
Sunday 20
th

 December The Angel with Joseph 

WELCOME 

Welcome to our service on the 4
th

 Sunday of Advent.  Hear the words of the prophet Jeremiah, “I will 

maintain my covenant with Jacob’s descendent and with my servant David. I will choose one of 

David’s descendants to rule...  I will be merciful to my people and make them prosperous again.” 

(33:26) 

We light this candle reminding ourselves of Joseph caught up in things he didn’t understand, yet willing 

to hear the voice of the angel who said, “Do not be afraid, take Mary to be your wife.” 

Lord God, give us the grace in the midst of all the upset and turmoil in which we find ourselves to 

respond with trust in you and your way. Amen 

 

Hark the glad sound the Saviour come the Saviour promised long reminds us that the promises of God 

often take centuries, even millennia to come to fruition but they always happen. 

 HYMN CH4  277    Hark the glad sound 

Hark, the glad sound! The Saviour comes, 

The Saviour promised long; 

Let every heart exult with joy, 

And every voice be song! 

 

He comes, the prisoners to relieve, 

In Satan’s bondage held; 

The gates of brass before him burst, 

The iron fetters yield. 

 

He comes, the broken hearts to bind, 

The bleeding souls to cure; 

And with the treasures of his grace 

To enrich the humble poor. 

 

The sacred year has now revolved, 

Accepted of the Lord, 

When heaven’s high promise is fulfilled, 

And Israel is restored. 

 

Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace, 

Thy welcome shall proclaim; 

And heaven’s exalted arches ring 

With thy most honoured Name. 



PRAYER OF ADORATION AND CONFESSION 

Lord Jesus, our Saviour, our hope is in you.  No one is beyond your love and saving power – we praise 

you for your willingness to come into our world, to inhabit your creation for a while.  Lord Jesus we 

praise you that in this coming you offer us new life, new hope, new peace, new joy, as you willingly 

inhabit our lives today through your Holy Spirit.  Spirit of God, come remind us once more of our Father 

God’s sacrificial love for the whole of creation. 

Lord God, whose coming we celebrate and pray for, we confess yet again that we are scarcely ready for 

your arrival.  We are singing the songs but have failed again to heed their message.  We have clung to our 

securities and failed to take a chance with you and your ways. 

We have held on tight to what we see as ours and failed so often to remember everything we have is 

yours. 

So we bring ourselves again today conscious of our failures, our hesitation, our dodgy priorities, our 

selfish ways and pray once again for your coming among us, your being at one with us, your presence as 

Saviour and Lord 

Take who we are, what we have and how we live – Please transform us.  Take what we cling to and give 

us new horizons, take what we feel we cannot do without and give us new ambitions, take our failures, 

our fears and give us new faith so that your life may be brought to birth in our time and in our place. 

In Jesus’ name we pray saying together the words he taught, Our Father who art in Heaven Hallowed be 

Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done On earth as it is in Heaven.  Give us this day our daily 

bread Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For Thine is the kingdom the power and the glory forever. Amen 

  

READING              Matthew 1:18-25                                                                   Read by John Nichol 

 

18 
This was how the birth of Jesus Christ took place. His mother Mary was engaged to Joseph, but 

before they were married, she found out that she was going to have a baby by the Holy Spirit. 
19 

Joseph 

was a man who always did what was right, but he did not want to disgrace Mary publicly; so he made 

plans to break the engagement privately. 
20 

While he was thinking about this, an angel of the Lord 

appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, descendant of David, do not be afraid to take Mary to 

be your wife. For it is by the Holy Spirit that she has conceived. 
21 

She will have a son, and you will 

name him Jesus—because he will save his people from their sins.” 

22 
Now all this happened in order to make come true what the Lord had said through the prophet, 

23 
“A 

virgin will become pregnant and have a son, and he will be called Immanuel” (which means, “God is 

with us”). 

24 
So when Joseph woke up, he married Mary, as the angel of the Lord had told him to. 

25 
But he had 

no sexual relations with her before she gave birth to her son. And Joseph named him Jesus. 

 



REFLECTION 

Meditation of Joseph                                                                                                                   Alan Jones 

I didn’t know what to think, not when she first told me – my sweet innocent Mary, pregnant!  I suppose I 

should have been angry and I was later, extremely! But that wasn’t my first reaction; it was shock, more 

like, disbelief, an inability to take it in.  You see I just couldn’t see her playing around deceiving me 

behind my back- not Mary. Other girls perhaps but she wasn’t like them. I’d have trusted her with my life 

if necessary.  So when she started chattering on about this angel. About being with child by the Holy 

Spirit do you know what?  I listened!  No honestly I really did! Maybe that does sound daft but I just 

couldn’t believe she was making it all up inventing an excuse to get her off the hook.  And let’s face it if 

it were an excuse it was a pretty lame one. I mean when did you last see an angel? Precisely!  But if I took 

it calmly at first it wasn’t long before the doubts set in the questions that couldn’t’ be answered the 

niggling doubts that wouldn't go away.  And in no time suspicion had grown into something worse – 

resentment, bitterness condemnation. 

I’d have called off the engagement there’s no doubt about that much as I liked the gift there was simply 

no way a man in my position could countenance going through with it, not if I wanted to keep any 

semblance of respectability.  She was tarnished according to the Law anyway her purity soiled and if I 

took no notice the village gossip would soon put their heads together and decided I’d done the tarnishing 

too impatient to wait until the goods has been paid for.  So that was it.  My mind was made up. It was just 

a question of finding the right words and the right time breaking it to her as gently as I could.  Only then I 

had this dream almost a vision you might say, looking back so powerfully did it speak to me.  Suddenly it 

was me not Mary that was seeing angels it was me hearing the voice of GOD instead of her and it was the 

same message the same story this child she carried born of God his gift to humankind the one who would 

at last redeem his people. 

Did I believe it?  Well I suppose I must have done in a way.  I married her after all despite the snide 

remarks the wagging tongues.  Maybe of course I wanted to marry her anyway.  Maybe I simply like the 

thought of being a dad and wanted to believe that story of hers incredible though it seemed.  To be 

truthful there were probably all kinds of reasons behind my decision yet perhaps it’s through such things 

as those our everyday thoughts and feelings just as much as through dreams and visions that God chooses 

to speak to us.  Perhaps through those most of all. 

 

Flung in at the deep end Joseph doesn’t react straight away.  For as a man of upright character he also 

is a man who considers all the possibilities.  “While thinking about this,” the story goes.  In all his 

emotional turmoil, he takes time to think about the implications for himself and for Mary.   

 

So often it’s easy isn’t it to do the first thing that comes into our heads especially when our emotions have 

been hurt, and hurt to the core of our very being.   



Public divorce was one option, with Joseph having nothing more to do with Mary.  The other option was 

to break the engagement quietly and send her away until the baby was born.  Having carefully considered 

the options he decides on the latter – why?  Because he was not just an upright man, someone who 

considered things before he acted he was a man too of great compassion.  No matter how much Mary had 

hurt him he still loved her deeply and wanted to do the best he could for her.  And so he made up his 

mind….and then fell asleep, happy that he had made the right decision with all the facts that he had 

available. 

 

His life however was going to be changed yet again, because God spoke and Joseph listened.  How often 

do we make plans however honourable and then rigidly stick to them even though something else crops 

up which puts things in a different light?  Do we listen to what God says about the trouble we are going 

through?  Do we allow him to show us how we should react?  Joseph listened all right and pretty 

astounding was the news – the baby was God’s.  The angel left specific instructions, Joseph had to marry 

Mary, and he had to name the baby Jesus – Saviour of the world. 

 

Joseph receives direction and once he hears God’s word, he is content to get on with obeying it.  It would 

appear that he never questions what God tells him to do. He simply obeys it. 

Four times in the gospels we find Joseph believing the word that he thinks the Lord is telling him - and on 

at least two occasions his obedience saves life, both his own and that of his family even if it means that 

they take on refugee status in Egypt.  As an aside we tend to forget that the Christmas family all so cuddly 

and cosy became refugees; that Jesus our Lord knew what that was like.  

 

Joseph the quiet man – you know he never speaks in the gospels, is the sort of man who waits around in 

the background, letting events transpire, thinking things through, but willing to change his mind when he 

is called upon by the Lord to make something happen that is different from his original plan. 

 

Each of us has choices to make in this life.  Sometimes these choices are forced upon us by circumstances 

out with our control.  Sometimes they have painful consequences for us - we may find ourselves being 

ridiculed, being humiliated by what others think of us.  When God asks us to choose to do things His way 

it is often not the easiest way but it will certainly be the best way.  Sometimes we will never find out why 

we’ve been asked to do a certain thing, sometimes we find out much later.  What if Mary had said no to 

the angel, what if Joseph had gone along with his original plan?  We wouldn’t be sitting here today.  

Because these two said yes to God we have the opportunity to say yes to him too.  Yes to someone loving 

us, yes to someone willing to take us with all our faults and failings and care for us.  Yes to someone who 

will direct our lives in the best way possible.  Yes to someone who will be with us every step of the way 

but who asks us to trust him. Yes to God, the God of the nativity scene, the God of the cross, the God of 

the resurrection, the God of eternity.  May he be glorified by the choices we make.  Amen  



HYMN  CH4 310   See him lying on a bed of straw 

 

See him lying on a bed of straw, a draughty stable with an open door; 

Mary cradling the babe she bore -  the Prince of glory is his name. 

O now carry me to Bethlehem, to see the Lord of love again; 

Just as poor as was the stable then, the Prince of glory when he came! 

 

Star of silver, sweep across the skies, show where Jesus in the manger lies; 

Shepherds, swiftly from your stupor rise to see the Saviour of the world! O now carry me to Bethlehem 

 

Angels, sing again the song you sang, sing the glory of God's gracious plan; 

Sing that Bethlehem's little baby can, be the Saviour of us all. O now carry me to Bethlehem 

 

Mine are riches, from your poverty, from your innocence eternity; 

Mine forgiveness by your death for me, child of sorrow for my joy. O now carry me to Bethlehem 

 

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION                                                                 read by Alison Blackadder 

 

When the world was dark and the city was quiet, you came. You crept in beside us. 

And no one knew.-  

Only the few who dared to believe that God might do something different. 

Will you do the same this Christmas Lord? 

 

Will you come into the darkness of today’s world; not the friendly darkness as when sleep rescues us 

from tiredness, but the fearful darkness in which people have stopped believing that war will end, or that 

food will come, or that a government will change, or that the Church cares? 

 

Will you come into that darkness and do something different to save your people from death and despair? 

 

Will you come into the quietness of our town and valleys, not the friendly quietness as when lovers hold 

hands but the fearful silence when the phone has not rung, the letter has not come, the friendly voice no 

longer speaks, the doctor’s face says it all? 

 

Will you come into that darkness and do something different not to distract but to embrace your people? 

 

And will you come into the dark corners and the quiet place of our lives? 

 

We ask this not because we are guilt-ridden or want to be, but because the fullness our lives long for 

depends on us being as open and vulnerable to you as you were to us, when you came wearing no more 

than nappies and trusting human hands to hold their maker. 



Will you come into our lives if we open them to you and do something different? 

 

When the world was dark and the city was quiet you came. You crept in beside us. 

Do the same this Christmas Lord.  Do the same this Christmas please. Amen 

Cloth for the Cradle Wild Goose Worship Group  2000 page 92 

 

As you will read in both Keynotes and The Hird the Kirk Sessions of Ashkirk, Ettrick and Yarrow and 

Selkirk have agreed that Ettrick and Yarrow Church should become linked with Ashkirk linked with 

Selkirk churches.  This will provide stability and security for each of the three parishes and will allow us 

to engage in Mission to our communities from a stronger base.  The congregations now have the 

opportunity to vote for or against this proposal.  More details will come early in the New Year but for 

now each Session needs to produce a list of those eligible to vote.  Those who are members will 

automatically be included.  Some of you may be regular attenders who are not members of any other 

church but who would wish to have a vote.  Others of you may be members of other churches and wish to 

transfer your membership.  The following edict tells you how this can happen. 

Notice is hereby given that in view of the anticipated vote on the Draft Basis of Linking between this 

congregations of Ettrick and Yarrow with Ashkirk linked with Selkirk the Kirk Sessions are about to make 

up an Electoral Register. This Electoral Register is a list of those who will be eligible to vote on the draft 

Basis of Linking when the time comes. If your name and current address are already on the Communion 

Roll, then you will automatically be placed upon the Electoral Register. You will need to take no further 

action. If you are a regular worshipper in any of the churches, but are still a member of another 

congregation, and you wish to participate in the vote then you should arrange to hand in to the Session 

Clerk of the church you attend, a valid Certificate of Transference before the Kirk Session meets.   If you 

are a regular worshipper here, and not a member of this or any other congregation, then the Kirk Session 

can add your name to the Electoral Register as an “adherent”. If you wish the Kirk Session to consider 

this, you should obtain a form from the Session Clerk of Ashkirk Mrs Marjory Dooley, the Session Clerk 

of Ettrick and Yarrow Mrs Nora Hunter or the Session Clerk of Selkirk Mrs Fiona Corbett.  The form 

should be completed and returned to Mrs Dooley, Mrs Hunter or Mrs Corbett by January 10
th

 2021.  The 

Kirk Sessions will meet by Zoom Ashkirk on Monday 11
th

 January, Ettrick and Yarrow on Wednesday 13
th

 

January and Selkirk on Tuesday 12
th

 January 2021 to make up the Electoral Registers for Ashkirk, Ettrick 

and Yarrow and Selkirk. 

 

Our third hymn calls us to come and behold this baby born in Bethlehem, the one who is called Christ the 

Lord 

 

 

 



HYMN  CH4  306   O come all ye faithful 

O come all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant 

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem 

Come and behold him, born the king of angels 

O come let us adore him x 3 

Christ the Lord 

 

God of God, light of light  

Lo he abhors not the virgin’s womb 

Very God, Begotten not created 

O come let us adore him x 3 

Christ the Lord 

 

Sing choirs of angels, sing in exultation 

Sing all ye citizens of heaven above 

Glory to God in the highest 

O come let us adore him x 3 

Christ the Lord 

 

Yea Lord we greet thee, born this happy morning 

Jesus to thee be glory given 

Word of the Father now in flesh appearing 

O come let us adore him x 3 

Christ the Lord 

 

BENEDICTION 

The power and peace of God’s presence fill your life and your home. 

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing 

Go, knowing the blessing of the intimate presence of the incarnate God deep within you today and 

everyday amen 

 


