
Sunday 15
th

 November 2020 Acts 21:17-26:32 

WELCOME 

Good morning and welcome to our service.  The prophet Isaiah says this, “A day is coming when the 

people will sing, “Give thanks to the Lord! Call to him for help.  Tell all the nations what he has done.  

Tell them how great he is!  Sing to the Lord because of the great things he has done.  Let the whole 

world hear the news”” (12:4-5) In Paul’s letter to the Philippians we read that one day in honour of the 

name of Jesus all beings in heaven and on earth and in the world below will fall on their knees and all 

will openly proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Father.(2:10 -11). 

We God’s people here in the 21
st
 century have the privilege of praising him knowing that as we do our 

voices are joined to those around the world and in heaven.  And so we sing with cheerful voice. 

 

 HYMN All people that on earth do dwell 

All people that on earth do dwell 

Sing to the Lord with cheerful voice 

Him serve with mirth His praise forth tell 

Come ye before Him and rejoice 

 

Know that the Lord is God indeed 

Without our aid He did us make 

We are His folk He doth us feed 

And for His sheep He doth us take 

 

O enter then His gates with praise 

Approach with joy His courts unto 

Praise laud and bless His name always 

For it is seemly so to do 

 

For why the Lord our God is good 

His mercy is forever sure 

His truth at all times firmly stood 

And shall from age to age endure. 

 

PRAYER OF ADORATION AND CONFESSION 

God of all time and space, You were with Your people of old. You are with us now. You have promised 

to be with us until the end of time. We give You thanks, that in Your presence we are not alone. Your 

love has held us from seed to personhood. Your grace has infiltrated our lives, never letting us go Your 

hope leads us on, encouraging us to find You in ever new and ever surprising ways.  



God of creation: Father God, God of salvation: Son of God, God of continuing daily presence: Spirit of 

God we worship you. 

We confess that sometimes we lose faith and trust. We look at our lives and our world and don’t like what 

we see. We are impatient, ungrateful and angry. There doesn’t always seem to be a clear plan and when 

there is it doesn’t always align itself with our plans. Our ideas can come unstuck and we question if there 

is any purpose to anything. In this time of worship, remind us of Your promise never to leave us nor 

forsake us. Help us to trust Your promise that You will be with us. Teach us again about the way in which 

in our weakness you become our strength.. 

Loving Lord, We give what we have. We bring who we are, our talents, our money and our time. Please 

use our lives and our living to build Your people and in building us please use us to build a better world 

where truth justice freedom and love are seen in full measure so that your kingdom may come here on 

earth.  In Jesus name we pray saying together the words he taught  Our Father who art in Heaven 

Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done On earth as it is in Heaven.  Give us this 

day our daily bread Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. Lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom the power and the glory For ever. Amen 

 

READING     Acts 24:10-23                                                                               Read by Chris Carroll 

When the governor motioned for him to speak, Paul replied: ‘I know that for a number of years you 

have been a judge over this nation; so I gladly make my defence. 
11 

You can easily verify that no more 

than twelve days ago I went up to Jerusalem to worship. 
12 

My accusers did not find me arguing with 

anyone at the temple, or stirring up a crowd in the synagogues or anywhere else in the city. 
13 

And they 

cannot prove to you the charges they are now making against me. 
14 

However, I admit that I worship 

the God of our ancestors as a follower of the Way, which they call a sect. I believe everything that is in 

accordance with the Law and that is written in the Prophets, 
15 

and I have the same hope in God as 

these men themselves have, that there will be a resurrection of both the righteous and the wicked. 
16 

So 

I strive always to keep my conscience clear before God and man. 

17 
‘After an absence of several years, I came to Jerusalem to bring my people gifts for the poor and to 

present offerings. 
18 

I was ceremonially clean when they found me in the temple courts doing this. 

There was no crowd with me, nor was I involved in any disturbance. 
19 

But there are some Jews from 

the province of Asia, who ought to be here before you and bring charges if they have anything against 

me. 
20 

Or these who are here should state what crime they found in me when I stood before the 

Sanhedrin – 
21 

unless it was this one thing I shouted as I stood in their presence: “It is concerning the 

resurrection of the dead that I am on trial before you today.”’ 

22 
Then Felix, who was well acquainted with the Way, adjourned the proceedings. ‘When Lysias the 

commander comes,’ he said, ‘I will decide your case.’ 
23 

He ordered the centurion to keep Paul under 

guard but to give him some freedom and permit his friends to take care of his needs. 

 



REFLECTION 

What do you do when things are not going your way?  Do you throw a tantrum, go in the sulks, decide to 

fight tooth and nail for your way resorting to dirty tricks, lies in order to get it?  Or do you quietly, 

steadfastly, truthfully continue to carry on with your life? 

We have a situation folks. And it is up to the courts to decide – even the highest court in the land might 

well be invoked.  It is the nation that is at stake.  It is religion that is at stake.  An opponent has been 

taking away your people, your way of living, your right to govern so what do you do about it? 

On the other side of course is someone who respects the law – he always has done and always will.  But 

he sees things differently now and is happy to share the different way with anyone who will listen. He has 

a passion for the truth for he believes that the truth will set you free.  God’s truth that is.  And so he goes 

on quietly determined to face his accusers, determined to show the nation a new way of living in harmony 

– yes that harmony that I spoke of last week. 

 

I wonder who you think I’m talking about? 

 

Well it’s the Jews against Paul of course!  We are skipping over 5
1/2 

chapters this week but it would be 

good if you could read them for yourselves at home. 

It all starts very pleasantly with Paul in Jerusalem where the believers welcomed him warmly though they 

had questions about what they had heard – was he telling Jews abroad to abandon the Law of Moses?  

They proposed an action which would help others to see that was not the case and Paul happily complied.   

But in the background there were those who wanted to stir things up.  Mob rule ruled for a while till the 

Romans took control allowing Paul to speak to the crowd. 

Quietly, truthfully Paul defended himself as he then did on other occasions throughout these chapters.  

His message always was; I was born and brought up a Jew.  I studied under Gamaliel – a very respected 

Jewish teacher.  I pursued Christians putting many in prison and having some killed.  BUT things 

changed when Jesus met with me on the road to Damascus.  Over the coming weeks and months I came 

to see that Jesus is the Messiah, the One that we Jews have been waiting for, for hundreds of years.  He is 

the fulfilment of the many prophecies that are embedded into our religion and culture.  He has come to 

bring in God’s kingdom; a kingdom of peace, justice, love, integrity and truthfulness.  Christianity is not 

against the Jewish religion it is the culmination of God’s plan over the millennia.  And part of God’s plan 

over the millennia is that we Jews would show the Gentiles that God’s way is the best way and that God 

is for them as well as us. 

 

That was the huge sticking point and one which increasingly aroused the crowd and the Jewish leaders 

against Paul.  I suppose it’s kind of like a football manager changing teams and when his old and new 

team come together then the sparks may fly and accusations of betrayal might surface. 



And so began a journey for Paul – from the Jewish Council of chapter 23 to the Governor Felix of chapter 

24.  It’s intriguing how themes resonate with others in the Bible.  Felix seems to have liked speaking with 

Paul in a way similar to Herod seeking John the Baptist out.  In neither case though did the discussion 

change their minds.  Then a new governor came on the scene.  All the while Paul’s opponents kept 

seeking ways to persecute and indeed kill him. Chapter 23 tells the story of a plot against Paul, a plot that 

was overheard by a wee boy – Paul’s nephew who immediately told Paul and the authorities. 

 

Do you ever wonder at the coincidences that happen in your life? Here’s one now for Paul.  Is it 

coincidence or is it in God’s providence that Paul’s nephew is in the right place, at the right time to hear 

about the plot on Paul’s life.  Archbishop William Temple said this, “When I pray coincidences happen.  

When I stop praying coincidences stop happening, a thought also echoed by George Macleod one time 

leader of the Iona Community. 

The Psalmist says, “No good thing will the Lord withhold from those who live an upright life.” Psalm 

84:11.   Tom Wright the theologian and preacher comments on this – That doesn’t mean that bad things 

don’t happen to good people or that good people always get what they want.  Just look at other Psalms to 

see the truth in this.  But it can be claimed as a principle: if there is danger - let it be averted, if malice - 

let it be thwarted, if temptation - give me the strength to resist, if I really need something - let it be 

provided and always not my will but yours be done.  And always Your kingdom come.  Funny says Tom 

how the Lord’s Prayer creeps up on you as it were from behind. It’s just what we needed.   

 

Can you think back on your life to times of coincidence? Did you ever think they might have been God 

ordained?  What about now – is there something happening at present that might allow you to believe that 

God is in your corner and that He will provide for you?  Perhaps the challenge to us all is to keep our 

eyes, minds and hearts open to the possibility that when coincidences happen then God might be behind 

them.  That would allow us to respond to God directly.  It also might allow us a deeper relationship with 

the God who longs that we depend on him, longs that we acknowledge him in ever new ways, longs that 

we trust him even when things seem desperate.   

 

For Paul things must have seemed desperate. 

Again and again the Jewish leaders pushed trumped up charges about Paul’s behaviour, charges that had 

no substance and they couldn’t substantiate.  Chapter 24:13 Paul tells Felix that the Jews cannot give you 

proof of the accusations they now bring against me and chapter 25:7 says, “When Paul arrived (in the 

court of judgement in Caesarea) the Jews who had come from Jerusalem stood round him and started 

making many serious charges against him which they were not able to prove. 

Time and again quietly Paul refutes their accusations. 



Then there’s the new kids on the block in the guise of King Agrippa and his sister Bernice – there’s lots 

of gossip about her if you want to go looking. Was she really his sister and if she was did she act like a 

sister? 

Like Pilate before him Festus declares to Agrippa that he could find nothing in Paul’s behaviour which 

demanded the death sentence which is what the Jews were baying for.  Of course Paul has now made 

appeal to Caesar – the highest court in the land and so to Rome he must go.  But before he goes Agrippa 

hears him again, thinks that Paul is inviting him to agree with him – “Will you make me a Christian in 

this short time,” Agrippa asks?  Paul’s answer to that is, “Whether a short time or a long time my prayer 

to God is that you and all the rest of you who are listening might become what I am – he might have 

added – a loved child of God.   

 

That is what Paul longs for all his listeners to know and experience. The deeply moving, life changing 

love that having God involved in your life brings.  There is no guarantee of an easy life – Paul recounts in 

his letter to the 2
nd

 Corinthians 11:25 I’ve been in prisons more times, whipped more times, in three 

shipwrecks, been stoned without shelter and clothing but he never wavers from believing that God’s way 

is the only way and the only way is the one which brings peace in the storm, light in the darkness, God’s 

strength in his weakness. 

 

Where are you in your walk with God?  Are things going your way – if so rejoice and bring God your 

thanks?  Does it seem as if everything is falling down around you, that you are wandering aimlessly, 

helplessly through a desert time?  Does it seem as if nothing is going right for you?  Take a leaf out of 

Paul’s book and keep on keeping on running the race that is set before you, keeping your eyes fixed on 

Jesus on whom your faith depends from beginning to end. 

Quietly, truthfully, patiently wait for the Lord who will hold you fast. 

He is the One who will hold you fast. Let us take time to listen to this song by the Getty’s allowing God 

to speak into the depths of your being, bringing you what you need to live life God’s way today. 

 

MEDITATION  He will hold me fast Kristyn and Keith Getty 

When I fear my faith will fail, Christ will hold me fast; 

When the tempter would prevail, He will hold me fast. 

I could never keep my hold through life's fearful path; 

For my love is often cold; He must hold me fast. 

He will hold me fast, He will hold me fast; 

For my Saviour loves me so, He will hold me fast. 

Those He saves are His delight, Christ will hold me fast; 

Precious in his holy sight, He will hold me fast. 



He'll not let my soul be lost; His promises shall last; 

Bought by Him at such a cost, He will hold me fast. 

He will hold me fast, He will hold me fast; 

For my Saviour loves me so, He will hold me fast. 

For my life He bled and died, Christ will hold me fast; 

Justice has been satisfied; He will hold me fast. 

Raised with Him to endless life, He will hold me fast 

'Till our faith is turned to sight, When He comes at last! 

He will hold me fast, He will hold me fast; 

For my Saviour loves me so, He will hold me fast. 

Songwriters: Ada Habershon / Matt Merker  (CCLI  600239,634212, 27185) 

 

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION                                                                         Read by Marjory Dooley 

There is a response – when you hear the words Lord Jesus bring your truth to bear you are invited to 

say Lord hear our prayer. 

Let us pray. “I am the way the truth and the life,” that is what Jesus tells us.   

Lord Jesus bring your truth to bear.  Lord hear our prayer 

We pray for your and our world, filled with so many peoples’ ideas of truth  – “Everyone to their own,” 

the saying of this time.  How our world needs one voice to follow. 

Lord Jesus bring your truth to bear.  Lord hear our prayer 

We rejoice in the news of a vaccine which sounds promising.  Continue to help those who are researching 

it, bring them the knowledge they need in order for it to progress. 

Lord Jesus bring your truth to bear.  Lord hear our prayer 

Encourage all who work in the NHS as the workload increases.  Encourage too all who care for folk at 

home or in homes.  Bring all the strength they need.  Bring them your wisdom in order that they might 

prioritise correctly the care that needs to be given. 

Lord Jesus bring your truth to bear.  Lord hear our prayer 

We pray for our Governments nationally and internationally.  The Brexit process continues to dominate 

our news.   

Lord Jesus bring your truth to bear.  Lord hear our prayer 

We pray for our sisters and brothers in America where there is so much division and as we pray for them 

we pray for all countries where people are set against people, where your way of love seems forgotten or 

deliberately ignored. 

Lord Jesus bring your truth to bear.  Lord hear our prayer 

Father God you are the one who promises to be with us in all our troubles. We lay our families, our 

friends, the concerns that burn into our hearts and minds before you now.  We name them before you 

inviting you through your Holy Spirit to bring them the comfort, the forgiveness, the healing they need.   



Lord Jesus bring your truth to bear.  Lord hear our prayer 

In your name we pray – Amen 

 

The service on the 29
th

 November will be the first in Advent.  We’d invite you to have a candle ready to 

light.  The online service will feature a short act of Communion.  If you’d like to join in then please 

remember to bring some bread and a drink of wine or juice. 

Our next hymn reminds us that because of Jesus death and resurrection we have the promise of his close 

presence with us at all times.  Let us reflect on this as we sing 

 

HYMN   The Saviour died but rose again 

The Saviour died, but rose again 

Triumphant from the grave; 

And pleads our cause at God's right hand, 

Omnipotent to save. 

 

Who then can e'er divide us more 

From Jesus and His love, 

Or break the sacred chain that binds 

The earth to heaven above? 

 

Let troubles rise, and terrors frown. 

And days of darkness fall; 

Through Him all dangers we'll defy, 

And more than conquer all. 

 

Nor death nor life, nor earth nor hell, 

Nor time's destroying sway, 

Can e'er efface us from his heart, 

Or make His love decay. 

 

Each future period that will bless, 

As it has blessed the past; 

He loved us from the first of time, 

He'll love us to the last. 

 

BENEDICTION 

The love of the Father be all around you, the love of the Saviour be above and beneath you 

The love of the Holy Spirit be within you. 

Go knowing the peace of the Presence of the Holy Three in your life today and always Amen 


