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Minister:
Rev. Margaret Steele, Tel: 01750 23308

Charity no: Selkirk SC 014883 Ashkirk SC 010768

The Hird
Church News for Selkirk and Ashkirk

December 2020

Christmas is not cancelled!

Sunday 6th Dec. 2nd Sunday in Advent
11.30 am Coffee and Catch up by Zoom
12 noon Ashkirk Communion, live
Sunday 13th Dec. 3rd Sunday in Advent
Sat. 19th Dec. Merry Meander in the Haining
5 pm - 9 pm booking required

Sunday 20th Dec. 4th Sunday in Advent
11.30 am Coffee and Catch up by Zoom
Thursday 24th Dec. Christingle Service, online

Selkirk’s Living Nativity: The Movie
See selkirkparish.church for these events

Friday 25th Dec. Online service
11.30 am Coffee and Catch up by Zoom
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Church Giving 2021
This has been a difficult year for using Weekly Freewill Offering envelopes, but I
want to thank all those who have continued to use them, (handing their envelopes
in to me or the church), or have found alternative methods for giving their offerings,
(cheques, through the bank). If you wish to have filled envelopes collected, please
contact me on the phone number below.

It is now time to organise next year’s WFO envelopes, in the hope that we will be
able to resume ‘normal service’ at some point during next year, so it will be very
helpful to know of any additions/changes. For both new and old members, this
provides a good opportunity to reflect on our personal level of giving and the
method we use.

If you do not already use envelopes but wish to do so, or, alternatively, if you no
longer wish to use them, please let me or the church office know by mid December.
Similarly, please contact me if you wish to set up a bankers’ order for details of the
church account. If you are a tax payer and have not yet signed a Gift Aid Form,
please consider doing so, to enable the church to reclaim tax on your offerings at
no extra cost to you. Forms are available from the Office, or Gillian Grant (Gift Aid
Convener).

5p Miles - continuing!

This is another casualty of 2020! However, we are
still collecting 5ps, and have raised £85 to date this
year. Please continue to save your 5ps and hand
them in to me or the office whenever you are able.

Lynda McCraw, Treasurer (tel 21971)

Planet Prayer
Heavenly Father,
As the year turns and the old order makes way for the
new, we place the future of the Earth in Your hands. We
ask that You bring wisdom to those with the power to
make decisions that affect us all.

May every nation come to understand that we are
custodians of one world and we do not and cannot live in
isolation from each other.

We pray for knowledge and creativity for scientists, engineers and governments, so
that solutions can be found to aid the recovery of our fragile climate to the benefit
of all. We particularly pray that those attending the COP26 (UN Climate Change
Conference) in Glasgow next November will come with minds open and a
passionate desire to find harmony and solutions that can be undertaken swiftly.
Amen
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1 Loanside
Selkirk
TD7 4DJ

December 2020
Dear Friends,

The Word became flesh and blood and moved into the neighbourhood. We
saw the glory with our own eyes, the one-of-a-kind glory, like Father, like Son,
generous inside and out, true from start to finish. John 1:14 The Message

Lockdown – the Collins dictionary word of the year. I wonder why!

This year has been like no other year. For some, lockdown has proved very hard
to bear; for others it has provided time to slow down and enjoy doing things there
had been no time for before. However you are feeling about our situation, know
there is one person who became “locked down” for a period of time in order to free
us to live forever in company with our Father God, knowing His love, His strength
in times of need and His peace in times of trouble.

At this Christmas season, we remember Jesus coming to make his home in our
world in order that we might rediscover God’s presence in our lives. The cuddly
baby gave way to a carpenter guy, who then went on to call folk to follow His way
of love, justice and right living.

Do you remember the rescue of the Chilean miners in 2010 when they were “locked
down” underground because of the rock fall, unable to save themselves from
certain death and needing the help of someone coming down from Camp Hope in
the capsule Phoenix? Jesus willingly came down from heaven, became “locked
down” in our world and on the cross, in order that as we trust him, he would conquer
death, bringing us back into God’s closer presence where there is freedom to live,
love and be loved forever.

Church life has changed over the year. We’ve been unable to meet together for
much of the time which is hard and difficult, yet we’ve reached more people through
our online/phone services.

We’ve been working together with our sisters and brothers in Ettrick and Yarrow,
finding that together we are able to be a stronger presence in our area, sharing the
Good News in ways that would not be possible without each other. Over the
coming year, we will seek to find other ways which will strengthen our worship and
our witness. You’ll read more about this in later pages.

My prayer is that you will find anew the overwhelming love that God has for you,
that you will experience His love deep within you bringing you security, strength
and solace for the year ahead. Continued on page 4
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Continued from page 3
As the hymn writer says,

I do not know what lies ahead, the way I cannot see;
yet One stands near to be my guide, He’ll show the way to me:
I know who holds the future, and He’ll guide me with His hand;
with God things don’t just happen, everything by Him is planned.
So as I face tomorrow, with its problems large and small,
I’ll trust the God of miracles, give to Him my all.

May this be true for you and your family throughout the coming year. Thank you
for all your support, friendship and prayers during this past year. They are
invaluable and I appreciate them and you greatly.

With every blessing, Margaret

Ashkirk News
It is really good to be able to communicate with everyone again via the Hird. Life
has been difficult during 2020, especially so for those who have lost loved ones this
year and for those who live further away from family and friends. There is hope on
the horizon even if it means we have to continue following rules and restrictions in
the months ahead.

Ashkirk Church opened for prayer once a week in September and then for Sunday
services in October after rigorous Covid 19 assessments. Services, however, are
very different. Singing is not allowed, people are two metres apart, there is a one
way system and the congregation must wear masks. Not everyone is ready to
return to church yet, especially those who may be more vulnerable or
have underlying health conditions. We fully understand this and this is one of the
reasons why the on-line services will continue.

Even during lockdown the Kirk Session has continued to meet - by zoom, as did the
cluster committee which has worked hard to determine how the congregations of
Ashkirk, Ettrick and Yarrow, and Selkirk will work together as a linkage. We know
that we will not have a minister every week, but we will have a service each week.
Since October Margaret has delivered services at Ashkirk every second week and
people from the congregation have delivered Margaret's services the other weeks.
You will read more about the linking of the churches in this Hird.

Ashkirk Village Hall locked down in March but hopefully will open again early in
2021 even if only for the library to begin with.
All that remains for me now is to wish you all a happy Christmas and pray that 2021
will be a healthier, safe and happy year.
God Bless.
Marjory Dooley, Session Clerk
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Session Clerk

Colin Macintosh has stepped down as
Session Clerk. We want to say a
huge big thank you to him for all the
hard work he has undertaken in this
role and in the church in general.
Sometimes the work was up front but
often it was done behind the scenes
with diligence, humility and loving
care. We wish him well for the future,
asking that God would bless him.

At its meeting in November, the Kirk
Session decided to appoint David
Bethune and Fiona Corbett as joint
Session Clerks. We thank them for
their willingness to take on this role.
Please pray for them that they would
know God’s presence with them
guiding them each step of the way.

We thank Marion Macintosh for all her
contribution to the life of the eldership
as she steps down while remaining
the contact person for her district. Our
prayer is that Marion will continue to
know the blessing of God’s presence
with her day by day.

Margaret Steele

Exciting news for Fresh
Start...
We have secured new (watertight!)
premises and will move in soon. The
premises are in one of the units
behind Lochcarron and a full address
and access details will follow in the
New Year. At present we are not
asking volunteers to collect any items
and hope that if you do have anything,
you can save it for a month or two until
we are settled in!

Our church contact is Glynis Wilkie
(01750 22494)

Selkirk Church Friends
Like so many groups and
organisations, we did not complete
the 2019/2020 session because of
Covid-19. The last meeting was on 3rd

March when we had a speaker from
the Food Train. This was very
interesting and it is ironic that some of
our ladies came to rely on the Food
Train when we were in lockdown. It
has been a very difficult time but it has
been good to be able to chat to our
families, church family and our friends
on the telephone. Some of us have
even tried Skype or WhatsApp to talk
with friends and family. As we
approach the Christmas season I
hope you all have a time of peace and
joy and many blessings.
Jennifer Barrie

Best Wishes
Eagle eyed readers
of the Life and Work
will have noticed that
Rev. Jim Campbell retired from
Ceres, Kemback and Springfield at
the end of the summer. Jim was
minister here from 1995 - 2010. We
wish him a happy and healthy
retirement!
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Borders Street Pastors
After a seven month pause in patrols due to Covid19,
we are once again out on the streets, albeit in a very
different environment. Our last night-time Patrol was in
early March, but we started daytime patrols in
Galashiels in October.
There is usually a weekday Patrol to coincide with
school lunch breaks and also a Saturday afternoon Patrol. As they are in daytime,
the patrols consist of two members instead of the normal three, and the Patrol
normally lasts for just two hours. There have been some great conversations on the
streets, but it is very much like starting all over again, with folks gradually getting
used to seeing us in daylight.
The night-time economy is very quiet at the moment, but there are some areas that
we are currently investigating where Street Pastors may be of use.
If you would like to know more or are interested in becoming a Street Pastor, please
come and have a chat with me or call me on 22687.
Fiona Corbett

At the AGM of Churches Together in November, the church reps were full of what
was happening, despite all the restrictions. Thanks be to God!
By the time you read this, all the church buildings will be open again, either for
private prayer (in the valleys) or for weekly worship (in Ashkirk and Selkirk). All are
still continuing with online worship too, as numbers allowed in our buildings are
limited. St John’s are particularly looking forward to worshipping in their newly re‐
furbished church.
Fr Andrew Kingham has recently been welcomed at Our Lady and St Joseph’s, as
well as having responsiblitiy for congregations in Galashiels and Melrose, while
Selkirk Baptist Church has said farewell to Brian and Jess Talbot.
Although school chaplaincy visits and JAM club are currently not allowed to
happen, Churches Together are providing links to Christmas assemblies and
events organised by Scripture Union and Out of the Box. We are disappointed not
to be able to welcome Out of the Box back to Selkirk after last year’s Christmas
performance in the Parish Church but we agreed to send a financial donation. A
donation has also been sent to Selkirk Silver Band.
The Living Nativity is going online this Christmas and will be available on the church
website from midday on Christmas Eve. Some of the main characters will also be
appearing in person at the Haining Merry Meander on 19th December. Free entry
but pre-booking essential, at MerryMeander@gmail.com or at Scott’s Selkirk shop.
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21st century Church - Looking to the future

About two years ago, we (the congregations of Ashkirk,
Selkirk and Ettrick and Yarrow) started a conversation
about how we might work together to bring stability and

strength, enabling us to be effective witnesses to Christ’s love in our three parishes.
This was discussed by Kirk Sessions and at congregational meetings.

Despite COVID, our planning has continued. A draft “basis of linking” has been
drawn up and presented to Presbytery. This document, agreed by all 3 Kirk
Sessions, outlines how the 3 parishes could work together sharing one minster.

Normally, we would next hold congregational meetings, so that we could all hear
the proposals and ask questions before voting on the linking of the parishes. As
we can’t hold a meeting at the moment, this is what will happen instead:
If you are a member (or adherent) of the congregation
1. In January, you will receive a copy of the proposed “basis of linking” with an

accompanying letter of explanation.
2. If you have any questions, you will have 14 days to submit them to the Session

Clerk.
3. A week or two later, you will be sent a unique voting slip, a document that has

answers to all the questions that have been asked, and a stamped addressed
envelope.

4. You can then vote in favour or against the linking by sending your voting slip
in the SAE provided to the Presbytery representative.

5. The votes will be counted by Presbytery (to ensure fairness and anonymity)
and we will be informed of the result.

6. If the vote is in favour, the linking will be ratified by Presbytery and 121, and go
ahead, probably in early summer 2021.

Notes:
• At each stage, the congregation can appeal to Presbytery.
• You will be kept informed of progress through The Hird, Facebook, websites

and word of mouth.
• You are eligible to vote if you are a full member and your name is on the

Communion Roll, or if you are an “adherent”.
• To become an “adherent” you must be a regular attender, but not a member of

any other congregation. You can email or phone the Church Office to request
a form which should be returned to the Office by email or post. NB The Church
Office is not open for visitors.

Please pray that God will guide us through this time of change, so that we can
know and follow His way ahead.

David Bethune, cluster planning group
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Discipleship Course

Some of us have been enjoying meeting together fortnightly over lockdown to
undertake this Bible study course, entitled “Disciple – Fast Track”. Last spring, we
studied the Old Testament and this autumn we're into the New Testament. It has
been led for the most part by Jane Peers whose idea it was, with other members of
the group leading during Jane's recuperation from her accident. Happily, she is now
back in charge. We are, of course, meeting online using Zoom, since we can't
gather together at the moment. It means we can see and hear each other on a split
screen.

We each have a manual which sets out, chapter by chapter, the topic for study. For
example, last week's topic was from the book of Acts, set out as a series of
readings, which we each carry out, with space to make
comments which we may raise for discussion when we
meet. This moves on to a section entitled “The Bible
Teaching” which helps us understand about what we have
read and offers information about the setting etc whilst
encouraging us to think about our own experience in relation to the topic in hand.
The last section is called “Marks of Discipleship” which identifies particular qualities
of disciples and encourages us to think how our own lives and the life of the
congregation reflect these.

The group consists of members from local churches in Ashkirk, Ettrick and Yarrow
and Selkirk Parish, and from Edinburgh. The discussions have been both lively and
enjoyable. It's so good to be able to meet in fellowship with others at this time and
to make our brains work a wee bit, instead of stagnating. Thank goodness for the
technology that has allowed this to happen and thank God for his Word to us.

Elma Hendrie

Selkirk Food Bank
The work of our Food Bank volunteers goes unnoticed by most of us
but is greatly needed and appreciated in the town. At the beginning
of lockdown the referrals increased by about 80% but this has
settled to about a 25 % increase on last year.
There are 13 or 14 volunteers who are each on standby over 3 days

and deal with anything between 3 and 14 deliveries a week.
The Coop trolley is well used for food donations and there are several generous
regular financial donations.
Thanks are due to the volunteers and organisers as well as Morrisons, Waters the
butchers and the Rotary for helping the Food Bank make Christmas a bit more
festive for all. Peter Birney



Eco-Congregation News

Thanks to our
collaboration with
Sustainable Selkirk at
42 Market Place, our
recycling collections
have grown a lot
recently. The latest
sack sent off to Recycling for Good
Causes raised £100.20, well over our
usual amount. Recycling for Good
Causes invited us to create a video
showing what we do and you can see
the end result on the church website.
Thanks, Alan and Elissa! The
Sustainable Selkirk advice centre is
open Mondays and Fridays 10 - 2 pm
and Wednesdays 2 - 6 pm....not just
for handing in your hard-to-recycle
items but also to ask Iain and Kasha’s
advice on home energy and
sustainable transport.

However, Eco-Congregation is not
just a recycling project! This coming
year, we would encourage you all to
find out more about COP 26, taking
place in Glasgow in November 2021.
This multinational conference is
crucial to our global response in the
Climate Crisis.

To help us think through the issues
and find out what action we can take
ourselves, we are planning a monthly
programme. Topics will vary from
Food to Money to the Story of Stuff.
There will be a variety of opportunities
to learn and discuss together. It will be
challenging! Watch the weekly church
notices for details.

Anne Bethune, Eco Group
9

Congratulations to Denis Roberts, our
very own High Street Hero, in the
Scotland Loves Local campaign.

Christmas Generosity

This year, Christmas is going to be
different, but that does’t mean that we
will not be able to give gifts. Michael
Scouler, the BGH chaplain, has
confirmed that we can go ahead this
year with our “Advent Calendar” small
gifts to the Borders General Hospital.
These should be non edible, gift
wrapped and identified as appropriate
for male or female recipients. They
can be dropped off at the Scott’s
Selkirk shop in the square, instead of
being brought to church. Please hand
in before 18th December. They will
then be taken to the BGH in plenty of
time for a 72 hour quarantine period,
prior to being distributed to those who
will be in hospital over Christmas.

Unfortunately, we will not be collecting
gifts for children this year. If this is
something that you have contributed
to in the past, we hope that this year
you will give BGH Christmas presents
instead.

Pauline Davidson
Thanks to many busy needles, a
knitted angel will be included with
each of the gifts.
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A Service of Remembering
Christmas is for most people a happy time with pictures showing
happy smiling faces, laughter and merriment. However, for many
(and perhaps more than we imagine) Christmas can be a very
painful, sad and difficult time. Illness, bereavement, sad memories
and loneliness can make this time very difficult to face and get
through.

This year, 2020, has been even more difficult to cope with all the difficulties and
painful emotions due to COVID 19 and the restrictions in place to slow down the
spread of infection.

In Selkirk Parish Church, we normally hold a “Service of Remembering” in
December each year where we can quietly reflect and remember both individually
and together. This year we cannot physically unite to hold this as the safety of
everyone must be fully taken into account. To still provide this opportunity to be
together in thoughts, prayers and spirit we invite you to light a candle on Sunday
13th December at 3pm. This is the time when the service normally starts. When
joining in this time of reflection, you might like to play some suitable music of your
choice and use the following prayer:
God our Father, source of all love, provider of help, you promise to be with us
always. Thank you from the bottom of our hearts for the life that we remember
today.
Lord Jesus, Light of the world, come shine your light into the dark pain, grief and
blackness, all of which threaten to overwhelm us at times. Reassure us that you
are there for us every step of the way. Help us remember the one who brought love
and light into our lives by their laughter, their love, their dedication, their teaching,
their forgiving, accepting presence of us. As their life and love have lit our path may
we be a light to others; providing help, strength and compassion to those we meet.
Lord Jesus, because you have lived and died as a human you know what we
experience. Coming back to life you give us hope of a life lived in God’s presence
forever as we trust in you. Thank you that we need not fear death but trusting in
you, know that you will provide the light of your presence and are willing to guide
us into heaven where there will be no more pain, no more crying, no more
darkness. What a hope.
In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

With kind regards and every blessing, Katrina Smith, Session Elder

No Nativity this year
because the three wise men faced a travel ban.

The census has been indefinitely postponed because it’s been
outsourced to the people responsible for track and trace.
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Locusts in Ethiopia

Thanks to funding from the Scottish Government, Christian Aid is working in
southern Ethiopia to prevent the further devastation of crops and land by swarms
of desert locusts. The region, already impacted by the coronavirus pandemic, will
suffer major food insecurity if the swarms are not eradicated. A swarm of 40 mil‐
lion locusts can eat the same amount of food in one day as 35,000 people.

The insects, not seen on this scale in Ethiopia for two decades, have been caus‐
ing problems in the country since June 2019. Locusts thrive on warm temperat‐
ures and heavy rainfall. Climate change is enhancing the conditions they need to
emerge and flourish.

We have been supporting farmers living in poverty to battle the locusts, using
hand sprayers to kill the young hoppers before they swarm. The near-perfect
breeding conditions make these interventions vital. In addition, through Scottish
Government funding, we are able to supply farmers with seeds so that they can
provide food for their families and the wider community. From Christian Aid Scot‐
land News

On 23rd December from 8 to 8.40pm I shall be worshipping and thanking God for
Christian Aid’s practical support in Ethiopia and around the world and praying for
climate justice. We, as a nation, are helping Ethiopians but we also are part of
causing climate change. If you would like to join me on Zoom on 23rd December
or 23rd of subsequent months, please ask me for a link. The church office will pass
on messages.

Jane Peers

A Heart Warming Connection:
from one church administrator to another across the world

Good day, Mrs Groenewald.
(I hesitate to write “Wilma” in case you think me forward!)

I am the administrator at Christ Church in Waterfall, just outside Hillcrest in
KZN. One of our congregants is a gentleman who grew up in Selkirk. He has been
living in South Africa for many years, but still has contact with folk in Selkirk and as
a result, we follow your church activities online.

We read The Hird and listen to your weekly services, and we pray for the folk
in your congregation regularly. It interests us that you are now a South African
connection in Selkirk and the Borders, and I thought you might like to know that we
follow your church website and Facebook page and pray for you folk.

May God bless you all - especially at this strange COVID time.
With warm greetings from South Africa,
Pat
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Open Door – Opening Again!

We have missed the
café, each other’s
company and the
lovely food! It has
been a tough year
but we feel the time
is approaching for us
to get going again.

Our Management Group has been
meeting (zooming is the new buzz
word!) and planning for January 11th
2021, when we will welcome you back
to Open Door. Volunteers are ready to
don aprons and face masks and enjoy
serving you as before.

We must, of course, follow
Government and Church Of Scotland
guidance to make sure we are all safe
and relaxed. This will mean pre
booking your place, fewer customers,
wearing masks as you arrive,
sanitising hands, social distancing
and a one way system. But, we hope
this won’t put you off. Getting out and
spending time with each other these
days is important for us all.

And more good news! Because
numbers at each cafe will be limited,
we will be open weekly. This is thanks
to our lovely volunteers who will work

in smaller teams each week,
preparing and serving a simpler set
menu (soup and main course or main
course and pudding).

We will open between 12 noon and
1.30pm for lunches only. We are
introducing “Pay What You Can”.
There will be a recommended charge
of £2.50p per course but there is a
new opportunity, for those who wish,
to pay more or less. We want to make
sure everyone can come irrespective
of income.

We are also planning to cook and
freeze some of our meals for delivery
to those in the town who are isolated
at home. If this applies to you or to
someone you know, please contact
the church office and leave a
message (20078).

If you want to book a place, you can
leave a message on the church
answer machine or you can phone on
Fridays (10am -12noon) to speak to
Wilma, our administrator, or you can
email (office@selkirkparish.church).
We need your name and telephone
number so we can confirm your place.

So that’s our Big News!
Best Wishes, The Open Door Team

Joseph and Mary ended up in Bethlehem because it was
the nearest COVID testing centre they could find to Nazareth.

The shepherds have been furloughed.
Why did the angels appear in the sky to the shepherds?

They were socially distancing.
The innkeeper has shut up under Tier 3 regulations

And suffered a further slump in bookings
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Guatemala and Compassion Fatigue

Suffering from compassion fatigue? Thinking to
yourself, “So much need and plenty at our own back
door without looking further afield… I can’t cope!” Who
hasn’t felt like this at some time if we are honest with
ourselves? Are we meant to be Good Samaritans to
everybody?! Perhaps this feeling is heightened just
now with the pandemic.

On the other hand, have you noticed how pleased and proud everyone is when
local groups get together to fund raise for others, help the weaker folks in our
community or identify a place overseas that they can support? In fact, the
pandemic has shone a light on so much kindness. There is something in our DNA
as humans, created in a loving God’s image, which rejoices when we show
compassion. Being kind makes us glad!

Rising to the challenge of need is constructive and positive. You might say it has a
“feel good factor”! In hard times, it is a healing process. It builds relationship and
community in a common cause and brings people together. You might even say
when it is dark, the light shines brightest!

Supporting Guatemala and our link with the folks there is just the same. They are
far away but they are real, working hard in their community to survive. It is very
heart warming to hear how our interest, prayers and giving touch and improve their
lives and allow them to reach out to “lost souls” in their young offenders’ prisons;
young men and women living alone and in fear in the community; those who have
made the brave decision to leave gang life and follow Christ. Most recently, some
of them formed a working party to build a toilet and a shelter within the grounds of
a prison, to afford comfort to visitors waiting outside during torrential rain or
extreme heat. Despite their own circumstances, helping others will have made
them feel good too.

This is the message of the Good Samaritan: not a demand to help everyone at all
times, nor a burden which brings compassion fatigue. It is a call to respond when
the opportunity for kindness and compassion presents itself; to love our neighbour
both at home and overseas as God leads us, bringing blessing both to giver and
receiver. Thanks be to Him.

Snippets from Ignacio and family:
“Hola, thanks for checking in! We’re doing well, thanks for asking. Things are not
looking good for the whole country regarding Covid, too many people ill and dying
from that. We also got hit real bad by ETA, a crazy storm. Wearing masks and not
allowed to do many things has become part of our routine.”
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Notes from Kirk Session
From October and November
meetings:
• There is now a Sunday morning

service in the church building at
10.15 am as well as the online
service. There is currently no
need to book though numbers are
restricted.

• Gordon Junor has agreed to be
an accompanying elder to the
Ashkirk Kirk Session.

• Presbytery representatives talked
through the procedure we will be
following toward the linkage with
Ettrick and Yarrow. It was quite
hard work!(See page 8)

• Mo Brown is stepping down from
the Sunday Gang team, which
now consists of Gary Hamilton,
Donella McCann, and John
Moley.

• Advent groups will take place via
email this year.

• The New Testament Discipleship
study group continues on Zoom
with participants from Ashkirk,
Selkirk and the Edinburgh area.

Notes from Congregational
Board

From August and October meetings:
• The Covid subgroup worked hard

to conduct a risk assessment and
carry out necessary preparations
in order to gain Presbytery
permission to re-open the building
for worship.

• Maximum occupancy in the
church is 36 including stewards
and minister.

• The church hall remains under
restrictions and will only be used
for Open Door in the near future.

• Our furloughed employees have
now been re-instated.

• The treasurer reported a healthy
balance, thanks to our members
continuing with generous
offerings, mostly through the
bank.

• The church bell has now been
oiled and is being rung on
Sundays.

• It was agreed to put Christmas
lights on the cherry trees this
year.

(Continued from page 15)
“We appreciate your prayers and financial support towards the ministry and our
family. We’re constantly praying for you and the brothers and sisters from the
church.”
“We’re preparing a new strategy to go in and try to share Jesus with inmates on a
short period of time. Kids are doing good, some stress since school became an
online thing.”
We love you all!!” Myra Ward

Santa won’t be working. There’s a curfew and he’d break the
rule of six with Dasher, Dancer, Prancer, Vixen, Donner and Blitzen
As for Rudolph with that red nose, he should be isolating and

taking a test.
Why was 2020 a great year for the good news about

Jesus?
It went viral!
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The records on this page are as up-to-date as possible. We apologise for
any omissions that may have occurred.

Selkirk
April 10 Gordon Nisbet

15/1Downfield Place
Edinburgh

April 23 Lyall Houghton
Waverley Care Home,
Galashiels

25 Bert Turnbull
14 HillsideTerrace

June 6 Robin Bruce
3 Weatherhouse, Bowhill

Betty Young
Riverside Nursing Home

17 Sheila McNairn ,
Highfield,
Greenhead Farm

July 19 Jeanette Lynn
Riverside Nursing Home

Aug. 29 Ella Clarkson
Buccleuch Care Home
Hawick

Aug. 30 Ian Hardie
2 Bankend, Lindean

Sept. 9 Ian Mackenzie
Ivy Bank,
Hillside Terrace

19 Dorothy Gray
8 Back Feus

Oct. 23 Effie Robertson
Gala Nursing Home

Ashkirk
April 4 Margaret Scott

Buccleuch Care Home
Hawick

Sept. 23 Jean McNaughton
Ashkirk Mill Farm

Oct. 25 Joan McNaughton
Barbachlaw
Syntonmill Road

Bereavements

Christmas Offerings
We usually have a special offering for Shelter
Scotland at this time of year, through our communal
Christmas card and the Christmas Day offering. This
year, you are invited to make that donation directly to
Shelter Scotland, through their website
scotland.shelter.org.uk or by phone to 0300 330 1234
or post to Shelter Supporter Helpdesk, Freepost SE3319, 88 Old Street, London,
EC1V 9HV. https://scotland.shelter.org.uk/
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Minister:
Rev. Margaret Steele
1 Loanside, Selkirk, TD7 4DJ
Tel: 01750 23308
MSteele@churchofscotland.org.uk
Joint Session Clerk:
David Bethune
Tel: 21703, david@dbethune.com
Fiona Corbett
Tel: 22687, fiona.m.corbett@live.co.uk
Treasurer:
Lynda McCraw Tel: 21971
mrs_houseproud@yahoo.co.uk
Gift Aid Convener:
Gillian Grant Tel: 22206
shawpark292@btinternet.com
Children and Families Worker:
John Moley
Tel: 07753 341605
cfw@selkirkparish.church
Sunday Gang contact:
Louise Raffier
Tel: 23125
louiseeduff@hotmail.com
Cleaner: Carole Neilson

Items for the April issue of The Hird should be with the
editor by 13th March.

Session Clerk:
Marjory Dooley,
Castanea, The Woll, Ashkirk
Tel: 01750 32710
marjory.dooley@yahoo.co.uk

Treasurer:
Harry Dooley,
Castanea, The Woll, Ashkirk
Tel: 01750 32710
hddooley@yahoo.co.uk

Ashkirk
Minister:
Rev. Margaret Steele, 1 Loanside, Selkirk, TD7 4DJ Tel: 01750
23308
MSteele@churchofscotland.org.uk

Selkirk

Hird Editor:
Anne Bethune, Tel: 21703
anne@dbethune.com
Church Administrator:
Wilma Groenewald
Office Hours: Wed - Fri, 10-12 noon
Tel: 20078 office@selkirkparish.church


