
Sunday 6
th

 December The Angel with Zechariah 

WELCOME 

Welcome to worship this morning the 2
nd

 Sunday in Advent.  Mark tells u that the prophet Isaiah said 

this, God said, “I will send my messenger ahead of you to clear the way for you.  Someone is shouting 

in the desert Get the road ready for the Lord, make a straight path for him.” 

We light this candle reminding ourselves of John the Baptist’s dad, Zechariah, the one who met with 

God’s angel in the Holy of Holies 

Zechariah; the one who doubted you Lord God, yet the one who continued to follow you. 

Lord God give us the grace to give you our doubts and to follow in your way anew Amen 

Our first hymn reminds us that this world is a dark place compared to heaven yet God promises to be with 

us.  In fact he promised to be there for us before the world even began. 

 

 HYMN     Before the World began 

Before the world began One Word was there; 

Grounded in God he was, rooted in care; 

By him all things were made, in him was love displayed, 

Through him God spoke and said, I am for you. 

 

Life found in him its source, death found its end; 

Light found in him its course, darkness its friend; 

For neither death nor doubt nor darkness can put out 

The glow of God, the shout: I am for you. 

 

The Word was in the world which from him came; 

Unrecognised he was, unknown by name; 

One with all humankind, with the unloved aligned, 

Convincing sight and mind: I am for you. 

 

All who received the Word, by God were blessed; 

Sisters and brothers they of earth’s fond guest. 

So did the Word of Grace Proclaim in time and space 

And with a human face, I am for you. 

 

PRAYER OF ADORATION AND CONFESSION 

God of the waiting ones we worship you, the God who waits for us your children to return to you, to say 

that we love you, to show that we love you in our care for others, in our willingness to listen to what you 

have to say and to follow your direction. 



Lord Jesus, your way of living has shown us how to wait – you waited 30 years before beginning your 

ministry, you waited silently as you were brought before Pilate, you hung waiting on the cross to die and 

you waited in the darkest depths two days before you came back to life again.  You encouraged your 

friends the disciples to wait for the coming of your Spirit and you encourage us today to wait for the time 

when you will come again. 

Spirit of the Living God, you wait, hovering, ready to come into our lives when we ask.  Gently you 

come, gently you encourage, gently you challenge, gently you accompany us in our wait for better times. 

Forgive us for our impatience, for our willingness to try and hurry things along.  Forgive us for our 

inattention to your voice, your mercy and your love.  Draw us closer to yourself through forgiving us our 

sins and enable us to live our lives for you with our hearts beating to the rhythm of life which is found in 

you. 

As the author of life itself we thank you for all you have given us and as a token of our thanks we bring 

you the gifts of money time and talents to you today. Please use them and us to bring your kingdom here 

on earth we pray. In Jesus name we pray saying together, Our Father who art in Heaven Hallowed be Thy 

name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done On earth as it is in Heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread 

Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

Thine is the kingdom the power and the glory forever. Amen 

 

READING                    Luke 1:5-25                                                                     Read by Fan Heafield
  

During the time when Herod was king of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, who belonged to 

the priestly order of Abijah. His wife's name was Elizabeth; she also belonged to a priestly 

family. 
6 

They both lived good lives in God's sight and obeyed fully all the Lord's laws and 

commands. 
7 

They had no children because Elizabeth could not have any, and she and Zechariah were 

both very old. 

8 
One day Zechariah was doing his work as a priest in the Temple, taking his turn in the daily 

service. 
9 

According to the custom followed by the priests, he was chosen by lot to burn incense on the 

altar. So he went into the Temple of the Lord, 
10 

while the crowd of people outside prayed during the 

hour when the incense was burned. 
11 

An angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing at the right side 

of the altar where the incense was burned. 
12 

When Zechariah saw him, he was alarmed and felt 

afraid. 
13 

But the angel said to him, “Don't be afraid, Zechariah! God has heard your prayer, and your 

wife Elizabeth will bear you a son. You are to name him John. 
14 

How glad and happy you will be, and 

how happy many others will be when he is born! 
15 

John will be great in the Lord's sight. He must not 

drink any wine or strong drink. From his very birth he will be filled with the Holy Spirit, 
16 

and he will 

bring back many of the people of Israel to the Lord their God. 
17 

He will go ahead of the Lord, strong 

and mighty like the prophet Elijah. He will bring fathers and children together again; he will turn 

disobedient people back to the way of thinking of the righteous; he will get the Lord's people ready for 



him.” 
18 

Zechariah said to the angel, “How shall I know if this is so? I am an old man, and my wife is 

old also.”  
19 

“I am Gabriel,” the angel answered. “I stand in the presence of God, who sent me to 

speak to you and tell you this good news. 
20 

But you have not believed my message, which will come 

true at the right time. Because you have not believed, you will be unable to speak; you will remain 

silent until the day my promise to you comes true.” 

21 
In the meantime the people were waiting for Zechariah and wondering why he was spending such a 

long time in the Temple. 
22 

When he came out, he could not speak to them, and so they knew that he 

had seen a vision in the Temple. Unable to say a word, he made signs to them with his hands. 

23 
When his period of service in the Temple was over, Zechariah went back home. 

24 
Some time later his 

wife Elizabeth became pregnant and did not leave the house for five months. 
25 

“Now at last the Lord 

has helped me,” she said. “He has taken away my public disgrace!” 

 

ANGEL VOICES 

Just when life seems cosy and comfortably predictable 

ANGELS APPEAR UNEXPECTEDLY ANGELS AND POINT US IN DIRECTIONS WE WOULD 

NOT HAVE CHOSEN 

Just when we have reached the point of comforting assurance in our respectability 

ANGELS APPEAR UNEXPECTEDLY APPEAR UNEXPECTEDLY AND POSE 

UNCOMFORTABLE QUESTIONS  

And when we have followed the pointings of angels and answered their disquieting questions and we feel 

that things can’t get any worse 

ANGELS APPEAR UNEXPECTEDLY AND REMIND US THAT “ALL SHALL BE WELL AND ALL 

SHALL BE WELL AND ALL MANNER OF THINGS SHALL BE WELL” 

For the God of love works to good in all who fear Him 

THE GOD OF LOVE WORKS TO GOOD IN ALL WHO DARE TO LISTEN FOR ANGELS 

Candles and Conifers  Wild Goose Publications 2012 page 210 

 

REFLECTION 

Don’t be afraid!  Three words that are easier said than done!  I wonder what makes you afraid – perhaps a 

relationship that is going wrong, a job that is no more, an illness that might be more serious than you first 

thought, a disaster that has occurred in your life, this pandemic, something that you can’t totally explain. 

There are so many things in this fragile life of ours that make us afraid.  The silence of God too perhaps, 

where once we were so sure of our faith but now the doubts have crept in and we’re in danger of 

wandering away.  Or maybe indeed it is the opposite, God has spoken directly to you – with the offer that 

your life will never be the same again and you wonder, oh how you wonder, at what this will mean for 

yourself, for your family. Dare you trust Him without knowing all the facts?  Sometimes we want to wait 

and know every detail before we commit, but that’s not how God wants us to act. He wants a commitment 



from us – not blind faith, but faith acting on the details we already know of Him.  After all we act in faith 

every day of our lives – faith that when we put a certain switch on the lights will come on, when we sit 

down on a particular chair that it will hold us. We don’t know the details behind why it happens –we 

trust. 

Zechariah had known the silence of God in his religious life and in his personal life.  400 years of silence 

to be exact with no word from God about the Saviour that He had promised.  50 odd years of silence 

regarding a baby for Zechariah and Elizabeth – and they lived honourably, they came from religious 

ancestors. Yet  here, now into that silence God came and his first words were, “Do Not Be Afraid.  I have 

heard your prayer and will answer it in my own way in my own time for my glory.” 

 

Zechariah was in the temple doing his job, a job chosen for him by God, a job that God was going to use 

so that he could speak to Zechariah directly, for that is what God does.  He uses the people we are, with 

our own unique personalities and gifts that he has already given us.  He comes to us where we are. Think 

of your own circumstance today, your family life, your work life or lack of it, your leisure time, your 

faith.  God has placed you where you are for this time and for his purpose however difficult that might 

seem, however easy and joyful you might find it.   

But into that place, into your life, God on occasions chooses to come with a call, a unique call just for 

you.  It’s so easy to miss his call in the busyness of our lives.  Have you noticed that God’s call came to 

Zechariah when he was alone in the special holy place of the temple?  Just God and Zechariah.  God had 

his undivided attention.  God speaks to his people in many different ways at many different times of their 

lives, but his call to action usually comes in the quietness of a one to one experience.  What quietness do 

you build into your life so that you might hear God speak to you? Or do you keep yourself so busy in 

order that you don’t allow him space? 

When the call comes Zechariah reacts first in fear but then with the second most common reaction to 

God’s call – disbelief.  You can just imagine him standing there in front of the altar, in front of the angel 

scratching his head and delivering the greatest negatively double positive of all times AYE RIGHT!  It 

just can’t be true, the odds are stacked against it, the timing God?!  We’re too old!  That does make a 

change from others saying we’re too young! 

 

Let me tell you when God calls, the timing is always right – not by our standards but by His eternal clock.  

All too often we can see all the seemingly insurmountable problems that result from his call – that’s 

because we look at ourselves rather than looking at God.  Disbelief – the timing not right, disbelief that 

God would actually want to use someone like me? 

 

Why was Zechariah silenced? Surely God would want him to go out and explain to the waiting crowd the 

magnificent wonderful miraculous thing that had occurred. Sometimes though words are not enough, 

sometimes words can lead to misunderstanding, sometimes silence is the only response to God’s call on 



our lives so that we can have time to think things through.  The crowd too had time to think, to ponder, to 

wait. 

It is easy for us to look at this passage and think – well Zechariah was a very special person nothing like 

that could every happen to me.  And yet each one of us is called by God to be his child.  He longs for us 

to respond to his love and as we carry out the daily tasks that he has given us then he will make his way 

known to us.  He’s given us all we need to live our lives in the best way possible but he gives us the 

choice of whether we do or not. 

I wonder if you’ve thought about the cost to God - it’s huge. He could easily have made us people who 

would automatically respond to his call, like robots but rather he chose to create us as people who have a 

choice as to whether to follow his call or not.  Can you imagine day by day, hour by hour, minute by 

minute, second by second being ignored, the gifts you’re willing to give being rejected abused.  What 

pain, what heartache.  And yet what joy when someone responds, what happiness what outpouring of love 

when someone you love reconnects with you. 

 

I think too of God’s call on His people, the church – that’s you and me together.  I’ve been reading in 

Isaiah this past week for my personal readings.  What gut-wrenching pain God must suffer when His 

people refuse to respond to His offer of love, renewal and refreshment.  What pain when they do not share 

with others His love.  Yet He always holds out the hope of returning to Him – though your sins as scarlet 

be they shall be white as snow. (1:18)   Personally and corporately.  The restoration of our relationship 

with God brings peace not just to us as individuals but to our society.  John the Baptist – the son 

Zechariah and Elizabeth would have was to be a prophet reminding people to return to God in order that 

their sins would be forgiven.  The church today is called to have a prophetic voice in the midst of our 

wilderness.  Walter Brueggemann says this, “the prophetic tasks of the church are to a) tell the truth in a 

society that lives in illusion, b) grieve in a society that practises denial and c) expresses hope in a society 

that lives in despair.” (Reality Grief Hope: Three Urgent Prophetic Tasks, Eerdmand s2014)   

 

God hurts when we fail to follow his way of love, hurts in a way that none of us can imagine.  It hurts him 

so much that he sent Jesus his Son into the world to bring us back to Himself.  The waiting time of 

Advent is surely a time for us to ponder anew in the silence of our hearts the love that God offers us – a 

love that will cast all our fears away, a love that will challenge us to a new relationship with God as 

Father, a love that will help us respond in faith as we hear His call on our lives perhaps for the first time 

perhaps for the umpteenth time.  Be sure to listen and respond this Christmas time so that we His church 

here in the 21
st
 Century will share with those we meet, the opportunity to bring peace on earth in very 

practical ways. 

 

 

 

 



PRAYER OF INTERCESSION                                                                                        Elise Williams 

Heavenly Father, Creator of the World, we come to you today with our prayers and our thanks. 

Thank you for the gift of life, for the joy and love and friendship. 

Teach us to share the gifts you have given to us, and strengthen our determination to work for a world of 

peace and justice. 

Whatever our nationality or race, we are all global citizens in Christ. 

As this sickness spreads across your world Father, we pray that you will intervene. 

We hold in prayer our Surgeons, Doctors, Nurses, Carers and Key workers not forgetting our Dentists and 

Vets. Who are working around the clock to help those who are stricken with this sickness. We thank them 

for their skills and knowledge given to them by you. We pray for your armour of protection in and out 

with our communities. 

We bring to you in prayer, the elderly and the lonely the sick and the bereaved. 

We ask for your hand the be upon those who are far away and unable to come home at this time and pray 

that a way will be found to let your people go. 

Bless our Churches, Margaret our minister and our elders and all who support behind the scenes. 

Heavenly Father lighten our personal distress and that of our society. 

Receive us into the fellowship of those who believe. 

Turn our hearts to truth everlasting and healing harmony. 

Strengthen our faith, now and in the coming days. 

All this we ask in the name of Jesus our Lord and Saviour 

Amen 

 

Our second hymn reminds us that we have Good News to share with our world – Good News which will 

bring peace on earth.  Let us be willing as individuals and as a church to spread the gladness all around 

bearing the news to every land – the Good News – the news that Jesus saves.  

 

HYMN   We have heard a joyful sound 

We have heard a joyful sound, Jesus saves 

Spread the gladness all around, Jesus saves 

Bear the news to every land climb the steep and cross the waves 

Onward 'tis the Lord's command Jesus saves 

 

Waft it on the rolling tide Jesus saves 

Tell to sinners far and wide Jesus saves 

Sing ye islands of the sea Echo back ye ocean caves 

Earth shall keep her jubilee Jesus saves 

 

 



Sing above the battle's strife Jesus saves 

By His death and endless life Jesus saves 

Sing it softly through the gloom when the heart for mercy craves 

Sing in triumph o'er the tomb Jesus saves 

 

Give the winds a mighty voice Jesus saves 

Let the nations now rejoice Jesus saves 

Shout salvation full and free to every strand that ocean laves 

This our song of victory Jesus saves 

 

BENEDICTION 

The love and light of God scatter the darkness from before you and guide your feet into the way of peace. 

Go knowing the blessing of God the Father Son and Spirit’s work in your life bringing you peace in ordr 

that you would bring peace to His world Amen. 


