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Sunday 2nd May 2021 John 15:1-8 Jesus the true vine 

WELCOME 

The Psalmist says, Psalm 22: 27 All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD; and all 

the families of the nations shall worship before him. 28 For dominion belongs to the LORD,  and he 

rules over the nations. 

What a picture of the life to come!  What a hope!  What encouragement as we wait in the desert times of 

wondering when.  Our God is a God who keeps His promises.  He is the One who invites us in to His 

Presence to help us keep on keeping on.  We come to worship the Lord in the beauty of His holiness. 
 

 HYMN  201  Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness 

Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness 

Bow down before him his glory proclaim 

Gold of obedience and incense of lowliness 

Bring and adore him the Lord is his Name 
 

Low at his feet lay thy burden of carefulness 

High on his heart he will bear it for thee 

Comfort thy sorrows and answer thy prayerfulness 

Guiding thy steps as may best for thee be 
 

Fear not to enter his courts in the slenderness 

Of the poor wealth thou canst reckon as thine 

Truth in its beauty and love in its tenderness 

These are the offerings to lay on his shrine 
 

These though we bring them in trembling and fearfulness 

He will accept for the Name that is dear 

Mornings of joy give for evenings of tearfulness 

Trust for our trembling and hope for our fear 
 

Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness 

Bow down before him his glory proclaim 

Gold of obedience and incense of lowliness 

Bring and adore him the Lord is his Name 

John Samuel Bewley Monsell (1811-1875) 

 

PRAYER OF ADORATION AND CONFESSION 

God our Father you are greater than anything we can imagine, more wonderful than  our deepest joy, 

more powerful that anything we have known.  Yours Lord is the authority that always intended to create. 
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Yours is the sovereignty that holds all things together in the palm of your hand.  Yours is the love that 

continually seeks to bring everyone everywhere in to the joy of perfect friendship with you.  Father we 

adore you, we have come to lay our lives before you as we declare we love you our God.   

Father we praise you for the demonstration of your authority, sovereignty and love in the life, the death 

and the resurrection of your Son Jesus.  Jesus you came into this world to transform it by the Father’s love 

You came to offer new hope, new life giving power, making the power of God which raised you from 

death to life available to your people, to us today.  Life empowering God we worship you. 

Living loving God, you come today through your Spirit to enlighten us, to encourage us and to empathise 

with us.  Forgive us we pray when we don’t recognise you at work in our lives, when our selfish desires 

get in the way of knowing and experiencing you.  Please come show us where we have gone wrong.  Help 

us admit our mistakes, asking you to forgive us so that we might know the blessing of your forgiving love 

at work in our lives.  We give you our lives in order that you might live through us and as part of that 

giving we offer our money, our talents, our time – indeed all that you have already given us. In Jesus 

name we pray saying together the words which he taught Our Father who art in Heaven Hallowed be Thy 

name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread 

Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

Thine is the kingdom the power and the glory forever. Amen 
 

READING           John 15:1-8                                                       Read by Sheila Christer-Porteous 

15 “I am the real vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He breaks off every branch in me that does not 

bear fruit, and he prunes every branch that does bear fruit, so that it will be clean and bear more 

fruit. 3 You have been made clean already by the teaching I have given you. 4 Remain united to me, and 

I will remain united to you. A branch cannot bear fruit by itself; it can do so only if it remains in the 

vine. In the same way you cannot bear fruit unless you remain in me. 
5 “I am the vine, and you are the branches. Those who remain in me, and I in them, will bear much 

fruit; for you can do nothing without me. 6 Those who do not remain in me are thrown out like a 

branch and dry up; such branches are gathered up and thrown into the fire, where they are burned. 7 If 

you remain in me and my words remain in you, then you will ask for anything you wish, and you shall 

have it. 8 My Father's glory is shown by your bearing much fruit; and in this way you become my 

disciples. 

REFLECTION 

Last week we were thinking of Jesus as the Good Shepherd and how he was willing to bring us the 

nourishment, guidance and protection we need to live lives as Christians.  We thought about the fact that 

in order to access these things we needed to remain close to Him.  This week we go one step further.  It 

all becomes more internal, more intimate, more integrally binding together.  Close is not close enough – 

Jesus invites us to be part of Himself, to share the life giving power which is intrinsic to His being.  That 

is some thought. 
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The pronouncement that Jesus is the true vine comes after the Passover meal, after Judas has left to betray 

Jesus, after the disciples had been told that Jesus was the way, the truth and the life and after His promise 

of the Holy Spirit to help them. After all this, Jesus says, “Come let us go from this place.”  
 

 Chapters 15, 16 and 17 in John’s gospel are all said on the hoof.  They were walking from where they 

had eaten the Passover meal through Jerusalem by the stepped road that led down over the Cheese-

maker's Valley into the Temple Court, crossing it, and leaving through the Eastern gate on their way to 

the Kidron Valley and finally into the Garden of Gethsemane.  They would have passed vineyards on the 

way.  But perhaps more importantly they would have passed by the Temple and there was a magnificent 

sight to see.  Their walk took them past the Temple Gates. Huge gates they were - broad and high. 

Can you imagine these twelve men crossing the empty, moonlit square, standing silent awhile, dwarfed 

by these massive gates, looking up at them? Carved on them was their national symbol, a vine!  The 

carving was exquisite, covered with gold leaf. The branches curved up to a height of twenty feet, and 

swept low almost to ground level, laden with great bunches of golden grapes, catching the sheen of the 

moonlight - for it was Passover time, and the moon was full.  

“The tragedy of a people who had been chosen for so much but achieved so little had weighed heavily on 

the Lord's heart all through that last week of His earthly life; He was sadly aware how empty was this 

showy symbol. As the disciples gazed at it they heard Him say, quietly, "I am the Vine, the True Vine; 

and my Father is the husbandman."”  Paul Harrison 
 

I’m not sure whether you can picture a vine. It doesn’t grow very tall, but it spreads out, some shoots 

bearing fruit others not.  If it is not kept in check then it will overgrow and under produce.  The branches 

that are not fruitful will take away energy and sap and feeding from those that will and so less and less 

fruit is produced. 

“I am the vine you are the branches,” says Jesus.  “Those who remain in me will bear much fruit.”  God 

the Father is the gardener – He needs to know what He is doing!  Surely as Creator of the world He is 

completely and uniquely qualified. Qualified to look after individual lives.  Qualified too to look after His 

church, so what follows is both individual and corporate. 

1.  Dead wood needs removed.  All of us have things in our lives, in the church’s life which prevent us 

from growing – things that have perhaps been ok in the past but now clutter up our lives, stopping any 

growth from occurring.  Perhaps it is a relationship that has failed, perhaps it is a habit which has become 

a bad habit, perhaps it’s the way in which we think of things.  God our Father promises to remove the 

dead wood in order to make way for good growth.  He’ll challenge us and let us know what needs to be 

got rid of.  I wonder if things are coming to your mind both for you and for the church.  For a “new thing” 

(Isaiah 43:9) to happen some of the old must go. 
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The gardener must know which branch is which.  He must have delicate hands because the shoots are 

slender and tender.  Jesus here talks about the gardener, God, breaking off branches that will not bear fruit 

and casting them onto the bonfire to be burnt.  It is well known that the wood of the vine is useless, there 

is nothing that it can be used for – burning is the only way of getting rid of it.  This is a really sobering 

thought because these branches have been united to the vine, to Jesus.  But for whatever reason they have 

failed to produce fruit.  It seems to me that Jesus is telling us here that there is the possibility of falling 

away from Him with eternal consequence.  I’m sure we all know folk who have seemed to be going the 

Christian way, doing the Christian thing and then drifting away.  It’s like the Parable of the Sower, seed 

which produces fruit for a while and then fails.  I do believe that while still on earth there is always time 

to turn back to God, for forgiveness but those who resolutely decide to go their own way, will suffer the 

consequences.  That should make us all the more determined to fan the flames of folk’s flickering faith. 
 

2 – As a good gardener he knows how to prune  

I suspect we’ve all heard sermons on pruning and how necessary it is and if you’re a gardener at all then 

you’ll know from first-hand experience.  I have a fuchsia bush in Perth that right now looks as if nothing 

will come.  I know it will though, as it has in the past.  Each year in December and January the vines will 

be cut back right down to the very stump, leaving nothing but shapeless gnarled and distorted stumps.  

You’d think that nothing could come from them.  I think that this has implications for us as individuals 

and for us as the Church of Christ world-wide.  For years there only seemed to be gnarled stumps in many 

lands.  There is now a flourishing faith bearing much fruit especially in lands where persecution and 

oppression have occurred.  The church in the west I think is undergoing a time of pruning and in time, 

God’s time, will again flourish.  In the meantime we are called to remain as branches aware that, although 

pruned, we have not been cut off from our energy and food supply.   

3.  The branches that remain need to remain – to rest in the presence of Jesus the vine, Jesus whose root 

reaches down into the good soil of the Father’s love.   

 “Those who wait on the Lord will renew their strength, they will fly on wings as eagles.” (Isaiah 

40:31).  Jesus says remain united to me and you will be fruitful.  For a vine to grow there needs to be a 

clearing of the stony soil prior to planting.  God has already done that so that Christ’s roots go deep, right 

into the very heart of the Godhead.  There needs to be irrigation and feeding.  God has already provided 

those as long as we as branches remain attached to the main stem which is in turn attached to the root. 

Remain in me and let my words remain in you.  Often we think of remaining/abiding as being a passive 

word.  Relaxing, enjoying someone’s company.  It does mean that because there are times in our lives 

when all we can do is sit passively and most of us don’t do that often enough.  But there is much more to 

remaining than that.  Jesus tells us to keep his words alive in our hearts.  That takes time, time to read, 

time to ponder, time to listen to what he is saying.  Time to learn parts of the Bible off by heart.  Timothy 

(2 Tim 3:16-17) tells us that, “All scripture is inspired by God and is suitable for teaching the truth, 
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rebuking error, correcting faults, and giving instruction for right living.”  He also tells us why it is 

given  - “So that we might be qualified and equipped to do every kind of good deed” 

In this time of transition for our churches here in Ashkirk Ettrick and Yarrow and Selkirk we need to take 

time to ponder what God is saying to us, how He is leading us. As we continue to foster an intimate 

relationship with Him, as we continue to know His intimate Presence in our individual and corporate lives 

His words will bring comfort, strength, correction and guidance.  Let us daily, hourly, minutely, 

consciously keep ourselves grafted to Him and His love. 

Next week we will see what fruit that will bring us and our world. Remaining means allowing ourselves 

to be filled, not as a cup which will run dry, but as a channel filled to overflowing and it is from the 

overflow that we give.   
 

HYMN  Source 392  O let the Son of God enfold you 

Words removed for copyright reasons 

 

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION                                                                                Ann Blundell                                                                

Let us pray  Loving God we thank You for your presence in our lives, renewing our strength and courage, 

today and everyday. 

We give thanks for the blessings You have bestowed on us, life, health and companions on life’s road. 

 Encourage us to continue our journey knowing that Your love is all inclusive, that each one of us is 

important to You. 

Thank you for showing Your love through those around us – the friendly word, the listening ear and the 

countless acts of kindness. 

God of all, we thank you for the beauty of your creation and as we watch the flowers start to bloom and 

the blossom appear on the trees, it gives us hope that everything will be as you have promised as You are 

the true vine from whom all sustenance flows for the life of Your people. 

Heavenly Father, hear us as we pray for others. 

We pray for our community and ask that they be kept safe from harm. Encourage them to use the gifts 

You have given them to help those less fortunate than themselves. 

We continue to pray for the frontline workers who have played such pivotal roles throughout the 

pandemic. We give thanks for their skills, their compassion and their perseverance.  May they feel your 

presence uplifting them as they carry on day after day. 

Lord we pray for all those who are unwell in hospital and in their own homes and those who are bereaved. 

Who we now name --------------------------------                                                         Be with them at this 

time so that they may feel Your peace.  

We pray for all the places in the world where there is war, violence, poverty and need. For those who are 

hungry and homeless or no longer belong anywhere. Help us bring them support and understanding. 
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We pray for the Church, especially where it lives under political and social intimidation. Bless Your 

people wherever they gather in Jesus’ name. 

We pray for our Queen, our country and all those in authority whose work shapes and guides our daily 

lives. May they know wisdom and courage to establish correct priorities. 

We pray for the people of Ashkirk, Ettrick and Yarrow and Selkirk. 

Encourage them according to their need, equip them according to their challenges of the week ahead. 

May they find peace and comfort knowing that nothing can separate them from Your love. 

Lord in Your mercy hear our prayers.  Amen 
 

INTRODUCTIION TO HYMN  

This Tuesday the 4th May is when the Presbytery meeting will finalise the linking process.  Anyone is 

welcome to join this meeting – the business will take place at the beginning and you will not have to stay 

for the whole meeting unless you want to. If you want to come then please email me and I will send you 

the zoom link. 

Our final hymn reminds us that the hope of the new life to come which begins in the here and now starts 

with Jesus Christ alone.  He is the One who provides us with His life giving power as we put our trust in 

Him. 
 

HYMN  MP1072    In Christ alone 

Words removed for copyright reasons 

 

BENEDICTION 

Abide in the power of the Almighty, abide in the love of the Saviour, abide in the fellowship of the Spirit 

that you may bear much fruit. Go knowing the blessing of the Presence of Almighty God Father Son and 

Spirit at work in your life and through your life today and everyday. Amen 


