
Christmas Day Celebrations 2020 

WELCOME 

Christmas 2020 will go down as one never to be forgotten for very negative yet understandable reasons. 

Christmas 2020 or so years ago changed the lives of our world forever. For the prophet Isaiah’s words 

were fulfilled – A child is born to us!  A son is given to us! And he will be our ruler. He will be called. 

“Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.  His kingdom will always be at 

peace. He will rule basing his power on right and justice from now until the end of time. (9:6-7) 

We light this candle reminding ourselves of Your Son Jesus coming into the world as Your Word for us 

for all time.   

 

When the time was right God sent the Son, sent him and suckled him reared him and risked him filled 

him with laughter tears and compassion filled him with anger love and devotion. 

Unwelcomed child, refugee and runaway, feeder and teacher healer and antagonist  

Christ is God’s own Son 

Lover of the unlovable, toucher of the untouchables forgive of the unforgivable  

Christ is God’s own Son. 

Loved by women feared by men befriended by the weak despised by the strong deserted by his listeners 

betrayer by his friends bone of our bone flesh of our flesh writing heaven’s pardon over earth’s mistakes 

Christ is God’s own Son 

The Word became flesh He came among us He was one of us. 

(Cloth for the Cradle Wild Goose Worship Resources 2000.page 91) 

 

PRAYER  

 Let us pray 

We praise you Heavenly Father for your eternal love for your creation and for each one of us within that 

creation.  Forgive us when we ignore you, forget you, deliberately turn our backs on you.  May you speak 

to us anew today as we listen and respond to the simple story of your love for us and all people.  In Jesus’ 

name we pray saying the words he taught Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 

come, your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we 

forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 

the power and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.  

 

HYMN CH4  320      Joy to the World 

Joy to the world the Lord has come let earth receive her King 

Let every heart prepare Him room 

And heaven and nature sing and heaven and nature sing  

And heaven and heaven and nature sing 

 



Joy to the earth the Saviour reigns Your sweetest songs employ 

While fields and streams and hills and plains 

Repeat the sounding joy repeat the sounding joy 

Repeat, repeat the sounding joy 

 

He rules the world with truth and grace and makes the nations prove 

The glories of His righteousness 

The wonders of His love the wonders of His love 

The wonders, the wonders of His love 

 

READING         Luke 2:1-7                                               

 At that time Emperor Augustus ordered a census to be taken throughout the Roman Empire. 
2 
When 

this first census took place, Quirinius was the governor of Syria. 
3 

Everyone, then, went to register 

himself, each to his own hometown. 

4 
Joseph went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to the town of Bethlehem in Judea, the birthplace 

of King David. Joseph went there because he was a descendant of David. 
5 

He went to register with 

Mary, who was promised in marriage to him. She was pregnant, 
6 
and while they were in Bethlehem, 

the time came for her to have her baby. 
7 

She gave birth to her first son, wrapped him in cloths and laid 

him in a manger—there was no room for them to stay in the inn. 

 

REFLECTION 

LOVE?  I wonder what relationship has disappointed you,  

Let you down   

Over turned your life in a negative way 

Violated you,  

Extinguished the energy you had for life and living 

Human relationships come and go with none satisfying fully for we live in a broken world. 

 

I wonder when you first heard the story of Christmas – the story we’ve just heard?  What did you think 

when you heard it first?  When did it begin to have personal significance for you? What is your 

experience of this story of love now?  It’s such a simple story with such far reaching consequences. 

 

JESUS GOD’S SON in LOVE – with and for God, with and for us and with and for the world. 

Leaving heaven to come into the world – into the creation that he had helped make, willing to be 

dependent on others for his life and living, 

Offering a new restored relationship with God which would satisfy people, creation fully, bringing  

Vim and vigour into our lives with the opportunity to transform every relationship we have  



Enveloped, endlessly, encapsulated in His arms – those arms that stretched wide on the cross in order that 

our wrongdoing might be forgiven, those arms that beckon us now to come and be held by him close up 

and personal.  No socially distance God here. 

 

Such a simple story, with life changing consequences for each person who has ever lived. The story of 

Christmas is part of the story of God’s plan for the world – started before the beginning of time, which 

took on special significance in a small town in Israel 2020 odd years ago.   

 

Jesus born to live, Jesus born to die, Jesus born to break the bonds of death coming back to life, in order 

that everyone might know and experience God’s love in a new way, in an endless way; our relationship 

with him which has been shattered by our sin now restored through Jesus’ death on the cross. 

 

This has been such a difficult year for all of us, but particularly difficult for some. A year with so many 

ups and downs.  A year when the world, when we ourselves need to remind ourselves of the stability that 

God offers the world and each of us within it as we turn to him – responding to his love.  Each of the 

characters in the Christmas story, from Zechariah, Elizabeth, John the Baptist, Mary, Joseph, the 

shepherds, the wise men and those on the fringe like the innkeeper had their lives changed by God’s 

message of love delivered that first Christmas.  Down through the millennia billions of people have had 

the same experience as they willingly accepted God’s love for themselves.  This Christmas we too can 

know and experience God’s love in a new way, as we put ourselves into his care. 

 

Such a simple story, such a simple action to take.  Whether for the first time or the umpteenth time let us 

allow the enormity of God’s love for us as individuals and us as a world to overwhelm us, encapsulate us, 

and encourage us to keep on keeping on, knowing that he promises to be with us and for us always and 

forever.  In this fraught and difficult time let us take courage, let us take hope from God’s message to us 

today.  Let us allow God’s love renew and refresh us as we sit in his presence then rise to live in his 

continuing presence and in doing that let us resolve to be people who share love – God’s love with those 

we meet. Amen 

 

Anger of the prophets, longing for a change. Don’t be afraid, the angels say. 

Centuries of waiting before a Christmas Day. Don’t be afraid, the angels say. 

Hallelujah, hallelujah, You’re not alone the angels say. 

Hallelujah, hallelujah, You’re not alone the angels say. 

Sharing Christmas stories, both human and divine. Don’t be afraid, the angels say. 

In the light and darkness, in our changing times. Don’t be afraid, the angels say. 

Hallelujah, hallelujah, You’re not alone the angels say.  

Hallelujah, hallelujah, You’re not alone the angels say. 

(Fischy Music 2019 from Spill the Beans Material  CCLI  600239,634212, 27185) 

 



HYMN CH4  321   Come and join the Celebration 

Come and join the celebration it's a very special day  

Come and share our jubilation there's a new king born today  

See the shepherds hurry down to Bethlehem  

Gaze in wonder at the Son of God who lay before them, 

Come and join . .  

 

Wise men journey led to worship by a star, 

Kneel in homage bringing precious gifts from lands afar so, Come and join . . . 

  

God is with us round the world the message bring, 

He is with us welcome all the bells on earth are peeling, Come and join . . . 

(Valerie Collinson © 1972 HighFye Music Ltd   CCLI  600239,634212, 27185) 

 

PRAYER   

Emmanuel God with us, with us here – the eternal God who broke and continues to break into human 

existence to transform and redeem it and us.  In the darkness of night God’s majestic glory becomes a 

vulnerable newborn baby.  The Creator of all is entirely dependent on those he has created.  Such is the 

measure of his infinite love. 

Let us pray 

Jesus - Saviour - God for us - in these Covid times when we yearn for the hug of another please come and 

bring us an experience of your love. 

Jesus - Saviour - God for us - in these Covid times when we yearn to be free to travel, remind us you 

know the restrictions we face as you faced while on earth. 

Jesus – Saviour - God for us - in these Covid times when we yearn for healing and wholeness, remind us 

of your healing presence within. 

We bring your our broken world scarred by violence, famine, selfishness and greed.  Come to the 

innocent who suffer – surround them in your arms of love as Mary cradled you.  Rock the world gently 

with love, cradle your world tenderly with love, bless us in your world kindly with love.  

We bring you our leaders the world over who need the wisdom and the direction of the wise men.  May 

each leader this Christmas reflect on the promise of your presence to guide and direct them and may your 

Holy Spirit inspire them to follow your way.  

We bring you our communities longing to be gathered together in celebration.  May each one of us, your 

people, shine like a light in the darkness of these times bringing hope to the hopeless, help to the helpless, 

joy to the sorrowful and love to those who know so little of love. 

Come, Emmanuel, God with us, help us depend on you as you depend on us. In Jesus’ name we pray 

Amen 

 



HYMN  CH4  301   Hark the herald angels sing 

Hark the herald angels sing 

Glory to the new born king 

Peace on earth and mercy mild  

God and sinners reconciled 

Joyful all ye nations rise 

Join the triumph of the skies 

With the angelic host proclaim 

Christ is born in Bethlehem 

Hark the Herald angels sing  

Glory to the newborn king 

Christ by highest heaven adored 

Christ the everlasting Lord 

Late in time behold Him come 

Offspring of a virgin’s womb 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see 

Hail the Incarnate Deity 

Pleased as man with man to dwell 

Jesus our Immanuel  

Hark the herald angels sing 

Glory to the newborn king 

Hail the heaven-born Prince of peace 

Hail the Sun of righteousness 

Light and life to all He brings 

Risen with healing in His wings 

Mild He lays His glory by 

Born that man no more may die 

Born to raise the sons of earth 

Born to give them second birth 

Hark the herald angels sing 

Glory to the newborn king 

  

BENEDICTION 

The peace and joy of Christmas fill your hearts and homes. 

Go, knowing the blessing of the intimate presence of the Holy God; Father, Son and Spirit who is with 

you and who is for you today and everyday Amen. 


