
Sunday 10th January 2021, Jehovah Jireh – the God who provides 

 

WELCOME 

We come to worship God this morning some with great joy in our hearts, some with great sorrow and 

pain.  We come because God invites us His children to trust Him in all circumstances of our lives.  And 

so we come together, yet apart, to receive the assurance of the blessing of God’s presence with us.  The 

Apostle Paul reminds us that “No temptation has overtaken you except what is common to mankind. 

And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are 

tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can endure it.”   (1 Corinthians 10:13) 

Our God is a holy God.  His ways are not our ways but as Christians we put our faith in the fact that His 

way is the best way reminding ourselves that Jesus Himself said, “I am the way the truth and the life.”  He 

is willing to lead us into our Holy God our Father’s loving presence as we worship the One who is holy. 

 

HYMN 111 Holy, holy, holy   

Holy, holy, holy Lord God Almighty 

Early in the morning our song shall rise to Thee 

Holy, holy, holy merciful and mighty 

God in Three Persons blessed Trinity 

 

Holy, holy, holy all the saints adore Thee  

Casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea 

Cherubim and seraphim falling down before Thee 

Which wert and art and evermore shalt be 

 

Holy, holy, holy though the darkness hide Thee 

Though the eye of sinful man Thy glory may not see 

Only Thou art holy there is none beside Thee 

Perfect in power in love and purity 

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord God Almighty 

All Thy works shall praise Thy name in earth and sky and sea 

Holy, holy, holy merciful and mighty 

God in Three Person blessed Trinity 

 

PRAYER OF ADORATION AND CONFESSION 

Journeying God, we bow before you as we think of the journeys you have made in order to show us your 

love, your commitment to us your people.  You journeyed into the depth of chaos and uttered the words, 

“Let there be light,” and there it was.  Light which allowed creation to flourish, with animals and birds, 



bushes and trees, flowers and vegetables and ultimately ourselves created to be your children, created to 

be the image of you.  Oh how you loved your world and your people within your world. How you adored 

journeying into the Garden of Eden of a night, strolling with your people, enjoying the love and 

companionship which was shared. Creator God we worship and adore you. 

 

Yet the time came when that relationship was broken, shattered by our disobedience.  For our own safety 

you excluded us from your presence, yet still you looked after us and in time you made another journey 

deep into the heart of your world. 

 

Journeying God, in Jesus you came and lived among us.  You came to show us another way of living, 

inviting us to come and follow you once more.  You showed us the way of loving self sacrifice as you 

journeyed to the cross, to the grave and then beyond to new life lived forever.  Saving God we worship 

and adore you. 

 

Journeying God through your Holy Spirit today you invite us to walk your walk of faith, to put our hands 

in the hand of the one who stilled the water, to invite your Holy Spirit to help us journey as your people in 

a strange land, a journey that will one day lead us home into your loving presence forever...  How can we 

resist the pull of love which brings us close to you and yet we confess that so often we do.  Forgive us our 

lack of faith, forgive us our failure to comprehend your love, your guidance, your presence day by day.   

 

Journeying God we meet with you here inviting you to stay with us. Bring us faith enough for each day, 

bring us yourself – help us to depend on you in all circumstances of our lives, that in doing so you would 

be given the glory. In acknowledgement of our willingness to trust in you we give you our offerings of 

money, time and talents.  Please bless them and use them to bring you glory.  In Jesus name we pray 

saying together the prayer he taught, Our Father who art in Heaven Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  Forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 

kingdom the power and the glory forever. Amen 

 

READING    Genesis 22:1-14                                                                   Read by Alison Blackadder 

Some time later God tested Abraham; he called to him, “Abraham!” And Abraham answered, “Yes, 

here I am!”2 “Take your son,” God said, “your only son, Isaac, whom you love so much, and go to the 

land of Moriah. There on a mountain that I will show you, offer him as a sacrifice to me.” 

3 Early the next morning Abraham cut some wood for the sacrifice, loaded his donkey, and took Isaac 

and two servants with him. They started out for the place that God had told him about. 4 On the third 

day Abraham saw the place in the distance. 5 Then he said to the servants, “Stay here with the donkey. 

The boy and I will go over there and worship, and then we will come back to you.” 

 



6 Abraham made Isaac carry the wood for the sacrifice, and he himself carried a knife and live coals 

for starting the fire. As they walked along together, 7 Isaac spoke up, “Father!”  He answered, “Yes, 

my son?” Isaac asked, “I see that you have the coals and the wood, but where is the lamb for the 

sacrifice?” 8 Abraham answered, “God himself will provide one.” And the two of them walked on 

together. 9 When they came to the place which God had told him about, Abraham built an altar and 

arranged the wood on it. He tied up his son and placed him on the altar, on top of the wood. 10 Then he 

picked up the knife to kill him. 11 But the angel of the LORD called to him from heaven, “Abraham, 

Abraham!” He answered, “Yes, here I am.”   12 “Don't hurt the boy or do anything to him,” he said. 

“Now I know that you honour and obey God, because you have not kept back your only son from 

him.” 13 Abraham looked around and saw a ram caught in a bush by its horns. He went and got it and 

offered it as a burnt offering instead of his son. 14 Abraham named that place “The LORD Provides.” 

And even today people say, “On the LORD's mountain he provides.” 

 

HYMN 159  Lord for the years 

Lord for the years Your love has kept and guided 

Urged and inspired us cheered us on our way 

Sought us and saved us pardon’d and provided 

Lord of the years we bring our thanks today 

 

Lord for that word the word of life which fires us 

Speaks to our hearts and sets our souls ablaze 

Teaches and trains, rebukes us and inspires us 

Lord of the word receive Your people’s praise 

 

Lord for our land in this our generation 

Spirits oppressed by pleasure wealth and care 

For young and old, for commonwealth and nation 

Lord of our land be pleased to hear our prayer 

 

Lord for our world when we disown and doubt You 

Loveless in strength and comfortless in pain 

Hungry and helpless lost indeed without You 

Lord of the world we pray that Christ may reign. 

 

Lord for ourselves in living pow’r remake us 

Self on the cross and Christ upon the throne 

Past put behind us for the future take us 

Lord of our lives to live for Christ alone 



REFLECTION 

Over the next few weeks we are going to be taking a look at some of the names of God in the Old 

Testament.  Today’s one is Jehovah Jireh – the God who provides.  The God who provides but at what 

cost? 

I wonder what your thoughts are when you read this story?  As an adult I’m shocked that God would put 

someone through that and not just someone but the man he’s already promised would have descendants as 

numerous as the stars in the sky, the man who has already proved that he trusts God.  After all he left his 

country, his relatives and his family home to follow God to who knew where.  Certainly Abraham didn’t. 

Mind you that journey had its ups and downs when Abraham’s faith wavered and he took things into his 

own hands, when he decided to give God a helping hand.  Ever been in that situation yourself?  I’m 

shocked too that God would put the son through all that – what must Isaac have thought?  The son who 

God had already said would be the means of all those descendants.  

And yet I remember as a child I loved this story because it was a story of God being there, God stepping 

in, God providing. 

 

The Bible has many passages that confound us and our sensibilities; that provoke negative reactions from 

us.  Life has many passages of time which confound us and our sensibilities that have the capacity to 

provoke negative reactions from us.  Perhaps this time in our lives is one of those.  How can we live, how 

can we move forward, how can we cope with all that is happening or indeed all that is not happening.  

Perhaps the story of Abraham and Isaac is in the Bible to help us in these times.  

 

The story of Abraham and Isaac is a family story, a family story as part of God’s family, a family story as 

part of Abraham’s earthly family, the family given him by God.  As we look at it, perhaps it will help us 

in our family circumstances, both as part of God’s family and part of our own human families. 

It is first and foremost a story of faith – the faith of Abraham, the faith of Isaac and indeed I would add 

the faith of God. 

 

God calls out to Abraham and he responds – “Here I am.”  Can you think of other stories in the Bible 

where the response to God’s call is here I am or words that suggest the person is present is listening and 

willing to respond?  Let me suggest two, the old priest Eli suggested to Samuel that he say, “Speak Lord 

I’m listening,” when God next called Samuel’s name.  When God called out to Isaiah asking, “Who will I 

send,” Isaiah’s response was “Here I am, I will go, send me.”  Those responses took both of them into 

journeys that they could not have dreamt of journeys that they didn’t know where they would lead.  

Journeys of ups and downs, but journeys of God being present, providing what was needed. 

We’re not told what Abraham thought about the command to take Isaac and offer him as a sacrifice. This 

was something common in the pagan world of his day – other gods would ask for the sacrifice of a child 

and parents would respond in order to show their devotion.  Did Abraham think obedience would prove 



his devotion to those around him as well as to God?  What turmoil did he go through, what sleepless night 

did he spend worrying and wondering as any human father would?  We’re not told any of that. 

 

 What we are told is that he obeyed.  And in the obeying come glimmers of another journey that would 

take place many hundreds of years later as another father allowed his son to be sacrificed on wood.  

 

Abraham’s complete trust and faith in God is seen in what he says to his servants, “Stay here...the boy 

and I will go over there to worship and then WE will come back to you.” Whatever was to happen on the 

mountain, Abraham trusted that God would keep Isaac alive (even if he died and had to be resurrected 

from the dead).  

 Abraham never wavered in his belief that God would provide all that was necessary. All that was asked 

of Abraham was complete obedience.   

At the very last minute – God’s timing is impeccable even if it is heart stopping for us – God calls again, 

“Abraham, Abraham” and again Abraham’s response is, “Here I am.”  The sacrificial lamb is provided, 

the worship is given and then the promise from God, similar to the one already given him – his 

descendents would be as numerous as the stars in the sky or the grains of sand on the seashore. 

 

Isaac too must have had faith.  He was after all a teenager and most teenagers aren’t known for their 

obedience to parents!  Yet he willingly went along with his father to worship, he evidently willingly 

allowed himself to be tied on top of the wood which would become the fire, he willingly believed his dad 

when he said that God would provide the sacrifice.  Isaac had faith in his earthly father as well as his 

heavenly father.  Obedient even to death.  Another glimmer of a story that would unfold hundreds of 

years later. 

 

God himself had faith in Abraham and Isaac. Why else would he lead them into this test?  Peter much 

later tells us that tests of faith and suffering a part of living the Christian life and will produce purity and 

a deepening faith. (1 Peter 1:7) And Paul too in Romans 5:3 -5 says much the same thing.  I wonder if 

you parents have ever let, indeed led, your child do something which might have mixed results but if done 

correctly would produce learning, maturity, strength, endurance and indeed a closer relationship with 

yourself?  If you have then you have put your faith in your child to do the right thing. 

 

As I was beginning to think about this sermon my daily reading was from Matthew’s gospel where God 

led Jesus into the wilderness to be tested.  Again God had faith in his son Jesus that His actions would 

bring a deeper understanding of the temptations all his children face and would provide us children with a 

way of coping with those temptations.  Jesus used the Bible as a way to counter the devil’s promises.  The 

invitation is for us to do the same.  There was also the time when God led his special people the Israelites 

into the desert allowing them to wander for 40 years in order to produce a deepening relationship, 

commitment and obedience. 



 

I wonder where you are in your walk of faith.  Perhaps you are on a mountain top as God is very close to 

you.  You have known his provision over the last year and it is then perhaps easy to trust that he will 

provide for the coming year.  Or are you more like Abraham being tested and tested to the very limits. 

God has faith in you.  God loves you and promises never to leave you.  Paul tells us that God will never 

let us be tested more than we are capable of enduring with God’s help.  In our weakness we find God’s 

strength. (1 Corinthians 10:13, 2 Corinthians 12:9)) 

 

God the provider but at what cost?  The cost of being misunderstood, the cost of allowing His Son Jesus 

to go all the way to the cross, that we his children might find new life, new hope, new provision, new 

continuous companionship and love in his presence.  Another of my daily readings this week started with 

inviting us to think about Jesus coming to stay in our lives – what would that mean for you?  How would 

that change the way you live your life?   

 

That is the promise of Jehovah Jireh, God the provider – his presence with us always.  That is something 

to thank him for.  That comfort, strength, hope and love is something too for us to share with our friends, 

neighbours and all we meet this coming year as He invites us to become providers of Good News too. 

Amen 

 

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION                                                                                   Barbara Usher 

Thank you God, our Father who knows our need before we even ask, that you are God the Provider.  Give 

us the faith of Abraham, in these difficult days, to trust you to provide for all eventualities of life, at the 

point of need.  May we encourage others by showing the faith of Abraham, his assurance in light of your 

promises, that our future is secure in you; let us have courage, and focus on being faithful to your call.   

God of Light, ruler of Light and Dark, we can trust in you, that with every day’s distance from the Winter 

Solstice, the light of the sun begins to slowly overcome the darkness.  Great Light, may the Divine Love 

and Light fill us, so that we may overflow from us to others.  Increase our capacity to love, so that 

Christ’s Light increases within us.   

Gracious Provider, you give us many good things and cause to celebrate.  Remind us to praise you for 

your provision in the past, by wearing ‘the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit’. Help us to share in 

your work of provision, by supplying others with materials – both spiritual and physical - which sustain 

and encourage them. 

God of Light, ruler of Light and Dark, we pray for those places within our world which are in darkness in 

some way, whether through human action or natural means.  Help us to walk in your ways so that we can 

play our part in righteous living, as you work within us to increase the light to its full brightness. Hold us 

fast in this present darkness, that we may be the fire on a hilltop in this dark time.  We lift to you those 

suffering the darkness of persecution, illness, bereavement, poverty, overwork, lack of work, and neglect 



of relation. We grieve at the ignorance which has led to polluted seas, poisoned atmosphere, misuse and 

greed, at arrogant exploitation and indifference to consequences.  

Have mercy on us Lord. Hold us in your light; hold us in your love.  

God of Light, ruler of Light and Dark, we pray for those places within our local community which are in 

darkness in some way, whether through actions of local people or broader governmental decisions.  Lend 

your strength to those working in the community, to bring people together and make peace, to heal the 

sick, in body and mind, and to make our communities safe places to live, for all of God’s creatures.  Lend 

your strength to those ministering at the chalk face in the NHS, and those in need of ministration. Lend 

your strength to those striving to deliver quality education to the nation’s young, and the students of all 

ages whose learning is disrupted, and especially those who are isolated from their peers.   

Have mercy on us Lord. Hold us in your light; hold us in your love.  

God of Light, Ruler of Light and Dark, we pray for the world-wide  Church, and all ecumenical and inter-

faith initiatives. We pray for those in positions of leadership within our church, giving thanks for the 

ministry of Margaret, uphold and support her in her care for the parish, and in her recreation.  Uphold the 

innovative leadership of Moderator Martin Fair, those working quietly in the background in the joining of 

our local churches together, the various church groups on Zoom, and all who build up our common life.  

Have mercy on us Lord. Hold us in your light; hold us in your love.  

Closing  - Divine Love, we would ask for help to be like Abraham, not yielding to despair and doubt, but 

to trust that your kingdom will come about, and your will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Saturate us 

with your agape love, so that we may reflect your love and light with all that we are from the core of our 

being and the heart of who we are, out into every word that we speak and action that we do.  Amen 

 

Introduction to 3rd hymn and notice of Voting Procedure 

You will remember from Keynotes, The Hird and hearing the invitations I gave on Sundays 13th and 20th 

December that the Electoral Registers of each congregations are being drawn up.  Each Kirk Session will 

attest them this week.  If you want to know that your name is on the register, then please phone your 

Session Clerk.  The reason for drawing these up is so that the congregations can progress to voting either 

in favour or against the linking Ettrick and Yarrow with the already linked Ashkirk and Selkirk.  Letters 

will be posted out to each household on Monday 18th January with a letter explaining the process and 

giving details of the draft basis of linking.  Each of the Kirk Sessions has voted in favour of this linking in 

order to provide stability and strength for the future.  Neither Ashkirk and Selkirk, nor Ettrick and Yarrow 

will be in a position to call a minister of their own in the future but together we will.  Already we have 

been working together very well, with the different gifts and talents from each congregation bringing new 

life to our worship and mission.  My hope and prayer is that you will decide to vote for the linking.   We 

sang Lord for the years your love has kept and guided us – I believe he is guiding us into this new future 

together. 

 



Our final hymn is one which reminds us of the way in which Jesus comes to be with us through all the 

storms of our lives as well as in the good and joy filled times.  How sweet the name of Jesus sounds – the 

words are old, the tune is newer. 

 

HYMN   How sweet the name of Jesus sounds (Chris Bowater)  

How sweet the name of Jesus sounds in a believer’s ear 

It soothes his sorrows heals his wounds and drives away his fear 

It makes the wounded spirit whole and calms the troubled breast 

‘Tis manna to the hungry soul and to the weary rest and to the weary rest 

 

Dear name the rock on which I build my shield and hiding place 

My never failing treasury filled with boundless stores of grace 

Jesus my Shepherd Husband friend my Prophet Priest and King 

My Lord my Life my Way my end accept the praise I  bring accept the praise I bring 

 

Weak is the effort of my heart and cold my warmest thought 

But when I see Thee as Thou art I’ll praise Thee as I ought 

Till then I would Thy love proclaim with every fleeting breath 

And may the music of Thy Name refresh my soul in death refresh my soul in death 

(John Newton (Adpt. Lucy Bunce) This version © 2005 Kevin Mayhew Ltd  CCLI  600239,634212, 27185) 

 

BENEDICTION 

The Father, who created you, is with you 

The Son, who redeemed you, is with you 

The Spirit, who strengthens you, is with you 

The Holy Three enfold you. 

Go, knowing the eternal presence of Almighty God blessing your life today and everyday, Amen. 

 


