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Sunday 23rd May 2021 John 15:26 -16:15.  The Holy Spirit; the Advocate    

WELCOME 

Jesus told the Disciples, “I myself will send you what my Father has promised.  But you must wait in 

the city until the power from above comes down upon you.  (Luke 24:49) We come to worship this 

morning the God who has promised us His help throughout the ages as we seek to live our lives for Him.  

From that first morning of Pentecost millions of people throughout the world have known and 

experienced this power from on high in their lives bringing them new purpose and hope.  We join with 

them today as we invite the Holy Spirit to be present here. 

 HYMN Source 181    Holy Spirit we welcome you                                         David and Anne Bethune 

Words omitted for copyright reasons 

 

 

PRAYER OF ADORATION AND CONFESSION 

Father, Son, Spirit – Almighty God, Three in One there at the creation of the world, there in the world as 

Jesus lived, died and rose again, there in the world throughout the millennia until today we acknowledge 

you here in our world, in our church, in our individual lives.  Living, loving God we worship you. 

Father as Creator and Sustainer we worship you, Jesus as the One who came and comes to save we 

worship you, Holy Spirit the one who came and comes to bring order, energy and power we worship you. 

Forgive us when we fail to take your message of love and forgiveness seriously.  Forgive us when we 

ignore your outstretched hand beckoning us home, forgive us when we think we know best, turning our 

backs on you and forgive us please when life is all too hectic and we fail to remember the help you have 

offered.  We come in sorrow seeking your forgiveness and are amazed and delighted to hear the words 

you offer – come my child, sin no more, come to me for help for my yoke is easy and my burden is light.  

From the bottom of our hearts we thank you and as a token of our thanks we give you the offering of our 

money time and talents to be used to bring others into your kingdom of hope love and peace.  In Jesus’ 

name we pray saying together the prayer he taught Our Father who art in Heaven Hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done On earth as it is in Heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread 

Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

Thine is the kingdom the power and the glory forever. Amen 
 

READING  John 15:26 – 16:15                                                                            Read by Fiona Corbett 
26 “The Helper will come—the Spirit, who reveals the truth about God and who comes from the Father. 

I will send him to you from the Father, and he will speak about me. 27 And you, too, will speak about 

me, because you have been with me from the very beginning. 

16 “I have told you this, so that you will not give up your faith. 2 You will be expelled from the 

synagogues, and the time will come when those who kill you will think that by doing this they are 

serving God. 3 People will do these things to you because they have not known either the Father or 
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me. 4 But I have told you this, so that when the time comes for them to do these things, you will 

remember what I told you.  “I did not tell you these things at the beginning, for I was with you. 5 But 

now I am going to him who sent me, yet none of you asks me where I am going. 6 And now that I have 

told you, your hearts are full of sadness. 7 But I am telling you the truth: it is better for you that I go 

away, because if I do not go, the Helper will not come to you. But if I do go away, then I will send him 

to you. 8 And when he comes, he will prove to the people of the world that they are wrong about sin and 

about what is right and about God's judgment. 9 They are wrong about sin, because they do not believe 

in me; 10 they are wrong about what is right, because I am going to the Father and you will not see me 

anymore; 11 and they are wrong about judgment, because the ruler of this world has already been 

judged.  12 I have much more to tell you, but now it would be too much for you to bear. 13 When, 

however, the Spirit comes, who reveals the truth about God, he will lead you into all the truth. He will 

not speak on his own authority, but he will speak of what he hears and will tell you of things to 

come. 14 He will give me glory, because he will take what I say and tell it to you. 15 All that my Father 

has is mine; that is why I said that the Spirit will take what I give him and tell it to you. 

 

 

REFLECTION 

When I say the word advocate what would you think?  A lawyer trying to prove someone was guilty or 

innocent?  Someone who comes alongside in order to convince people of a certain course of action?  

Someone who stands with a person, standing up for them, fighting their corner?  The word can mean all 

of those. 

There are many words used to describe the Holy Spirit – we often use the chapter in Acts to celebrate 

Pentecost, the coming of the Holy Spirit, which leads us to think of fire, wind, breath, energy, enthusiasm, 

emotion all of which are correct.  But it is good too on occasion to widen our thinking to think of the 

more measured, quieter yet no less important work of the Spirit. 
 

Jesus tells his friends, the disciples, that it is for their benefit that he must leave them physically for this 

will mean that He can fulfil His promise to be with them always by giving them the Spirit to be within 

them. Just think they’ve had 50 days to get used to Jesus coming and going, there then not there.  When 

the Spirit comes upon them there will be constancy.  He will be there always. Rather than being with, 

alongside, the Spirit will be within.  Have you ever wished you were living in the days that Jesus was on 

earth, thinking perhaps your faith would be easier if you could just see him face to face, experience his 

loving gaze upon you, know His healing touch.  Here he’s telling his friends that this will be the 

experience of many throughout the world and throughout time as the Holy Spirit comes to minister God’s 

love, both directly and through God’s people in all times.  I wonder what that means for your life at 

present?  With all the many changes going on around us in our personal lives and in the lives of our 
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churches how important is it to you that you know Jesus present – know, trusting, even when you don’t 

experience His presence? 
 

A couple of weeks ago we acknowledged the way in which we are to stay close to Jesus the vine and to 

his other branches – fellow Christians. When we stay quietly in Jesus, allowing his life giving power to 

flow in us and through us, we, as his body here on earth, are given the power and vitality we need to live 

fruitful lives in our community.  Through the Spirit, Jesus is here inside each and every believer right 

now. Individually and corporately too.  As his body here in Ashkirk/Ettrick & Yarrow/Selkirk we have 

the power of the Holy Spirit within us. 

We need to hear this before we come to the next part of John’s gospel and Jesus’ message to us today. We 

need to know and experience the security of allowing Jesus into our lives -grounded firm and deep in the 

Saviour’s love as one hymn writer puts it.  Grounded firm and deep so that when the storms come we 

have an anchor which will keep us safe in the midst of those storms. 
 

For no one can say that Jesus doesn’t warn those who choose to follow him that life will be hard.  The 

other gospels have the message too but perhaps in John’s gospel it comes out louder and clearer.  That 

might be because of the lateness of writing, with the church now experiencing all that Jesus had told them 

they would experience in the way of persecution. 

Jesus tells it loud and clear in many different places and no clearer that in today’s reading.  Expect 

persecution.  It’s not like the small print that very few of us read.  It’s more like a megaphone message 

that we can’t help hearing. We ignore it at our peril and at the world’s peril. 

 Expect persecution. Why?  The world hates you.  It is inevitable, yet it is endurable.   

The advocate will come.  Jesus speaks of two major advantages of the Spirit’s coming: Not only does He 

convict the world (16:8-11), He communicates to believers (16:12-15). 

It is inevitable for we are called to be different from the world.  The world says anything goes, you do 

what you like and that’s ok.  Truth, as in the words of Pilate, what is truth?  Your truth can be different 

from my truth and that’s ok. Into this world comes Jesus saying, I am the way the TRUTH and the life 

follow me.  There is only one truth – all else must be measured against it. That is not popular.  Standing 

up for Jesus’ way is no easy task. Persecution takes many guises, some very blunt, some very subtle. The 

Spirit proves to the world that it is wrong and so persecution occurs.  

God loves the world so much that He longs to show people how they can change, but to be willing to 

change you first need to see a better way of doing things.  We all become so engrained in our way of life 

that it is difficult for us to get out of our rut.  Sometimes it’s because it has aye been.  I lived in a flat of 

nine females when I was at Uni first time round.  There I discovered that there were nine different ways 

of making pastry – we each did what our mum’s did. 

Jesus provides the world with a way of living which allows folks to fulfil their potential in the best way 

possible.  It is a different way, an unique way, a way which fulfils the potential not just for the individual 
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but for creation itself.  We are not made to live individually we are made to live in community.  Our 

world increasingly raises the prospects, the rights of the individual often to the detriment of the 

community.  The Holy Spirit seeks to convince people about the wrong way in which they live, living for 

self, living not for community, living in a way which brings division not peace, living in a way which 

takes people away from the God of peace, the God of forgiveness, the God of wholeness. The Holy Spirit 

seeks to convince the world to change., directly in people’s lives and also through those who are 

Christians  As disciples of Jesus that is what we are called to show with the Spirit’s help.   

The Holy Spirit also shows the world how its thinking about judgement is wrong.  Following a leader that 

is wrong leads to destruction.  We cannot serve two masters.  The Bible is very clear that.   

The Holy Spirit is there to guide people in the TRUE way to live life here on earth.  As we invite him to 

share that with us then he will enable us to live in His way.  Yet the corollary is true.  If we fail to heed 

his advice then His voice will get quieter and quieter till we hear it no more – that doesn’t mean he stops 

speaking it means we stop hearing.  In that same flat of 9 of us I had a bedroom which faced onto 

Queensferry Road and in particular the one part of Queensferry Road that was cobbled.  Traffic was busy 

all night and for the first month or so I’d here it constantly throughout the night but then gradually I got to 

never hearing it.  So much so that when I went home to Turriff I couldn’t sleep for the silence! It’s not 

because the noise was no longer there … I just tuned it out. That’s what has happened to many believers. 

We have silenced the Spirit’s whispers so many times that we don’t hear them any longer. We have read 

God’s Word and chosen not to obey it. We have listened to countless sermons, but have ignored the Spirit 

who was seeking to apply the Word to our lives. When we continually tell the Spirit “no” or “not now,” 

we eventually stop hearing from Him. 

Two masters – the group using the King and I material was thinking about Jesus’ story of the wheat and 

the weeds recognising it was not our job to judge people but to continue to help them see a different better 

way of living, leaving the job of judging to God himself. 

Jesus in this passage tells us that this judgement has already happened.  The ruler of the world and his 

followers have already been judged by God.  They have put themselves outside God’s presence.  Yet the 

message of Jesus is that changing masters means changing judgement for Jesus came to save not to judge. 
 

Distinctively different is what God calls us to be.  His promised presence, there to cheer and to guide us 

throughout all our lives.  The Holy Spirit the Advocate with us to challenge us, to change us, to encourage 

us and help us stay steadfast to the truth of the Good news of Jesus saving forgiving love. Good news for 

us to hold onto, great news for us to share in order that God’s Kingdom may come here on earth.  

Spirit of truth and grace, come to us in this place. Open our eyes to see truths that will ever be and in 

communion daw us close together. 

Spirit of joy and peace, make all anxieties cease with knowledge of the Father’s perfect caring. Then may 

God’s children know 

 love that won’t let us go and joy that fills each day, beyond comparing. 
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Spirit of life and power, revive us in this hour and stir our hearts to praise with true devotion. Fill us with 

heavenly fire, and every heart inspire, that we may serve the world with your compassion. Amen 
 

HYMN We seek your kingdom – to the tune of Abide with me 

Words omitted for copyright reasons 

 
 

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION                                                                            Elizabeth Davidson                                                                 

Dear Heavenly Father, We thank you for bringing us together on this very special day in our Christian 

calendar. We thank you that at Pentecost you sent us your spirit to be our counsellor to walk with each 

step of our way to be with us in everything we say and do. Please Lord remind us in our frailty that you 

are with us in every situation we encounter. Be with our church throughout the world and especially this 

month as our General Assembly meets to discuss our way ahead. Please give your wisdom to all the 

decision makers of the Assembly, guiding them in all matters especially where we look after the 

vulnerable, the homeless and the elderly. Please lead us to those who need us most at this time to do your 

will both in our own country and throughout the world. We pray for our church here in Ashkirk, Ettrick 

and Yarrow and Selkirk, for our minister Margaret who has guided so thoughtfully and with such 

wisdom, and all office bearers of our congregations as we begin this new journey together. Lead and 

encourage each one of us to use the talents you have given us to do your will to enable your church to 

flourish and the people of our parishes may come to know you as their Lord and Saviour. We pray Lord, 

for our Queen and her government, our government here in Scotland and our local councils, please guide 

them to act with care and wisdom in the decisions they make for the good of all. We pray for the children 

of our land and their teachers, especially those who are in uncertain times at a crucial part of their 

education. Lay your hand upon them and guide them to the right decisions for their future for the benefit 

of all. We bring before you Lord in our prayers all those known to us who are in need, the bereaved, the 

ill both physically and mentally, the lonely, those with family difficulties, those who are unemployed and 

those who are struggling financially. ln this time of silence we bring those known to us before you 

...................... Lord, we thank you for our land in this season of spring, the flowers, the trees, the fields, 

the birds and the animals all looking and sounding wonderful. Lord, we thank you for all who work to 

look after our country and keep it safe. Please remind us all that we are indeed responsible for our 

environment in every action we take in our daily lives. Please be close to us in the week ahead, letting us 

know your will for us to do your work, and please Lord give us that peace that only comes from you so 

that we may be at peace with ourselves, at peace with each other and especially at peace with you. All our 

prayers we bring before you in Jesus name. Amen. 
 

Introduction to 3rd hymn 

Over the summer starting on June 6th and through to the end of November I’m inviting folk to take part in 

the E100 Bible Reading Challenge.  This consists of 50 readings from the Old Testament and 50 from the 
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New.  Ashkirk and Selkirk did this way back in 2012 and from the comments back then folk found it very 

stimulating and encouraging that we were all in it together.  Each week the reflection will focus on the big 

theme for the week which will help explore the chapters that we will then read.  Together we will remind 

ourselves, with the Spirit’s help, of God’s big story of life and living and I pray we will come to a deeper 

knowledge experience and willingness to commit to this way of life.   
 

HYMN 594 Come Holy Spirit come 

 Come, Holy Spirit, come !  Inflame our souls with love, 

transforming every heart and home with wisdom from above. 

Let none of us despise the humble path Christ trod, 

but choose, to shame the worldly wise, the foolishness of God. 
 

All-knowing Spirit, prove the poverty of pride, 

by knowledge of the Father’s love in Jesus crucified. 

And grant us faith to know the glory of that sign, 

and in our very lives to show  the marks of love divine. 
 

 Come with the gift to heal the wounds of guilt and fear, 

and to oppression’s face reveal the kingdom drawing near. 

Where chaos longs to reign, descend, O holy Dove, 

and free us all to work again the miracles of love. 
  
Spirit of truth, arise ;  inspire the prophet’s voice :  

expose to scorn the tyrant’s lies, and bid the poor rejoice. 

O Spirit, clear our sight, all prejudice remove, 

and help us to discern the right, and covet only love. 
 

Give us the tongues to speak  the word of love and grace 

to rich and poor, to strong and weak,  in every time and place. 

Enable us to hear the words that others bring, 

interpreting with open ear the special song they sing. 
  
Come, Holy Spirit, dance within our hearts today, 

our earthbound spirits to entrance, our mortal fears allay. 

And teach us to desire, all other things above, 

that self-consuming holy fire, the perfect gift of love. 
Michael Forster (b. 1946) Reproduced from CH4 CD-ROM edition, number 594 
Words: © 1992 Kevin Mayhew Ltd, Buxhall, Stowmarket, Suffolk.  IP14 3BW, Used by permission. 
    

BENEDICTION 
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Spirit of life 

ALL: Fill our emptiness with your fullness 

Spirit of power 

ALL: Stir our hearts afresh 

Spirit of love 

ALL: Touch us, and through us, our neighbour 

Spirit of Creativity 

ALL: Enable and empower the gifts you have given 

Spirit of Eternity 

ALL: Draw us ever deeper into your Kingdom 
Go into the world with assurance, hope and promise: 

 the grace of the Word of life rest upon you; 

the love of the Source of life embrace you; 

and the transforming power of the Breath of life 

help, strengthen and surprise you.  

Go knowing the blessing of the eternal this day and all your days. Amen 

 

 


