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Sunday 14th March 2021 The Heart of the Matter: The Loving Heart 

WELCOME 

Welcome to this service of worship.  From our separate places God through His Holy Spirit gathers us 

together in order that He and we might enjoy worshipping the One who has loved us from the first of time 

and promises to love us to the last.  Indeed His promise is that He has known and loved us before we were 

created in our mother’s womb and He will continue to love us once our earthly life is over.  Why can I 

say that? Listen to what Paul says in Ephesians2 1-6 It wasn’t so long ago that you were mired in that old 

stagnant life of sin. You let the world, which doesn’t know the first thing about living, tell you how to 

live. You filled your lungs with polluted unbelief, and then exhaled disobedience. We all did it, all of us 

doing what we felt like doing, when we felt like doing it, all of us in the same boat. It’s a wonder God 

didn’t lose his temper and do away with the whole lot of us. Instead, immense in mercy and with an 

incredible love, he embraced us. He took our sin-dead lives and made us alive in Christ Jesus. He did 

all this on his own, with no help from us! Then he picked us up and set us down in highest heaven in 

company with Jesus, our Messiah.  Now God has us where he wants us, with all the time in this world 

and the next to shower grace and kindness in Christ Jesus. Saving is all his idea, and all his work. All 

we do is trust him enough to let him do it. It’s God’s gift from start to finish!  

This Lord of all being that is throned afar yet to each loving heart so near, so central, so intimate. He 

knows us far better than anyone else for he is the one who has created us.  We worship Him the Lord of 

all being yet the centre of our souls. 
 

 HYMN     125 Lord of all being                                                                    Anne and David Bethune 

Lord of all being throned afar, Thy glory flames from sun and star 

Centre and soul of every sphere, yet to each loving heart how near. 
 

Sun of our life thy quickening ray, sheds on our path the glow of day 

Star of our hope thy softened light cheers the long watches of the night 
 

Our midnight is thy smile withdrawn, our noontide is thy gracious dawn 

Our rainbow arch thy mercy's sign all save the clouds of sin are thine 
 

Lord of all life below above whose light is truth whose warmth is love 

Before thy ever blazing throne we ask no lustre of our own 
 

Grant us thy truth to make us free and kindling hearts that burn for thee 

Till all thy living altars claim one holy light one heavenly flame 
Oliver Wendell Holmes (1809–1894)  Reproduced from CH4 CD-ROM edition, number 125 
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PRAYER OF ADORATION AND CONFESSION 

Almighty Father, we Your children come to sing Your praises this morning.  You are God and Lord over 

all and when we think of You we find it hard to put into words the love that we have for You.  Your 

whole being causes us to sing for joy.  You are Holy and righteous, a God who is all powerful and 

majestic in all His ways.  You are the one true God, the God above all other gods, the God who has 

created all things, the God who has the universe in His care.  We marvel at the care You show to us.  We 

are Your people and in the great scheme of things we are but a very small part and yet You have shown 

us such consistent love throughout the years.  For this we bring You our praise and the adoration of our 

hearts. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ You are part of the love that God has for us, because You did indeed come to show us 

the love of God.  In the midst of Your everyday life we see God’s love at work, the way you met with 

people, the way You touched their lives, shows us God’s concern for us.  In Your teaching too we see the 

love of God at work.  But most supremely Jesus it is Your death on the cross which shows us the love that 

God has for us because it allows us direct access to our God Himself without hindrance from anything 

else.  For this we praise You.    
 

 Holy Spirit, You have been present since the beginning of time.  You have caused us to see God’s power 

at work in the world.  The Bible tells us that when we can find no words of our own to express our 

feelings then You speak to God on our behalf.  You are active in our lives, opening our minds to the 

knowledge of the love that God has for us and showing us how to open our hearts to receive that love.  

For this we praise You. 
 

Father, Son and Spirit, Your love beckons each one of us.  Deep within us we hear Your call and we long 

to respond to it and yet so often things get in the way.  We fail to find time to be with You alone, there is 

always something else which must be done.  We fail to give You top priority in our lives, in the way that 

we live, in the decisions that we take.  We go our own way, even when we know that it is contrary to 

what You want.  Knowing the love which You have for us should make us eager to help others, caring for 

them in practical ways and sharing with them Your message of love, and yet so often we walk by on the 

other side. We see all of this in ourselves and we seem helpless to stop it and to change.  All we can do is 

bow before You in sorrow and ask You to forgive us.  It is You alone who can renew us and we ask that 

as we leave here, we will be changed people, willing to let our lives be governed by You.  We 

acknowledge that the amazing thing about Your love is that You do forgive.  For this we praise You.  All 

praise and honour be to You O Lord most High... In Jesus’ name we pray saying together the words he 

taught 

Our Father who art in Heaven Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as 

it is in Heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  Lead 
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us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory 

forever. Amen 

 

READING                John 3:13-21                                                   Read by Elizabeth Davidson  
13-15 “No one has ever gone up into the presence of God except the One who came down from that 

Presence, the Son of Man. In the same way that Moses lifted the serpent in the desert so people could 

have something to see and then believe, it is necessary for the Son of Man to be lifted up—and 

everyone who looks up to him, trusting and expectant, will gain a real life, eternal life. 
16-18 “This is how much God loved the world: He gave his Son, his one and only Son. And this is why: 

so that no one need be destroyed; by believing in him, anyone can have a whole and lasting life. God 

didn’t go to all the trouble of sending his Son merely to point an accusing finger, telling the world how 

bad it was. He came to help, to put the world right again. Anyone who trusts in him is acquitted; 

anyone who refuses to trust him has long since been under the death sentence without knowing it. And 

why? Because of that person’s failure to believe in the one-of-a-kind Son of God when introduced to 

him. 19-21 “This is the crisis we’re in: God-light streamed into the world, but men and women 

everywhere ran for the darkness. They went for the darkness because they were not really interested in 

pleasing God. Everyone who makes a practice of doing evil, addicted to denial and illusion, hates God-

light and won’t come near it, fearing a painful exposure. But anyone working and living in truth and 

reality welcomes God-light so the work can be seen for the God-work it is.” 
 

REFLECTION 

I wonder from which version of the Bible you learned the most famous verse?  John 3:16 is universally 

recognised as being the one verse that most people know. For me a child of the 70’s it was the RSV.  For 

God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but 

have eternal life. 

The Christian God is first and foremost the God whose character is love. The story of the Bible from the 

beginning to end, from Genesis to Revelation is the story of how God’s  love has created His worl, how 

God’s love sustains His world how God’s love chooses people to be part of His world.  He loves you, me, 

all creation.  The word used for world is kosmos – everyone and everything is included. He loves His 

world uniquely.  The Jews had problems with that for they thought they were the special people of God.  

And they were but not to the exclusion of other.  I wonder if you know what the central chapter of the 

Bible is, the story of God’s love from beginning to end?  Well in the King James Version it is Psalm 117 

which says, Praise God all peoples. His love for us is strong and His faithfulness is eternal. 
 

I wonder - have you ever thought of yourself as a masterpiece?  Treasured, priceless.  That's what the 

Bible tells us we are.  Artists, writers, sculptors etc will tell you that often the biggest part of the creative 

process is thinking through the plan, the idea, the plot.  God's masterpiece - you and me thought about 
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since before the beginning of the world. Ephesians 1:4 Just imagine that for a minute.  You are that 

special to God - chosen to be His, the creator of the universe has chosen you, chosen you to be His child, 

chosen you to be cradled in his arms, cuddled close to his heart.  Chosen you to be a toddler, with the 

temper tantrums of the terrible twos, with the inquisitive inquiries of your independent nature beginning 

to show through, chosen to be youngsters, forging ahead, falling, failing, following, chosen you to be 

adults with your own mind with your own heart with your own will; God longing that you accept him as 

Father, as creator - longing that your heart will beat to the beat of his heart through faith, through willing 

acceptance and not through slavery, not because he forces you, chosen you in old age, with faltering 

footsteps and failing health to acknowledge your utter dependence on the One who made you. 

You are God's masterpiece, created by Him. Masterpiece of the creator of the universe - prized, unique, 

priceless. 
 

And yet I suspect we don’t feel like that.  We are all too aware of our faults and failings, our grubbiness, 

perhaps we feel like the masterpiece hidden in the loft for years and years, layers of grime and dust hiding 

its true potential.  We're aware how much we have fallen.   

I wonder how many times in your life you have muttered the two most destructive words in the English 

language – IF ONLY.  I’m sure each one of us has, perhaps many times.  That’s because we are fallen 

people.  We try so hard to be good people and fail on a regular basis.  Paul uses two words for sin in this 

passage.  One is translated as missing the mark.  In the days before Health and Safety came to the fore as 

a young leader at an SU camp I was detailed to teach archery – me who’d never held a bow or arrow 

before!  I had one half hour session before the campers arrived to perfect my technique.  Imagine my glee 

when I hit the bull’s eye with the first shot! That was the one and only time it has ever happened!! All too 

often the arrow strayed from even hitting the target.  I missed the mark – not deliberately in fact in spite 

of all my efforts.  That’s what the Bible calls sin.  The other word Paul uses is one which is translated as 

straying from the path – knowing the boundary but choosing to go over it, or perhaps being too concerned 

with other things and tripping over it almost without realising.   

IF ONLY we’d been able to hit the mark, stop ourselves from going deliberately over the edge. Instead 

we wail with Paul, “I know the good I want to do but can’t seem to do it.”  We are fallen people –yet still 

the masterpiece that God created.   

IF ONLY may be the two most destructive words in our language but there are two most constructive 

words that each one of us needs to hear time and time again 

BUT GOD – He is the only one who can help us.  We don’t have the capacity or the ability to put 

ourselves together again.  There is one who knows us so well because He is the one who created us who 

is able  to help us - God himself and we find in our reading today that not only is He able, He has a heart 

full of love for us that stirs Him into action.  BUT GOD – his mercy so abundant, his love so exceptional 

that He does 3 things for us 

a) He bring us new life.  New life with a new purpose. 
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b) He raises us up with Jesus to rule with him in the heavenly world.  Wow that is some statement but 

that is His promise to us – one day as we put our trust in what Jesus has done for us we fill find 

ourselves in heaven with Him. That’s for the future but for the present we’re told 

c) He has created for us a life of good deeds - deeds which he has already decided upon.  Deeds for the 

here and now. Deeds which are our response to God’s love for us. Deeds which allow us to share 

God’s love with those we meet.  Deeds which allow us to care for his creation.                                 
 

God allows Jesus His Son to come to die, to rise again in order that He might bring us this new life, this 

new promise, this new purpose.  It can’t be found anywhere else.  Jesus is the only way for our broken 

lives to be renewed and restored.   

For in union, in partnership with him he promises to clear our debts - our sins, our faults, our failings.  

His death allows us to stand before God as a renewed masterpiece because Christ makes us whole. 

As we trust him, as we allow him control of our lives, his blood shed for us, peels away the layers of 

grime and dust and the true original masterpiece begins to shine through. Doesn't that excite you, thrill 

you, encourage you. 

Christ the healer promises to pick up the broken shards of our lives and make them beautiful once more.   

I don’t know if any of you have been to the Royal Palace in Tehran – I suspect not but if you have you 

will know that it is breathtakingly beautiful.  You step through the door to be surrounded by millions of 

pieces of glittering sparkling glass. It appears as if the domed ceiling, the walls and the columns are 

covered with diamonds.  They are not – they are covered with small pieces of mirrors, their edges 

reflecting the light, making a prism and sparkling like a rainbow. 

Mirrors had been ordered, mirrors came through the door.  Mirrors were broken and shattered. And they 

thought about putting them all in the bin. But then someone had the idea of plastering all the broken 

pieces all round and this breathtakingly beautiful masterpiece is there for all to see.   

It seems to me that something similar is happening in our reading today.  The Bible tells us that we were 

once perfect, but we got all smashed up, our priorities became all wrong.  It would have been easy for 

God to say, let’s forget it and put us in the bin so to speak.  He didn’t however; when we were spiritually 

dead, all smashed up, he brought us to life again in Jesus.  And we are now beautiful people because we 

have Jesus living in us.  Do you feel beautiful?  Probably not, but trusting in Jesus makes us sparkle like 

diamonds. Verse 10 says God has made us what we are, and in union with Jesus he has created us for a 

life of good deed – deeds which sparkle like diamonds.  And the best bit of it all is that he has already 

given us all that we need to do these deeds.  

Our lives, our broken, shattered lives reflect God's love, God's care, God's forgiveness, God's healing and 

restoration when we allow Jesus’ life, death and resurrection to become part of, to be united with our 

lives.   

You are God's masterpiece - uniquely made.  Thank him, praise him for making you, you.  Then go into 

God’s world to share His love with all you meet, care for His world with His love in your heart. 
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HYMN 396 And can it be 

And can it be that I should gain an interest in the Saviour’s blood 

Died He for me who caused His pain for me who Him to death pursued 

Amazing love how can it be that Thou my God shouldst die for me x 2 
 

He left His Father’s throne above so free so infinite His grace 

Emptied Himself of all but love and bled for Adam’s helpless race 

‘Tis mercy all immense and free for O my God it found out me x 2 
 

No condemnation now I dread, Jesus and all in Him is mine 

Alive in Him my living Head and clothed in righteousness divine 

Bold I approach the eternal throne and claim the crown through Christ my own x 2 

 

‘Tis mystery all the Immortal dies, who can explore His strange design? 

In vain the first born seraph dies, to sound the depths of love divine! 

‘Tis mercy all let earth adore! Let angel minds inquire no more x2 
 

Long my imprisoned spirit lay, fast bound in sin and nature’s night 

Thine eye diffused a quickening ray I woke the dungeon flamed with light 

My chains fell off my heart was free I rose went forth and followed Thee x 2 
 

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION                                                                             David Dalglish                           
 

Introduction to 3rd hymn 

With the overwhelmingly positive vote to link Ettrick and Yarrow with the already linked Ashkirk and 

Selkirk this now goes to Presbytery.  Members of the congregation are invited to attend this meeting on 

Tuesday March 23rd at 7 pm by Zoom.  You will see the formal citation which is attached to the email and 

is on the websites.  Please let me know if you would like to attend then I can let you have the Zoom link. 

God longs that we dance to the beat of His heart in order to follow His way.  We invite Him to teach this 

dance 

HYMN   Teach me to dance to the beat of His heart 

(words omitted for copyright reasons) 

  
  

BENEDICTION 

The love of the Father enfold you, the love of the Son uphold you, the love of the Spirit guide you. 

Go knowing the blessing of the Intimate Presence of the Holy God at work in your life and through 

you life today and everyday. Amen 


