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Sunday 7
th

 March 2021 The heart of the matter – the wise heart. 

WELCOME 

Welcome to worship today.  We frequently discover that God’s ways are not our ways yet He calls us to 

follow Him.  Let us see what the Psalmist says of how we know the ways of God. 

19 
1-2 

God’s glory is on tour in the skies,   God-craft on exhibit across the horizon.  Madame Day holds 

classes every morning,   Professor Night lectures each evening. 
6 

That’s how God’s Word vaults across 

the skies   from sunrise to sunset, melting ice, scorching deserts, warming hearts to faith. 
7-9 

The 

revelation of GOD is whole   and pulls our lives together. The signposts of GOD are clear    and point out 

the right road. The life-maps of GOD are right,   showing the way to joy. The directions of GOD are plain 

and easy on the eyes. GOD’s reputation is twenty-four-carat gold,   with a lifetime guarantee.  

The decisions of GOD are accurate down to the nth degree. 
10 

God’s Word is better than a diamond, 

    better than a diamond set between emeralds. 
11-14 

There’s more: God’s Word warns us of danger 

  and directs us to hidden treasure. Otherwise how will we find our way?   Clean the slate, God, so we 

can start the day fresh!     Keep me from stupid sins;  from thinking I can take over your work; then I 

can start this day sun-washed,  scrubbed clean of the grime of sin. 

We get to know God’s Word through Jesus His Son the Word made flesh.  He is the One who can make 

sense of our lives and so we worship Him, the One whose name is Emmanuel God with us, or Christ, the 

God who saves us, or King of all creation. 

 HYMN 481 Jesus is the name we honour                                                        Myra and Rod Ward 

Jesus is the name we honour, Jesus is the name we praise 

Majestic Name above all other names The highest heav’n and earth proclaim 

That Jesus is our God 

We will glorify, we will lift Him high, we will give Him honour and praise x2 

 

Jesus is the name we worship, Jesus is the name we trust 

He is the King above all other kings let all creation stand and sing 

That Jesus is our God.  We will glorify . . . 

 

Jesus is the Father’s splendour, Jesus is the Father’s joy 

He will return to reign in majesty and ev’ry eye at last will see 

That Jesus is our God . We will glorify . . . 

Phil Lawson-Johnston  Reproduced from CH4 CD-ROM edition, number 481 Words and Music: © 1991, Thankyou Music.  Administered (UK and Europe) by 

kingswaysongs.com <tym@kingsway.co.uk>.  Remaining territories administered by worshiptogether.com songs.  Used by permission 

 

PRAYER OF ADORATION AND CONFESSION 

Creator God because you make all that draws forth our praise and the forms in which to express it, we 

praise you. 
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Because you make artists of us all awakening courage to look again at what is taken for granted, grace to 

share these insights with others, vision to reveal the future already in being we praise you. 

For your Word among us and in your great work you embrace all human experience, even death itself, 

inspiring our resurrection song we praise you, for yours is the glory. 

God, creator, sustainer, new life giver, we praise you yet at the same time we acknowledge the weakness 

of our spirits to follow in your ways.  We come humbly seeking your forgiveness, opening ourselves to 

your Holy Spirit in order that we might receive the blessing of your presence guiding us in our daily lives.  

Father God you have given us all that we have and all that we are.  Please accept the gifts of money which 

we make.  Use them to bring your Kingdom here on earth.  We give you ourselves – please use us in the 

ways you see fit.  In Jesus’ name we pray saying together the prayer he taught, Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name,  your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our 

daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and 

deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.  

 

READING   1 Corinthians 1:18-31                                                    Read by Fan Heafield 

 The Message that points to Christ on the Cross seems like sheer silliness to those hellbent on 

destruction, but for those on the way of salvation it makes perfect sense. This is the way God works, 

and most powerfully as it turns out. It’s written, I’ll turn conventional wisdom on its head, I’ll expose 

so-called experts as shams. 

So where can you find someone truly wise, truly educated, truly intelligent in this day and age? Hasn’t 

God exposed it all as pretentious nonsense? Since the world in all its fancy wisdom never had a clue 

when it came to knowing God, God in his wisdom took delight in using what the world considered 

stupid—preaching, of all things!—to bring those who trust him into the way of salvation. 

 

While Jews clamour for miraculous demonstrations and Greeks go in for philosophical wisdom, we go 

right on proclaiming Christ, the Crucified. Jews treat this like an anti-miracle—and Greeks pass it off 

as absurd. But to us who are personally called by God himself—both Jews and Greeks—Christ is 

God’s ultimate miracle and wisdom all wrapped up in one. Human wisdom is so cheap, so impotent, 

next to the seeming absurdity of God. Human strength can’t begin to compete with God’s “weakness.” 

 

Take a good look, friends, at who you were when you got called into this life. I don’t see many of “the 

brightest and the best” among you, not many influential, not many from high-society families. Isn’t it 

obvious that God deliberately chose men and women that the culture overlooks and exploits and 

abuses, chose these “nobodies” to expose the hollow pretensions of the “somebodies”? That makes it 

quite clear that none of you can get by with blowing your own horn before God. Everything that we 

have—right thinking and right living, a clean slate and a fresh start—comes from God by way of Jesus 

Christ. That’s why we have the saying, “If you’re going to blow a horn, blow a trumpet for God.” 
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REFLECTION 

I’ve some questions for you – perhaps you’d like to pause the video between each one to give you time to 

think of your answers. Who do you think of as wise? A friend, someone in your family, one of your 

teachers, a world leader or who? 

If you could only use one word to describe the Christian faith which word would you use?  

What symbol of the Christian faith means the most to you?   

If you’re watching with someone you might like to have a discussion about your answers. 

 

I wonder if any of you used the word wise.  I suspect not, yet the word for the reflection today would be 

wise.  Perhaps you used the word love, commitment, grace or mercy.  Perhaps you thought of the cross or 

the empty tomb. Or perhaps you had others. 

 

Psalm 19 talks about God’s nature and the way in which we can see His nature as we look at His creation. 

Creation shows us God’s consistency, power, energy, creativity and so much more.  It shows an inbuilt 

rhythm to life – the sun rising in the east setting in the west.  It suggests that the laws of nature underpin 

all that happens in the world.  And it is all God’s doing – we may wish hard for the sun to rise but we 

can’t make it happen! 

The Psalmist then goes on to say that just as the laws of nature govern our world so the commands that 

God has given His people should do the same bringing order and rhythm to their lives. The law of the 

Lord is perfect, bringing strength, power, energy, consistency, creativity and wisdom. 

 

Yet God is the God who broke into His creation in a very specific way – Jesus came into the world as a 

human being in order to show us in a new way what God’s love can and will do for each person in 

creation who turns to Him.  Yet he does it in a way that most would consider so unwise.  Jesus the 

Saviour, Jesus the One who went to the cross; suffering torture, death, abandonment. 

The Jews wanted signs, miracles – proof.  Not for them a Messiah who was hung on a tree – indeed that 

could never be, for cursed is the man hanged on the tree, cursed of God, the book of Deuteronomy tells 

them  No, no Messiah could ever be someone who was tortured, despised, derided, and dead. 

The Greeks wanted a God who did not suffer.  How can it be that a god can suffer?  After all their gods 

were apathetic gods – apathetic in the literal sense of the word – not able to feel, no happiness, no joy, no 

pain, and definitely no suffering.  Why?  If people were able to cause suffering and pain to a god then 

they had to be superior to that god – and then he wasn’t a god at all, they’d say. 

Wisdom for the Jews required a victorious Messiah one who came to rule in power and might. 

Wisdom for the Greeks required a god who had no feeling whatsoever.   

And so this Jesus, this Christ, who died on the tree – could never be Saviour of the world 

And yet what is it that Paul says, by means of the so called “foolish” message, God decided to save those 

who believe.  For the cross, the tree of death was not the end, but only the beginning.  God’s way turning 
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the world’s way upside down.  God’s way  of  bringing hope to you and to me and to the world: for God 

purposely chose what the world considers nonsense in order to shame the wise and he chose what the 

world considers weak in order to shame the powerful.  Jesus took on himself the punishment we deserve – 

spiritual death is the result of our sin. Yet by his going to his death he allowed for the possibility of new 

life as he broke the power spiritual death had over Him coming back like the rising sun to bring hope of 

life lived in God’s loving Presence forever to you and to me. He broke the power that spiritual death has 

over us as we put our trust in Him.  What seems to be God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom 

and what seems to be God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 

 

How then can we as Christians have wise hearts? 

Our readings suggest two ways a) look to creation and see God at work. Acknowledge that the one who 

has created the universe, who has set the stars in space, who has set the order for the sun to rise in the east 

and set in the west day after day is also the one who has given his created children rules to live by, 

commands to be obeyed, commands that are trustworthy and bring wisdom. 

The book of Ecclesiastes tells us that there is a time for everything and God has made everything to suit 

its time.  A wise heart seeks out this message and then applies it to life, because according to the 

Chambers Dictionary wisdom is the ability to make right use of knowledge. 

Someone has said “Never mistake knowledge for wisdom. One helps you make a living; the other helps 

you make a life.”  

b) Take time to realise that Christianity is first and foremost a religion of relationship.  The relationship 

comes first and then our response to that relationship is to follow the rules set by our God.  The rules that 

Jesus summed up in one word LOVE.  Love God and love your neighbour.  The cross has the vertical 

dimension to remind us of the God human relationship, the horizontal strut to remind us of the human, 

human relationship.   

 

Think about the apostle Paul.  Here was a guy who knew all about the commands of God, someone who 

had been well trained by the best Jewish teacher of that day, Gamaliel. Paul became very zealous for the 

traditions, the teachings, of his people. He was a Pharisee. His zealous commitment to the study of the 

Old Testament laws was the reason for his persecution of Christians.  Yet, when he met with Jesus on that 

road to Damascus his whole life turned around – he came to realise that what was important to God was 

not outward religious activity, not knowledge, but a relationship. Jesus, coming into Paul’s world, Paul’s 

life and making a difference.   

 

The wise heart is a heart which is affected by the reality of the living Jesus and the difference that his 

living can make to our living. The Pharisees tied themselves in knots about how to obey God and missed 

Jesus saying, “Come to me and experience God’s love in your life.”  So many people today miss out on 

the living Jesus because they are too caught up in the everyday activities of life – the rhythm of their own 
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lives that preclude the life changing power of God.  Once our relationship with God is restored through 

Jesus’ death on the cross then our desire to follow God’s way grows. 

 

The wise heart is also a heart which is affected by the dying Jesus. And that is what neither the Jews nor 

the Greeks could fathom.  They had hearts and minds which were fixed in narrow grooves of their 

tradition, their learning.  Paul encourages his listeners to take a look at a different way.  Jesus, the 

suffering Messiah, took God’s curse on himself when he died on the tree – all so that we who believe 

might have life, new life, our sins forgiven, the barrier between God and ourselves broken forever. 

 

The wisdom of God and the wise heart of the Christian believes that God’s love is for you for me and for 

the whole world. With all our faults and failings with all our great creativity and progress.  As we live our 

lives with God’s wisdom in our hearts we show our world a better way of living, a better way of loving.  

For some that will seem foolishness; for others they will see the wisdom of our ways and wish to respond. 

 

Let me finish with this poem by Helen Steiner Rice quoted in her book Remembering with Love.   

Ponder the words for they are for you today and every day. 

 

It’s amazing and incredible, but it’s as true as it can be 

God loves and understands us all and that means YOU and ME –  

His grace is all sufficient for both the YOUNG and OLD 

For the lonely and the timid, for the brash and for the bold. 

His love knows no exceptions, so never feel excluded  

No matter WHO or WHAT you are – your name has been included –   

And no matter what your past has been, trust God to understand 

And no matter what your problem is just place it in His Hand –  

For in all of our UNLOVELINESS this GREAT GOD LOVES US STILL 

He loved us since the world began and what’s more HE ALWAYS WILL! 

 

The Cross, the symbol of God’s overwhelming love.  Foolish to those bent on destruction, but showing 

God’s wise power to those who are being saved. 

 

HYMN 397 In the cross of Christ I glory 

In the cross of Christ I glory, towering o’er the wrecks of time; 

all the light of sacred story gathers round its head sublime. 

 

When the woes of life o’ertake me, hopes deceive and fears annoy, 

never shall the cross forsake me; lo! it glows with peace and joy. 
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When the sun of bliss is beaming, light and love upon my way, 

from the cross the radiance streaming adds more lustre to the day. 

 

Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure, by the cross are sanctified; 

peace is there  that knows no measure, joys that through all time abide. 

John Bowring (1792–1872)  Reproduced from CH4 CD-ROM edition, number 397 . 

 

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION                                                                                        Elissa Jones 

 

As we bring our prayers of intercession let us focus us hearts on the heart of God. 

Let us pray together.... 

Heavenly Father we bring you our prayers for the world - not our world but yours - created in diversity 

and balance for the delight of creatures in their variety and purpose and placed in the care and 

stewardship of humans. 

Your world not ours, not full of ‘ other people’ but full of Your people. 

 

Father God - as we see night turn to day without interruption we are reminded of your constancy and 

power. Your heart is for this world and your people and we ask now that you clarify in our minds and fill 

our hearts with the same love and care for the planet and its populations. 

 

Each day brings a chance for a fresh start, a change of our hearts and new opportunities. 

Help us each to be part of a movement to bring ‘Welfare’ to all so everyone can fare well and share 

equally in access to clean water, food and clean unpolluted air. Show us ways to fight for the right of 

everyone to medical treatment and how to encourage the eradication of diseases which diminish life 

opportunities. 

 

Help us to be active workers, not just paying lip service to concepts. Do not shelter us  but expose us to 

the needs of others so we are moved to action. Empower us individually and collectively to show Your 

heart to the world following the example of Your son Jesus and by the power of Your Holy Spirit. 

Amen 

HYMN 561 Blessed Assurance   

Blessed assurance Jesus in mine O what a foretaste of glory divine 

Heir of salvation, purchase of God  born of the Spirit washed in His blood 

This is my story this is my song praising my Saviour all the day long 

 

Perfect submission perfect delight visions of rapture burst on my sight 

Angels descending bring from above echoes of mercy whispers of love …  

This is my story . . . 
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Perfect submission all is at rest I in my Saviour am happy and blest 

watching and waiting looking above filled with his goodness lost in his love… 

This is my story . . . 

Frances (Fanny) Jane Crosby (1820–1915)  Reproduced from CH4 CD-ROM edition, number 561  

 

BENEDICTION 

God give you grace to do His will 

Christ lead you into the ways of truth 

The Holy Spirit guide you in all your dealings 

Go knowing the blessing of the Presence of Almighty God leading you into His wise ways today and 

everyday. Amen 


