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Sunday 16
th

 May 2021 John 7:6-19  The right time 

WELCOME 

Ecclesiastes 3:1, 11 There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under the heavens.   

He has made everything beautiful in its time. Everything that happens in this world happens at the time 

that God chooses.  What happens to our free will then? If everything is mapped out for us – what’s for us 

will no gang by us – why worry about anything? Why try fervently to seek the way forward.  Let’s chill, 

relax and let it all happen.  Yet we are not robots - we were never designed to be robots but, made in the 

image of God, an image that has a mind, a brain, a heart, a soul that enables us to think things through and 

make decisions. He’s given us spirits which can be tuned to God and his ways or our own ways. These 

are all important parts of who we are and how we act in the world and how we act towards God.  We 

come to worship this morning aware of all that God has given us; aware that Jesus now ascended into 

heaven is the Lord and King over all inviting us to make the prayer Thy Kingdom Come thy will be done 

as we join people throughout the world making the same prayer week by week but especially in these 10 

days between the anniversary of Jesus’ Ascension last Thursday and the coming of His Holy Spirit at 

Pentecost which we will celebrate next Sunday.  We come to bring our praise to the Lord the Almighty 

who is the King of Creation.. 

 

 HYMN 124  Praise to the Lord                                                                             small church music 

Praise to the Lord the Almighty the King of creation 

O my soul praise Him for He is thy health and salvation 

All ye who hear, now to His temple draw near 

Praise Him inglad adoration 

 

Praise to the Lord who o’er all things so wondrously reigneth 

Shieldeth thee under His wings yea, so gemtly sustaineth 

Hast thou not seen, how thy desires ever have been 

Granted in what He ordaineth 

 

Praise to the Lord who doth prosper thy work and defend thee 

Surely His goodness and mercy here daily attend thee 

Ponder anew what the Almighty can do 

If  with His love He doth befriend thee 

 

Praise to the Lord O let all that is in me adore Him 

All that hath life and breath come now with praises before Him 

Let the Amen sound from His people again 

Gladly for aye we adore Him 

Joachim Neader (1650 – 1680) translated by Catherine Winkworth (1827-1878) 
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PRAYER OF ADORATION AND CONFESSION   Very Rev Dr Martin Fair Moderator of  

                                                                                                                              General Assembly 

Creator God, as we draw ever nearer to Pentecost, we remember that in the beginning, the earth was 

‘formless and empty, that darkness was over the surface of the deep.’ But we remember too that You 

were present and that Your creative Spirit was on the starting line, ready to go. 

So we praise You that out of nothing You brought everything into being and that through Your Spirit, we 

have order and not chaotic nothingness. as we lift our gaze to the stars, as we marvel at the beauty of 

delicate spring flowers, with thankful hearts, we rejoice in all that is; in all that You have given. 

 

But we acknowledge the darkness of our own lives and our need for the light of Christ, ministered by the 

Spirit. Forgive us, we pray, our self-centredness, our fractiousness, our greed and all that is contrary to 

Your will for our lives. For a healing touch, we pray, and for a deep sense of assurance that Your love for 

us made known in Jesus is sufficient. 

 

In the days to come, grant us an inner hunger for deeper communion with You that we might delight all 

the more in Your Living Word. Might we be like ‘trees planted by streams of water, which yield fruit in 

season.’  These and all our prayers we offer in Jesus’ name saying together the prayer He taught 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in 

heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power and the glory are 

yours, now and forever. Amen.  

 

READING        John 7:6-19                                                                                    Read by Susan White 

6 
Jesus said to them, “The right time for me has not yet come. Any time is right for you. 

7 
The world 

cannot hate you, but it hates me, because I keep telling it that its ways are bad. 
8 
You go on to the 

festival. I am not going
[a]

 to this festival, because the right time has not come for me.” 
9 
He said this 

and then stayed on in Galilee. 

Jesus at the Festival of Shelters 

10 
After his brothers had gone to the festival, Jesus also went; however, he did not go openly, but 

secretly. 
11 

The Jewish authorities were looking for him at the festival. “Where is he?” they asked. 

12 
There was much whispering about him in the crowd. “He is a good man,” some people said. “No,” 

others said, “he fools the people.” 
13 

But no one talked about him openly, because they were afraid of 

the Jewish authorities. 
14 

The festival was nearly half over when Jesus went to the Temple and began 

teaching. 
15 

The Jewish authorities were greatly surprised and said, “How does this man know so much 

when he has never been to school?” 
16 

Jesus answered, “What I teach is not my own teaching, but it 

comes from God, who sent me. 
17 

Whoever is willing to do what God wants will know whether what I 

teach comes from God or whether I speak on my own authority. 
18 

Those who speak on their own 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+7%3A6-19&version=GNT#fen-GNT-29377a
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authority are trying to gain glory for themselves. But he who wants glory for the one who sent him is 

honest, and there is nothing false in him. 
19 

Moses gave you the Law, didn't he? But not one of you 

obeys the Law. Why are you trying to kill me?” 

 

REFLECTION 

The right time – God’s time – I’ve often said and will probably say it to my dying breath – God’s time is 

not our time – His time is very often at our very last moment time and sometimes even beyond that. 

Trusting when all we want to do is get on doing is so hard and I’m speaking to myself here as much as 

everyone else. Trusting that God’s timing is perfect – He has, after all, the big picture while we have the 

minutest part.  

Into this world comes Jesus; into time comes God – the God of timelessness limits himself so that we 

might see the way in which we can know and experience His loving guidance in this life as we look at the 

way of Jesus. 

Earlier in John’s gospel Jesus’ mum had told him to sort out a wine problem at a wedding.  He told her 

then no, my time has not yet come but then he did proceed to help. 

 

There seems to be to be three types of people in this passage who misinterpret Jesus and the work he 

came to do.  They’re still around today!  And perhaps we’ve been guilty of being all three in our own 

lives on occasions. 

First it’s his brothers that want him to seize the initiative.  Jesus was well known in Galilee in the north 

for his healing, his miracles, his forgiveness, his talk of God’s love and the way in which he changed 

people’s lives for the better; bringing them hope, help and healing.  He wasn’t well known in Judah in the 

south, in Jerusalem.  Surely his brothers were right to suggest that he went in style, he went openly so that 

others could know his message and experience its life changing action too?  But they didn’t understand 

Jesus, God and His ways.  His way is not the way of miracles, although he performed them, his way is the 

way of suffering, of servant-hood.  He knew the religious leaders were out to kill him but he knew he still 

had his Father’s work to carry out and that his death was not on the cards – yet.  

His brothers represent those who wish to advise him – those who think they know best.  Those who think 

they have the whole picture instead of seeing only a small part.  “No,” said Jesus, “I’m not going openly, 

the time is not right for that.”  The word for time here is interesting.  Usually John uses hora – which 

means the hour of God but here he uses kairos which means the time of best suitability – the opportune 

moment, the time of opportunity for the best result. 

The timing of the Kingdom and the King is not the timing of the world or his people.  We are in the 

middle of the global Thy Kingdom Come prayer initiative.   Jesus learned the struggle of praying – 

“Take this cup from me...nevertheless your will be done.”  How that prayer in the Garden of 

Gethsemane should inform all our prayers.  How often does our prayer seek to tell God what we want 

Him to do? 
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Of course we then read that Jesus did go to Jerusalem When he went, he went quietly, secretly because 

the time was not right for being killed – he still had so much work to do. 

What he found in Jerusalem were people who admired him and those who despised him. There of course 

had been stories about this strange prophet who had been wandering in the north. When he had last been 

in Jerusalem, he had caused quite a ruckus, arguing with the leaders of Israel. Let's admit it; we all know 

the tendency of people to gossip. Everybody has a juicy titbit they want to share, or they want to prove 

that they're in the know. You can just imagine the whispering going on. Everybody's talking about Jesus.  

That’s no bad thing. 

 

The admirers think Jesus to be a good man, based on his ethic, they wonder about his miracles but they 

aren’t able to understand his divinity.  How can he do such things – even said admiringly cause a question 

to arise in their minds?  They are not able to trust implicitly.  And perhaps they think even – he wouldn’t 

have time for us – it’s good to hear about but will have no relevance to my life.  I hear that said often 

enough and yet Jesus tells us that he comes for ALL people, all people who want to come close, learn and 

follow.  He responds positively to all who want to do that. 

 

The despisers - misleading the people they say – that’s a serious statement.  Perhaps we can think of 

people today who we think are misleading the people. What does that make us feel like what do we think 

about them?  Transfer those thoughts and feelings to those in the crowd who say this and you’ll get the 

picture.  At least though they are actively involved in discussion.  Being active in discussion means at the 

very least the possibility of change.  Indifference, apathy is another matter and we don’t find that in this 

passage though I’m sure some in the crowd would say – so what? 

 

When the festival was half over was the time that was right for Jesus to show himself in the Temple.  By 

that time folk would have met up with most of their friends and relatives, they would have had their 

family time.  They would have brought to the forefront of their memories the facts of God’s presence with 

their ancestors in the wilderness.  Perhaps they’d even discussed where is God today?  Can we be sure 

that he will be with us as he was with our families? 

That’s when Jesus shows up and just like when he was in the Temple as a boy he astounded people with 

his knowledge of the Bible, of the Old Testament, which of course was the Bible of their day.   

He spoke with authority. An authority that comes from intimate knowledge, an intimate knowledge that 

results in obedience to God the Father’s will. 

 

The right time.  How then do we know God’s timing for the things he’s asking us to do? 

Paul says, “Now we wait in hope with patience.”  (Romans 8:25) Jesus tells us in Luke 11:9-13 to “Ask, 

seek, knock and the door will be open”    

Asking is important – vital – spending time with God – being, not doing in his presence. I’m running a 

course called The King and I at the moment and this past week saw us looking at the Parable of the Sower 
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(Matthew 13:1-23). We discovered that the disciples got to know what that story meant because they 

came to Jesus and asked him to explain it.  Allowing him to speak to us, and explain things is vital.  We 

need to keep asking him and that is active. Then we seek – that too is active – we search but searching 

sometimes means  

Waiting patiently, yet expectantly is necessary.  God rarely reveals more than one step at a time.  Waiting 

takes courage, waiting can be disappointing when all we want to do is get on with living our lives for 

God.  Waiting expectantly though can be a time of change in our lives, changing us in order to make us 

more suited to the task God has for us. Waiting in the darkness can be so difficult yet can be so revealing 

in time His time. He knows the big picture – I knew for about two years that God was calling me to leave 

Uphall – two years till I thought he might be calling me here.  Two years when I explored other avenues 

which came to nothing and that was ok for it led me to a deeper trust in God.  No experience is ever 

wasted. So asking, seeking, yet waiting and then 

Acting – when we think we hear God speaking to us then we follow through the open door that Jesus 

promises us..  We don’t get things right all the time but we follow for as far as we are allowed to go.  

There will come a time when the door is shut or kept open.  If it is shut then we return to God and ask for 

more guidance.  

Each one of us at some point in our lives will be challenged to decide what we believe about Jesus and 

where he comes from. The Christian hope, is that Jesus is indeed God, that he came to earth to bring all 

folk everywhere the hope of a renewed friendship with God because our sin (which put up the 

insurmountable barrier between us and God) has been forgiven because Jesus died on the cross. 

Insurmountable by us, but broken down by God alone.  That is something that informs our life and our 

living that we can take on board day by day and know the benefit of God’s powerful love in our lives 

once more.  We have this new relationship which allows us to ask, seek, knock and follow.  But there is 

also the other hope.  The hope of a new life to come in heaven when God brings in his new kingdom – a 

new heaven and a new earth where there will be no more pain, no more suffering, where life will be filled 

with love, joy, peace forever. Where God’s timing will be always the right timing and our timing will be 

God’s timing.  Jesus will return one day to bring this kingdom in.  May we accept his love and friendship 

now and be assured of his presence with us forever guiding us day by day in the way we should go.  

I leave you with the chorus of a well known hymn Ask the Saviour to help you Comfort, strengthen and 

keep you; He is willing to aid you; He will carry you through.  

Through the darkness and pain of waiting on into the new day to come. Amen. 

 

HYMN 727  In the bulb there is a flower                                                                    Moira Mitchell 

In the bulb there is a flower, in the seed, an apple tree; 

In cocoons, a hidden promise: butterflies will soon be free! 

In the cold and snow of winter there’s a spring that waits to be, 

Unrevealed until its season something God alone can see. 
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There’s a song in every silence, seeking word and melody. 

There’s a dawn in every darkness bringing hope to you and me. 

From the past will come the future, what it holds a mystery. 

Unrevealed until its season something God alone can see. 

 

In our end is our beginning: in our time, infinity, 

In our doubt there is believing, in our life eternity. 

In our death a resurrection, at the last a victory, 

Unrevealed until its season something God alone can see. 

Natalie Allyn Wakeley Sleeth (1930 – 1992)  Reproduced from CH4 CD-ROM edition, number 727    Words and Music: © 1986,  

  Hope Publishing  Company. Administered by CopyCare Ltd, PO Box 77, Hailsham, East Sussex, BN27 3EF, United Kingdom.  

<music@copycare.com>  Used by permission 

 

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION                                                                           

Thank you, Lord Jesus Christ, for giving us the strength and faith to trust in your word and timing. 

Your timing is always perfect and at the moment which serves your will best. We will wait patiently for 

You to answer our prayers. 

 Lord Jesus Christ, reveal what is in our hearts, and make us ready to handle the answer in the right way 

when it comes. Help us to pray by faith consistently and for the long-term, to believe, wait, and then move 

forward in your timing. Help us to be patient in prayer and not give up even when times are unbearably 

hard or we are filled with negative feelings. Help us not to think we know best and  take matters into our 

own hands.  

As people of faith, we accept our interconnectedness with all people, and all creation.  And so we unite 

our hearts in prayer for those in need.   

Creator of the earth and all that is in it, we lift our prayers of thanks to you. For the beauty of the earth 

that surrounds us, for winds that bring summer warmth in the north and autumn coolness in the southern 

hemisphere.  Thanks be to you, creator of the heavens and the earth, to whom all things belong. 

Lord God, our life span is short, at any moment to be taken from us. Free us from greed, and fill us with 

generosity.  Strip us of our fear and strengthen us to love one another as you have loved us. Help us to be 

patient and trust in your plan for the future. We pray that we have the courage to follow your path in 

the way you have shown us and understand that we have a part to play in your plan. 

We pray for those across the whole world of all ages and races who struggle to find adequate food and 

clean water, clothing and shelter and the other basic needs of life. We pray that governments and 

agencies, including the church, will reach out to change the course of their history for good, sharing from 

the abundance held by others. We know each of one us have a part to play in this. 

Grant us, also, the courage and generosity to be part of the solution working with local charities and 

organizations reaching out to all.  
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We pray for places torn apart by violence and for places where life is made difficult by governments and 

those with power over us and who look to violence as a solution.  We pray for our neighbours worldwide 

who feel threatened; may they know your love. We pray for those who sacrifice so much for the good of 

many and, who risk even their lives for the cause of peace.  

We pray for those who have known illness and pain, suffering and worry, have mercy upon 

them. Encircle them and their families and friends with your comforting embrace. 

Father, in the power of the Holy Spirit, we pray that we may learn how to wait on you and quietly rest in 

your will.  

Thank You that Jesus is our perfect example as well as being our Redeemer and Saviour. And because 

Jesus is in our lives, we pray that we may live as He did; 

A life that is led by the Spirit. 

A life that walks in spirit and grace. 

A life that seeks to do Your will. 

A life that waits in patient expectation on You. 

Giver of hope, we lift our prayers in faith looking always toward peace and goodness. 

Amen 

 

HYMN   237 Look forward in faith 

Look forward in faith all time is in God's hand 

Walk humbly with him and trust his future plan 

God has wisely led His people by his power 

Look forward in hope He gives us each new hour. 

 

Look forward in faith the world is in God's care 

His purpose of love He calls on us to share 

In our neighbour's need the Lord is present still 

He blesses the meek the earth will know God's will 

 

Look forward in faith God gives us life each day 

Go onward with Christ His Spirit guides our way 

Now God lets us live within the sphere of grace 

Trust ever in him He rules o'er earth and space 

Andrew J  Scobie (1935 - ) 

 

BENEDICTION 

Christ the King of glory who has ascended into heaven open your eyes to behold him in majesty, open 

your hearts to receive him in love and draw you into the fullness of His kingdom. Go knowing the 

blessing of God Father Son and Spirits eternal presence in your lives today and everyday. Amen 


