
CCLI: (A)  600239, (E&Y) 634212, (S) 27185  One License: (A) A738334,  (E&Y) A 738278. (S) A-738322 

 

Sunday 11th April 

WELCOME 

I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence cometh my help? 

My help cometh from the LORD, who made heaven and earth. 
 

 HYMN 405    “We sing the praise of Him who died.”  

We sing the praise of him who died 

Of him who died upon the cross 

The sinner's hope let men deride 

For this we count the world but loss 
 

Inscribed upon the cross we see 

In shining letters God is love 

He bears our sins upon the tree 

He brings us mercy from above 
 

The cross it takes our guilt away 

It holds the fainting spirit up 

It cheers with hope the gloomy day 

And sweetens every bitter cup 
 

It makes the coward spirit brave 

And nerves the feeble arm for fight 

It takes its terror from the grave 

And gilds the bed of death with light 
 

The balm of life the cure of woe 

The measure and the pledge of love 

The sinner's refuge here below 

The angels theme in heaven above 

 

To Christ, who won for sinners grace 

By bitter grief and anguish sore, 

Be praise from all the ransomed race, 

Forever and forevermore. 
Thomas Kelly (1769-1855) 
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PRAYER OF ADORATION AND CONFESSION 

Our Father who art in Heaven Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done On earth as 

it is in Heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. Lead us 

not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom the power and the glory forever. 

Amen 
 

READING        Luke 24:13-35                                                                          Read by Tracy Brown 
13 On that same day two of Jesus' followers were going to a village named Emmaus, about seven miles 

from Jerusalem, 14 and they were talking to each other about all the things that had happened. 15 As 

they talked and discussed, Jesus himself drew near and walked along with them; 16 they saw him, but 

somehow did not recognize him. 17 Jesus said to them, “What are you talking about to each other, as 

you walk along?” They stood still, with sad faces. 18 One of them, named Cleopas, asked him, “Are you 

the only visitor in Jerusalem who doesn't know the things that have been happening there these last 

few days?” 
19 “What things?” he asked. “The things that happened to Jesus of Nazareth,” they answered. “This 

man was a prophet and was considered by God and by all the people to be powerful in everything he 

said and did. 20 Our chief priests and rulers handed him over to be sentenced to death, and he was 

crucified. 21 And we had hoped that he would be the one who was going to set Israel free! Besides all 

that, this is now the third day since it happened. 22 Some of the women of our group surprised us; they 

went at dawn to the tomb, 23 but could not find his body. They came back saying they had seen a vision 

of angels who told them that he is alive. 24 Some of our group went to the tomb and found it exactly as 

the women had said, but they did not see him.” 25 Then Jesus said to them, “How foolish you are, how 

slow you are to believe everything the prophets said! 
 

 

REFLECTION Luke 24:13-35.  Rev. Jim Wallace 

 
21 we had hoped that he would be the one who was going to set Israel free! 

In Luke’s Gospel chapter 7 verses 18-23 John the Baptist, in prison sends two of his disciples to ask Jesus, 

“Are you the one who is to come, or should we expect someone else?” Now, as John tells us in John 1;29 

he had identified Jesus as the “one who is to come” from the beginning so why now ask this question? 

People believed that the Messiah would be in the line of David, a warrior King who would set his people 

free and make his nation great again but there was no freedom for John in the prison and facing death while 

Jesus going around talking about birds and seeds, ploughing and harvesting. John had staked his whole life 

preparing the way for “the one who was to come” but if it all ends in death was it all for nothing? Has it all 

been an empty promise and a wasted life?  
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We can feel his pain, his desolation and disappointment. “Are you the one who is to come, or should we 

expect someone else?” 

As the two disciples of Jesus made their way over the Roman road that took them from Jerusalem over the 

hill down to the village of Emmaus this was precisely what troubled them so deeply, “they crucified him 

but we had hoped that he was the one who was going to redeem Israel”. This was not the Messiah they’d 

hoped for. His crucifixion and death did not fulfil their expectations, hopes and dreams. 

While they walked they were joined by what seemed to them a stranger and this encounter with Jesus on 

the Road to Emmaus presents us with fascinating questions. Why didn’t they recognise him at once having 

been in close company with him for so long? What did He tell them as they talked on the road and why did 

the breaking of the bread open their eyes?  

As they walked wondering about the events of the day no doubt their heads would be down, their thoughts 

jumbled and their conversation deep and some have tried to explain their failure to recognise Him in human 

terms. It’s not difficult, the last thing you would expect is for someone you watched die, horribly and 

painfully on a Cross to then walk with you along the road a couple of days later but the Scripture tells us 

much more: 16 they were kept from recognizing him.   

There is a mystery here. It is as if a veil is drawn over their eyes and we can only suppose that God in his 

mercy has done this to them.  The penny is not allowed to drop, as it were. Their minds are clouded and 

they can’t see through the fog. 

Sometimes this “fog” is of our own making. We simply can’t accept what God is telling us or revealing to 

us so we try to get round it or muddy the waters until we can’t see what’s plainly before us. Public opinion 

changes with the wind. What’s acceptable one day is not acceptable on another and the church has failed 

so often to challenge people in the way Jesus did. It is so much easier to go with the flow. Sin can cloud 

our minds and warp our judgment. We see what we want to see.  

This is something a little different however because the text is quite clear, God KEPT them from 

understanding.  We feel uncomfortable with this kind of thing but the truth is that there are times when we 

are so determined on our own way, so unchangeable and intractable in our behaviour that God says, “OK, 

nothing will change you so I will leave you alone. You’re never going to listen and you will find your 

reasons and hold to your own ideas and ways so I will hold back the vision.” 

Now isn’t this what was happening in the minds of Cleopas and his companion as it can happen to any of 

us in the face of God’s glory and Christ’s sacrifice? 

25He said to them, “How foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have 

spoken! 26Did not the Christ have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?” 

 



CCLI: (A)  600239, (E&Y) 634212, (S) 27185  One License: (A) A738334,  (E&Y) A 738278. (S) A-738322 

 

Part of their problem was that their understanding of who the Messiah was and what He would come to do 

was the same as John the Baptist. He was to be a warrior King who would win victory after victory, get rid 

of the Romans not die a shameful death a their hands, crucified for all to see and mock and spit on or pass 

by. 

Jesus has to take them through the Old Testament patiently and carefully to show them that of course the 

Messiah would suffer and die. John the Baptist who had identified Jesus as, “the lamb of God who takes 

away the sin of the world” right from the very beginning had failed to join up the dots as it were, to grasp 

the clear significance of those words and sadly neither had Jesus’ disciples. 

It’s not that they didn’t know. They were able to recount the facts to this “stranger” “This man was a 

prophet and was considered by God and by all the people to be powerful in everything he said and 

did. 20 Our chief priests and rulers handed him over to be sentenced to death, and he was crucified.  

Surely most of us could do that. We have been taught from earliest days and still, in spite of widespread 

ignorance about the things of God around us, you could go out on the street and find a dozen folk who 

could tell you these facts. It was the implications they found so hard to accept and the veil that was drawn 

over their minds had to be torn asunder, a veil that held back the light of God’s truth which when drawn 

aside like the bedroom curtains on one of these lovely sunny mornings allows the brightness of the sun to 

flood in and fill the room. They had linked the Messiah with the warrior King but not the Passover lamb, 

a life given for them to set them free.  

They had not linked the Messiah with the sacrificial lamb who would carry their sin and bring forgiveness 

and peace. John would walk that same path and that was his calling as the forerunner preparing the way. 

Far from being a mark of failure it would be the Gospel of Salvation to all who would receive it. 

Wouldn’t you just love to have listened to Jesus explaining all this from the scriptures? Now that would 

be a sermon to stir your heart and yet the promise of the Holy Spirit is that we can and should experience 

something of this every time we gather around God’s word. I can’t understand when people say church is 

boring.  OK maybe it is down to us ministers and some are more inspiring than others but this is a two 

way street.  If our hearts don’t burn within us when the Scriptures are explained concerning Jesus we need 

to examine ourselves. Is this something we want to hear, that we are ready to hear, that we are hungry to 

hear?   

Have we come before God today pleading with him to speak to our hearts or do we just think, “Oh, he’s 

going on a bit!” Of course with some preachers it doesn’t take long before you feel they’ve already gone 

on too long and there will be times when the workmanship is poor but as the great Baptist Missionary 

George Boardman said “The world is dying for want, not of good preaching, but of good hearing” and 

John Wesley said “If you want revival, build a fire in the pulpit”  It must be a two way street: “How 

foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! 
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Do you want to meet with the living God today? Do you want to hear Him speak to your heart? It’s His 

promise to you, not mine!   

The Cross is so hard to accept, the prospect of realising our human sin and helplessness, turning round and 

relinquishing your heart and your mind to Him is what our stubborn human minds will simply not allow us 

to do. It is so hard it’s like a death, dying to self so that we can be born anew in Him.  

We want the superhero who will win the day and give us all we want and not the lamb slain for us, His life 

in place of ours, His sacrifice offered up for us that we might be set free. As the hymn puts it,  

“ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, who like me His praise should sing?” 

Although their minds were veiled they invited the stranger to stay with them and to break the bread and 

pray as was the custom. By God’s grace the simple sign of the breaking of the bread lifted the veil from 

their eyes and they were able to see.   

The sacraments; Lord’s Supper and Baptism too still have the power to do that for us by the Holy Spirit 

because in simple signs we know the presence of God with us in our Lord Jesus. When we break the 

bread and share wine it’s no academic exercise, no theatre drama acted out before our eyes but the 

receiving of the blessing to ourselves; “Taste and see that the Lord is good.” “It is for you that the 

saviour died.” 

No one can do this for you, it’s personal. You can’t eat and drink for someone else or think that what they 

eat will do you good. In the same way you can only receive the Lord Jesus for yourself, recognise him 

and proclaim Him King in your own heart and it was in this spirit that the two disciples hurried back to 

Jerusalem full of the wonder of the Risen Lord Jesus. 

It would be wonderful if in these weeks after Easter, reflecting on the joy of the risen Jesus we could hurry 

home today full of the wonder of it, with His words ringing in our ears and our hearts burning within us: 

saying, “It is true! The Lord has risen.  

 

HYMN MP 1000 “King of Kings” 

King of kings, majesty, 

God of Heaven living in me, 

gentle Saviour, closest friend, 

strong deliverer, beginning and end, 

all within me falls at your throne. 

Your majesty, I can but bow. 

I lay my all before you now. 

In royal robes I don’t deserve 

I live to serve your majesty. 
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Earth and Heaven worship you, 

love eternal, faithful and true, 

who bought the nations, ransomed souls, 

brought this sinner near to your throne; 

all within me cries out in praise. 

Your majesty, I can but bow 

I lay my all before you now. 

In royal robes I don’t deserve 

I live to serve your majesty.  Repeat Chorus 

Jarrod Cooper © 1998 Sovereign Lifestyle Music  Kevin Mayhew Publishers Buxhall, Stowmarket, Suffolk, IP14 3BW  

 

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION                                                                              Read by Jane Telfer     

Our loving Heavenly Father, in these dark days of pandemic, of lock down, isolation and trial we give 

you thanks that in the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ you have shone the light of your 

love into the world to dispel the darkness of sin, the darkness of despair and the darkness of death and 

You have brought to us the joy of sins forgiven, of certain hope and eternal life in your name. How 

boundless is your love to us and how great is your salvation in the risen Christ our Lord.   
 

We pray for those who are suffering today all over the world; in Yemen struggling in the devastation of 

war, in Nigeria where young girls have been kidnapped from their schools and forced into slavery, in 

Syria where refugee camps overflow and young children find themselves all alone and in Kenya where 

locusts devour the crops and leave families hungry.  Lord we cry out to you for all who are hungry, 

homeless, bereaved or anxious in these days that you may grant them peace. Bless those Aid agencies 

seeking to bring help and peacemakers seeking to broker an end to hostilities. May the political leaders 

bring pressure to bear on opposing factions to end the suffering and set the prisoners free. 
 

We pray for our own land, for our Queen and Royal Family, our Prime Minister and those who serve in 

government and opposition, for our Scottish Parliament and the upcoming elections and for local 

councillors. We remember those who serve us daily in the Health and Social Services, who keep us safe 

in the emergency services, and those who work in shops, tourism, farming and the essential, everyday 

tasks we so easily take for granted. 

 

We pray for any whom we know who may be sorrowing today in bereavement or loss, in troubled or 

anxious times.  May your comfort, peace and strength be with each one. All these our prayers we bring to 

you through Jesus Christ our risen Lord. AMEN 
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HYMN  153  “Great is thy faithfulness” 

Great is Thy Faithfulness O God my Father 

There is no shadow of turning with Thee 

Thou changest not Thy compassions they fail not 

As Thou has been Thou for ever wilt be 

Great is Thy faithfulness, Great is Thy faithfulness 

Morning by morning new mercies I see 

All I have needed Thy hand has provided 

Great is Thy faithfulness Lord unto me 
 

Summer and winter and spring-time and harvest 

Sun, moon and stars in their courses above 

Join with all nature in manifold witness 

To Thy great faithfulness mercy and love Great is Thy faithfulness . . . 
 

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth 

Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide 

Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow 

Blessings all mine with ten thousand beside   Great is Thy faithfulness . . . 
Thomas O Chisholm (1866 -1960) 

 

BENEDICTION 

 


