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Sunday 25th April 2021 John 10:10-18 Jesus, the Good Shepherd 

WELCOME 

We come to worship today knowing the God we worship tells us that He, in Jesus, came that we may 

have life, and have it abundantly. John 10:10 NRSV  Created by God for this fully satisfying life we 

worship the One who was and is and is to come, the One who offers us His intimate holy Presence with 

us every minute of our lives.  Jesus there at the creation of the world, Jesus the One who entered into 

creation for a particular period  of time, Jesus the One who sends the Holy Spirit to be our guide, our 

comforter, our challenger, our constant companion.  Jesus; who is the Word of God the Father. 

 HYMN     You’re the Word of God the Father 

Words omitted for copyright reasons 

Keith Getty & Stuart Townend Copyright © 2003 Thankyou Music(PRS) adm worldwide at CapitolCMGPublishing.com excluding Europe which is adm 

by Integritymusic.com 
 

PRAYER OF ADORATION AND CONFESSION 

Holy and Almighty God we bow in worship before you this morning – the God who gets his hands dirty, 

the God who comes into our world in order to remind us of who you are and what you can do for us.  

Your love for us is so strong.  Your care for us so powerful.  We are reminded of your creative and re-

creative power as we look at the trees, their exquisite beauty beginning to bud once more, new shoots, 

new greenery transforming the world from the bleak, baldness of winter. 

Your coming in Jesus brings new life, new colour, fresh energy to our world.  Yet all too often we neglect 

you and your ways, we find things to do that take us away from your presence.  We stray, often 

unconsciously, ever further from you until we find it difficult to hear your voice calling us to come home, 

calling us to come into your safe secure arms once more, to be reassured by your heart beating close to 

ours.  Forgive us we pray. 

Look for us Lord, when we are on the edge, vulnerable and afraid. Search for us Lord, when we are 

beyond the pale lonely and fearful. Find us Lord, when we have wandered far from home, isolated and rejected.  

Help us to hear your voice saying, “I your God like a good shepherd have known you from the beginning of your 

time.  I hear your cry, I run to meet you as you return to me.  The tree of defeat has become the tree of glory.  

Where life was lost life has been restored.  Christ is risen Hallelujah.”  As a token of our willingness to follow you 

we give you our offering of time talents and money. Please use them and us to bring your kingdom here on earth. 

We pray in Jesus name saying the prayer he taught, Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your 

kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 

sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For 

the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.  
 

READING        John 10:11-18                                                                       Read by Nora Hunter 
11 “I am the good shepherd, who is willing to die for the sheep. 12 When the hired man, who is not a 

shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees a wolf coming, he leaves the sheep and runs away; so the 
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wolf snatches the sheep and scatters them. 13 The hired man runs away because he is only a hired man 

and does not care about the sheep. 14-15 I am the good shepherd. As the Father knows me and I know 

the Father, in the same way I know my sheep and they know me. And I am willing to die for 

them. 16 There are other sheep which belong to me that are not in this sheep pen. I must bring them, 

too; they will listen to my voice, and they will become[a] one flock with one shepherd. 17 “The Father 

loves me because I am willing to give up my life, in order that I may receive it back again. 18 No one 

takes my life away from me. I give it up of my own free will. I have the right to give it up, and I have 

the right to take it back. This is what my Father has commanded me to do.” 
 

REFLECTION 

How appropriate for this time of year – the message of the Shepherd looking after his sheep.  Many of 

you in the Valleys will be or have been very hard at work lambing.  There is certainly a lot of lambs 

frolicking around the fields at present.  Those of us who have never worked as shepherd farmers do not 

know the back breaking, sweat inducing, sleep depriving, all consuming, totally exhausting work that 

goes in to both lambing and then keeping them all safe.  There is one who does know though – Jesus 

Christ the Good Shepherd.   
 

Life in all its fullness – mentioned in the welcome comes at great, sacrificial cost. 
 

It’s a passage most of us will be familiar with; a passage which speaks of great suffering in order to 

provide salvation, security and nurture. 

What a wonderful picture we have – the intimate, perfect, powerfully creative love of God as Father and 

Son spilling over into creation, inviting creation and we as part of that creation to join in that saving, 

whole making, unifying love.  From lives that have been shattered, comes the possibility of renewal, 

completeness, fulfilment.  All because the Father loves the Son, the Son loves the Father and both Father 

and Son love creation and each one of us uniquely as part of that creation.  Take a moment to ponder that 

and what that means in your life at present.   
 

“Through many dangers toils and snares we have already come,” goes the hymn.  Dangers from things 

happening to us that are outwith our control – I’m sure you can all think of many.  Toils and snares, 

perhaps more to do with how we choose to live. Traps which we fall into or deliberately walk into and 

find we can’t get out ourselves.  We can’t save ourselves.  Like the many who come to grief on the 

mountains we need someone to come in and rescue us.  Toils and snares of our own making can leave us 

feeling so guilty, so worthless and yet the Good News of Jesus is that He loves us no matter what we’ve 

done,  and as importantly no matter what we’ve had done to us.  His love is a healing love, a compelling 

love, a love which brings wholeness, completeness, fulfilment like no other can. A life changing, life 

enhancing love for ALL.  Jesus the Good Shepherd sticks by us no matter the threat, no matter the cost 

for He has already suffered for us in order that we might live and love in a new way.  Here is the Saviour 
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who is willing to be here for us today just as He was willing to die for us back in the day so that we might 

know God’s loving presence here now and on into the future.. 

That presence which as the Good Shepherd brings us security and nurture. The passage talks about other 

sheep not of this fold and the way in which the Good Shepherd goes out to bring them in. That is the folk 

not the Israelites but the Gentiles, so that is all people for all time in all places are the flock that the Good 

shepherd looks after.  Bringing them in, in the words of the 23rd Psalm to green pastures, quiet waters, 

refreshing our souls, guiding us along the right paths, even through the darkest valley of death.  Allowing 

us to follow Him and His ways.  I wonder have you noticed that this security comes through remaining in 

close proximity to the Shepherd.  Close enough to hear His voice, speaking to us.  A voice which over 

time becomes so familiar. When I phone my sister and she isn’t in I leave a message on the answering 

machine which goes something like – Hi it’s me.  I don’t have to spell out who me is as she recognises 

my voice after a life time of hearing it!   

Jesus the Good Shepherd speaks to us in many different ways: through a voice we hear in our conscience, 

through words from the Bible which leap out at us or at least cause us to pause and think, through other 

Christians and indeed through anyone. Man cannot live by bread alone but by every word that proceeds 

from the mouth of the Lord goes the chorus and the Bible verse.  Listening for the voice of the Good 

Shepherd will bring us nurture for the way in which we should go. 

The more we listen, the more we respond, the closer will be our relationship with the Good Shepherd. 
 

Of course the Good Shepherd is also our role model for how we live our lives as Christians helping us 

discover the right way to act in our society, the way in which we bring folk the message of the Good 

News of Jesus’ love, the way in which we nurture those who do come in. 

We have a dual role – we are called to be like sheep and follow the master and what is that if it is not that 

we must also become shepherds.  After all most of God’s dealings with people in the early days were with 

shepherds.  Think of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses too was a shepherd for a while, and David of course.   

How should we emulate our Master?  

1 Peter 5:2-3 

Be shepherds of God's flock that is under your care, serving as overseers--not because you must, 

but because you are willing, as God wants you to be; not greedy for money, but eager to serve; not 

lording it over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock.  And when the Chief 

Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that will never fade away. 

Let us remind ourselves of the task that we face as shepherds of God’s people here in 2021.   

The shepherd calls his flock by name and they respond to his own distinctive voice.  How good are we at 

knowing people’s names – you know yourself how nice it is to be recognised and named.   

The shepherd’s call is very distinctive.  In this world of so many voices are we distinctive enough or are 

our voices drowned out along with the many others? A challenge. 
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Ezekiel 20:37 has God saying, “I will take note of you as you pass under my rod, and I will bring 

you into the bond of the covenant.” 

The shepherd examines each of his sheep every night to make sure that there are no problems.  He heals 

their wounds, he makes them whole and he reminds them that they are not alone.  What about the 

practical care that we give our neighbours, our friends, our families, our communities, our world?  What 

about our church family?  Do we know folk well enough to notice when there is something wrong, are we 

close enough to them to offer help where needed? 

The shepherd takes the sheep from where they are? He goes out to them to bring them in.  Are we so 

concerned with where we are and where we want to go that we are in danger of leaving others behind?  

He knows the strengths and weaknesses of all who are in His care and so does not push anyone beyond 

their limit.  Yet he does use encouragement when needed to get them going in the right direction.  He of 

course goes on in front but his sling comes in very handy – one stone from his sling can land in front of 

the sheep’s nose and it is warned from going in the direction it is facing. 

The shepherd is willing to fight battles, to die for his sheep.  What are we willing to sacrifice so that 

others might find the love of the Good Shepherd?   

And of course the shepherd leads his flock to the best green pasture, the freshest water supply allowing 

them plenty of time to eat and drink all they need.   
 

I wonder if like me you have been challenged by some of the questions if not all of them.  We try, we fail, 

because not only are we shepherds we are sheep too.  Perhaps we fail because we have not allowed 

ourselves to be shepherded.  We learn from the example of the Good Shepherd and we can only learn 

from him when we experience his loving care in our own lives.  And so let us put ourselves in the hands 

of the master shepherd and let him lead us to our green pastures, the quiet waters, let us be willing to bleat 

when we need help!  Let us allow Jesus to restore our soul in order that we might live for Him here in the 

21st century. I’m going to use a meditation that I’ve used before – take time to allow the words to speak to 

your soul. Be refreshed, be renewed. 

The Lord’s my shepherd – that’s relationship 

I shall not want – that’s supply 

He makes me to lie down in green pastures – that’s rest 

He leads me beside still waters – that’s refreshment 

He restores my soul – that’s healing 

He leads me in paths of righteousness – that’s guidance 

For His name sake – that’s purpose 

Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death - that’s challenge 

I will fear no evil – that’s assurance 

For you are with me – that’s faithfulness 

Your rod and staff they comfort me – that’s shelter 
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You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies – that’s hope 

You anoint my head with oil – that’s consecration 

My cup runs over – that’s abundance 

Surely goodness and mercy will follow me all the days of my life – that’s  blessing 

And I will dwell in God’s house – that’s security 

Forever – that’s eternity 

Amen 
 

HYMN MP1008  The Lord’s my shepherd/I’ll trust in you  
Words omitted for copyright reasons 
 

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION                                                                     Read by Marjory Dooley                                                         

Shepherding God, as you lead us to green pastures and quiet waters you invite us to lead others to you 

too. Come please hear our prayers for the world, our communities, our families and friends. 

From Myanmar, Beijing, to Russia and beyond peoples’ lives are determined, in part, by the cruelty of 

corruption, greed, poor leadership.                            Shepherding God come bring your example to bear. 
 

Your wisdom provides places of security and nurture as you lead people towards yourself.  We pray for 

our Governments, our Queen as they strive to provide rules for living that bring our countries stability and 

sustainability.  As the election draws nearer be with those who seek to share their message.  May their 

messages be clearly stated.  As parties disagree with others’ policies may those disagreements be seen to 

be courteous and not personal.                                    Shepherding God, direct their words and their ways. 
 

In this world of so much suffering we pray too for all who are affluent, comfortable, warm and cared for, 

who do not care: for those who know what they should do but do not bother, for those who close their 

eyes and minds; and those who simply find other people’s troubles and needs a cross they do not wish to 

bear.                  Shepherding God bring them your compassion and willingness to put others before self. 

We pray for those who do care: those who accept the pain and disturbance that knowledge brings but do 

not see what they can do, those whose consciences are hurt, who want to help, but cannot see how.                    

                                               Shepherding God open their eyes and their hearts to see what can be done. 

We pray for all who do care: those who are willing to go the extra mile time and again often at cost in so 

many ways, for those who go where trouble, pain and poverty are, risking life and limb, facing danger 

and fear.                                                        Shepherding God bring them your strength and your stamina. 
 

Our churches – your church - Shepherding God needs your discernment, your stamina, your willingness 

to put others first.  In all the different denominations we ask for your Presence to guide and direct.  We 

pray for ourselves, Ashkirk, Ettrick & Yarrow and Selkirk as we move forward in the linking process.  

Guide every step we take.  Stop us from straying from you and your way.  We pray for our brothers and 
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sisters in the Baptist Church, the Catholic Church and the Episcopal Church as they seek to share the 

message of your Good News in their own contexts.  Thank you for the way in which we can work 

together for your glory.                                             Shepherding God bring us renewal and refreshment. 
 

We bring your our communities, our families and friends. In the silence we lift up to you those we know 

most in need of your tender, loving, intimate, shepherding today.  Come please bring them all that they 

need.    SILENCE 

Thank you Shepherding God for being there for us – may we know ever more deeply your life changing 

love in our lives in order that we might grow closer to you so that we have the strength to go out to serve 

you.  In Jesus name we pray Amen.  

 

HYMN   The King of love 

The king of love my shepherd is, whose goodness faileth never 

I nothing lack if I am his and He is mine for ever 
 

Where streams of living water flow  my ransomed soul He leadeth 

And where the verdant pastures grow with food celestial feedeth 
 

Perverse and foolish oft I strayed but yet in love He sought me 

And on His shoulder gently laid and home rejoicing brought me 
 

In death's dark vale I fear no ill with Thee dear Lord beside me 

Thy rod and staff my comfort still Thy cross before to guide me 

 

Thou spread'st a table in my sight Thy unction grace bestoweth 

And O what wonder and delight from Thy pure chalice floweth 
 

And so through all the length of days Thy goodness faileth never 

Good Shepherd may I sing Thy praise within Thy house forever 
 

BENEDICTION Good Shepherd be over me to shelter me, under me to uphold me, behind me to direct 

me, before me to lead me, about me to protect me, ever with me to save me, above me to lift me and bring 

me to the green pasture of eternal life.  Go knowing the blessing of the Presence of Almighty God Father 

Son and Spirit in your life today and always, Amen. 

 

 


