
Sunday 13
th

 December.  The Angel with Mary 

WELCOME 

Welcome to worship on this third Sunday in Advent.  The prophet Isaiah, 700 years of so before Jesus 

was born said this, “The Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will conceive and give birth to a 

son, and will call him Immanuel."(7:14) 

We light this candle reminding ourselves of Mary who met your angel Lord God and said, “I am the 

Lord’s servant, may it happen as you have said.” 

Lord God give us the grace this Advent to hear and respond to your voice calling us to action Amen 

 

See in yonder manger low born for us on earth below is our first hymn reminding us that the promise of 

Isaiah was fulfilled all those years later. 

 

 HYMN    CH4 313  See in yonder manger low 

See in yonder manger low, born for us on earth below 

See the tender lamb appears Promised from eternal years 

Hail thou ever blessed morn Hail redemption's happy dawn 

Sing through all Jerusalem Christ is born in Bethlehem 

 

Lo within a manger lies He who built the starry skies 

He who throned in height sublime Sits amid the cherubim 

Hail… 

 

Sacred infant all divine What a tender love was Thine 

Thus to come from highest bliss Down to such a world as this  Hail… 

 

PRAYER OF ADORATION AND CONFESSION 

Lord we lift our hearts in praise to you seeking to learn from the example of Mary, glad that you are our 

Saviour and that you remember us your lowly servants. 

We praise you for calling human beings to do your work in the world for choosing ordinary people to 

extraordinary deeds. 

We praise you for your holy name known to generations and we praise you for the mercy you show to 

those who honour you. 

We praise you for the workings of justice when the mighty and proud have been brought down, when the 

lowly and hungry have been lifted and fed and the rich made to realise the emptiness of material things. 

We praise you for the promises you have kept and place our trust in you for the continuing promises 

which you make to all the descendants of Abraham, to all who follow you and seek to obey your 

commands. 



We hold before you the shame we feel for our faults, knowing that so often we fail to respond to your 

calling. Often our excuses seem to be good ones, but when we think of someone like Mary willing to risk 

her life and reputation we become more aware of the conditions we attach to our willingness to serve. 

You call us each in different ways, according to our abilities and potential.  Forgive us when we identify 

with the mighty and proud rather than the lowly and hungry.  Forgive us and call us once again to do your 

will. 

As we move closer to the celebration of your birth help us to accept you as Mary did, wholeheartedly 

willing to expect and accept the unexpected, prepared to trust your way rather than the ways of the world, 

that we may continue as your children forever – in your name we pray saying together the words you 

taught Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as 

in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power and the glory are 

yours, now and forever. Amen.  

 

READING               Matthew 1:26-38                                                                   Read by George Jack 

26 
In the sixth month of Elizabeth's pregnancy God sent the angel Gabriel to a town in Galilee named 

Nazareth. 
27 

He had a message for a young woman promised in marriage to a man named Joseph, who 

was a descendant of King David. Her name was Mary. 
28 

The angel came to her and said, “Peace be 

with you! The Lord is with you and has greatly blessed you!” 

29 
Mary was deeply troubled by the angel's message, and she wondered what his words meant. 

30 
The 

angel said to her, “Don't be afraid, Mary; God has been gracious to you. 
31 

You will become pregnant 

and give birth to a son, and you will name him Jesus. 
32 

He will be great and will be called the Son of 

the Most High God. The Lord God will make him a king, as his ancestor David was, 
33 

and he will be 

the king of the descendants of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end!” 

34 
Mary said to the angel, “I am a virgin. How, then, can this be?” 

35 
The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and God's power will rest upon you. For 

this reason the holy child will be called the Son of God. 
36 

Remember your relative Elizabeth. It is said 

that she cannot have children, but she herself is now six months pregnant, even though she is very 

old. 
37 

For there is nothing that God cannot do.” 

38 
“I am the Lord's servant,” said Mary; “may it happen to me as you have said.” And the angel left 

her. 

 

REFLECTION 

The angel came and said to Mary, “Peace be with you!  The Lord is with you and has greatly blessed 

you.”  Luke 1:28 
 

Angels?  Do you believe in them?  What are they like?  If I had asked that question twenty or so years 

ago, I suspect that most people would have said, nah, not angels, they’re just products of an over fertile 



imagination.  And yet there have been so many books written about ordinary people’s experiences of 

angels, encounters with someone who has helped them and then mysteriously disappeared.  TV 

programmes too with folk longing to tell of their encounter with their guardian angel that I suspect that 

most folk would now say, “Oh yes I believe in angels.” 

 

Angels really come to the fore at this time of year.  We looked at Gabriel’s appearance to Zechariah last 

week bringing the hope of peace to the world. Next week we’ll look at one appearing to Joseph but today 

it’s Mary’s turn.  Most people when they talk of angels nowadays talk of a presence of calm, soothing, 

help, comfort.  That wasn’t the general reaction back in the time of Mary. 

 

The angel came and said – “Peace be with you.”  Mary’s reaction – she was deeply troubled, greatly 

agitated, like a sea suddenly stirred up by a great storm.  Peace, calm, comfort were certainly not her first 

reactions.  And if you look at others’ reactions to angels popping in for a chat then you’ll find the same 

response. 

 

Note she didn’t question his presence, but she did wonder at his message.  Why would he come to her, 

why would God greatly bless her?  Was she going to have a say in the matter? 

 

And then the angel utters the words that all angels utter – “DO NOT BE AFRAID.”  God has been 

gracious to you.  You will become pregnant and give birth to a son. 

 

Can you imagine what must have been going on inside Mary’s head?  “I’ve not had sex, I’m engaged to 

Joseph, what’s he going to say, what are my parents going to say, what are my friends and neighbours 

going to say. They’ll never believe me and more to the point the religious leaders wont believe me.  I’m 

engaged and that is much more serious than it will be in 2000 plus years time.  Divorce is the only way 

out and that means that I will be classed as an adulteress - and that means death by stoning.  And the 

angel says God has been gracious to me?  My whole life is about to be turned upside down and I’m only 

14, a quiet, country girl who goes about her daily work creating no fuss.  Oh no!” 

 

That would have been many people’s reaction, and very understandable.  But it’s not Mary’s.  OK she 

questions how it can happen - a question that is still asked today.  The virgin birth – do we have to accept 

this belief?  The short answer is no the church doesn’t make this a dogma.  The arguments against it being 

literally true are fourfold.  If you look at the genealogies in both Matthew and Luke Jesus’ descendants 

are traced through Joseph.  This would be strange if Joseph was not the real father.  Remember the time in 

the temple when Jesus was lost.  Mary says to Him your father and I were worried.  Throughout the 

gospels Jesus is repeatedly referred to as Joseph’s son.  And the virgin birth is not mentioned in the rest of 

the New Testament.  In Jewish thought the birth of any baby was thought to be the result of three 



partners, mother, father and the spirit God and so it would be quite natural to give credit to God for 

producing any baby. 

 

What about the arguments for?  Think about Luke the writer of the gospel for a minute.  His reason for 

writing was to give an orderly account of the things that have taken place among us.  “I have carefully 

studied all these matters from their beginning,” he says.  Luke the historian, Luke the doctor, Luke the 

interviewer, because it seems likely that many of Luke’s accounts come across as eye witness accounts.  

If he had not thought that it happened this way then he would not have put it into his orderly account.  For 

Luke miracles do happen.   

 

This boy that was to be born was no ordinary boy.  God was coming to earth as a human.  God who 

created the world, the snowflake in all its intricacy, the thunder and lightning, could he not create a child 

inside someone’s womb?  Surely a child as special as this should have a special conception?  There is 

ample evidence from extra biblical material that Jesus, as he grew up, was thought of as illegitimate and 

treated as such by some.  

 

“How can this happen,” says Mary, “How can this happen,” we say?  You have to decide for yourselves.  

For me, I believe that miracles do occur, that by having a baby whose father is God makes this baby 

wholly God, by having a human mother this makes this baby wholly human. And for Jesus to be our 

Saviour we need someone who is wholly God and wholly human.  Son of God, son of Man.   

 

What about the arguments that the gospels talk of Joseph as being the father?  Well put it this way, you 

and I believe that we have a heavenly father, but we also have a human father.  We have been adopted as 

God’s children.  Can this not also be the other way round?  God’s child, adopted as Joseph’s son?  

 

The angel doesn’t respond to Mary’s question with all the details.  He reminds her of Elizabeth and what 

has happened to her.  So with all her doubts, all her worries, with no real knowledge of how this is going 

happen Mary says, “Yes,” a resounding yes.  “May it happen to me as you have said.”  

 

Mary said yes to a life filled with shame, filled with doubts, filled with sorrow, filled with great joy, great 

happiness, filled with God.  We know the end of the story.  Mary didn’t but she accepted that she had 

been specially chosen by God to do a particular job for Him.  No matter what the cost to herself she was 

willing to do it.   

 

The Bible tells us that we too are specially chosen by God.  He too has a job for us to do.  Mary was 

always close to God, she believed in Him, she trusted Him, she loved Him and when the time came she 

was obedient to Him.  She didn’t have to say yes and I’m sure if she had said no then God would have 

asked someone else.  Mary would have missed out on the negatives but she would also have missed out 

on God’s blessing. 



There is a great joy that comes from knowing that you are doing something for someone you love – how 

much greater that joy is when you are doing it for your heavenly father. 

 

Know that you are part of God’s amazing plan for His world.  Each one of us has a part to play in this 

amazing plan.  Mary’s fear gave way to joy, a calm acceptance, a great excitement.  I’m sure throughout 

the rest of her life there were times of doubt, of wondering perhaps why she had said yes and yet within 

those doubts a knowledge that God was with her. Joy in the midst of deep sorrow and anguish.  That is 

what God’s presence in our lives brings. 

 

What is God asking of you today?  Will you, without knowing the end from the beginning, say yes, yes to 

a life of adventure, of ups and downs, of sadness and joy, say yes Lord I am your servant may it happen to 

me as you have said. As you do, God says to you – peace be with you.  I am with you and have greatly 

blessed you and that’s before you answer yes.  Answering yes means that you take the present of his 

blessing and accept it for yourself.   

Let us meditate on what God is asking of us as we quietly listen to I The Lord of Sea and Sky. Amen  

 

HYMN  CH4  251 I the Lord of sea and sky 

I the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard my people cry 

All who dwell in dark and sin my hand will save 

I who made the stars of night, I will make their darkness bright 

Who will bear my light to them? Whom shall I send? 

Here I am Lord, is it I Lord? 

I have heard you calling in the night 

I will go Lord if you lead me 

I will hold your people in my heart. 

 

I the Lord of snow and rain I have borne my people’s pain 

I have wept for love of them - they turn away 

I will break their hearts of stone give them hearts for love alone 

I will speak my word to them whom shall I send? Here I am Lord . . . 

 

I the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poor and lame 

I will set a feast for them - my hand will save 

Finest bread I will provide till their hearts be satisfied 

I will give my life to them whom shall I send? Here I am . . . 

 

 

 



PRAYER OF INTERCESSION                                                                          Read by Iona MacNeil 

Lord we lift our hearts in praise to you, seeking to learn from the example of Mary, glad that you are our 

Saviour, that you remember us, your lowly servants.  And yet you call us not servants but children.  How 

uplifting is that.  We ask that you would help us discover your parent love once more in order that we 

might share it with those we meet.  We praise you for calling humans to do your work in the world, for 

choosing ordinary people to do your extraordinary deeds. 

 

We praise your Holy name known to generations and we praise you for the mercy you show to those who 

honour you. 

In your mercy, we pray for all whose lives are wrecked by the injustice meted out by others, from 

dictators to unjust work practices, from warmongers to the selfish greed of the minority, from family 

feuds to those who practise institutional racism. 

 

We praise you for the workings of justice when the mighty and proud have been brought down, when the 

lowly and hungry have been lifted and fed and the rich made to realise the emptiness of material things.  

 

Lord God you call us your church to action in today’s society, action in our community, action in our 

nation and action throughout the world.  We pray for all who are bringing justice into the world, all those 

who sacrificially give of themselves that others might live in ways that honour and bring dignity to their 

lives. We think of the many aid agencies at work round the world and in our country.  Bless those who 

work tirelessly for the good of others. 

 

We praise you for the promises you have kept and place our trust in you for the continuing promises 

which you make to all the descendents of Abraham to all who follow you and seek to obey your 

commands.  We think of our family and friends today with many different joys and many different 

sorrows.  Please come to those we name before you now with your loving forgiving healing presence. 

 

As we move closer to the celebration of your birth help us to accept you as Mary did – wholeheartedly, 

willing to expect and accept the unexpected, prepared to trust your way rather than the ways of the world 

that we may continue as children of your promise.  In Jesus name we pray amen. 

Adapted from Candles and Conifers Wildgoose Publications 2014 page 205) 

 

As you will read in both Keynotes and The Hird the Kirk Sessions of Ashkirk, Ettrick and Yarrow and 

Selkirk have agreed that Ettrick and Yarrow Church should become linked with Ashkirk linked with 

Selkirk churches.  This will provide stability and security for each of the three parishes and will allow us 

to engage in Mission to our communities from a stronger base.  The congregations now have the 

opportunity to vote for or against this proposal.  More details will come early in the New Year but for 

now each Session needs to produce a list of those eligible to vote.  Those who are members will 

automatically be included.  Some of you may be regular attenders who are not members of any other 



church but who would wish to have a vote.  Others of you may be members of other churches and wish to 

transfer your membership.  The following edict tells you how this can happen. 

Notice is hereby given that in view of the anticipated vote on the Draft Basis of Linking between this 

congregations of Ettrick and Yarrow with Ashkirk linked with Selkirk the Kirk Sessions are about to make 

up an Electoral Register. This Electoral Register is a list of those who will be eligible to vote on the draft 

Basis of Linking when the time comes. If your name and current address are already on the Communion 

Roll, then you will automatically be placed upon the Electoral Register. You will need to take no further 

action. If you are a regular worshipper in any of the churches, but are still a member of another 

congregation, and you wish to participate in the vote then you should arrange to hand in to the Session 

Clerk of the church you attend, a valid Certificate of Transference before the Kirk Session meets.   If you 

are a regular worshipper here, and not a member of this or any other congregation, then the Kirk Session 

can add your name to the Electoral Register as an “adherent”. If you wish the Kirk Session to consider 

this, you should obtain a form from the Session Clerk of Ashkirk Mrs Marjory Dooley, the Session Clerk 

of Ettrick and Yarrow Mrs Nora Hunter or the Session Clerk of Selkirk Mrs Fiona Corbett or the Selkirk 

Church Office.  The form should be completed and returned to Mrs Dooley, Mrs Hunter or Mrs Corbett 

by January 3rd 2021.  The Kirk Sessions will meet by Zoom Ashkirk on Monday 11
th

 January, Ettrick and 

Yarrow on Wednesday 13
th

 January and Selkirk on Tuesday 12
th

 January 2021 to make up the Electoral 

Registers for Ashkirk, Ettrick and Yarrow and Selkirk. Contact details are below. 

Mrs Marjory Dooley     phone 01750 32710     email  marjory.dooley@yahoo.co.uk  

Mrs Nora Hunter           phone 0175052349      email norabirks@btinternet.com  

Mrs Fiona Corbett         phone 01750 22687     email fiona.m.corbett@live.co.uk  

Selkirk Church Office   phone 01750 20078     email  office@selkirkparish.church  

 

Our third hymn reminds us of Mary’s song of praise in which she willingly complies with the actions of 

God in her life, no matter the cost, no matter the stigma it will produce, no matter the myriad 

complications which will occur.  Her song allows us to see for ourselves the joy of responding to God in 

all circumstances in our lives. 

HYMN CH4  286   Tell out my soul 

Tell out my soul the greatness of the Lord 

Un-numbered blessings give my spirit voice 

Tender to me the promise of His word 

In God my Saviour shall my heart rejoice 

 

Tell out my soul the greatness of His name 

Make known His might the deeds His arm has done 

His mercy sure from age to age the same 

His holy name the Lord the Mighty One 
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Tell out my soul the greatness of His might 

Pow’rs and dominions lay their glory by 

Proud hearts and stubborn wills are put to flight 

The hungry fed the humble lifted high 

 

Tell out my soul the glories of His word 

Firm is His promise and His mercy sure 

Tell out my soul the greatness of the Lord 

To children’s children and for evermore 

 

BENEDICTION 

Rejoice in the presence and power of God. Be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might.  Know 

that the Lord is at hand.  Go knowing the blessing of the ever-present God Father Son and Spirit at work 

in your life and through your life today and everyday. Amen 


