 121                                                                              Scouts: Crena Bell 

 

Our Old Testament reading is Psalm 121 from The Message translation 

I look up to the mountains; does my strength come from mountains?  No, my strength comes 

from GOD, who made heaven, and earth, and mountains. 
 
He won’t let you stumble, your Guardian 

God won’t fall asleep. Not on your life! Israel’s Guardian will never doze or sleep. 

 
GOD’s your Guardian, right at your side to protect you — shielding you from sunstroke, sheltering you 

from moon-stroke. 
 
GOD guards you from every evil, he guards your very life.  He guards you when you 

leave and when you return, he guards you now, he guards you always. Amen 

 

 James 4:1-7                                                                                Guides: Scarlet, Lily and Jamie 

 

Our New Testament reading is taken from the Book of James chapter 4 verses 1-7 

Get Serious.  Where do you think all these appalling wars and quarrels come from? Do you think they 

just happen? Think again. They come about because you want your own way, and fight for it deep 

inside yourselves. You lust for what you don’t have and are willing to kill to get it. You want what isn’t 

yours and will risk violence to get your hands on it. 

You wouldn’t think of just asking God for it, would you? And why not? Because you know you’d be 

asking for what you have no right to. You’re spoiled children, each wanting your own way. 

 
You’re cheating on God. If all you want is your own way, flirting with the world every chance you get, 

you end up enemies of God and his way. And do you suppose God doesn’t care? The proverb has it that 

“he’s a fiercely jealous lover.” And what he gives in love is far better than anything else you’ll find. 

It’s common knowledge that “God goes against the wilful proud; God gives grace to the willing 

humble.”
  
So let God work his will in you. Amen 

 

Act of Remembrance                                                                               Graham Easton: British Legion 

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old: age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. 

At the going down of the sun and in the morning we will remember them. 

 Last Post                                                                                                                                    Colin Kemp 

 Silence                   

 Reveille                                                                                                                                      Colin Kemp 

 

 Prayer                                                                                                                                      Fan Heafield                                                                                                                                                                   

Lord of all as we remember today the slaughter and sacrifice of war, the horror and heroism, fear and 

despair, pain and heartbreak, help us to appreciate more fully the price paid and the debt we owe to so 



many. Reminded of the awfulness of conflict teach us truly to appreciate the freedom we enjoy and in a 

world still broken may we strive always for peace working towards healing and harmony in all we do. 

Amen. 

 Reflection     

Those of you of a certain age will know the group you’ve just seen.  The New Seekers whose plea it was 

that they’d like to teach the world to sing in perfect harmony!  Surely that would be a plea that we could 

all align ourselves with. 

 

Think though for a moment what is needed for a song to be sung in harmony.  There needs to be script 

that each of the singers uses.  There needs to be one person who co-ordinates the singing – the conductor 

and there needs to be a willingness on the part of the singers to obey the instructions given.  I wonder if 

you’ve seen the many different virtual choirs in action over the last few months – pretty amazing I’d say 

all needing to obey the instructions of one person. 

 

Christians believe that God is the one who has written the script of life, is the one who is willing to 

conduct folk in order that all might live in harmony.  Our readings told of the God who promises to be 

with us in all our journeys here on earth, helping us to make good decisions about how we live our lives 

in a way which brings harmony to ourselves and others.  They remind us of how we are so often folk who 

are selfish putting our needs and wants before the needs and wants of the world.  Because of this we live 

in a world of fractured relationships – our friendship with God and with others broken and we are never 

good enough all the time to mend these ourselves.  God though offers us his help through Jesus coming to 

earth, living, dying and rising again.  He is willing to forgive the things we do that are wrong which 

allows us back into God’s loving presence forever where we will find that he is there to help us live in 

harmony, in peace with those around us. He is the conductor par excellence.  What he needs is people 

willing to follow him, but for us to do that we need to know what is the peace he offers? 

Let me use the letters of peace.  Peace is brought about by the 

Presence of God day by day and hour by hour helping us through the highs and lows, the storms that life 

flings at us.  His presence is offered to 

Everyone.  It’s an offer to be accepted or rejected. It’s an offer that is  

Accessed easily.  “Call to me and I will answer you,” says God.  That verse is found in Jeremiah chapter 

33 verse 3 – Jeremiah 333 is sometimes known as God’s phone number!  When we accept this offer 

though we will find ourselves 

Challenged to follow the script that God has laid out for us.  Love one another as I have loved you.  

“Love your friends, yes” says Jesus but “love your enemies too.”  That is something that we find so hard 

to do.  It is only with God’s help we can make it a reality.  You know the conductor sometimes has to get 

the singers to keep practising, to challenge one where they are not hitting the right note or their timing is 



off.  What joy is found when harmony is restored with everyone singing from the same script and under 

the one conductor. 

Every day we face challenges.  Every day we face the choice of living for self or living for others.  Today 

we remember with gratitude those who selflessly gave their lives that we might have freedom.  Let us 

take the opportunity to accept the help that God offers us in order that we might live our lives in ways 

which bring peace and harmony to those in our families, our friends and our world.  Provost Keith Miller 

has Oscar Romero’s definition of peace 

                                                                                                               

 Peace is...   Archbishop Oscar Romero                                                                 Provost Keith Miller 

Peace is not the product of terror or fear.  Peace is not the silence of cemeteries.  Peace in not the silent 

result of violent repression.  Peace is the generous, tranquil contribution of all to the good of all. 

Pease is dynamism, Peace is generosity, It is right and it is duty. 

 

 Prayer of Intercession                                                                                                          Nora Hunter 

    

There is a response that you are invited to make.  When you hear the words Lord of Eternity hear our 

prayer would you respond, May your peace rule over all. 

 

Loving God we respond to your invitation to bring our prayers for our world.  When we are filled with 

dismay at the state of this world; when hatred and discord have the upper hand; when nations and people 

are in conflict and turmoil we ask that your peace will overrun this earth 

Lord of Eternity hear our prayer, May your peace rule over all. 

When we are disturbed by problems in the community; when friends urge us to take sides; when apathy 

allows wrong to prevail; we ask that your peace will reside among us 

Lord of Eternity hear our prayer, May your peace rule over all. 

When we are tempted to live only for this world; when distractions divert us from your way; when 

selfishness blinds us to the needs of others; we ask that your peace will overrule in our lives 

Lord of Eternity hear our prayer, May your peace rule over all. 

When we are inclined to promote our own opinions; when dissent threatens our fellowship; when 

discouragement tempts us to give up; we ask that your peace will govern our words and actions 

Lord of Eternity hear our prayer, May your peace rule over all. 

When we are concerned for those we know and love; when friends and loved ones are unwell or anxious; 

when sadness and grief preoccupy our thoughts; we ask that your peace will comfort and sustain us 

Lord of Eternity hear our prayer, May your peace rule over all.  Amen 

 

 



The Psalmist reminds us that God’s love is for everyone for all time.  He is good, his love is eternal and 

his faithfulness lasts forever.  We remind ourselves of how we can know the faithful love of God in our 

lives as we sing Great is thy faithfulness 

 

 

 HYMN Great is thy faithfulness    
 

Great is Thy Faithfulness O God my Father, there is no shadow of turning with Thee 

Thou changest not Thy compassions they fail not, as Thou has been Thou for ever wilt be 

Great is Thy faithfulness, Great is Thy faithfulness, morning by morning new mercies I see 

All I have needed Thy hand has provided, Great is Thy faithfulness Lord unto me 

 

Summer and winter and spring-time and harvest, sun, moon and stars in their courses above 

Join with all nature in manifold witness to Thy great faithfulness mercy and love    

Great is Thy faithfulness Great is Thy faithfulness, morning by morning new mercies I see 

All I have needed Thy hand has provided, Great is Thy faithfulness Lord unto me 

 

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide 

Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow blessings all mine with ten thousand beside 

Great is Thy faithfulness Great is Thy faithfulness, morning by morning new mercies I see 

All I have needed Thy hand has provided, Great is Thy faithfulness Lord unto me 

      
Benediction                                                                                                            

 

May God the Father who loves you, hold you in his love 

May God the Son, who died and lives for you be present with you along the way’ 

May God the Holy Spirit lead you in peace now and always.  Go, knowing the blessing of the presence of 

Almighty God at work in your life and through your life today and every day. Amen 


