
Sunday 27
th

 December.  Good News: Joy to the World! 

WELCOME 

Welcome to our service today. As we come to the end of a year like no other let us remind ourselves of 

the promise that God made through the prophet Jeremiah, “I know the plans I have for you,” declares 

the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” (29:11) 

That was a promise to God’s special people the Israelites who ended up far from home in exile, but as the 

Word of God is living and active throughout all generations it is His Word to us today.   

 

Before we pack away our Nativity Scenes for another year let us remind ourselves that God’s Good News 

does not end at the end of Christmas but moves on through Jesus’ adult life, through His death into His 

resurrection as God’s power in and for the world becomes evident through His Holy Spirit.  We worship 

not only a baby in a manger but a man on a mission to save the world from all the wrong that happens in 

order to bring the mighty power by which God raised Jesus from death to life into our ordinary lives 

today as we place our trust in Him.  His Presence deep within us brings us motivation to live, to worship, 

to witness to the overwhelming Good News of God’s love for the whole world.  Humble shepherds were 

the first to hear the Good News; folk of little or no status in their world.  People, though, who were 

willing to go and see for themselves in order to make their own minds up.  That is all that God asks of 

each one of us. 

 

 HYMN CH4 296    While humble shepherds watched their flocks 

While humble shepherds watched their flocks in Bethlehem’s plains by night, 

An angel sent from heaven appeared, and filled the plains with light. 

 

‘Fear not’ he said, for sudden dread had seized their troubled mind; 

‘Glad tidings of great joy I bring to you and all mankind. 

 

‘To you in David’s town, this day, is born of David’s line, 

The Saviour, how is Christ the Lord; and this shall be the sign: 

 

The heavenly babe you there shall find to human view displayed, 

All meanly wrapped in swathing-bands and in a manger laid’. 

 

Thus spake the seraph; and forthwith appeared a shining throng 

Of angels praising God, and thus addressed their joyful song 

 

‘All glory be to God on high, and to the earth be peace; 

Good will is shown by heaven to men and never more shall cease’. 

 

 



PRAYER OF ADORATION AND CONFESSION 

Father  :-  In You is our birth 

                 In You is the earth 

                 In You is the eternal worth -  we bow before You 

 

Jesus  :-  In You is love so dear 

               In You salvation near 

               In You we lose our fear  - we bow before You. 

 

Spirit  :-  In You is all strong power 

               In You is every hour 

               In You our lives will flower - we bow before You. 

We confess to You Lord what we are. We are not the people we like others to think we are.  We are afraid 

to admit even to ourselves what lies in the depths of our souls.  But we do not want to hide ourselves from 

You.  Forgive us that we are so indifferent to the needs of others, for our preoccupation with material 

standards.   Forgive us for being so unsure of our good news that we are reluctant to share it. 

We bring You our thanks and praise O God Father, Son and Spirit, Three in One; You created us, You 

know us, You love us, You forgive us, You transform us.  We are ready to meet what this day brings 

because You are there to share it with us. Hallelujah!  

As you have given us so much, we in thanks and praise give what we have to help bring your kingdom in.  

Bless our giving we pray.  Yours is the power and the glory forever. In Jesus’ name we pray saying 

together the words he taught Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 

will be done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive 

those who sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the 

power and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.  
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READING      Luke 2:8-20             The Living Bible                      Read by Barbara Usher 

8 
That night some shepherds were in the fields outside the village, guarding their flocks of sheep. 

 
9 

Suddenly an angel appeared among them, and the landscape shone bright with the glory of the Lord. 

They were badly frightened, 
10 

but the angel reassured them.   “Don’t be afraid!” he said. “I bring you 

the most joyful news ever announced, and it is for everyone!  
11 

The Saviour—yes, the Messiah, the 

Lord—has been born tonight in Bethlehem!  
12 

How will you recognize him? You will find a baby 

wrapped in a blanket, lying in a manger!” 

13 
Suddenly, the angel was joined by a vast host of others—the armies of heaven—praising God: 

14 
“Glory to God in the highest heaven,” they sang, “and peace on earth for all those pleasing him.” 



15 
When this great army of angels had returned again to heaven, the shepherds said to each other, 

“Come on!  Let’s go to Bethlehem!  Let’s see this wonderful thing that has happened, which the Lord 

has told us about.”  
16 

They ran to the village and found their way to Mary and Joseph.  And there was 

the baby, lying in the manger.  
17 

The shepherds told everyone what had happened and what the angel 

had said to them about this child.  
18 

All who heard the shepherds’ story expressed astonishment, 
19 

but 

Mary quietly treasured these things in her heart and often thought about them.  
20 

Then the shepherds 

went back again to their fields and flocks, praising God for the visit of the angels, and because they 

had seen the child, just as the angel had told them. 

  

HYMN  Mission Praise 690  This child 

This child secretly comes in the night 

Oh this Child, hiding a heavenly light 

Oh this Child, coming to us like a stranger, this heavenly Child 

This Child, heaven come down now, to be with us here 

Heavenly love and mercy appear 

Softly in awe and wonder come near oh this heavenly Child 

This Child, rising on us like the sun 

Oh this child, given to light everyone 

Oh this Child, guiding our feet on the pathway, to peace on earth.  This Child, 

This Child, raising the humble and poor 

Oh this Child, making the proud ones to fall 

This Child, filling the hungry with good things, this heavenly Child.  This Child, 

Graham Kendrick  Copyright © 1988 Make Way Music, www.grahamkendrick.co.uk CCLI  600239,634212, 27185 

 

REFLECTION 

According to the Message translation, the sheepherders talked it over. “Let’s get over to Bethlehem as 

fast as we can and see for ourselves what God has revealed to us.” They left, running, and found Mary 

and Joseph, and the baby lying in the manger. Seeing was believing.  

 

The angels’ message was Good News of great Joy for all people. 

What would bring you the greatest joy today? 

What do you think would bring the greatest joy to the shepherds?  

Job security – that would be fairly high up most people’s lists.  Shepherding was a dangerous business, 

out in the wilds with only a few others with you, wild animals roaming far and near.  You remember what 

the shepherd David said when faced with Goliath – God will protect me, he’s given me skills to use to 

defend myself and my sheep.  He will give me the skill needed to kill Goliath.  And so it happened. 



In this day of Covid and Brexit uncertainty, job security is not something that is able to be promised.  Yet 

this baby in the manger, God’s Own Son, promises His presence to help and sustain us through the 

valleys and deep darknesses as well as on the mountain tops, promising the ability to journey through 

with him. 

 

Health  Outside work means good fresh air if you’re on the hills, so the shepherds would probably be 

hardy characters.  In these Covid days, outside is better than inside as we’ve been told often enough.  Yet 

still, for everyone illness happens; a result of living in a fallen world where nature is broken as well us, 

the people within nature.  Paul in Romans talks of “all creation groaning in pain like the pain of 

childbirth, as we ourselves groan while we wait for God to make us whole and set us free.” (8:23-4) 

That is a future hope, a future that the baby in the manger came to share in a very special way.  Until that 

day comes Jesus the Good Shepherd promises to be with us through the valley of the shadow of death 

.(Psalm 23:4) He has gone that way before and is ever willing to guide us through keeping us close to 

Himself all the way. 

 

Family stability would provide joy for shepherds and us alike.  In this broken world of ours there are so 

many relationship break-downs, with deep gut wrenching pain at every turn.  We would long for strong 

and permanent relationships, relationships which would provide us with a knowledge and feeling of self 

worth and security.  No relationship in this world brings us that in totality.  All our relationships provide 

glimpses of what the future might hold for us.   God says to us in Jesus’ birth, death, resurrection and in 

the giving of His Holy Spirit, I love you with an everlasting love.  You may walk away from me but I will 

never walk away from you.  Trust me and you will find new hope, new peace, deep joy through all 

aspects of your life.  Jesus the Good Shepherd says, I am for you. 

 

Settled, social status, of good standing.  Shepherds were the lowest of the low the scum of the earth, 

given no official recognition.  What joy there would be if that would change!  These men were the first to 

see Jesus and we can only imagine what happened that night.  We see a transformation though from their 

subsequent reactions.  They were given new status.  Even though they went back to their jobs, their 

humdrum life went on, they had discovered a real gem of a present.  God had given them new standing, 

new hope.  Their self worth did not depend on what other people thought of them but what God thought. 

How many people in our own world today suffer the same fate as the shepherds of Jesus’ day?  

Immigrants, refugees, innocent folk in war zones, famine areas, living under dictatorships, living, indeed 

you could hardly call it living,– existing in a hand to mouth way with little hope for the future.  Jesus the 

Good Shepherd says to them and to us, I will lead you to green pastures, to quiet pools of fresh water. 

(Ps 23:2). I will bring you back into God your Father’s presence forever.  And that will bring you joy. 

 

A world at peace with itself, climate change, fair trade, justice and fairness for all people 



The shepherds probably didn’t think too much about those things but they are high on the agenda for the 

people of our day.  Later on in Jesus’ life, he was in the synagogue and read part of a prophecy of Isaiah 

relating it to himself.  The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has chosen me to bring good news 

to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind; to set 

free the oppressed and to announce that the time has come when the Lord will save His people. (Luke 

4:18-20).  Jesus is on the case, all ready to transform the world he helped create, the world which has 

been marred by all our sin, transforming it into something new, where there will be peace, joy, love, 

equality, fairness and justice for all. 

 

The Good News that came about that first Christmas is that God depends on human beings to help him 

bring His love and His way of equality into our world.  We rightly emphasise God’s working in the 

Christmas story, but we should never forget that without human beings saying yes to Him it would not 

have come to pass. 

 

We live in very uncertain times, yet there is one certainty that will never change.  God loves us, God 

loves our world.  God has chosen us to be His children and He has chosen us, His children, to help Him 

bring His kingdom of peace, justice and fairness to fruition. 

 

We read that once the shepherds had seen for themselves, they left, telling everyone they met the Good 

News.  They had met with the living Lord and in that meeting their lives were transformed. 

They met with a baby, spending time in His presence worshiping him and allowing His presence to 

change their lives.  We 2020 years later know not only a baby.  We know a man who lived, taught, died 

and rose again.  As Risen Saviour He comes to each one of us at the end of this year saying, Come my 

child, spend time in my Presence.  Rejoice in my love for you and then go share my love with all you 

meet.  Share it in the way you live, the way you treat your fellow human beings, the way in which you 

treat the earth.   

 

That promise made so long ago – “I know the plans I have for you, plans to prosper you and not to 

harm you, plans to give you hope and a future,” took on a fresh meaning that first Christmas and takes 

on new meaning whenever one of God’s children decides to take Him at His word, trusting Him in the 

midst of darkness, confusion, unsettledness and insecurity.  May we able to say with the hymn writer, 

I do not know what lies ahead, the way I cannot see;  

yet One stands near to be my guide, He’ll show the way to me: 

I know who holds the future, and He’ll guide me with His hand; 

with God things don’t just happen, everything by Him is planned. 

So as I face tomorrow, with its problems large and small, I’ll trust the God of miracles, give to Him my 

all.                          MP 269 Eugene L Clark © 1947, 1958 Singspiration Music/Brentwood Benson Music Publishing (admin. by Copy Care)                                  

May it be so Amen. 



PRAYER OF INTERCESSION                                                                                        Fiona Corbett                  

We heard the Angels said to the Shepherds ‘Don’t be afraid, I’m bringing you Good News that is for 

everyone’ 

I would invite you during our prayer when I say ‘the Angel said’ please respond, if you would like to , by 

being an angel and saying :- “Don’t be afraid, I’m bringing you good news that is for Everyone” 

Let us Pray 

Christmas doesn’t feel much like Good News for those whose income has fallen this year, because of 

redundancy, unemployment, benefit reductions, drought or famine. God help us to give gifts that cost love 

instead of money, and not to fear the rising costs of Christmas each year or go into debt to pay for it. For 

those who are struggling , feel pressured or hard up and the families , in their arguments, praying for 

peace, may the Angel’s message be Good News. 

The Angel Said – (all) “Don’t be afraid, I’m bringing you good news that is for Everyone” 

 

Christmastime doesn’t feel much like good news for those who are who are homeless or lonely, if they 

don’t have a warm place to be or not able to have a warm welcome from those they love. 

God help those of us with houses and families to open our hearts and consider those without them, 

We thank you for Foodbank, Trussle Trust, Cyrenians and other agencies that would be happy to accept 

our donations so that the angel’s message may truly be good news for those who are homeless or lonely. 

The Angel Said, “Don’t be afraid, I’m bringing you good news that is for Everyone” 

 

Christmastime doesn’t feel much like good news for those who have left their homes, communities, towns 

and countries , fleeing from violence, war, human trafficking or terror. And still today the voices cry out. 

Christmastime doesn’t feel much like good news if you live in a tent, out in the open air and it is simply a 

time of struggling just like any other day. God, please bring hope into the uncertainty of life as a refugee. 

Help those of us who live secure lives to give what we can, via agencies like Christian Aid, to those who 

have left everything behind or have nowhere to call home, so that the angel’s message may be good news 

for those who are refugees. 

The Angel said, “Don’t be afraid, I’m bringing you good news that is for Everyone” 

 

Christmastime doesn’t feel much like good news for those who are ill or suffering. 

Thank you God, for the dedication and care of medical staff especially during this pandemic. Many of 

whom worked hard on Christmas Day just as they do on any other day. 

We know that our earthly bodies won’t last forever, but we also know that you are the God of the 

impossible, and still working modern miracles today. Please bring healing by medicine, vaccine or 

miracle, so that the Angels message may be good news for those who are sick, suffering or lonely. 

The Angel said, “Don’t be afraid, I’m bringing you good news that is for Everyone” 

 



As we approach 2021, help us Lord to be your Angels here on earth and to continue your work in 

practical ways here is Ashkirk, Ettrick and Yarrow , Selkirk, or wherever we are listening from today. 

Hear our prayers Lord. As we come into contact with friends, family or stranger let us be a listening ear, a 

friendly chat in the street, a big smile, a phone call or a knock on the door. Let’s reach out first, don’t wait 

to be asked. By doing this we are sharing God’s love, telling and showing the good news. Help us Lord , 

where we can, to be the answer to someone else’s silent prayers.  

You never know when we may be that Angel who said, ‘Don’t be afraid, I’m bringing you good news 

that IS for EVERYONE.” 

All this we ask in Jesus name,  AMEN 

                                  

HYMN CH4 300   The virgin Mary had a baby boy 

The Virgin Mary had a baby boy, the Virgin Mary had a baby boy, 

the Virgin Mary had a baby boy and they say that his name is Jesus. 

He come from the glory, he come from the glorious kingdom; 

he come from the glory, he come from the glorious kingdom. 

O yes, believer! O yes, believer!  

He come from the glory, he come from the glorious kingdom. 

  

The angels sang when the baby was born, the angels sang when the baby was born, 

the angels sang when the baby was born and they sang that his name is Jesus. 

He come from the glory, he come from the glorious kingdom; 

he come from the glory, he come from the glorious kingdom. 

O yes, believer! O yes, believer!  

He come from the glory, he come from the glorious kingdom 

 

The shepherds came where the baby was born, the shepherds came where the baby was born 

The shepherds came where the baby was born and they say that his name is Jesus. He come from... 

 West Indian carol  Reproduced from CH4 CD-ROM edition, number 300 . 

 

BENEDICTION 

The Father, who created you, calls you his beloved. 

The Christ, who redeems you, places His love deep within you 

The Spirit who enlightens you brings you hope and the joy of a new fulfilling way of living. 

Go, knowing the presence of Father Son and Spirit deep within filling your life with new purpose.  Know 

the blessing that brings you and our world today and everyday. Amen 



 


